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PRIMO PASTA BELMONT BURGERS CARROTS 2LB
OR ONIONS 3LB

FEATURED ITEMFEATURED ITEM

226 First Ave, Shelburne
519-925-6857
www.gianttiger.com

Mon - Fri: 8am-9pm
Sat: 8am-7pm
Sun: 9am-6pm

AD MATCH  

www.gianttiger.com

WE’LL BEAT 
WE’LL BEAT 

ANY PRICE!
ANY PRICE! ASSORTED VARIETIES6X PK BURGERS 142G

PRODUCT OF CANADA
NO 1 GRADE

SAVESAVE80¢80¢

ASSORTED VARIETIES
454G
LIMIT OF 6 EACH

$897
EACH 97¢

EACH77¢
EACH

An adult lifestyle community for 55+, in Dundalk, Grey County.        
STUDIOS, ONE-BEDROOM and TWO-BEDROOM RENTALS.

EdgewoodSuites.ca

110 Adeline Street, Shelburne 
519.925.3145  |  crewsoninsurance.com

We’re Here To Help!

CREWSON
INSURANCE BROKERS

110 Adeline Street, Shelburne 
519.925.3145  |  crewsoninsurance.com

We’re Here To Help!

CREWSON
INSURANCE BROKERS

We are proud to introduce

as one of our insuring partners.

CARAVAGGIO

DRUGS, SHELBURNE

519-925-2729

SENIORS DAY EVERYDAY  

10% OFF  
REGULAR PRICE, EXCLUSIONS APPLY

NEW YEAR NEW BABY: Proud parents Ashley and Dan Powell, welcomed their third child, baby Maverick, into the world at Headwaters Health Care 
Centre on Jan. 1 at 8:56 p.m. The baby is Headwater’s fi rst of the year. Maverick weighs 6 lbs and 13 ozs. He is the Powell family’s third son, following in 
the footsteps of his two older brothers, who were both born at Headwaters. In 2023, there were 861 deliveries at Headwaters. Read a full story on Page 6.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Shelburne Fire aims to reduce carbon monoxide deaths

The Shelburne & District Fire Depart-
ment and Enbridge Gas have teamed up to 
reduce � re and carbon monoxide deaths 
through the Safe Community Project Zero 
initiative. 

Shelburne & District Fire Department 
has received 174 combination smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms through Safe 
Community Project Zero. Safe Community 
Project Zero is a public education cam-
paign with the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire 
Safety Council (FMPFSC) that will pro-
vide more than 10,000 alarms to residents 
in 50 municipalities across Ontario. 

“With the assistance of this grant, we 
can better ensure that all of the citizens 
in our catchment area are safe from the 
effects of � re and CO [Carbon Monoxide]. 
We’d also like to remind the public that 
without a working smoke alarm in your 
occupancy, you stand very little chance of 
survival in a � re,” said Deputy Fire Chief 
Jeff Clayton. 

In 2023, Enbridge Gas invested $315,000 

into Safe Community Project Zero, and 
over the past 15 years, the program has 
provided more than 86,000 alarms to 
Ontario � re departments. 

“Properly maintaining fuel-burning 
equipment is the best way to reduce poten-
tial exposure to carbon monoxide, and an 
alarm is a critical second line of defence 
for protection. When we implement these 
strategies together, we protect our loved 
ones from carbon monoxide poison-
ing, also known as the silent killer,” said 
Michael Nash, operations supervisor, GTA 
West Region, Enbridge Gas.

When properly installed and maintained, 
combination smoke and carbon monox-
ide alarms help provide early warnings to 
safely escape from a house � re or carbon 
monoxide exposure. Carbon monoxide is 
a toxic, odourless gas that is a by-product 
of incomplete combustion of many types 
of common fuels.

“Across Ontario there is a renewed 
focus on the importance of having work-
ing smoke and carbon monoxide alarms in 
your home. The objective of Safe Commu-
nity Project Zero is to deliver these alarms 

to areas where they are needed most,” said 
Jon Pegg, Ontario Fire Marshal and chair 
of the FMPFSC. “It’s a program that � re 
departments can adopt to help educate 
their communities about the requirement 
for all Ontario homes to have a carbon 
monoxide alarm if they have a fuel-burn-
ing appliance or an attached garage.” 

The Shelburne & District Fire Depart-
ment is made up of one full-time chief and 
32 volunteer � re� ghters who serve the 
communities of Amaranth, Melancthon, 
Mono, Mulmur and Shelburne. 

In 2023, the Shelburne Fire Department 
responded to 18 structure � res, nine CO 
alarms with carbon monoxide in the home, 
and 18 false CO alarms as a result of faulty 
detectors, failed batteries or other unde-
termined factors. 

“The � re� ghters here do a fantastic job 
and this partnership is a great way to get 
some of these devices out in the commu-
nity, but perhaps more importantly, just 
to raise awareness of the importance of 
having working smoke and CO [Carbon 
Monoxide] detectors in your home,” said 
Shelburne Mayor Wade Mills.

Written By Paula Brown
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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CLAXTON DENTURE CLINIC
DWIGHT CLAXTON DD

121 FIRST STREET UNIT 2 A, ORANGEVILLE

Implant and Denture Solutions
Same day relines and repairs

NO REFERRALS NECESSARY
FREE CONSULTATION

ELECTRONIC CLAIMS PROCESSING

141 MAIN STREET WEST, SHELBURNE

519-941-9510

519-925-9511

EAT • LAUGH • SMILE

20232023 THE YEAR IN THE YEAR IN RR VIEWVIEW
Attention Readers!

For our � rst edition of the Shelburne Free 
Press in 2024, we’re taking you through all of 
the highs and lows over the � rst six months of 
2023. The � rst half of our 2023 Year in Review 
will share some of the most signi� cant stories 
impacting our readers from January to June. 
Next week we will publish the second half of 
our Year in Review with all of the highlights 
from July to December. Now, without any fur-
ther ado, here’s a look at the year that was!

January
Feral Cat Rescue in Shelburne � nds 

new permanent location
Feral Cat Rescue now has a new location 

for its feline shelter to call home. In a press 
release on Monday (Nov. 1) the rescue shel-
ter, which is dedicated to re-homing feral cats, 
announced that owner, Sharon Morden, had 
purchased a piece of property on 7th Line near 
260 Side Road in Melanchthon, to build a per-
manent location. 

After moving to various temporary homes 
throughout the community, Morden in the press 
release said the decision to purchase a perma-
nent spot was made at the risk of being asked 
to move again which is both costly and stress-
ful on the cats and volunteers. Purchasing the 
property in early March, the shelter recently 
submitted building permits to the County of 
Dufferin that were of� cially issued on Oct. 29. 

Before the new shelter can become opera-
tional with cats being brought in, Feral Cat 
Rescue will need to undergo go a number of 
steps including constructing a driveway on the 
property, placing pads for portables, installing 
portables, septic and hydro services placed, 
and an inspection � nalized by the County. 

The largest cost for the feline shelter will be 
the instillation of a septic system that is antic-
ipated to cost around $20,000. The shelter will 
be holding fundraisers to cover the cost. 

According to the press release, Feral Cat 
Rescue is the only one of its kind in the prov-
ince, providing sanctuary and rehabilitation to 
feral cats that do not do well in shelters. 

Morden said the permanent shelter will be a 
place for the community to visit the cats, with 
a large outdoor enclosure planned, as well as 
walk the paths and garden on the grounds.

Adopt a Charity winners named; Shel-
burne youth arts group selected

Dufferin Media has selected the winners of 
their 2023 Adopt a Charity campaign. 

The local digital marketing company 
announced on Jan. 9 that Streams Community 
Hub, a youth arts-centered charity located in 
Shelburne, had been selected as the recipient 
of the 2023 Adopt a Charity campaign. 

“It’s always an honour to be recognized 
within our community and as a charity every 
little bit of support we can get goes a long 
way,” said Andrew James, co-founder of 
Streams Community Hub. “We hope to utilize 
this support by furthering our communications 
and sharing more impactful stories about who 
we are and what we do.” 

