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CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY: Work is being done on the grounds of Headwaters Health Care Centre to build a new section that will 
house an MRI. The Smart Headwaters Campaign, which raises funds for the new MRI, recently received $3 million through its matching gift 
challenge, thanks to a commitment made by the Morningview Foundation. Read more on Page 7.
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County of Dufferin mulls 5.6 per cent tax increase in 2025

Dufferin County Council has been pre-
sented with a tax levy increase of 5.6 per 
cent for the 2025 budget. 

During their meeting on Jan. 9, Dufferin 
County Council was given a presentation 
overview of the draft 2025 budget from Ai-
mee Raves, manager of corporate � nance 
and treasurer for the County of Dufferin. 

Raves noted in the budget overview that 
the 2025 draft budget has been impacted 
by a number of external factors, including 
federal and provincial policy changes and 
funding, economic conditions and pres-
sure in the labour market. 

“These factors put not only direct � -
nancial pressure on the County, but also 
affect staff and resource capacity,” Raves 
wrote in the budget document. “Expenses 
have increased signi� cantly, mostly due to 
planned capital work which will require 
borrowing. Another large portion of the 
increase is offset by government trans-
fers and a continued strategy to mitigate 
some of the remaining impact by applying 
reserves.” 

The total operating expenses for 2025 in 
the County of Dufferin is $161,636,000. 

“[It’s] a signi� cant jump over 2024, 
mainly due to the larger capital projects,” 
explained Raves. 

To maintain the status quo going into 
2025, the County of Dufferin would require 
$48,989,000 in tax levy, which would be an 
increase of 3.2 per cent or 1.5 million. 

Dufferin County staff has a proposed 
$1,841,000 in additions to the status quo 
tax levy. The additional included new staff 
positions valued at $413,000, previously 
committed project valued at $295,000 and 
new projects costing $1,133,000.

The additions and the factoring in of 
growth leaves a proposed tax levy in-
crease of 5.6 per cent, which is approxi-
mately $22.40 for each $100,000 of assess-
ment. 

During the meeting, Raves summarized 
major initiatives and projects supporting 
the County of Dufferin’s Strategic Plan. 

The projects were broken down into 
� ve categories:

Climate and Environment
• Better Home Retro� t Program - 

$2,030,000
• Climate Master Plan - $250,000
• County Buildings Energy Retro� t 

study - $200,000
• Electric vehicle charging stations for 

County � eet - $625,000
• Long Term Waste Strategy Update and 

Audits - $122,000

Community
• Housing Strategy Implementation - 

$685,000
• Upgrades and Capital Maintenance on 

Housing Stock - $1,887,000
• Paramedic Services Master Plan - 

$100,000
• Additional Paramedic shift in Shel-

burne - $426,000

Economy
• Advance Workforce Strategy for Early 

Childhood Educators 
• County-wide Community Improvement 

Plan - $80,000 
• Investment Attraction Program - $25,000
• Tourism Development - $20,000

Governance
• Review Committee/Meeting Structure 
• Progress New Operations Centre 
• Edelbrock Centre Improvements, De-

sign Work - $750,000
• Complete Digital Modernization proj-

ects - $843,000
• Fundraising and Sponsorship Plan for 

the Museum of Dufferin 

Equity 
• Begin Implementation of Older Adults 

Strategy - $160,000
• Transit Improvements - $246,000
• County-wide Community Improvement 

Plan - $80,000
• Investment Attraction Program - $20,000
• Indigenous Education Training - $35,000
“We have a lot of different projects that 

we have on the go,” said Raves. 
Raves noted that Dufferin County Council 

has options to reduce the tax levy, including 
increasing reserves, increasing expenses, 
postponing or removing speci� c projects, 
changing service levels, reducing contribu-
tions to capital, and applying more reserves. 

Dufferin County Council will be holding 
a special meeting scheduled for Jan. 30 for 
further discussion of the 2025 Budget. 

Written By PAULA BROWN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
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NOW HIRING!
SCHOOL BUS AND CHARTERED DRIVERS

PART TIME OPPORTUNITIES IN
Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand Valley,  Mono, Melancthon and Mulmur

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED
Drive a School bus and make a difference in a child’s education.

SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME
Drive with purpose and earn more.

Join our team of school bus drivers and enjoy extra pay.

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING
Attridge Transportation Inc. is providing friendly training for steady part-

time bus drivers (and in some cases spare drivers).

Professional Experience not required.  
Vehicles are all automatic.

Attridge Transportation is an inclusive and accessible employer. We welcome a diverse range 
of candidates to apply for this position.  Including people with disabilities.  Accommodations 

are available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

Call 1-888-749-1515 or Email  jobs@attridge.com
attridge.com

Supplement Your 
Income

Free Training 
Now

APPLY  TODAY!
Family Owned Business Established In 1987

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732
Fireplacestop.com

STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN. BUY NOW!

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
BBQS, A/C Units, Furnaces, Heat Pumps, Electric Fireplaces and more!

90 DAY
INVENTORY

SALE
STARTING JAN. 1ST

Shelburne to advocate for truck bypass with Ministry of Transportation

Councillors and staff members from 
the Town of Shelburne will be attending a 
meeting with the Ministry of Transportation 
(MTO) to delegate about the potential for a 
truck bypass. 

During their meeting on Monday (Jan. 9), 
Denyse Morrissey, chief administrative of� -
cer for the Town of Shelburne, gave council 
a verbal update on the upcoming delegation 
with the MTO. The meeting is scheduled to 
be held on Jan. 20. 

Morrisey told Council that staff will ask 
the MTO to lead the engagement and facilita-
tion to implement the next steps for a poten-
tial truck bypass for the Town of Shelburne. 

“We, as a lower tier municipality, have 
gone as far as we possibly can go with this 
initiative,” said Morrissey. 

The need for a truck bypass in Shelburne 
has been a priority concern dating back to 
2003. The Town of Shelburne last delegated 
the need for a truck bypass to the MTO in 
2019. 

“It’s more than just the congestion, traf� c 
and noise. It’s the impact [to the] downtown 
health and wellness, and the viability of our 
investments being impacted,” said Morrissey. 
“For a business who has to have a patio or 
would like to, it certainly isn’t a great experi-
ence to sit there and enjoy a coffee or sand-
wich when you have this rumbling going past 
you.” 

While the delegation to the MTO has not 

yet been made public, Morrissey did note 
during the Council meeting that they will 
be presenting four options to the Ministry 
of Transportation and will be requesting the 
MTO explore whether the route options can 
be reviewed for a truck bypass.

Alongside their 2025 delegation, the Town 
of Shelburne will also be submitting their 
delegation to the MTO from 2019 as well as 
the County of Dufferin Transportation Mas-
ter Plan, which included the Shelburne truck 
bypass. 

Concluding the update, Shelburne Mayor 
Wade Mills provided further insight into the 
expectations and outcomes of the delega-
tion. 

“Delegations at these conferences are 
15 minutes from start to � nish. These are 

not meant to be conversations to solve all 
the problems. It is meant to get facetime in 
front of the ministry and say ‘the issue hasn’t 
resolved itself, it hasn’t gone away’, and to 
keep the dialogue going,” said Mills.

Mills added his expectations from the 
meeting with the Ministry of Transportation.

“At this point, I think our 15-minute pitch is 
– going back in recent memory we have done 
everything the Province has asked us to do, 
in terms of moving this ball down the � eld. 
We’re at the end of what we can do. [It’s] time 
for the Province to pick it up and run with it.” 

Following the meeting with the Ministry of 
Transportation, the delegation document will 
be made public to the community through 
the Council page on the Town of Shelburne 
website. 

Written By PAULA BROWN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dufferin and District recognizes National Mentoring Month 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dufferin and 
District is celebrating the efforts of their vol-
unteer mentors as they recognize National 
Mentoring Month. 

National Mentoring Month is an annual 
campaign recognized in January, which looks 
to acknowledge the positive impacts of men-
toring relationships, raise awareness about 
mentoring opportunities, and encourage 
community members to volunteer.  

“Our volunteers mean everything to us. 
They truly are the ones that are having the 
impact on children, and by extension, our 
whole community, through the power of their 
mentoring,” said Nancy Stallmach, executive 
director of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Duffer-
in and District. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dufferin and 
District has two key programs that volun-
teers can become mentors through. 

The Community-Based Mentoring Program 
sees one child matched with an adult mentor, 
and the two meet once a week or every oth-
er week for a couple of hours. Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters works to match the ‘big’ and 
‘little’ pairings with similar interests and en-
courages low-cost or no-cost activities. Some 
of the common activities include hiking, bike 
riding, playing at the park, baking, doing arts 
and crafts, or learning a new skill.

