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MVC?s dominate calls for service

	Grey County OPP report motor vehicle collisions dominated calls for service this week as a result of winter storm events that hit the

area, resulting in numerous road closures.

Between Tuesday, January 28th and Friday, January 31th, of the 133 calls for service, Grey County OPP investigated 52 motor

vehicle collisions and 6 reports of abandoned vehicles.  The majority of collisions involved property damage only. Those reporting

injuries were minor in nature.

In one case, the driver of a Pontiac vehicle travelling eastbound on Hwy. 26 lost control of the vehicle in a whiteout condition west

of Grey Rd. 12 in the Municipality of Meaford and collided with a snowbank.  The front end of the vehicle was in the live portion of

the eastbound lane. The passenger exited the vehicle. The driver was about to exit the vehicle when it was struck by an eastbound

tractor trailer. The passenger was thrown into the snowbank.  The driver was extricated from the vehicle by the Meaford Fire

Department. Several off duty military personnel assisted at the scene. Miraculously, the driver and passenger in the vehicle received

only minor injuries.

A head-on collision occurred between a car and a propane truck on Hwy. 10 just north of Dundalk just before 5 p.m. last night. The

propane tank suffered a minor leak resulting in two homes in the area to be evacuated as a precaution. The Dundalk Fire Department

and Sparlings Propane attended the scene. The 27 year old female driver of the vehicle was taken to hospital with non-life

threatening injuries. Her 4 year old son was not injured. Nor was the driver of the propane tanker

Six motorists have been charged with driving on a closed road. The penalty for driving on a closed road is a $110 fine and 3 demerit

points, but the consequences can be much worse if you become involved in a collision or are stranded in a whiteout.

Road Closures ? closure times often extend past the end of a storm to give the road maintenance crew's sufficient time to clear the

snow and treat the road surface.  Road closures are inconvenient and are they are frustrating, however, road are closed with the best

intentions to keeping motorists safe.

Vehicle Lights ? motorists must remember to activate their vehicle's headlights manually to ensure the taillights come on. This is

especially important when driving in inclement weather or low-light conditions. See and be seen!

Slow Down ? ?speed too fast for conditions? is the most common cause of crashes during winter months. A driver must constantly

asses the road and weather conditions and adjust their driving habits accordingly, despite what the actual posted speed limit is.
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