Since 2018, Dufferin Media has held its annual 
‘Adopt a Charity’ campaign, which offers mar-
keting services at no charge to a nominated 
charity. The campaign selects one local char-
ity and one international charity to support. 
Through the campaign, Dufferin Media will 
assist Streams Community Hub by increasing 
their online presence and exposure through 
social media marketing and management. Duf-
ferin Media will provide three posts per week to 
three social media platforms, along with man-
agement and engagement for the 2023 year. The 
value of each monthly package is $499. 

“I am overjoyed to be able to once again help 

non-pro� t organizations increase the aware-
ness of the good work, they are doing by giving 
our time and skillset from a marketing per-
spective to allow them to better communicate 
with their audience and reach their goals,” said 
Sarah Clarke, founder of Dufferin Media. 

Founded in 2012, Dufferin Media is a team 
of online professionals that specialize in social 
media management, internet marketing, and 
public relations. Over the last decade, Dufferin 
Media has grown to service organizations both 
locally and internationally. 

The international recipient of the 2023 Adopt 
A Charity is Allies, Inc located in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

Previous recipients of the ‘Adopt A Charity’ 
campaign have included organizations such 
as Neighbourhood Information Post, All Paws 
Rescue, Million Dollar Smiles, and Dufferin 
Community Foundation. 

February
Museum of Dufferin launches exhibit on 

meteorite that hit Shelburne 120 years ago
With the vastness of outer space, it’s hard to 

imagine the small town of Shelburne being the 
centre of a historical event from space. 

On a cloudy summer evening nearly 120 
years ago, a loud rumbling noise was heard 
across Shelburne, but it wasn’t immediately 
clear what caused it. The next day the mystery 
was solved with the discovery of a meteorite 
fragment, Shelburne’s very own visitor from 
outer space. The Museum of Dufferin (MoD) 
has launched a new online exhibit called 
‘Fallen Star,’ which explores the arrival, dis-
covery, and study of what is known as the 1904 
Shelburne Meteorite. 

“We knew that the meteorite had a really 
cool story, and was probably something that 
many people would � nd interesting,” said 
Sarah Robinson, curator for the MoD.

A digital exhibition for the Museum of Duf-
ferin, “Fallen Star,” was created as a way to 
allow the community to have a closure look at 
the piece of history from outer space. 

“The fragment that we have in our collection 
is quite small – about the size of your pinky � n-
ger – and having an online exhibit meant that 
we would be able to include close up photos 
of it and let people see it in a way that they 
wouldn’t necessarily be able to if we had it in a 
display case,” said Robinson. 

One of the areas of focus for the “Fallen 
Star” exhibit is the stories of the two local 
farmers, John Shields and George Johnston, 
who discovered fragments of the meteorite on 
their properties. 

The � rst fragment of the meteorite was dis-
covered beside John Shields’ home on Aug. 14, 
1904, weighing 12.5 pounds and embedded 18 
inches into the ground. The second fragment 
was discovered two weeks later on Aug. 30, on 
George Johnston’s farm. The second fragment 
of the meteorite was much bigger than the � rst, 
weighing almost 28 pounds and buried nearly 
24 inches into the ground. 

“Based on our research, we know that the 
meteorite falling on their properties was a sig-
ni� cant point of pride for both farmers,” said 
Robinson. “Their fragments were displayed 
in the window of the local hardware store; 
newspaper articles were written about them 
and even today, we know that their decedents 
know and love the story.”

Landing in a rural village with a population 
of less than 1,500 in 1904, the fragments of the 
Shelburne Meteorite have been used to study 
and further research.

“In a way, the meteorite is a ‘local celebrity’,” 
said Robinson. “Pieces of it have made their 
way around the world into some of the most 
famous museum collection in the world, from 

the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C to the 
Museum of Natural History in Paris, France 
– even the Vatican Observatory in Italy has a 
fragment.”  

Those interested in � nding out more about 
the “fallen star” can explore the MoD’s online 
exhibit by visiting www.dufferinmuseum.com. 

“The online exhibition is a fun, engaging read. 
It brings science and social history together, 
and puts our small community on the map in 
terms of historic discoveries,” said Robinson. 

Amaranth barn � re results in death of 
livestock

A � re that broke out at an Amaranth barn 
has resulted in the deaths of several animals. 

Dufferin OPP, along with crews from Oran-
geville, Shelburne and Grand Valley � re depart-
ments, attended the scene of a barn � re on 8th 
Line in Amaranth shortly after 6 a.m. on Feb. 2.

Police said the � re claimed the lives of sev-
eral farm animals, but there were no humans 
injured. Shelburne Fire is continuing the inves-
tigation of the � re but has deemed it non-sus-
picious. 

Shelburne passes annual budget with 
one per cent increase

Shelburne Town Council has approved 
the 2023 budget, which will see a 1 per cent 
increase in the tax rate. 

Carey Holmes, director of � nancial services 
and treasurer for the Town of Shelburne, pre-
sented a detailed report on the 2023 draft bud-
get for the public during council’s meeting on 
Monday (Feb. 13). 

The 2023 draft budget recommended a 1 per 
cent increase in the tax rate, allowing for an 
overall tax levy increase of 5.3 per cent in tax 
dollars or $460,751. 

The homeowner tax impact for the 2023 
draft budget, based on an average single-fam-
ily home assessment of $355,366, is a 1 per 
cent tax rate increase amounting to an addi-
tional $26.12 per year, or $2.18 per month on 
the town portion. 

The estimated amount to be raised by taxa-
tion in 2023 is just over $9 million, calculated 
by taking the total operating expenses of $11.9 
million for 2022 and subtracting the revenues 
of around $2.8 million. 

The total estimate for the 2023 general 
operating expenses is $11,918,966, which is 
split up amongst eight expenditures, includ-
ing police ($3,138,862); operations and tran-
sit ($2,278,896); general government and 
town hall ($2,493,313); recreation and cul-
ture ($1,225,861); planning and development 
($1,376,301); � re protection ($638,425); coun-
cil and committees ($179,190); and other pro-
tective services ($388,118). 

The 2023 Draft Budget includes $5,339,089 
for capital projects. The capital projects 
include; $3.869,796 for infrastructure, road 
projects, and capital equipment purchases; 
$814,650 to be spent on parks and recreation 
splash pad, improved amenities, playground 
equipment, and capital equipment purchases; 
and $654,643 towards gateway signs, eco-
nomic development initiatives, Grace Tipling 
Hall revitalization and administrative equip-
ment. Council also approved the request to 
use $400,000 from the 2022 surplus to put into 
an equipment reserve to cover capital equip-
ment needs for 2023 and 2024. 

March
Physician Recruitment and Retention 

Task Force to address shortage
Hills of Headwaters Collaborative Ontario 

Health Team (HOHC OHT) has launched a 
Physician Recruitment and Retention Task 
Force to address the shortage of primary care 
physicians in Dufferin County and the Town 
of Caledon. 

An inaugural task force meeting was held 
last Thursday (Feb. 23), with a number of 
community leaders and local politicians in 
attendance. The task force outlined priorities 
in recruitment and retention of family physi-
cians and aims to work with government and 
community stakeholders in creating a plan to 
improve the way the community receives care. 

“We are thrilled to be part of the Task Force, 
acknowledging the important connection 

between primary care physicians, specialists 
and community partners in providing care to 
people across our communities,” said Annette 
Jones, co-chair of HOHC OHT. “We see the 
bene� ts of a connected approach to encourag-
ing health care providers to choose our region 
as their preferred place to practice. Our com-
munity has so much to offer.” 

The task force’s goal is to initially focus on 
recruiting family physicians, with the objec-
tive of expanding its work to recruiting other 
health care providers and specialists to serve 
the community better. 