The local chapter also runs the In School 
Mentoring Program, which sees a volunteer 
mentor matched with a child at one of the 
schools in the Upper Grand District School 
Board (UGDSB). The mentor meets with the 
children once a week for one hour at the 

school during the school year. 
Within the schools, Big Brothers Big Sisters 

also runs “Go Girls” and “Game On,” which 
are group programs that teach children about 
the bene� ts of active living, healthy eating, 
good self-esteem, and mental health. 

“All of the children in our programs have 
faced adversity in some way, so these pro-

grams allow them to see a brighter future for 
themselves,” said Stallmach. 

As they recognize the efforts of their volun-
teer mentors throughout January, Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of Dufferin is also hoping to 
share the need for more volunteers for their 
mentoring programs. 

According to Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Dufferin and District, they served over 200 
children in all of their programs throughout 
the year and have around 45-50 volunteers 
who are mentors.

“We’re currently looking for volunteers 
throughout Dufferin County, particularly we 
have a higher need for male volunteers,” said 

Stallmach. 
Stallmach added that they currently have 

roughly 15 children on their waitlist. The ma-
jority of them are little brothers waiting for a 
big brother match. 

“Some of them don’t wait long at all, but 
some of them are waiting a while, especially 
if they’re boys in the Shelburne area. It’s an 
unfortunate thing that they do wait a while 
before we can � nd a match for them,” said 
Stallmach. 

Becoming a volunteer mentor with Broth-
ers Big Sisters does not require a speci� c 

quali� cation and volunteers are only asked 
for a one-year commitment. 

“A good mentor is someone who likes 
spending time with other people and is will-
ing to listen to the child to get to know them,” 
said Stallmach. “It’s a very rewarding volun-
teer experience for anyone who would like to 
make a positive impact on a particular child 
and also the community.”

Individuals who are interested in volun-
teering as a big brother or big sister can � ll 
out an application form on the Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Dufferin and District website

RECOGNITION: Big Brothers Big Sisters of Duff erin and District are celebrating National 
Mentoring Month throughout January and are recognizing the eff orts made by their 45 to 
50 volunteers. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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“Our volunteers mean 
everything to us. They truly are 

the ones that are having the impact 
on children, and by extension, our 

whole community, through the 
power of their mentoring.”

Nancy Stallmach, executive director of 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dufferin and District
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North Dufferin Wellness Centre
712 Main Street East, Unit 101

Shelburne • 519-925-1215

LIFE IS WONDERFUL! Don’t miss a word of it.

CHECK YOUR HEARING
Take this quick quiz and check your ability to hear properly.
1. Do people seem to mumble or talk softer than they used to?
2.  When in a crowd or in a busy restaurant, is it hard for you to 

follow the discussion?
3. Do you feel tired or irritable after a long conversation?
4.  Do you feel the need to turn up the volume on your TV or 

radio such that it is too loud for others?
5. Do you often need to ask others to repeat themselves?
6. Has someone close to you pointed out you may have a hearing problem?
7. Do you fi nd it di�  cult to pinpoint where a noise comes from?

 Yes     No
 Yes     No

 Yes     No
 Yes     No

 Yes     No
 Yes     No
 Yes     No

How did you do?
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you may be experiencing some hearing loss.

RISK-FREE 90 DAY  |  In-Home Trial

Your free hearing checkup will include:
•FREE Hearing Screening
•FREE Hearing Consultation

Payment
Plans
Available

Local police officer challenges County Council to participate in polar plunge

Dufferin County councillors have been 
challenged by Dufferin OPP to take part in 
the 2025 Shelburne Polar Plunge for Special 
Olympics Ontario. 

At their first meeting of the year on Jan. 9, 
Dufferin County Council received a delega-
tion from Dufferin OPP Const. Jeff McLean 
regarding the annual polar plunge challenge. 

“I’d like to challenge everybody sitting at 
this table to jump in,” McLean told Council. 
“I want to encourage those who did partici-
pate last year, whether it was donations or 
participating in the event, to come out again. 
If you jumped in previously, you know it’s 
not really that bad.” 

The Polar Plunge for Special Olympics 
Ontario is an annual fundraiser that sees 
community members “freezin’ for a reason” 
by jumping into a cold body of water to raise 
money to support Special Olympics athletes. 

The money raised through the event is 
used to assist the athletes in a number of 
ways such as training and purchasing uni-
forms. 

“It allows them to grow, it gives them the 
opportunity to fit in and become champi-
ons,” said McLean. 

According to Special Olympics Ontario 
– Dufferin, there are more than 50 athletes 
registered locally, who participate in sport 

clubs year-round. 
The local chapter of Special Olympics 

Ontario offers seven sports for athletes to 
participate in, including basketball, bocce, 
curling, snowshoeing, softball, swimming 
and track and field. 

Last year, the Shelburne Polar Plunge for 
Special Olympics Ontario saw close to 80 
“plungers” take part in the event and raised 
over $18,000 for Special Olympics Ontario. 

“It’s amazing for such a small community 
to continue to raise this amount of money,” 
said McLean. 

As part of the event, Dufferin OPP hands 
out an award called the “Frozen Belt,” which 
is given to the individual who raises the most 
money for the event.  

“This year, we’re officially announcing it. 
We’ll be presenting it on stage at the event to 
make sure that whoever wins gets the recog-
nition they deserve,” said McLean. 

McLean noted to Council that the 2024 
recipient of the “Frozen Belt” raised over 
$5,000 by himself, which contributed to 
their fundraising total of $18,000. 

The 2025 Shelburne Polar Plunge for Spe-
cial Olympics Ontario will be held on Feb. 
17 (Family Day) from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Shelburne Fairgrounds, located at 377 
William Street. 

The Polar Plunge has been moved from its 
original location at Fiddle Park to coincide 
with the Town of Shelburne’s annual free 

family day skate, and allow residents to at-
tend both community events. 

“People can have the free family skate and 
then they can go watch people be uncom-
fortable by jumping in the pool,” explained 
McLean. “We’re not splitting the community; 

it’s walking distance basically everywhere in 
town. 

Those interested in registering to take 
part in the 2025 Shelburne Polar Plunge or 
would like to donate to the cause can do so 
by visiting, www.polarplunge.ca. 

FREEZIN’ FOR A REASON: The 2025 Shelburne Polar Plunge for Special Olympics Ontario 
is returning on Feb. 17 (Family Day) and Dufferin OPP Const. Jeff McLean is challenging 
Dufferin County councillors to take part.
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Ontario Liberal candidate Prendergast for Dufferin–Caledon withdraws from race
Orangeville councillor Tess Prendergast 

announced she is withdrawing as the Ontar-
io Liberal candidate for Dufferin–Caledon in 
the next provincial election.

Prendergast, a French teacher and librar-
ian, announced her candidacy on Oct. 20 of 
last year.

She put out a statement regarding her 
withdrawal on Jan. 7, where she noted that 
the recent passing of her father, shortly be-
fore Christmas, has been an immeasurable 
loss for both her and her family.

“As we navigate this challenging time, I 
have made the difficult decision to prioritize 
my family’s well-being and step back from 
the responsibilities of a provincial cam-
paign,” Prendergast’s statement reads. “This 
decision was not made lightly but reflects 
my belief that this campaign – and our com-
munity – deserve the full focus and dedica-
tion of its candidate.”

The statement noted Prendergast’s “im-

mense gratitude” to the Ontario Liberal Par-
ty, its local membership and everyone who 
has supported her in her candidacy.

“It has been a privilege to work alongside 
so many passionate and dedicated individu-
als who are committed to building a better 
future for Dufferin–Caledon and Ontario,” 
the statement noted. “I have deep respect 
for the commitment and determination re-
quired to lead a successful campaign. While 
I step back from this role, I remain confident 
that the next candidate will bring the energy 
and vision needed to champion the values 
we share and work tirelessly for a brighter 
and more prosperous future for our commu-
nity.”

Prendergast will remain actively involved 
in assisting with a smooth transition to the 
next candidate for the Ontario Liberal Party 
to ensure the momentum that’s been built 
will continue without disruption. 

“This has been a profoundly difficult de-
cision, but one I believe is in the best inter-
est of my family and the campaign. I remain 

committed to supporting the Ontario Liberal 
Party and the new candidate as they build 
on the progress we have made together,” 

reads Prendergast’s statement. “Thank you 
for your understanding and support during 
this time.”

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Parking tickets issued on Dec. 27 in Shelburne 
overturned by council, eligible for reimbursement

Shelburne Town Council has unanimous-
ly agreed to overturn parking tickets issued 
to residents for overnight street parking on 
Dec. 27. 

