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Invoking Emergencies Act sets ?dangerous precedent?: Seeback

Written By Sam Odrowski

Canada will remain in a state of emergency up to mid-March at the latest.

A 185-151 vote in the House of Commons on Monday evening approved the Emergencies Act for an additional 30 days, despite the
three-week ?Freedom Convoy? protest in Ottawa being fully dismantled over the weekend, and border blockades being cleared over

aweek ago.

The Conservatives and Bloc Québécois opposed the mation to approve the act, while the NDP, Green Party, and Liberal Party
supported it.

Dufferin-?Caledon Conservative MP Kyle Seeback, who voted against the motion, said he's most disappointed that it was made into
a confidence vote by Prime Minster Justin Trudeau, so if it failed an election would be triggered.

7?1 think the reason why this passed is because the Prime Minister threatened to have an election over it, and | think on something as
serious as choosing to invoke the Emergencies Act ? he did a disservice to the country by doing that.?

Seeback says since the Emergencies Act was invoked on Feb. 14, he's firmly stood against it. He told the Free Press when it comes
to there being an emergency, national in scope ? he doesn't seeit.

21 don't think the emergencies Act should ever have been invoked. The only argument | could see would be the border crossings, but
the border crossings, most of them were cleared before the Emergencies Act was invoked, and the last one was on its way to being

taken care of,?he remarked.

?Extending it for up to 30 days when there are no border closings, when everything's been dealt with in Ottawa, to meisreally
irresponsible, and it sets a very dangerous and authoritarian precedent.?

Asaformer lawyer, Seeback said precedent isn't just important for case law but also parliamentary procedure for the government.
When you set the precedent to invoke the emergencies act so low, that is, | think, a dangerous precedent that other governments can
look at to potentially justify other actions, which iswhy | was against this being done in the first place,? he noted. ?The last time we

invoked measures like this, were during wars, or during an actual terrorism crisis with the FLQ.?

Seeback also noted that many legal and constitutional experts agree with his position, including the Canadian Civil Liberties
Association, who has launched a lawsuit over the Emergencies Act being invoked.

With respect to how the Emergencies Act is being used to seize bank accounts of people who donated to the Freedom Convoy,
Seeback expressed concerns.

Chilliwack-Hope MP Mark Strahl said a single mom from his riding who works a minimum wage job had her bank account frozen
for donating $50 to the convoy when it was 100 per cent legal.

?These powers should absolutely not be used to target individual Canadians who decided to support a protest,? said Seeback.
?Imagine the precedent that sets ? that if you support a protest in this country, you could risk having your bank account seized by a

future government.?

A House of Commons committee heard on Tuesday that donations as small as $20, made after Feb. 15 could result in donor's bank
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accounts being frozen.

Parliament will reconvene on Monday (Feb. 28), and at that time, Seeback said the Conservatives will be introducing a motion to
revoke the Emergencies Act.

Justin Trudeau has said the act won't be used a day longer than it is necessary.

He also noted that the measures are geographically targeted as well as reasonable and proportionate to the threats it sets out to
address.
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