“We know that having a regular care pro-
vider greatly improves health outcomes, 
reduces mortality, decrease hospitalizations 
and reduces healthcare costs. We look forward 
to working with HOHC OHT and other com-
munity stakeholders to address this shortage 
and ensure equitable access the health care is 
available to everyone in our community,” said 
Orangeville Mayor Lisa Post.

In the last few months, there have been 
signi� cant changes in the number of family 
physicians serving the Dufferin and Caledon 
area, with physicians moving their practices 
elsewhere, retiring or ceasing to practice alto-
gether. The shortage has increased the num-
ber of patients seeking emergency care and 
urgent care clinics. 

According to data from the Hills of Head-
waters Collaborative Ontario Health Team 
(HOHC OHT), there are more than 4,000 peo-
ple in the Dufferin and Caledon area who do 
not have a family physician. This accounts 
for about 5.3 per cent of the Dufferin-Caledon 
population. 

“About one in 20 people within our OHT 
geographic catchment area don’t have regu-
lar access to a primary care physician,” said 
Lianne Barbour, executive director of Dufferin 
Area Family Health Team. 

The task force estimates that 14 more pri-
mary care physicians are needed in Dufferin 
and 29 more in Caledon by 2031 to meet the 
needs of the communities. 

Indigenous exhibit unveiled at museum
The Museum of Dufferin (MoD) and the 

Dufferin County Cultural Resource Circle 
(DCCRC) have unveiled a new art exhibit fea-
turing the works of Indigenous artists. 

Artists, members of the DCCRC, local lead-
ers and community members gathered in the 
Lodge Gallery at the Museum of Dufferin last 
Friday (Match 3) to celebrate the new exhibit 
called, Our Story: Past & Present. 

The exhibit features 20 pieces of art from 
four Indigenous artists – Sharon Rigby, Josh 
Morley, Josy Thomas, and Janice Toulouse. 

Sharon Rigby is an emerging, self-taught 
Haudenosaunee/Anishinaabe artist from 
Akwesasne/Algonquin First Nations. Rigby’s 
piece, Mashkiki Makak, envisions the ability to 
overpower the words contained in the Indian 
Act by weaving pages of it directly into the 
medicine basket. 

Josh Morley is a self-taught Anishinaabe 
illustrator and screen printer from the Stur-
geon Clan of Wabauskang First Nation and is 
based in Peterborough, Ont. Morley uses his 
work to raise awareness of environmental 
issues and sustainability and support the indig-
enous community. His series of � ve prints uti-
lizes blacklight as a tool to encourage people 
to look beyond what they � rst see. 

Josy Thomas began his journey as an art-
ist at a young age, learning of the Longhouse 
Teachings from his grandfather while he 
carved traditional masks for ceremonies. He 
graduated from the Ontario College of Art & 
Design (OCAD) in 1998, and his latest solo 
exhibition, Twisted Spirit, was featured at 
the Leslie Grove Gallery in Toronto. Thomas’ 
sculpture, Twisted Spirit, explores the strug-
gles of Indigenous men and women today to 
keep up with the modern way of life and stay 
true to their traditional ways. 

Janice Toulouse is a senior Ojibwe artist, 
member of the Garden River First Nation and 
was raised in both Serpent River and Toronto. 
Toulouse was the � rst Indigenous graduate 
from Concordia University in Montreal, where 
she earned a Master of Fine Arts in 1985. She 
taught painting and art history for over 20 
years before retiring in 2017. Toulouse’s paint-
ing, The Native Children’s Hidden Bones, is 
dedicated to the Indigenous children who 
didn’t make it home from residential schools. 

Kate is a 3 year old gal who is our greeter 
of the shelter. She is super friendly, silly 
and playful. Any time we turn around she 
is doing something hilarious or adorable. 
Kate would  do  best as an only cat or one 
of two cats as she prefers all the attention.

Kate is spayed, vaccinated, dewormed, 
microchipped,  and � ea treated.

Adoption fee: $275

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Kate

adopt
a cat

519-941-8254

www.fixauto.com

NEED A

GIVE US A CALL

FIND US ONLINE

199 C-Line, Orangeville
(Across from the local OPP station)

BODY SHOP?

Continued on Page 3
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CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION
Trees must be out by 7 a.m. on the Monday to ensure collection during the designated week.

Do not bag trees for collection and ensure that decorations 
and tree stands are removed. 

Trees that are buried in snow will not be collected.

519.941.2816 ext. 2620

Please note: If you have any yard waste left over from 
the fall, you may put it out beside your tree for collection.

JANUARY 2024

Christmas trees in the Town of Orangeville will be collected during 
the week of    January 8th.

Residents in rural areas must call 1.888.941.3345 ext. 1 a week in 
advance to be put on the list for collection the week of   January 8th.

Christmas trees in the urban areas of Grand Valley, Shelburne & the 
rural subdivisions will be collected during the week of  January 15th. 

First payment due on the day of the fi tting, with subsequent monthly 
payments for the remainder of the term. *Fees waived until Jan 31st, 2024.

INTEREST FREE PAYMENT PLANS ON

HEARING AIDS
3 MONTH PLAN

INTEREST-FREE
Payments monthly for

the next 2 months.

6 MONTH PLAN
INTEREST-FREE

Payments monthly for
the next 5 months.

*One-time $59 administration fee waived

12 MONTH PLAN
INTEREST-FREE

Payments monthly for
the next 2 months.

*One-time $129 administration fee waived

OFFER
EXTENDED 
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April

Controversial � gure to speak at local 
freedom rally

The Shelburne Freedom Rally will be 
hosting one of Ontario’s most infamous anti-
mask protestors and conspiracy theorists at 
their upcoming weekend protest.  

In a Facebook post from Mar. 28, rally 
organizer Jeremey Glass announced that 
Chris Saccoccia, also known online as Chris 
Sky, would be guest speaking at the group’s 
Apr. 8 protest.

Saccoccia rose to notoriety during the 
‘freedom’ movement, which began as an 
anti-vaccine campaign and protest against 
COVID-19 restrictions, but it has since 
developed into a catch-all anti-government 
and pro-conspiracy group. 

He is also known for a history of making 
antisemitic, anti-black, Islamophobic, and 
homophobic comments.

According to the Canadian Anti-Hate 
Network, an agency that monitors and 
researches hate groups, Saccoccia quoted 
Adolf Hilter’s Mein Kampf in a 2014 post on 
his Facebook page, adding, “Bang on, like 
he had a crystal ball into the future.” 

He has also been documented writing, “6 
million Jews were murdered is the biggest 
lie created in the history of fake Jew his-
tory.” 

The Canadian Anti-Hate Network also 
noted Saccoccia’s referencing of Black 
Lives Matter activists as “sub human.”

When asked by the Free Press whether 
he was concerned about Saccoccia’s his-
tory of racist comments, Glass said, “Abso-
lutely not, because what we have in Canada 
is freedom of speech and that is why it has 
always been an open mic in Shelburne.”

Water main breaks on Main Street, 
� ooding Shelburne’s downtown

Shelburne’s Main Street was closed for 
several hours following multiple water main 
breaks that caused � ooding in the down-
town core. 

The Town of Shelburne announced the 
closure of Main Street in both directions, 
between William St. and Owen Sound St., 
due to the break on Tuesday (April 11) after-
noon. The pressure from the water main 
breaks caused sections of Main Street to 
rise. The road was reopened on Wednesday 
(April 12).

Jim Moss, director of development and 
operations, told the Free Press on Tuesday 
that there were at least three breaks in the 
water main. 

“Usually it’s corrosion or frost related, and 
it doesn’t help that frost is coming out of the 
ground right now,” said Moss. “But, it seems 
to be over pressurizing from � lling the new 
water tower.” 

According to Moss, the drawings the Town 
of Shelburne has dated the water main to the 
mid-to-late 60s. 

The water main affected by the breaks is 
one of the main lines through Main Street.

Shelburne Town Hall Art Gallery revi-
talization pilot project underway

The Town of Shelburne is looking to draw 
attention to the local art community with a 
revitalization pilot project of the Town Hall 
Art Gallery. 