During their first meeting of the year on 
Monday (Jan. 9), Councillor Dan Sample in-
quired about amending a previously passed 
motion, to allow for relief of tickets issued 
to residents on Dec. 27 for overnight parking 
on the street. 

“I guess there was a bit of miss under-
standing on my part when I said give relief 
to include Boxing Day. When I mentioned 
Boxing Day, I assumed it would carry over 
to the morning of the 27th, not midnight of 
the 26th,” explained Sample. “I wouldn’t ex-
pect people to be at their relatives or fami-
ly members and at 12 o’clock have to move 
their cars. I expected that night to be includ-
ed, it wasn’t, and I’d like to have it included 
and give relief to the tickets issued for that 
time frame.” 

Coun. Sample initially brought forward a 
motion at one of Council’s October meet-

ings, which requested an extension of street 
parking until Dec. 1. Council passed the mo-
tion to grant relief for restricting on-street 
parking for the additional two weeks at their 
Nov. 4 meeting. 

As part of the motion, Shelburne Town 
Council also granted parking relief from 
Christmas Eve (Dec. 24), Christmas Day 
(Dec. 25), Boxing Day (Dec. 26), and New 
Year’s Eve (Dec. 31).

Jennifer Willoughby, director of legislative 
services, noted to councillors that a total of 
37 tickets were issued on Dec. 27, of which 
32 were for on-street parking.

In order to reconsider the motion, Shel-
burne Town Council needed a two-thirds 
majority vote to overturn and introduce an 
amended motion. 

The amended motion extended the hours 
of on-street parking to include 12 a.m. to 8 
a.m. on Dec. 27. 

Council supported the overturning of the 
previous motion and the amendment unani-
mously. 

Residents who have paid their tickets for 
the on-street parking infraction on Dec. 27 
are eligible for reimbursement.  

Written By PAULA BROWN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
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As part of my work, I do a lot of research.
Some of that research is about local his-

tory. As such, I have spent considerable 
time at the sites of ghost towns, pioneer 
cemeteries, and abandoned or former 
churches in the region.

There is a small pioneer cemetery in 
Mono that hasn’t been used in years, how-
ever, it is well-maintained and preserves 
the memory of those interred there.

There is one monument in particular that 
is rather sad. Five children in one family all 
died within a month of each other. They 
range in age from a toddler to a 14-year-
old.

The obvious answer as to why fi ve chil-
dren in the same family would die in a short 
period is an epidemic of some kind.

The year was 1889, so there are several 
diseases that could have gone through the 
area. It could have been scarlet fever, chol-
era, the fl u, typhus, diphtheria, or yellow 
fever.

At the time, little could be done to cure 
those affl  icted by such diseases.

The idea of preventing illness by deliber-
ately exposing a person to the disease in a 
small way has been around for centuries.

It wasn’t until the late 1700’s, that Dr. 
Edward Jenner created the world’s fi rst 
vaccine. He realized that milkmaids who 
developed cowpox sores, were immune to 

smallpox.
Dr. Jenner reasoned that by contracting 

cowpox, a much milder form of the dis-
ease, their bodies created an immunity to 
smallpox.

He tested his theory by doing what any 
mad scientist would do, and convinced an 
8 year-old neighbour boy, and presumably 
the boy’s parents, to become his test sub-
ject.

It worked. Dr. Jenner had created the 
world’s fi rst usable and workable vaccine.

In 1980, the World Health Organization 
certifi ed that smallpox had been eradicated 
globally.

Vaccination works - there is scientifi c 
proof.

At one time in North America, polio was 
a fairly common disease. Some people 
recovered, some developed lifelong dis-
abilities, and some died.

However, due to vaccinations, the Ameri-
cas were declared polio-free in 1994.

Vaccination uses a simple but eff ective 
technique to protect you from contracting 
a disease.

By introducing dead or weakened forms 
of infections, your body will naturally react 
by creating antibodies to fi ght the invasive 
virus or bacteria.

If you do get the real virus or bacteria 
later, your body will remember the invader 

and know how to fi ght it, thus saving you 
from getting sick.

Have you ever been in a situation where a 
person with a raging cold shows up at work 
or some other event? Everyone around 
them will become uncomfortable knowing 
there is a risk they could catch that cold 
and experience their own week of sniffl  ing, 
coughing, fever, misery.

While there is no vaccine for the common 
cold, a cold is not fatal.

Some people avoid vaccines for diseases 
that could be fatal. It makes no sense to 
avoid a person with a cold, but not have the 
foresight to receive a vaccination that could 
possibly save your life.

Disease in congregate settings has 
resulted in the deaths of millions of people 
as the disease can spread quickly through 
a town.

Schools are hotbeds of germs. There are 
several hundred, or possibly several thou-
sand germy students showing up every 
day. A disease outbreak in a school can be 
a disaster.

That’s why every jurisdiction in North 
America takes the advice of local health 
units and insists students be vaccinated for 
several common diseases.

The COVID pandemic delayed many 
students from getting their regular immu-
nizations and health units are trying to 

get everyone back on 
track.

A student who is not 
immunized may face 
a suspension from 
school.

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit 
has reported that there are currently 5,000 
students in Grades 4, 5 and 6 who do not 
have complete immunization records in 
that region.

While this means that records have not 
been updated, it doesn’t necessarily mean 
most of those kids haven’t been vacci-
nated.

However, it indicates that many of them 
are missing the required vaccinations and 
are now posing health risks to themselves 
and other students.

It is a risk for children who are not vac-
cinated and run the risk of contracting a 
disease.

Some people insist there is a danger in 
having kids vaccinated.

However, the science does not agree 
with this.

What would you consider more danger-
ous – getting vaccinated or contracting the 
plague?

Those vaccinations, if available, would 
have likely saved fi ve pioneer children from 
early deaths.

Get the needle BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

The name is brilliant: ‘vintage tonnage’.
 It evokes 17th-century pirate vessels 

fl ying the skull-and-crossbones, 18th-cen-
tury ships-of-the-line bristling with can-
nons, or even 19th-century clipper ships 
in full sail bringing tea to England and 
America. The images are always romantic 
and often beautiful . 

Whereas the reality is just hundreds of 
giant old rust-buckets.

The ‘vintage tonnage’ is the ‘shadow 
fl eet’ of second-hand oil tankers that were 
spared from the ship breaking yards in 
2022 because Russia lost its export mar-
ket in Europe when it invaded Ukraine. 
There were plenty of potential custom-
ers for cut-price Russian oil in India and 
China, but no pipelines to get it there. It 
had to go by sea.

 Unfortunately for Moscow, the US 
sanctions meant that shipping companies 

that traded internationally and paid insur-
ance on their cargoes were unwilling to 
risk action by the US Treasury and refused 
to carry the Russian oil. However, the 
Russians needed tankers and they were 
willing to pay well over the odds.

There was already a smallish shadow 
fl eet of antiquated tankers carrying 
embargoed oil from Venezuela and Iran, 
but the sanctions on Russian oil exports 
expanded that fl eet at least fourfold. Any-
body with a tanker that could still fl oat, 
however decrepit and unsafe, could make 
a pile of money by putting it at Moscow’s 
disposal.

You’ll have to refl ag it with some coun-
try that doesn’t care much about its rep-
utation: current favourites are Gabon, the 
Cook Islands and Laos (which doesn’t 
even have a coastline). Hire a crew from 
various low-wage countries, and don’t 

waste money on maintenance or insur-
ance.

If yours is the tanker that picks up the 
oil in Russia, you’ll need to transfer it to 
another one out at sea so the documents 
and the maritime tracking data don’t mark 
the delivery as coming from a Russian 
port. (Yes, there’s a risk of a big oil spill if 
you do a transfer in mid-ocean with ships 
that weren’t designed for it, but the spill 
would be somebody else’s problem.)

And after a few years you’ll have made 
your pile. Scrap your ships or sell them on 
to some other chancer, and you’re home 
and dry. You probably should not visit the 
United States, because the US Treasury’s 
Offi  ce of Foreign Assets Control has a 
long memory – but maybe all will be for-
given once Donald Trump is in the White 
House again.

Is Trump really going to maintain the 
US sanctions on Russian oil sales when 
he admires dictators like Russia’s Vladimir 
Putin? Isn’t Trump the man who said he 
could settle the war between Russia and 
Ukraine in one day? Doesn’t that imply 
he’s just going to force the Ukrainians to 
accept Russia’s peace terms?

 Who knows? It’s a fair bet that Trump 
himself doesn’t know what he will do. And 
some of what the Biden administration 
has been doing in its fi nal week goes well 
beyond just sowing poison pills to limit the 
future damage Trump will do.