During their meeting on Monday (April 24), 
Shelburne Council received a report from 
chief administrative of� cer Denyse Mor-
rissey regarding the exhibits pilot project. 

The revitalization of the art gallery was 
based on recommendations from the Com-
munity Improvement Plan (CIP) and the 
Feasibility Study for Grace Tipling Hall on 
how to enhance the pro� le and use of the 
space. 

The exhibit program was developed by 
town staff members as a pilot project that 
will run throughout 2023. The Town Art Gal-
lery will showcase the creative work of local 
artists, including work by individuals, art 
organizations, instructors, and students. 

The � rst exhibition to kick off the pro-
gram was A Retrospective of Darlene Hassal 
Work in Oil, which began on March 31 and 
will run until May 7. 

Since the launch of the pilot project, the 
town has booked an art exhibition for nearly 
every month. 

Upcoming exhibitions include the Streams 
Town Art Gallery (May 19-July 9), Tracy 
Smith and Ellen Brakel (July 14-July 28), 
Brian Blakemand (Sept. 1- Sept. 22), Indig-
enous Art for the National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation (Sept. 30), and Unsung 
Heroes A Tribute to Veterans (Nov. 10-Nov. 
24).

May
Red Dress exhibit honours missing, 

murdered Indigenous women and girls
The Museum of Dufferin (MoD) is paying 

homage to missing and murdered Indige-
nous women, girls and two-spirited people 
with a red dress display. 

“This is the � rst time that we’ve done a 
Red Dress Day display and we hope to con-
tinue to do this into the future, and that this 
is something that other sites, or community 
organizations might join in and do as well,” 
said Sarah Robinson, interim museum ser-
vices manager. 

The MoD’s red dress display consists of 
around 30 dresses that were donated to 
the museum by members of the community 
during a callout back in March. The display 
is located on the front lawn of the museum 
and includes informational signage for those 
who drive a loop of the museum’s driveway.

Red Dress Day was inspired in 2010 by 
Jamie Black, a Métis artist based in Win-
nipeg, who hung hundreds of empty red 
dresses in public places to represent miss-
ing and murdered Indigenous women and 
girls, raising awareness

Red Dress Day is held annually on May 
5, the National Day of Awareness for Miss-
ing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls (MMIWG) and Two-spirited people. 
According to Statistics Canada, the rate of 
homicide of Indigenous women in 2014 was 
almost six times higher than non-Indige-
nous women. 

As part of their recognition of Red Dress 
Day, the Museum of Dufferin had a special 
ribbon skirt created by Sharon Rigby, a local 
Indigenous artist. The ribbon skirt is on dis-
play inside the museum.

Concert honouring Gordon Lightfoot 
coming to Fiddle Park

The songs of legendary Canadian singer/
songwriter Gordon Lightfoot have been 
heard across the country for more than � ve 
decades and will continue to be heard in the 
Shelburne community this coming summer.

Leisa Way and her Wayward Band will 
bring their “Early Morning Rain” concert to 
Fiddle Park in Shelburne on August 13 at 
7:30 p.m. 

“It’s a joy to be in our hometown area, 
so that the hometown crowds can come 

see the concert. We love coming here, the 
audiences are always so warm and friendly. 
We look forward to every show, but to be in 
Shelburne will be special,” said Way. 

Written, produced, and performed by 
Leisa Way herself, ‘Early Morning Rain’ cel-
ebrates Gordon Lightfoot’s legendary career 
through a comprehensive tour of his life 
and music told through stories and perfor-
mance. 

Way and her band originally debuted the 
‘Early Morning Rain’ concert in February 
2020, with a three-week sold-out run at The-
atre Orangeville. Their plan was to tour the 
concert in 26 theatres throughout 2020, but 
those plans were delayed as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Reworking the concert for reopening, 
Way chose to delve deeper into her own per-
sonal reasons for producing ‘Early Morning 
Rain,’ speci� cally speaking about her dad, 
who died in 1999 and was a Gordon Light-
foot fan. 

“My dad couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket, 
but when he was in his workshop he’d sing 
Gordon Lightfoot,” said Way.

Way and her band reopened ‘Early Morn-
ing Rain’ on stage at the Orillia Opera House, 
in Lightfoot’s hometown of Orillia, on May 
6. The concert was held just days after news 
broke of Lightfoot’s death at Sunnybrook 
Hospital in Toronto at the age of 84. 

“It was overwhelming and powerful in 
many ways. We were more nervous than 
we’ve ever been because we knew the 
responsibility of giving Gord’s fans a great 
send off for him,” said Way.

June 
Dufferin � re chiefs issue warning over 

recent dry and hot weather
Fire chiefs in Dufferin County have raised 

their concerns about the level of � re danger 
due to dry and hot weather conditions. 

A high � re danger rating was issued on 
June 1, effective immediately, applying to all 
municipalities across Dufferin County. 

“We ask that residents avoid all unneces-
sary outdoor � re burning until the weather 
conditions change and we are able to return 
to normal levels of � re danger,” said acting 
Orangeville Fire Chief Michael Richardson. 
“When danger levels are higher than normal, 
� re can spread more easily. If an outdoor � re 
is necessary, please be mindful of your sur-
roundings.” 

The decision to enact the high � re danger 
level was made by a group of � re chiefs from 
local � re departments, including Grand Val-
ley, Shelburne, Orangeville, Mulmur/Melanc-
thon, and Rosemont. 

Shelburne Fire Chief Ralph Snyder said 
the department’s biggest concerns are uncut 
grass, � elds, and the many forested areas in 
Dufferin County. 

“We would like everybody to use extreme 

caution if they are having outdoor � res,” 
said Snyder. “I would hope nobody would 
have a � re in any Dufferin County forests 
at this time of year or we might be � ghting 
� res just like they are in Northern Ontario 
and Quebec.” 

The Shelburne & District Fire Department 
has responded to � ve no-loss outdoor � res 
year to date. In May, the local department 
responded to no-loss outdoor � res that 
burned 150 acres of grass. 

The � re department has also responded as 
an aid to grass � res for other local depart-
ments, including Grand Valley, Rosemont, 
Honeywood, and Dundalk.

North Dufferin Agricultural and 
Community Taskforce signs quarry 
agreement with Strada Aggregate

North Dufferin Agricultural and Commu-
nity Taskforce (NDACT) and Strada Aggre-
gates have signed an agreement regarding an 
application to quarry below the water table. 

The agreement between the local commu-
nity advocacy organization and the aggre-
gate producer seeking a quarry license was 
announced in a press release from NDACT 
on Tuesday (June 20). 

“Normally a community � nds out about 
aggregate development plans once an appli-
cation is submitted, often resulting in years 
of con� ict and strife between the parties,” 
said Karren Wallace, chair of NDACT. “This 
is a new approach in that the community 
and the aggregate company worked together 
pre-application designing the manner in 
which they will engage through the lifecycle 
of the aggregate project.” 

The signed agreement gives NDACT input 
and decision-making into Strada’s quarry 
application prior to being submitted. As part 
of the agreement, NDACT will not oppose 
the application until and unless the science 
shows the quarry could harm the environ-
ment. 

The agreement includes six protocols 
designed to ensure collaboration and coop-
eration between the two organizations and 
the local municipality throughout all hoses 
of the property development. The six major 
subject areas include communication, peer 
review, wells and natural resources, recre-
ation fund, land assumption, and licence 
assumption. 

In January of 2022, NDACT released a 
list of key terms and conditions they were 
requesting Strada Aggregate follow, includ-
ing the hiring of a community trusted con-
sultant, creating a substantial fund to aid 
in court costs for residents who may expe-
rience water problems, and committing 
to annual funding of 10 cents per tonne of 
their extracted aggregate to the Honeywood 
Arena. 

The three terms and conditions were 
included in the signed agreement.

Sheila Eccles
124 Garafraxa St. S., Durham, ON  N0G 1R0
519-369-2935 • 1-888-262-2680
seccles@cmrinsurance.com

Home  •  Auto  •  Farm  •  Commercial
Honest, Reliable, Personal Service

Craig, McDonald, Reddon
Ins. Brokers Ltd.
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It’s that time of year when people make their 
annual New Year’s resolutions and vow to 
either stop doing something, start doing some-
thing, or do something better than they did last 
year.

It’s also the only time of year you can work 
the word ‘resolution’ into a conversation. If 
you try asking someone what their resolution 
will be for June, you won’t get quite the same 
response.

I’m not sure why New Year’s became 
the time to try a new approach to life. If you 
really wanted to lose weight or quit smoking, 
why didn’t you start the effort in the middle of 
August when the thought fi rst came to you?

It’s also the season some industries abso-
lutely love - because they know your resolu-
tion will boost their sales whether you follow 
through or not.

The fi tness industry will see a surge in mem-
berships as people vow to fi nally get in shape. 
The reality is, those three weekly visits to the 
gym will become two, as you miss one, then 
vow to make it up the following week. You 
probably won’t make it up and skip another 
one because you’re busy. Then, one day, you 
will realize you haven’t been to the gym in 

three months, but the fi tness club still has your 
registration money.

What that really means is you had no real 
interest in getting in shape in the fi rst place, 
because if you did, you would have kept up the 
routine.

Every year, there is a ‘top ten’ list of New 
Year’s resolutions that is published. Who 
knows if it is really accurate, but the activities 
listed all seem to be about right.

At the top of the list is ‘exercise more.’ This 
is an easy one to accomplish if you choose the 
right goal. Exercising more can be as simple 
as walking every day. You don’t have to pre-
pare for a triathlon if you want to stay in better 
shape.

Losing weight is always on the list of top res-
olutions. It’s also probably one of the hardest 
goals to achieve. Most people you know who 
are overweight have had those extra pounds 
for years and will likely have them for many 
more.

Getting organized is on the list – but it doesn’t 
specify whether it means to get organized in 
your personal life or at work. People who are 
highly organized tend to be more productive 
both at home and at work.

If you live life like a whirlwind, most likely, 
you always will.

Learning a new skill or hobby is a popular 
resolution. This is very achievable. If you have 
an interest in trying a new hobby, just do it. If 
you try it and decide it’s not for you, you have 
lost nothing by at least giving it a chance.

Living life to the fullest is on the list. That 
sounds like a good plan, but having a full life 
has different meanings for different people. A 
large part of living large is having the funds to 
pay for all that fun.

However, if your current life is coming home 
from work and sitting in front of the television 
for four hours, you probably should explore 
some options.

Saving more money is a priority for many 
people. However, you’re probably beat before 
you can even try this one.

Our current economy simply won’t allow 
most people to save more money. On the fl ip 
side, if you’re a spendthrift who blows a lot of 
money on frivolous things, you can reconsider 
how you spend your money.

Put out that cigarette and quit smoking – 
that’s always a popular one. I read once that 
it is easier to kick a heroin addiction than it is 

to quit smoking. Having 
a good support sys-
tem through family and 
friends may help here. 
Also, try more activities 
where smoking simply 
isn’t allowed while you’re there.

Spending more time with family and friends 
is on the list. In some cases, spending less 
time with family may be the preferred goal.

Travel more is another popular choice, but 
then again, it’s back to the money situation. 
Not everyone has the funds to spend a lot of 
money on hotels and resorts. However, the 
good side is that you don’t have to travel 1000 
miles to make it a trip. Short trips can be just 
as much fun.

Reading more makes the list. I’m not sure if 
a librarian association suggested this resolu-
tion, but if you want to read more – then read 
more. It’s not like it is going to require a lot of 
effort.

Resolutions are easy to make but diffi cult to 
keep.

If you make a resolution – good luck – if you 
don’t, then just enjoy the ride through the next 
year.

Resolutions BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

On Sunday, the last of 12,000 United 
Nations peacekeeping troops left Mali, 
ordered out by the military regime that 
seized power after two successive coups 
in 2020 and 2021. They leave behind them 
310 Blue Helmets killed over ten years, and 
a country in chaos.

Also on Sunday, the last French troops left 
the neighbouring country of Niger. They had 
been sent there to fi ght the same Islamist 
rebels who were terrorizing Mali. Practically 
every regime in the region is facing a violent 
Islamic revolutionary movement based out 
in the northern, desert parts of the country.

The French are leaving now because 
France refuses to be “held hostage by 
putschists”: that is, by the military regime 
that overthrew the elected president last 
July. The UN troops are really leaving Mali 
for the same reason, although they are more 
diplomatic about it.

French troops also left Burkina Faso 
recently after two military coups last year. 
The young Burkinabé offi cers, like their 
Malian and Nigerien co-conspirators, found 
it wise to blame the foreigners for everything 
that was going wrong, and the three sets of 
rebels have now created a defence pact 
called the Alliance of Sahel States.

The ‘Sahel’ is conventionally defi ned as 
the countries on the southern fringes of the 
Sahara desert, with limited rainfall and high 
temperatures. Most were French posses-
sions during the colonial period, are con-

siderably poorer than most other parts of 
Africa, and have never had much luck with 
forging stable democracies.

Chad, next east from Niger, was already 
a dictatorship, although power passed from 
father to son after the long-ruling incum-
bent, Idriss Déby, stopped a bullet in 2021 
while visiting the northern battlefront against 
the local Islamist terrorists there. Chad is 
the only part of the Sahel where there are 
still foreign troops (apart from Russian mer-
cenaries).

And fi nally Sudan, the only Sahel coun-
try with an economy that rises above sub-
sistence level, thanks to oil and gold. But it 
is now being torn apart by a country-wide 
civil war between two rival branches of the 
armed forces over the division of the spoils.

Six million people in Sudan are ‘internally 
displaced’ already, and 1.5 million have fl ed 
abroad. Yet nobody is sending international 
forces in to ‘restore the peace’ or look after 
the refugees, not even fellow Muslim coun-
tries. Not even rich Arab countries who 
could easily afford it: they know it’s a lost 
cause.

There is no coincidence in all the regime 
collapses, military take-overs and interna-
tional pull-outs: what was bound to happen 
in the Sahel countries is now fi nally happen-
ing. 

All of these countries are semi-desert 
areas that can only support large popu-
lations along two major rivers: the Niger 

for the more western ones, and the Nile 
for Sudan. But there’s a limit to how many 
people they can support, and that limit was 
probably reached some time ago.

So how do you get from that (fairly neutral) 
fact to the current catastrophe? First, there’s 
just not enough money coming in. No matter 
what it does, the state can no longer pro-
vide education, health care, or even security 
for its ever growing population, and people 
get more and more desperate. That’s Phase 
One.

Then some of those desperate people turn 
to extremist ideologies – which in Muslim 
countries means Islamist fanatics. ‘Islamic 
State – Sahel Province’ (founded 2015) and 
various rival groups emerge, and various 
foreign forces arrive to help hold back the 
tide for a time. Phase Two.

Eventually those foreign rescue missions 
give up or are driven out, and any remain-
ing democracies are destroyed by ambitious 
but ignorant soldiers. Phase Three, unfold-
ing now.

What’s Phase Four? Probably, in most 
cases, the Islamist fanatics win the battles 
and take over the state. They kill a lot of peo-
ple, destroy libraries, smash historical mon-

uments, pray furiously 
– but they will not fi g-
ure out how to feed all 
those hungry people. 
They don’t even see 
that as their job. Cf. 
Afghanistan.

And what will the rest of the world do? It 
will shun the Sahel states and seal them off 
from the rest of the world, just like we have 
done to Afghanistan. The African Union may 
try various rescue missions, as it has with 
Somalia, but in the end it will probably give 
up too.

Africa is not doomed. Its future, like that of 
most other places, depends on what it does 
next. Even Senegal, which is technically 
part of the Sahel, is not doomed. Having a 
coastline probably helps, but so does rea-
sonably good government.