At the last possible minute, true to form, 
the outgoing administration has fi nally 
done what it should have done a couple 
of years ago. It extended sanctions to the 
biggest Russian oil and gas companies, 
Gazprom Neft and Surgutneftegas, as well 
as 183 more named vessels that carry oil 

as part of Russia’s 
so-called “shadow 
fl eet” of tankers.

At least 65 of them 
immediately dropped 
anchor, no longer able 
to deliver their oil to customers (including 
China) that are unwilling to breach the 
sanctions against specifi c named ships. 
Many more will doubtless follow once 
they have reached a safe anchorage. It 
will have a large and immediate eff ect on 
Russia’s cash fl ow, which is already under 
serious strain.

This is giving Trump considerable extra 
leverage against Russia if he wants to use 
it. Why would he throw it away by immedi-
ately ending the sanctions and putting the 
Russian economy on the road to recov-
ery?

Trump’s vice-president (still Vance, not 
Musk) may say he “doesn’t really care 
what happens to Ukraine one way or the 
other,” but the man himself hates looking 
like a ‘loser’ above all else.

Even if the Russians have something on 
him – remember that two-hour one-on-
one meeting with Putin in 2018 with only 
translators present, from which Trump 
emerged looking like a whipped dog – 
Trump needs an imposed settlement on 
Ukraine not to look like an unconditional 
surrender. 

Whatever happens with Trump, Putin 
and Ukraine won’t happen overnight. It 
probably won’t be pretty, but there will 
almost certainly be real negotiations about 
the terms before any ceasefi re. (An actual 
peace deal seems out of the question.) 
Trump will need leverage, and the Biden 
administration is actually giving him some.

Vintage tonnage GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

Keep up with what’s happening in your community. 
Have your community news delivered right to your home!

We hope you enjoy your complimentary copy of our Newspaper. 
The charge is to cover postage.

For more information about subscribing to the Shelburne Free Press please contact us at 519-925-2832

SUBSCRIBE NOW!
FreePressShelburne

1 year = $51.00 plus HST ($53.55)

2 years = $90.00 plus HST ($94.50)

3 years = $125.00 plus HST ($131.25)

❍ YES, I would like to subscribe to, or renew my subscription to:
� e Shelburne Free Press

✔✔

Mail to: The Shelburne Free Press 
109 ADELINE STREET 
SHELBURNE, ON  L9V 1J8

FreePressShelburne

Card type: ❍ ❍ Name on card:  ______________________________________________________

Card #: ______________________________________________________ Expiry Date: ______________________

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone No.: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________________

❍ 1 year = $51.00 plus HST ($53.55) ❍ 2 years = $90.00 plus HST ($94.50) ❍ 3 years = $125.00 plus HST ($131.25)
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TOWN PAGETOWN PAGE
COUNCIL 2025 DATES January 27, February 10 & 24, March 10 & 24, April 14 & 28, May 12 (Virtual) & 26, June 2 (Virtual) & 23, July 14 & 28, August 25, 

September 8 (Virtual) & 22, October 6 & 27, November 10 & 24, December 8.

We have made every attempt to make all our documents accessible. Please contact us if you require assistance and we will make every attempt to provide this information in an alternate format.

CONNECT WITH US
shelburne.ca

haveyoursayshelburne.ca
Priority Subject Details/Pictures
High Connect with Us

   Shelburne.ca/
   haveyoursayshelburne.ca/

High Council 2022 Dates
Please put this under 
our address at the top 
of the page

June 27
July 11 & 25
August 29
September 12 & 26
October 3
December 5

Meetings commence at 6:30 pm.
High AODA – Please put on 

the bottom of the page 
please do not bold or 
use italics

Add - We have made every attempt to make all our documents accessible. 
Please contact us if you require assistance and we will make every attempt 
to provide this information in an alternate format.

High

Help keep our community safe this winter by 
clearing snow from � re hydrants and catch basins. 

In an emergency, every second counts. By keeping 
� re hydrants visible and accessible, you ensure that 
emergency services can respond quickly. 

Clearing snow from catch basins helps prevent 
street � ooding and icy road conditions, making our 
roads safer for everyone. 

Let’s work together to keep our neighborhood safe 
and sound! 

For more information or visit shelburne.ca

bills
WATER

Sewer

Due
January 28

No line ups | No late fees | Total convenience

SIGN UP for automatic withdrawals

with our PRE-AUTHORIZED 
PAYMENT PLANS

It’s the simpler way

Don’t be late
pay by the
due date

Scan the QR code to start the
registration process for your library

card!

Once we have received and reviewed your
details, you will be contacted via email

with next steps.

New Year, New Library Card! Welcome
to your

Questions: frontdesk@shelburnelibrary.ca
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SHOVELLED

SNOW DOES
NOT BELONG

ON THE
ROADS

SNOW DOES
NOT BELONG

ON THE
ROADS

SHOVELLED

FROZEN PIPES?
Due to the lower temperatures, please be aware 
that the pipes in your home may freeze if they are 
unprotected.  Here are some steps to avoid frozen 
pipes:

•  Ensure areas that contain indoor water pipes are 
kept above 8ºC, especially near the water meter.

•  Keep garage doors closed if there are water 
supply lines in the garage.

•  Open kitchen, bathroom and laundry cabinet 
doors to allow warm air to circulate around the 
plumbing.

•  If leaving for an extended period of time have 
someone check your home regularly and see the 
advice of a plumber on how to safely protect your 
pipes while away.

•  Call the Town Water Department if you have any 
questions or need assistance:  519 925 2600 x 
231 or after hours 519-938-0124

Visit shelburne.ca for full details. 

frozen
pipes?
ffrrfrffrf oororror zzozoozo eezezzez n
pipepep sese ?

BE A HYDRANT
HERO

Keep hydrants clear of snow

WINTER MAINTENANCE – HOW YOU CAN HELP
We work hard to clear snow and ice from the roads. 
Sometimes, it can be dif� cult because of many 
reasons. Please wait 24 hours after a snowstorm 
before asking for snow to be cleared.

To help us remove snow quickly, you should:

•  Don’t park on the road. It makes it hard to clear 
snow. You can’t park on the road from midnight to 
8:00 am (By-Law #8-1983).

•  Don’t put garbage bins on the road, sidewalks, or 
snowbanks.

•  Make sure your car doesn’t block sidewalks or 
roads.

• Keep � re hydrants and drains clear.

•  Don’t put snow on the road. Put all snow on your 
property. You need to clear your driveway and the 
entrance.

•  Be polite and give snowplows lots of space. They 
are working to keep roads safe.

•  Be patient. We have a plan to clear roads. Main 
roads like Greenwood Street, Fiddle Park Lane, 
Simon Street, and Victoria Street will be cleared 
� rst. Then we will clear local streets, crescents, 
and courts.

•  Be kind. Our staff works hard to clear roads and 
sidewalks as fast as they can.

If you have questions or concerns, contact jkaske@
shelburne.ca or call 519-925-2600 ext. 261.

WINTER SEASON

MAINTENANCE
WINTER SEASON

MAINTENANCE

Report a Concern

Visit Shelburne.ca

REPORT A CONCERN
Contact the Town’s Operations Team for 
issues regarding snow clearing, grass 
damage or any other maintenance 
concerns. Report A Concern online. 

For more information visit shelburne.ca
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

The Citizen CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS
1.   This regulates 
cortisol production 
(abbr.)
  5. People of northern 
Vietnam
  8. Employee stock 
ownership plan
 12. Regions
 14. The center of a city
 15. Hindu serpentine 
deity
 16. Roared
 18. Sun up in New 
York
 19. “Sir” in Malaysian
 20. Shrimp dish
 21. Muckraker Tarbell
 22. Apex
 23. Harmonic effects
 26. One of Babe Ruth’s 
nicknames
 30. Groups in organic 
chemistry
 31. More pleasant-
tasting

 32. Spring forward
 33. Noted writer
 34. Building occupied 
by monks
 39. “The world’s most 
famous arena”
 42. Colorless liquid 
hydrocarbon
 44. Long or fast speech
 46. Things you can eat
 47. Substance in which 
magnetic moments are 
not aligned
 49. Actor Idris
 50. I (German)
 51. Taxes
 56. Indonesian island
 57. Nuisance (slang)
 58. Shawl
 59. Digits
 60. Moved on foot 
quickly
 61. “For goodness __”
 62. Facial body part
 63. Russian river
 64. Urinates

CLUES DOWN
 1. Partner to “oohs”
  2. Scaly water dweller
  3. Pueblo people of 
New Mexico
  4. Music producer Teo
  5. Greek mythological 
goddess
  6. Got together to 
discuss
  7. Acquires
  8. Involve
  9. Some are tomato-
based
 10. Old Irish alphabets
 11. A sheet of glass in a 
window or door
 13. Blood poisoning
 17. A moon of Saturn
 24. Neither
 25. Sums
 26. They follow “A”
 27. Satisfaction
 28. People of 
southeastern Burma
 29. Small amount

 35. Guy (slang)

 36. Sound unit

 37. Midway between 

northeast and east

 38. Affirmative

 40. Almost at the top

 41. Extremely slow

 42. Pearl Jam’s debut 

album

 43. Influential mid-

century playwright

 44. Martens

 45. Approval

 47. Dallas-adjacent 

Texas city

 48. African nation

 49. Dark brown or 

black

 52. A place to get 

caught

 53. Large-headed, 

elongated fish

 54. Type of sword

 55. Scottish tax or levy

Puzzle No. 251310 • Solution on page B1
CROSSWORD

Dufferin police respond to two copper heists over four days
Copper appears to be a hot commodity in 

the County of Dufferin. 
Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 

of� cers are investigating two incidents of 
theft where copper wire was stolen. 