But the other Sahel countries probably are 
doomed. They have a lethal combination of 
extreme poverty, a very high ratio of popu-
lation to usable land, and a very high birth 
rate that is showing no signs of signifi cant 
decline. And we are seeing the fi nal days 
of well-intentioned foreign interventions in 
Africa right now.

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAYAbandoning the Sahel
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Vehicle crashes into garage door of residence on Christmas Eve
The Dufferin Detachment of the Ontario 

Provincial Police (OPP) have charged two 
drivers with impaired operation related 
offences.

On Christmas Eve (Dec. 24, 2023) just 
after 1:00 a.m., of� cers from the Dufferin 
OPP responded to a 911 call for service. 
The caller advised that a vehicle had drove 
through the front of a residential dwelling 
in the area of Parkview Drive in the Town 
of Orangeville. Of� cers arrived on scene 
and were led into an impaired operation 
investigation. 

An 18-year-old male, from Brampton has 
been charged with:

• Operation while impaired - alcohol and 
drugs

• Failure or refusal to comply with 
demand

• Dangerous operation
•  Mischief Over $5,000
• Driving motor vehicle with liquor read-

ily available
• Person under 19 years having liquor
• Novice driver - B.A.C. above zero
• Disobey stop sign - fail to stop
•  Young driver - B.A.C. above zero
Later that same day, just before 8:00 

p.m., of� cers from Dufferin OPP were con-
ducting a R.I.D.E. (Reduce Impaired Driv-
ing Everywhere) spot check in the area 
of Orange Street and the Townline in the 
Town of Orangeville. A vehicle entered the 

area and was met by of� cers. At this time, 
they were led into an impaired operation 
investigation.

Jeffrey BEHENNA, a 32-year-old male, 
from Orangeville has been charged with:

• Drive vehicle or boat with cannabis 
readily available

• Drive without proper headlights - motor 
vehicle

• Operation while impaired - alcohol and 
drugs

The accused is scheduled to appear at 
the Ontario Court of Justice in Orangeville 
to answer to the charges. Their driver’s 
licence was suspended, and the vehicle was 
impounded.

None of the listed charges have been 
proven in court.

“Dufferin OPP continues to conduct traf-
� c enforcement daily as drivers who are 
impaired by alcohol or drugs and who drive 
at excessive speeds continue to pose a 
threat to Ontario roads. We are committed 
to the safety of our community,” said Duf-
ferin OPP in a press release.

“The Dufferin OPP reminds motorist to 
plan ahead when consuming alcohol or 
drugs. Use a designated driver, cab, ride-
share, public transit or stay overnight. Any 
amount of alcohol or drugs can impact your 
ability to make sound judgements. In a split 
second you could ruin your future, injure, 
or kill others, and tear a hole in the heart of 

everyone who loves you.”
If you have information about suspected 

unlawful activity, please contact the OPP at 

1-888-310-1122 or Crime Stoppers to remain 
anonymous at 1-800-822-8477 (TIPS) or 
www.crimestopperssdm.com.

CHRISTMAS CRASH: Christmas Eve wasn’t so merry for the homeowners of a residence on Parkview 
Drive in Orangeville. A vehicle crashed through the garage door of the dwelling before offi cers appre-
hended the 18-year-old driver and charged him with impaired driving, mischief over $5,000, and disobey 
stop sign, among several other related charges.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Police seeking public’s assistance with house fi re investigation
Members of the Dufferin Detachment of the 

Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) attended a 
structure � re in the Town of Shelburne.

Dufferin OPP along with Shelburne Fire, 
attended the scene of a house � re on Second 
Avenue West on Dec. 30, 2023, at approxi-
mately 3:00 a.m.

The structure was completely engulfed 
in � ames when emergency services arrived. 
Thankfully, there was nobody inside the 

home at the time of the � re and no injuries 
were reported.

The Ontario Fire Marshal attended the 
scene and is continuing with the investigation 
alongside the Dufferin Crime Unit.  

Police do believe that there were people in 
the area when the � re started. Investigators are 
looking for any potentially relevant dash cam 
footage, home surveillance video or photos 
from the area between 2:00 a.m. and 3:00 a.m. 

If! you have information regarding this 
� re or any other suspected unlawful activity, 
please contact the OPP by phone at 1-888-
310-1122 or visit Crime Stoppers to remain 
anonymous at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or www.
crimestopperssdm.com.

If you had witnessed the � re and wish to 
speak to victim services, Caledon/Dufferin 
Victim Services can be reached at 905-951-
3838.

Festive RIDE program ends with over 30 impaired related charges
Dufferin Detachment of the Ontario Pro-

vincial Police (OPP) have concluded the 
Festive RIDE (Reduce Impaired Driving 
Everywhere) campaign, and the results are 
in.

The Festive RIDE campaign, which ran 
from Nov. 16, 2023, until Jan. 2, 2024, was 
led by the Ontario Association of Chiefs 
of Police (OACP) and involves a collab-
oration among Ontario police services to 
keep roads free of alcohol-impaired and 
drug-impaired drivers. 

During the campaign, police officers 
were highly visible as they conducted 
RIDE initiatives 24 hours a day, seven days 

a week.
The results of the RIDE campaign show 

that drivers who are impaired by alcohol or 
drugs continue to pose a threat to Ontario 
roads. 

• Officers conducted 259 RIDE Programs
• Total hours spent conducting RIDE - 

738 hours
• 21 Drivers charged with impaired oper-

ation related offences
• 32 total impaired related charges
“Dufferin OPP would like to thank the 

concerned citizens who contacted police 
to report a possible impaired driver. These 
calls save lives and therefore we treat 

them as a high priority. If you suspect an 
impaired driver, make that lifesaving call 
and dial 9-1-1,” said Dufferin OPP in a 
press release,

“Members of the public are reminded to 
plan to not drive when planning to drink 
or consume drugs. There are many alter-
native options to remove impaired driv-
ing from the picture, such as a designated 
driver, taxi, rideshare, public transit or 
staying the night.”

Festive RIDE is wrapping up however 
you can still expect to see Dufferin OPP 
officers out day and night ensuring drivers 
are driving sober.

No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

The Citizen CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS
1. Bleated
  6. Snakelike fish
  9. Database 
management system
 13. Russian-American 
violinist
 14. Wendy’s founder 
Thomas
 15. Ancient Italian-
Greek colony
 16. Negatives
 17. Rescued
 18. Self-immolation by 
fire ritual
 19. Assigns tasks to
 21. Island nation native
 22. Trade
 23. Detergent brand
 24. Famed NY Giant
 25. Before
 28. Split pulses
 29. Extremely angry; 
highly incensed
 31. Body part
 33. American state
 36. David __, US 
playwright
 38. Move one’s head 

slightly 
 39. Secret rendezvous
 41. Improved
 44. A place to exercise
 45. 18-year 
astronomical period
 46. Automobile
 48. You can take it
 49. A radio band
 51. Jaws of an animal
 52. Short-billed rails
 54. Chinese province
 56. Shameless and 
undisguised
 60. Horizontal passage 
into a mine
 61. Adult males
 62. Fail to entertain
 63. Dried-up
 64. City in north-
central Utah
 65. Southern U.S.
 66. German river
 67. Oxygen
 68. Make law
CLUES DOWN
 1. Curved segment
  2. Wings
  3. From pentane 

(Chemistry)
  4. Gradually gets into
  5. Commercial 
document (abbr.)
  6. Overhang
  7. Christmas and New 
Year’s 
      have them
  8. Type of bulb
  9. Lacking a plan
 10. Tattle
 11. Rockers like it 
“heavy”
 12. One who’s been 
canonized
 14. Indicate time and 
place
 17. Nobel Prize winner 
in physics
 20. The voice of Olaf
 21. Fragmented rock
 23. They __
 25. Master of 
Philosophy
 26. Backside
 27. Landmark house 
in L.A.
 29. An act of undue 
intimacy 

 30. From which a later 
word is derived
 32. Equal to 10 meters 
 34. Neither
 35. Computer language
 37. Sacred book of 
Judaism
 40. A woolen cap of 
Scottish origin
 42. A way to dedicate
 43. Challenges
 47. British Air Aces
 49. Large, influential 
bank
 50. Portended
 52. Cavalry-sword
 53. Vaccine developer
 55. Napoleonic Wars 
general
 56. Italian Seaport
 57. Hip joint
 58. __ Clapton, 
musician
 59. Insect repellent
 61. Decorative scarf
 65. Delaware

Puzzle No. 241110 • Solution on page B1CROSSWORD



Page 6 The SHELBURNE FREE PRESS, Thursday, January 4, 2024 

S H E L B U R N ESPORTS

When you buy from a small business 
you’re not helping a C.E.O buy a 

3rd holiday home, you are helping a little 
girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his 
team jersey, a mom or dad put food on 

the table, a family pay a mortgage 
or a student pay for college.

Thanks for shopping local!

Shelburne CHURCH DIRECTORY

BETHEL BIBLE CHAPEL
419 Main Street East, Shelburne
   Sunday Services – 9:45am Lord’s Supper
   10:45am Family Bible Hour, Sunday School

Chapel 519-925-3910 or 519-278-0066
www.bethelshelburne.com – All Welcome!!

ABIDING PLACE
FELLOWSHIP

www.abidingplace.ca
519-925-3651

SUNDAY SERVICE 
10:00AM

Come and be Blessed

Mel-Lloyd Centre, Entrance “F” Door, 

167 Centre St, Shelburne
Pastor; Rev. Gord Horsley

PRIMROSE UNITED CHURCH
486281 30th Sideroad, Mono

No Service

TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
200 Owen Sound Street, Shelburne

Sunday Service & Children’s Ministry • 11:00am

o�  ce: 519 925 0905
email: communications@shelburneprimrose.com

www shelburneprimrose.com

A L L  W E L C O M E

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

www.atcalvarybc.ca 
519-216-6001

Sun:  9:30, 10:30 & 1 PM • 553281 Dufferin Rd 16, Orangeville
Wed:  7:30 PM  • 475461 County Rd 11, Amaranth

Pastor Daniel Elliott

CDDHS boys’ basketball teams leading the District

Centre Dufferin District High School Roy-
als boys’ basketballs are having another 
good season on the court, with both the 
Junior and Senior teams in � rst place in 
the District 4 Standings going into the new 
year.

Junior
In the Junior Division, the Royals are 

in � rst place with a 4-1 record and eight 
points. The team has averaged 67 points per 
game this season while allowing an average 
of only 38 points.

The team went undefeated in their � rst 

four games of the season before taking a 
59-55 loss to Westside Secondary School 
from Orangeville on Dec. 20 in the gym 
at Centre Dufferin District High School 
(CDDHS).

There are � ve high schools entered in 
District 4 competition this year.

Erin District High School is in second 
place, followed by Westside, Emmanuel 
Christian High School, and Wellington 
Heights Secondary School.

The Royals have one more home game on 
the schedule once play resumes after the 
holiday break, followed by two road games.

Only the top four teams will advance to 
the playoff round, with semi-� nal games 

slated for Feb. 12 and the championship 
� nal scheduled for Feb. 14.

The Royals Junior team will be back on 
home court for their next game on Wednes-
day, Jan. 10.

Game time is 2:30 p.m.

Senior
The Royals Senior boys team is in � rst 

place in the District standings, going unde-
feated after four games.

The squad has averaged 59 points per 
game while allowing 32 points against for 
the season.

With only four high schools competing in 
District 4 this year, the Senior division has a 

six-game regular season schedule.
Norwell District Secondary School is in 

second place in the District, followed by 
Westside Secondary School and Emmanuel 
Christian High School.

With only four high schools competing in 
the District, the playoffs will have semi-� -
nal games on Feb. 12, with all four teams 
playing and matched up according to their 
� nal standings.

The championship � nal is scheduled to 
take place on Wednesday, Feb. 14.

The Royals will be on the road for their 
� nal two games of the regular season, fac-
ing Emmanuel Christian High School and 
Norwell District.

Written By Brian Lockhart

Battle for fi rst place as Junior C hockey moves into the New Year

It has been a competitive year in local Junior 
C hockey, as � rst place changed several times 
during the � rst half of the season.

Schomberg, Orillia, Alliston, and Stayner 
have all been in the number one spot in the 
North Carruthers Division of the Provincial 
Junior Hockey League this year, although the 
points gap in the top four teams is starting to 
get a little wider.

With the season now half-completed, there 
will be a big effort from all teams as they try 
to secure a good position in the � nal standings 
before going into the playoffs.

The Alliston Hornets are maintaining � rst 
place with 44 points and a 22-6 record. The 
Hornets have played a consistent game this 
season but also had a few surprising losses, 
including a devastating 6-1 home-ice loss to 
the Stayner Siskins on Dec. 8, which frustrated 
both players and fans when they couldn’t score 
against the visitors.

The Siskins are close behind in second place 
with 42 points and a 21-6 record. The Stayner 
teams have also been consistent this season 
but have taken a few surprising losses that cost 
them some points.

The Orillia Terriers are in third place with 
38 points. The Terriers had � rst place for a 
couple of weeks earlier in the season but 
dropped down in the standings. They have 
been a strong team this season, producing 
some good results.

In fourth place, the Schomberg Cougars 
had an excellent start to the season and are 
still putting in a good effort. They have 17 
wins after 26 games and 35 points, with a 
good chance of moving up in the standings 
as they still have 16 games left in the regular 
season.

In the middle of the pack, the Penetang 
Kings, Huntsville Otters, and the Caledon 
Golden Hawks are separated by � ve points. 
Penetang has 26 points, Huntsville has 25, 
and Caledon has 21.

Either of these teams could be the spoiler 
during playoffs.

The Innis� l Spartans are in the number 
eight spot with 14 points.

In the basement, the Midland Flyers have 
managed only two wins in 27 games and have 
no chance of making the playoffs this season.

The North Carruthers Division season gets 
back underway today (Jan. 4) after taking a 
break over the holiday season. 

BATTLE FOR FIRST:  The Provincial Junior Hockey League is moving into the second half of the reg-
ular schedule as teams return after taking a break over the holidays. In the North Carruthers Division, 
the Alliston Hornets are currently in fi rst place. The Hornets take on the Caledon Golden Hawks at the 
New Tecumseth Recreation Complex on Friday, Dec. 22, during their fi nal game of 2023. The Hornets 
left the ice with a 6-0 win in this game.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Written By Brian Lockhart

EXHIBITION PLAY: During the holidays, most hockey leagues were taking a break so players 
could relax and enjoy the holiday season. The Shelburne Wolves U11 Rep team managed to 
get in an exhibition game with the Georgian Shores Lightning at the Centre Dufferin Recreation 
Complex on Saturday, Dec. 30. Both teams played well, but the Wolves had to settle for a loss.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Headwaters Health Care 
Centre announces fi rst 

birth of 2024

The � rst baby to be born at our local 
hospital in 2024 was a boy.

On January 1 at 8:56 p.m. parents Ash-
ley and Dan Powell welcomed their new 
son Maverick, weighing six pounds and 
thirteen ounces, to the world.

Maverick was born at the Headwaters 
Health Care Centre in Orangeville.

Maverick is the Powells’ third son, 
and he joins his two older brothers in 
being born at Headwaters Health Care 
Centre.

In 2023, there were 861 deliveries at 
the Headwaters Health Care Centre. 
Headwaters has four obstetricians with 
clinics adjacent to the hospital, which is 

located at 140 Rolling Hills Drive. 
Heather Goulter, Headwaters Health 

Care Centre Communications Special-
ist, noted each piece of equipment used 
by the hospital’s doctors and nurses 
is funded by community donations 
through the Headwaters Health Care 
Foundation. 