Of� cers responded to a Break and Enter 
at a property located on County Road 7 in 
Mono on Dec. 26, 2024, just before 8:30 a.m. 

Damage was caused by unknown suspect(s) 
to attain copper wire from within the walls 
of the home on the property.

Just four days later, on Dec. 30, shortly 
before 11 a.m., Dufferin OPP responded to 
a theft of local cable lines near Highway 89, 
just west of Shelburne. 

The technician who responded to � x the 

cable lines advised the OPP of an increase 
in these types of theft across the province.

“Your Dufferin OPP are asking for the 
public’s assistance in stopping these types 
of thefts that can have a negative impact on 
your home and its services,” said Dufferin 
OPP in a press release. “Please be aware of 
any suspicious vehicles parked along the 

sides of roadway late at night near cable 
lines in remote areas.”

Anyone with information regarding this 
investigation is asked to contact Dufferin 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or Crime Stoppers to 
remain anonymous at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 
You can also submit your information online 
at ontariocrimestoppers.ca.

Impaired driving charges laid against Etobicoke women following single vehicle collision in Mulmur 
Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 

of� cers charged an Etobicoke resident with 
impaired operation related offences as the 
result of a single motor vehicle collision.

On Monday, Jan. 6, around 1:20 a.m., Duf-

ferin OPP of� cers were dispatched to the 
area of County Road 19 in Mulmur for a sin-
gle motor vehicle collision. 

After a brief conversation with the vehi-
cle’s driver, of� cers began an impaired driv-

ing investigation.
Nadia Stoeckl, 34, from Etobicoke, has 

been charged with operation while impaired 
- alcohol and drugs

The accused individual is scheduled to 

appear before the Ontario Court of Justice 
in Orangeville. Her driver’s licence was sus-
pended for 90 days and her vehicle was im-
pounded for seven days.

Charge has not been proven in court.  

Mississauga woman charged with impaired driving in Melancthon after police recieve traf� c complaint
Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 

of� cers charged a Mississauga resident with 
impaired operation related offences as the 
result of a traf� c complaint.

On Dec. 27, at approximately 12:20 a.m., 
Dufferin OPP of� cers received a traf� c com-

plaint in the area of Highway 10 in Melanc-
thon. Of� cers were able to locate the vehi-
cle near the intersection of Highway 10 and 
County Road 17 and conducted a traf� c stop. 

After a brief conversation, the of� cers be-
gan an impaired driving investigation.

Samara Lobo, 23, from Mississauga, has 
been charged with:

•  Operation while impaired - alcohol and 
drugs

• Operation while impaired - blood alcohol 
concentration (80 plus)

The accused individual is scheduled to 
appear before the Ontario Court of Justice 
in Orangeville. Their driver’s licence was 
suspended for 90 days, and their vehicle was 
impounded for seven days.

Charges have not been proven in court.

Homeless encampment in Orangeville catches � re, no injuries reported
Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 

of� cers, alongside Orangeville Fire Ser-
vices, responded to a � re at a homeless en-
campment in Orangeville last Friday (Jan. 
10).

Just before 4 p.m., Dufferin OPP respond-
ed to a fully engulfed homeless encamp-
ment near First Street. 

No injuries were reported. 
Orangeville Fire Services were able to put 

out the � ames and con� rm there were no 
safety concerns. 

Dufferin OPP said it would like to thank 
the multiple members of the public who 
placed calls to emergency services in rela-
tion to this � re. 

With cold weather posing many risks to 

homeless people through the winter, they 
are encouraged to attend the Out of the 
Cold, run by Choices Shelter and Support 
Services at 20 Town Line.

The program operates from 9 p.m. to 8 
a.m. on any evening where temperatures 
fall below -5°C.

This program partners with the County of 
Dufferin and the Town of Orangeville to try 
and assist in providing shelter to encourage 
people living unhoused to come inside, out 
of the cold.

Participants of the Out of the Cold pro-
gram are provided with a bed, pillows and 
blankets. They also have access to showers 
and laundry. Dinner and breakfast are pro-
vided as well. 

The program began on Nov. 1 and will 
continue until March 31. 

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

A call to local police regarding a sus-
picious person in Amaranth resulted in 
charges relating to impaired driving, pos-
session of an unauthorized weapon, prop-
erty obtained by crime and drug traf� cking.

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
of� cers were dispatched to a male who was 

standing in the middle of the road holding a 
dog on Jan. 2 around 8:30 a.m.

After a brief conversation with the male 
who was holding a dog, the of� cers began 
an impaired driving investigation, resulting 
in several charges. 

Amaranth resident Brandon Wysocki, 25, 
has been charged with:

• Operation while impaired - alcohol and 

drugs
• Possession of a Schedule I substance 

for the purpose of Traf� cking - Cocaine
• Possession of proceeds of property ob-

tained by crime under $5000 - in Canada
• Possession of a Schedule I substance 

for the purpose of Traf� cking-Opioid (other 
than heroin)

• Possession of Weapon for Dangerous 

Purpose
• Unauthorized Possession of Weapon
• Driving motor vehicle with open con-

tainer of liquor
The accused individual is scheduled to 

appear before the Ontario Court of Justice 
in Orangeville. His driver’s licence was sus-
pended and his vehicle was impounded.

Charges have not been proven in court.

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Drug traf� cking, impaired driving, weapon-related charges laid against Amaranth 

Shelburne resident faces several charges after driving through RIDE spot check in Orangeville
Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 

of� cers recently charged a Shelburne resi-
dent with impaired operation related offenc-
es as the result of a RIDE program.

On Jan. 3, at approximately 11:30 p.m., 
Dufferin OPP of� cers were conducting a 
RIDE spot check in the area of Blind Line in 
Orangeville. A vehicle entered the area and 

was met by of� cers. 
After a brief conversation with the vehi-

cle’s driver, of� cers began an impaired driv-
ing investigation.

As a result of the investigation, Cory 
Mann-Maxworth, 31, from Shelburne, has 
been charged with:

• Failure or refusal to comply with de-

mand
• Personation with intent - intent to gain 

advantage (Identity Fraud)
• Operation while prohibited under the 

Criminal Code
• Driving motor vehicle with liquor readily 

available
• Fail to surrender insurance card

• Driving while under suspension 
• Take motor vehicle without consent
The accused individual is scheduled to ap-

pear before the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Orangeville. Their driver’s licence was sus-
pended, and their vehicle impounded.

None of the listed charges have been prov-
en in court.
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Owners - Sanjay & Shalini Lekhi
Pharmacist - Sanjay Lekhi

519.306.5500
Full Service Pharmacy • Home Health Care 

Compression Stockings • Methadone for MMT

OWNERS: 
SANJAY & SHALINI LEKHI 

PHARMACIST: 
SANJAY LEKHI

MAIN STREET EAST, 
(OLD DUFFERIN MUTUAL INSURANCE 

BUILDING BETWEEN LCBO & PETE’S DELI )

SHELBURNE TOWN PHARMACY 
HAS MOVED TO

NORTH DUFFERIN
WELLNESS CENTRE

Owners - Sanjay & Shalini Lekhi
Pharmacist - Sanjay LekhiWE HAVE MOVED!

Text: 647.393.9302 • Email: shelburnetownpharmacy@gmail.com

www.shelburnetownpharmacy.ca

519.306.5500
Full Service Pharmacy • Home Health Care

Compression Stockings • Methadone for MMT

NORTH DUFFERIN WELLNESS CENTRE
712 Main Street, E. Shelburne

SHELBURNE TOWN PHARMACY 
IS STAYING RIGHT HERE!

With all the moves going on in the building, 
you can be assured that we are staying put!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Shelburne Health and Wellness Expo returning to Centre Dufferin this weekend

Shelburne residents will have the oppor-
tunity to learn more about the health and 
wellness services available in their commu-
nity with an upcoming annual event. 

The Shelburne Health and Wellness Expo 
will be returning to the community for its 
seventh year on Saturday (Jan. 18) from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Centre Dufferin District 
High School (CDDHS). 

The Shelburne Health and Wellness Expo 
was started in 2017 by co-creators Amanda 
Philip and Leanne Williams. The inspira-
tion behind the annual health and wellness 
event came from a desire to highlight local 
health and wellness businesses after notic-
ing repeated online recommendations to 
residents for services and practices located 
outside of the Shelburne community. 

“If we’re not supporting the business-
es who are local and providing services 
and products, they’re not going to exist 
anymore,” said Philip. “People are really 
surprised to find out what is available in 
Shelburne or within a short drive. It’s real-
ly exciting to have an event for residents, 
where they can go and learn, meet people, 
interact and find professionals who can be-
come part of their regular support system 
for their health and their family’s health.” 

The 7th Annual Shelburne Health and 
Wellness Expo will feature nearly 60 ven-
dors, demonstrations and workshops from 
a mix of registered practitioners, fitness 
professionals, holistic and alternative heal-
ers, health and wellness non-profits, and 
product sellers. 

“We have an incredible mix of returning 
and new vendors,” said Philip. 

The workshops featured at the event 

will include Growing Gratitude hosted by 
Tiffany McCabe; Meditation for Beginners 
presented by Jennifer Cluley; Taking So-
matic Breathwork to a New Level hosted 
by And…Just Breathe; and Living Well with 
Osteoarthritis: Diagnosis, Treatment, and 
Management led by David Egbert. 

With this year’s event, Philip is looking to 
specifically highlight mental health services 
and products available to community mem-
bers. 

“We have a few mental health practi-
tioners and people who are offering sup-
port services as vendors and one of our 
workshops is with an art therapist and fo-
cuses on mental health,” she said.

A significant component of the expo is 
the focus on sharing a wide range of health 
and wellness practices, including both tra-
ditional and alternative health businesses. 

“There is definitely a place for both types 

of health in our community,” said Philip. 
“As the years go by, people are feeling very 
disconnected from what it means to be hu-
man and realizing that implementing differ-
ent strategies is helpful.” 

The 7th Annual Shelburne Health and 
Wellness Expo will be held on Saturday 
(Jan. 18) from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Centre 
Dufferin District High School (CDDHS). 

Admission is free. 
“Everyone deserves good health. They 

deserve to have good mental health and 
they deserve to be physically healthy. This 
is an opportunity to meet the businesses 
in our community who want to help you 
achieve your best health possible,” said 
Philip. 

For more information about the event, 
visit the Shelburne Health and Wellness 
Expo website at www.theshwe.com or 
email theshwe.info@gmail.com. 

Headwaters Health Care Foundation raises $3 million for MRI campaign with challenge

A campaign aimed at bringing an MRI to 
Headwaters Health Care Centre (HHCC) 
recently completed its largest matching gift 
challenge yet, raising $3 million.

The hospital’s foundation announced on 
Tuesday, Jan. 14, that the matching gift chal-
lenge for the Smart Headwaters saw extraor-
dinary generosity thanks to the commitment 
made by the Morningview Foundation.

“This tremendous achievement is a pivotal 
milestone in the campaign to bring the first 
MRI machine to the Dufferin-Caledon region, 
a crucial step toward enhancing healthcare 
services for thousands of residents,” said a 
press release from the Headwaters Health 
Care Foundation (HHCF). “The MRI will 
help improve the diagnosis and treatment 
of a wide variety of conditions, improving 
patient outcomes and reducing the need for 
patients to travel outside the region for crit-
ical imaging services.”

K.C. Carruthers, CEO of the Headwaters 
Health Care Foundation, noted his excite-
ment and thanks to everyone who helped 
raise the $3 million. 

“The response from our community has 
been nothing short of incredible,” said Car-
ruthers. “We are deeply grateful for the sup-
port of every individual, business, and orga-
nization who contributed to this challenge. 
Together, we have made a transformative 
impact on our healthcare system, ensuring 
that our loved ones will have access to the 
highest quality care right here at home.” 

The Morningview Foundation’s generous 
pledge for the $3 million matching gift chal-
lenge saw a great response from the commu-
nity. 

These contributions, combined with the 
matching funds, brings the Smart Headwa-
ters campaign one step closer to reaching its 
$18 million goal.

“We are thrilled to partner with the 
Headwaters Health Care Foundation on 

this groundbreaking initiative,” said Morn-
ingview Foundation. “The success of this 
matching gift challenge highlights the 
strength and generosity of the community, 
and we are proud to be part of such a mean-
ingful project that will benefit so many.” 

519-941-8254

www.fixauto.com

NEED A

GIVE US A CALL

FIND US ONLINE

199 C-Line, Orangeville
(Across from the local OPP station)

BODY SHOP?

CLAXTON DENTURE CLINIC
DWIGHT CLAXTON DD

Implant and Denture Solutions
Same day relines and repairs

NO REFERRALS NECESSARY
FREE CONSULTATION

ELECTRONIC CLAIMS PROCESSING
We will be participating in the 

CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN
121 FIRST STREET UNIT 2 A, 

ORANGEVILLE

519-941-9510
141 MAIN STREET WEST, 

SHELBURNE

519-925-9511

EAT • LAUGH • SMILE

New memoir shares story of Ballinger brothers taking nightlife scene by storm
Four brothers from humble beginnings 

in small-town Ontario change the nightlife 
scene of Toronto and New York City and 
eventually create one of the most successful 
nightclubs in North America.

It sounds like the synopsis of a Hollywood 
film, but it’s the true story of brothers – Lon, 
Steve, Peter and Douglas – told in Lon Ball-
inger’s 2024 memoir Party Boys. 

The Ballinger family’s story begins at a 
small farmhouse on a dirt sideroad between 
Shelburne and Dundalk. The brothers, along 
with their sister Gail, grew up in the commu-
nity during the 1960s where they attended a 
one-room schoolhouse and later Centre Duf-
ferin District High School (CDDHS) in Shel-
burne. 

“We got a terrific work ethic from being 
raised up in that neck of the woods, and I 
think that work ethic is what helped carry us 
through,” recalled Lon Ballinger. 

The hard work ethic developed from grow-
ing up on a farm led the brothers not initially 
to the nightclub scene, but rather owning a 
Pizzeria in Orangeville and a laundry mat and 
variety store in Dundalk.  

It wasn’t until three of the brothers – Lon, 
Steve and Douglas – went on a planned trip 
in 1976 to experience their first disco. 

“We walked in and the music was playing, 
the lights were flashing and we’d never seen 
anything like it before,” said Ballinger. “I re-
member looking at my brother and saying 
‘we can do this’ and that’s what we did, be-
cause there was no one saying we couldn’t.” 

In 1979, the Ballinger brothers opened their 
first club, located at 614 Coronation Blvd., in 
Cambridge, Ont. The club was called “Ball-
ingers Danceteria and Videotheque” or more 
commonly shortened to “Ballingers.” 

After five years of success, the brothers 

sold the Cambridge club and made the move 
to Toronto for their next business venture. 
While working on another business venture, 
the brothers discovered a building on the 
corner of Queen West and Bathurst, known 
as the Holiday Tavern. It was here that the 
brothers opened the Big Bop in 1986. 

It was a much different time in the area of 
downtown Toronto, with very little nightlife 
on Queen Street west of Spadina. 

The multi-floored Big Bop, with its wonky 
layout, decor and range of music, very quick-
ly became a hit in the then quiet nightlife of 
Toronto as crowds lined up around the block 
to get in. 

The success of Big Bop led to the brothers 
opening more clubs in Toronto including the 
Boom Boom Room, Rockit, Go-Go, and The 
World. 

Coming off the successes of Cambridge 
and Toronto, the brothers set their eyes on 
the Big Apple, a place they’d once, as young 
boys, only dreamed of seeing by watching 
episodes of “I Love Lucy” on the television 
screen. In 1992 the Ballinger brothers pur-
chased Webster Hall, located in the East Vil-
lage of Manhattan. 

“It really was the idea of being on the 
world stage. New York is the world stage. 
That’s where all the attention is,” said Ball-
inger. “We thought that if we could go down 
to New York City and we could do a great 
job, that we then would be the best nightclub 
guys in the world.”

Built in 1886, Webster Hall is one of the 
oldest and most famous music venues in 
New York City and with it comes its storied 
history. In the early 1900s, the space served 
as a meeting space for the suffrage move-
ment and an integral part of the early LGBT 
scene. 