“Thanks to the generosity of our lo-
cal community, this includes new equip-
ment for Headwaters’ Obstetrical pro-
gram,” she said. 

Goulter also shared the fact that 
midwives registered with Midwives of 
Headwater Hills have hospital privileg-
es at Headwaters and work alongside 
Headwaters’ Obstetrical Team of phy-
sicians and nurses to offer midwife-at-
tended hospital births.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

Written By Zachary Roman
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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CLASSIFIEDS
519.925.2832 • Fax: 519-925-5500 • email@shelburnefreepress.ca

Email, or call us for pricing. Classifi ed cut-off time is 12 pm Tuesday

AUCTIONS

Call Debbie at 519-925-2832
for more information.

We are currently seeking 

NEWSPAPER CARRIERS
We are currently seeking 

CALLINGCALLING
ALL ALL 
KIDS!KIDS!

MAIN STREET • MURIEL STREET • THIRD AVENUE 
FOURTH AVENUE • WILLOW STREET

MARIE STREET • FLEMING WAY
FIRST STREET • OWEN SOUND STREET

HERE ARE A FEW FEATURES FROM 2023.
JOIN US IN MAKING 2024 ANOTHER GREAT YEAR!

OVER 33,000 LOTS CATALOGED   50+ AUCTIONS   OVER 20,000 HAPPY BIDDERS
NEW 2,400 SQ FT BUILDING    15 ENGAGED & EAGER STAFF MEMBERS

December 8th – Coins, 
Art & Jewelry Sale

October 13th – Annual 
Fall Equipment Sale

January 13th – A January Gem 
Coins, Art & Jewels

November 3rd – Antiques, 
Collectibles, Quality Household

Items

February 3rd – Tools, Tools & 
More Tools!

March 24th – Highland Farms 
Auction

September 29th – Vintage Toys 
& Collectibles

August 22-26 – 4 Day
Straight Shooter Sale

July 27th – Comic Book Craze
& Sport’s Collectibles

June 16th – Reid’s Heritage 
Homes – Staging Blowout

May 19th – New Home 
Builder’s Sell Off Sale

April 13-14 – 2 Day - Gas & Oil, 
Advertising & Toys

519-288-2228 • Dennis@kiddfamilyauctions.com • Lyn@kiddfamilyauctions.com

Visit us online for more at www.kiddfamilyauctions.com

SERVICES

OBITUARIES

HANDYMAN. You need it, I can do it for a fair price. Call 
Terry. 519-925-4310

CONTRACTOR REPAIRS, restores, Jacks  up, dis-
mantles Farm buildings, Homes, Cottages Roofi ng, Sid-
ing, Doors, Windows, Beams, Posts, Piers, Foundations, 
Concrete work. Eavestroughing, Decks, Docks, Sheds. 
Fencing Installed or Replaced or Fixed.  Brian Mc Curdy 
519-986-1781  OR 519-375-0958

JAMES “JIM” RALPH
OCTOBER 6, 1935 - DECEMBER 23, 2023
Jim passed peacefully at home 
on Saturday, December 23, 2023 
in his 89th year. Loving husband 
of Denise, dear father of Cathy 
(Kotsopoulos) and David (Ralph), 
stepfather to Pam (Taylor) and 
David (Bishop) and survived by 
his brother David (Ralph) and 
wife Janice. Jim will be fondly 
remembered by his grandchildren, great-grand children, 
many close friends and business associates.

Jim’s was a life well lived, a kind and gentle man. During 
his 41-year marriage, he and Denise enjoyed travelling 
to many destinations with friends and golf buddies, 
including winters down south. Above all, the fondest 
memories are those of much love and laughter.

We will be forever grateful to the palliative care team for 
their kindness and support…amazing.

Jim was loved by many and will be missed by all.  At 
his request, no funeral service will be held, however, a 
celebration of life will take place in the spring. 

If there is a message Jim wanted to leave with us, it was to 
give friends and family a big hug and tell them you love 
them…while you still can.

Online condolences may be made at www.imfunerals.
com.

 

SAWDEN, VIVIAN J.
Peacefully at Dufferin Oaks on 
Tuesday, January 2, 2024 at the 
age of 94.  Beloved wife of the late 
William Sawden. Loving mother 
of Brian (Laverne) Sawden and 
Sharon (Alf) Ellis. Devoted 
grandmother of Dana Ellis 
(Shivan) and Dean Ellis (Rayne), 
step-grandmother of Judi Nedza 
(Andy) and Patrick Nigh (Rita) and great-grandmother 
of Ledger Ellis. She will be lovingly remembered by her 
many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Family and friends were received at the Jack & Thompson 
Funeral Home, Shelburne on Thursday, January 4, 2024 
from 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. The funeral service followed in 
the funeral home chapel at 2:00 p.m Interment took 
place at Shelburne Cemetery. If desired, donations to 
Dufferin Oaks or the Heart & Stroke Foundation would 
be appreciated. Online condolences and donations may 
be placed at www.jackandthompsonfuneralhome.com

FreePressShelburne

For all your
advertising needs in the

SHELBURNE AREA
call Debbie Freeman at

our Shelburne offi ce:

519-925-2832
 or 519-216-1021

Hire?NEED TO

Call 519-925-2832 to advertise. FreePressShelburne

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

FOREST CITY FUNDING Lic # 10671
211 MAIN ST E, SHELBURNE, ON  L9V 3K4 

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

519-925-6700 X102 
CELL: 519-938-6518 

FAX: 519-925-6800
cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

WWW.CAROLFREEMAN.CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

VALKO FINANCIAL LTD.  Lic : 13047 211 Main St. E, Shelburne, ON • L9V 3K4
Independently Owned & Operated

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

SHELBURNE
SERVICE

DIRECTORY

Don’t like doing your books?
We offer comprehensive bookkeeping services, so 
you can concentrate on what you do best!

Located in FEVERSHAM
Tel: 705-444-4674   Email: susan@mullinbookkeeping.ca

Serving clients in Feversham and surrounding areas

Tel: 705-444-4674   Email: susan@mullinbookkeeping.ca or info@mullinbookkeeping.ca

Don’t like doing your books?
We offer comprehensive bookkeeping services, so 
you can concentrate on what you do best!

Located in FEVERSHAM
Tel: 705-444-4674   Email: susan@mullinbookkeeping.ca

Don’t like doing your books?

GARAGE DOOR
EXPERTS

GARAGE DOORS

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865 
www.allmontdoors.com

Visit our showroom at 
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

Every detail guaranteed.

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865 • www.allmontdoors.com
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

GARAGE DOORS
GARAGE DOOR

EXPERTS

GARAGE DOORS

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865 
www.allmontdoors.com

Visit our showroom at 
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

Every detail guaranteed.

Broken Spring

Broken Cable

~ Pool Construction
~ Landscape Design
~ Decks, Cabanas,
   Fencing
~ Concrete Patios
~ Interlocking Patios

647-618-6435647-618-6435

Book Now for Spring 2024Book Now for Spring 2024

cristianocontracting@gmail.comcristianocontracting@gmail.com

Book your Winter Tire Changeover now!
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802 Main Street East,Shelburne

Call 519.925.2121
Pricing may vary by location. An additional charge may apply for premium toppings, sauces, extra cheese, and special pizza types 

including: Handmade Pan Pizzas, Thin Crust Pizzas, Gluten Free Pizzas and Feast Pizzas. Please refer to offer when ordering. 
Limited time. Prices, participation, delivery area & delivery fee may apply,. Terms and charges may vary.

$2499

2 MEDIUM PIZZAS
WITH 6-TOPPINGS

COMBINED & 
1 CHEESY BREAD

$$24249999
ORDER NOW

2 MEDIUM PIZZAS
WITH 6-TOPPINGS
2 MEDIUM PIZZAS
WITH 6-TOPPINGS
2 MEDIUM PIZZAS
WITH 6-TOPPINGSWITH 6-TOPPINGS

BUILD YOUR COMBO