During the 1950s, the building became a 
recording studio for RCA Victor Records and 

welcomed artists like 
Frank Sinatra, Elvis Pres-
ley, Ray Charles, Tony 
Bennett, Julie Andrews, 
Harry Belafonte and Liza 
Minnelli. 

Under the ownership 
of the Ballingers, some 
of music’s greatest artists 
graced the stage includ-
ing Prince, Madonna, Me-
tallica, Paul Simon, John 
Mayer, Ed Sheeran, Lady 
Gaga, and Whitney Hous-
ton. 

“They all wanted to 
play there. They could 
have played anywhere, 
but they wanted to play 
Webster Hall because of 
its history.” 

Ballinger began writing his family’s mem-
oir in early 2022 and officially published Par-
ty Boys in April 2024. 

He said he began writing the book as a way 
to document his life for his four grandchil-
dren. 

“I was sitting on the Hudson River and 
thinking about my life and how lucky I had 
been. I thought this was such an unusual sto-
ry and I wanted to write it for my grandkids. 
I thought I should tell them where they came 
from, how we got here, and how we became 
these different kinds of guys.” 

While Party Boys at its core is a memoir 
of the Ballinger family’s legacy in the night-
club industry, the book explores the ideas on 
how to create a successful business, the im-
portance of family, and the reminder of the 
usefulness of simple kindness. 

After nearly 40 years in the nightclub in-
dustry, of which 25 were spent in the New 
York scene, the Ballinger brothers decided 

to sell Webster Hall in 2017 to AEG Pres-
ents and Brooklyn Sports and Entertainment 
(BSE). 

Ballinger and his wife Lois purchased the 
historic hotel “The Stewart House,” located 
along the Hudson River in Athens, New York, 
in late 2017. As we concluded our interview, 
Ballinger reflected back on the process of 
writing his family’s history and sharing their 
journey from humble beginnings on a coun-
try farm, to eventually running one of the 
most successful music venues in the night-
life scene. 

“It made me appreciate my life. It made me 
appreciate the people I met as I went through 
it,” said Ballinger. “I found it really therapeu-
tic and it helped me look back and appreciate 
all the little thing that I might have found dif-
ficult at the time, but I realised how essential 
they were to make the journey complete.” 

Party Boys is available to purchase in pa-
perback and audiobook through Amazon.

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Written By PAULA BROWN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

SUCCESS STORY: Family was at the core of the Ballinger broth-
ers legacy as they spent nearly four decades working together 
and focused on the dream of becoming the most success night-
club owners in Toronto and New York City. Pictured left to right: 
Lorne (father), Gail (sister), Steve, Eleanor (mother), Lon, Peter, 
Douglas, and nephews Adam and Chad. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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CATELYN CLARK
Playing in the defence position for the Centre Duff erin 
District High School Royals varsity girls hockey team, 
Catelyn Clark brings a lot of experience to the team.
She has been playing hockey since she was 
seven years old.
“I like getting to compete at the highest level with my 
teammates,” Catelyn said of why she likes playing the 
sport. “What I like most about the sport is it’s not an 
individual sport and you play with your teammates.”
Catelyn said she is following her Dad who also 
played hockey.

Team: CENTRE DUFFERIN 
DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
GIRLS VARSITY HOCKEY
POSITION: DEFENCE

ATHLETE OF THE
WEEK

CATELYN CLARK
Playing in the defence position for the Centre Duff erin 
District High School Royals varsity girls hockey team, 
Catelyn Clark brings a lot of experience to the team.
She has been playing hockey since she was 
seven years old.
“I like getting to compete at the highest level with my 
teammates,” Catelyn said of why she likes playing the 

ATHLETE

800 OJIBWAY ROAD, SHELBURNE  •  LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

JARED MARSHALL
“I like the community, the people, it’s a fun 
sport to play and it gets my mind off 
things,” said Centre Dufferin District High 
School Royals defenceman, Jared 
Marshall, of why he likes playing hockey.
Playing the game since the Mite level, 
Jared brings a lot of experience to 
his team.
Jared is a well rounded athlete.
When he’s not on the ice, he plays high 
school rugby, and baseball with the 
Mansfield Junior Cubs during the summer.

Team: CENTRE 
DUFFERIN DISTRICT 
HIGH SCHOOL ROYALS 
BOYS HOCKEY
position: DEFENCE

ATHLETE OF THE
WEEK

800 Ojibway Road, Shelburne, L9V 3X9

We will remember them
800 OJIBWAY ROAD, SHELBURNE  •   LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

i’m lovin’ it

CDDHS girls’ varsity team maintain � rst place in standings
The Centre Dufferin District High School 

Royals girls’ varsity hockey team maintained 
� rst place in the District 4 standings after 
the latest District tournament on Jan. 9.

District 4 girl’s hockey is played in a series 
of tournament days throughout the season. 
Four of the � ve teams in the District play in 
the tournament with one team sitting out.

The latest tournament took place at the 
Alder Street Arena in Orangeville with four 
of the District teams playing three games 
each on game day.

The Royals came to the tournament with 
a 5-1 record.

In the � rst game of the day, the Royals 
were up against Westside Secondary School 
from Orangeville. The Royals played a solid 
game and left the ice with a 4-1 win.

In the second game of the day, the Royals 
faced Norwell District Secondary School.

This time, the Royals fell short and had to 
settle for a 4-1 loss to the Norwell team.

Their third game of the day got underway 
in the early afternoon with the Royals up 
against Wellington Heights.

After trailing 2-1 in the second period, the 
Royals tied it. Neither team could score to 
break the tie and the game ended 2-2.

“It was a good tournament, we battled 
hard,” said Royals defence player, Catelyn 
Clark. “We were short players, and a lot of 
us were tired. It’s very tiring to play three 
games in one day.”

The Royals were missing � ve key players 
for this tournament due to injuries and other 
commitments.

“We played three games - we did play well 
even though we were short-handed,” said 
Royals centre, Lauren Smith. “It’s been a 
pretty good season, all the girls are bonding 
really well so we’re playing really good. It’s 
a good feeling to be in � rst place. Obviously 
teams are coming and gunning for us.”

After the tournament, the Royals have a 
6-2-1 record and are in � rst place.

Norwell District Secondary School is in 
second place with a 3-3-2 record. They are 
followed by Erin District High School, Wel-
lington Heights High School, and Westside 
Secondary School.

The next District 4 tournament will take 
place on Thursday, Feb. 6, however, the Roy-
als won’t be playing in that tournament.

They will return to the ice for the � nal reg-
ular season tournament on Thursday, Feb. 
13.

That tournament will take place at the 
Centre 2000 Arena in Erin.

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

STAYING ON TOP: The Centre Duff erin District High School Royals varsity girls’ hockey 
team played against the Wellington Heights Wolverines at the Alder Street Arena in Oran-
geville on Thursday, Feb. 9. It was a tournament day for District 4 hockey. The Royals had 
one win, one loss, and one tie game for the day. 

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO 

Last-place Muskoka Bears spoil Alliston Hornets’ undefeated record
The Alliston Hornets’ 28-game winning 

streak came to an end on Friday (Jan. 10) 
night on home ice when they lost in a shoot-
out to the Muskoka Bears.

While going an entire season undefeated 
wasn’t a realistic expectation from fans, los-
ing to the last-place team in the division pro-
vided a big surprise.

The Bears came to the game at the New 
Tecumseth Recreation Centre in Alliston as 
the bottom team in the Division with only 
two wins all season.

At the end of the � rst period in Friday’s 
game, the Hornets were leading 1-0.

It was the second period that turned the 
game around when the Bears scored three 
unanswered goals to take the lead.

A fourth goal early in the third period gave 
the Bears a 4-1 lead.

Alliston fought back in the remaining time, 
scoring three goals in the second half of the 
period to tie the game and force an overtime 
period. When neither team could score in 
OT, the game went to a shoot-out to decide 
the winner.

Muskoka outscored Alliston 2-0 in the 
shoot-out to claim the 5-4 win.

Muskoka’s goalie Connor Sampson 
stopped 66 shots during the game.

The Hornets remain in � rst place in the 
North Carruthers Division with 57 points – 
10 points ahead of the second-place Orillia 
Terriers. They have been the dominant team 
in the division this season, and until Friday 
night, they were the only undefeated team in 
the entire 63-team Provincial Junior Hockey 
League.

In third place, the Stayner Siskins have 42 
points and a 21-8 record.

The Penetang Kings have rallied this sea-
son moving to a 15-15 record including two 

overtime losses.
The Huntsville Otters and Innis� l Spartans 

are three points apart in � fth and sixth place.
In the number seven spot, the Midland 

Flyers are struggling and have won only six 
games after 31 times on the ice.

The Muskoka Bears are in the basement 
with three wins and seven points.

The Division is now moving into the � nal 
stretch of the regular season with the � nal 
game being played on Feb. 17, before the 
teams get ready for the playoffs. 

TAKING A STING: The Alliston Hornets face the Muskoka Bears on the ice at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre in Alliston on Friday, 
Jan. 10. The game was a huge upset when the last-place Bears won the game in a shoot-out to end the Hornet’s 28-game winning streak.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO 

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

In need of professional DJ services for your 
party, wedding or event?

Look no further than Dufferin DJs! 
We have everything you need to get the 

dance floor movin’ & groovin’!

Contact us at DufferinDJs@gmail.com 
or 289-404-4579 

to learn more and get a quote.

In need of professional DJ services for your 
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CLASSIFIEDS
519.925.2832 • Fax: 519-925-5500 • email@shelburnefreepress.ca

Email, or call us for pricing. Classifi ed cut-off time is 12 pm Tuesday

CLEAR 
THE

CLUTTER
Call Debbie at 

519-925-2832 to 
book your Classi� ed 
ad and clear out the 

clutter for good!

SERVICES

HANDYMAN. You need it, I can do it for a fair price. Call 
Terry. 519-925-4310

WANTED

WANTED TO BUY
Standing Cedar Trees 
and also lot clearing.

Call for details: 519-501-7553

AUCTIONS

JANUARY 23RD – 24TH
HOWIE MEYER’S 

‘LIFETIME OF FUN’ AUCTION – PART II.

Call, text or email anytime! Office Phone Number: 519-288-2228 
Dennis@kiddfamilyauctions.com • Lyn@kiddfamilyauctions.com 

www.kiddfamilyauctions.com

Explore this second installment of Howie’s passion for collecting the finest toys & 
collectibles from the mid to late 20th century. Whether it’s a pinball machine or toys from 

brands such as Hubley, Lincoln, Marx, or Schuco. This is more than a collection, it’s a 
voyage through time! Be sure to mark your calendars.

Preview this collection on Jan 23rd & 24th, 10am-4pm, or call for an appointment on 
another day. Pickup and preview at our Home Office Base, 438280 4th Line, Melancthon 

L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne). Lots begin closing at 5pm on Jan 23rd & 24th.

Featuring: Gottlieb Top Score Pinball Machine; Marx Tin Litho Barn with Animals; Real 
Good Toys Front-Opening Country Victorian Doll House; Williams Fastball Pinball 

Machine; S.S. Kresge Fold-Up Service Station; Paris Champion Fastrack Sled; Marx 
Friction Powered Jet Plane; Marx Toys Litho Tin Army Tank; Push Button Old Fashioned 
Loco Train; Aladdin Popeye Metal Lunchbox; a variety of aircraft and circus themed toys; 
a selection of pressed steel vehicles from brands such as Structo; Lumar; Buddy L; along 

with diecast cars from Hot Wheels; GMP; Gearbox; Minichamps and so much more.

UNCLAIMED OPP ITEMS
PERFUMES, APPLE WATCHES, BURBERRY

ON LINE AUCTION SALE
THURS. JAN. 23RD AT 7 PM

VIEWING JAN 23RD 11 AM - 2 PM
PICK UP  SAT. JAN. 25TH 10 AM - 2 PM

PICK UP AT 12 BALSAM LANE MULMUR L9V 3G9
Sale Includes  Burberry purses (14); Burberry scarves (6); Ear buds, Samsung & JBL; Burberry hat (1); 
16 watches, Apple and Michael Kors; (17) Sunglasses which include Coach, Maui Jim, Ray Ban & Burb-
erry; costume jewellery; (4) TCL 55” colour TVs (NIB); (114) Perfumes which include Chanel, Gucci, 
Givenchy, Tom Ford, Jimmy Choo, Marciso Rodriguez; Milwaukee tools etc, Alemite grease guns; tote 
bags; Uline poly tubing; Terms 12 % Buyers Premium. Master Card, Visa, (3%), Cash, E-transfer or Deb-
it. Please see severnauctions.hibid.com  for full list and details. 
Bob Severn Auctioneer      Shelburne 519-925-2091             519-938-0815
severnauctions.wixsite.com/severn    Theauctionadvertiser.com/Rsevern     

Carl and Ruth Crawford
will celebrate their 

70TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
ON JANUARY 15TH
 � e couple were married at 

� e United Church in Hornings Mills.
 � ey are proud parents of Robert and Richard Crawford 

and blessed with grandson Ryan Watson Crawford.
 Ruth and Carl share a life � lled with love, 

friends and have enjoyed many great adventures 
and travels together.

CELEBRATIONS

 2 BED APARTMENT ON 
2nd Floor, Joseph St, Shelburne 
for rent. Ideal for seniors, or 

mature working person. NO PETS. 
Immediate posession.
$1600 plus utilities.

Call 519.940.5336

FOR RENT

1 BEDROOM BASEMENT APARTMENT for rent. Rural/
Country location. Available March 1st. No smoking, No dogs. 
Call 519-940-5336.

VEHICLES WANTED

SCRAP CAR DISPOSAL – Cars, Trucks, Vans – Big or Small. 
Cash paid. Call Joe at 647-294-2796. 

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
CENTRE DUFFERIN RECREATION COMPLEX

Invites Applications for:

2025 SEASONAL SUMMER 
POOL LIFEGUARDS and DAY CAMP STAFF

The Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex  
is currently accepting applications for the following positions.

For more information on the including employment period, wage range, duties, responsibilities 
and submission deadlines, visit the link: shelburne.ca/cdrc/careers

Eligible candidates are invited to submit their resume to 
Emily Francis, Recreation Program Coordinator, Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex,  

200 Fiddle Park Lane, Shelburne, ON L9V 3C9    Email: cdrc@shelburne.ca

Please note the position applying for on cover page or in the email subject line.
We thank all the applicants who apply and advise that acknowledgement will only be forwarded 

to those applicants who are invited for an interview.

•Outdoor Pool Deck Supervisor
•Lifeguard/Swim Instructor

•Camp Supervisor

 •Camp Assistant Supervisor
•Summer Day Camp Counsellors

NOW HIRING

SERVICE WORKER 
(Front Desk Attendant): 

Casual (all shifts)
We are looking for a dedicated individual who is 

motivated to deliver high quality customer service 
and support to seniors. Personal Support Worker 
(PSW) Certificate, along with a minimum 2 years

experience, is a definite asset.
The successful applicant must be well-

organized, able to work independently, have 
effective communication skills and enjoy a 

variety of responsibilities in a progressive team 
environment. Must be available to work all shifts 

throughout the week and on weekends. Must 
be double-vaccinated for COVID-19 and hold a 

current CPR/First Aid Certificate.
Please submit resume, salary expectations, along 

with a copy of your police background check 
(including a vulnerable sector screen) and 2-step 

Mantoux test results by fax or email before 
November 19, 2021 to:

Mr. Dave Holwell
Managing Director

Lord Dufferin Centre Retirement Residence
32 First Street, Orangeville, ON, L9W 2E1

Fax: 519-941-2615
Email : dkholwell@lorddufferincentre.ca

(We thank all those persons who apply; however, 
only those selected for an interview will be 

contacted)

NOW HIRING
SERVICE WORKER (Front Desk): Night Shift  

We are looking for a dedicated individual who is motivated to deliver high quality 
customer service and support to seniors. Experience working in a setting for Seniors 
is a definite asset. 

The successful applicant must be well-organized, able to work independently, have 
effective communication skills and enjoy a variety of responsibilities in a progressive 
team environment.  This is a Night Service Worker position (12:00 midnight to 8:00 
am), and you must be able to work throughout the week and alternate weekends. 
Must be vaccinated for COVID-19, hold a current CPR/First Aid Certificate, have a 
police background check (including a vulnerable sector screen) and have a 2-step 
Mantoux test completed.

Please submit resume and salary expectations by email before January 17, 2025 to:

Mr. Dave Holwell
Managing Director
Lord Dufferin Centre Retirement Residence
32 First Street, Orangeville, ON, L9W 2E1
Email: dkholwell@lorddufferincentre.ca 

(We thank all those persons who apply; however, only those selected for an interview 
will be contacted)

FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR 
2025 AUCTION PROGRAM 

Rifles, Shotguns, Handguns, Antiques, 
Militaria, Collections, Estates, Single Items  

For Auction or Possible Purchase
CONTACT: SWITZER’S AUCTION 

Toll-Free: 1-800-694-2609  
Or email us: sales@switzersauction.com 

VISIT US @ www.switzersauction.com
for Auction Dates & Details

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY WORKS!

Call Debbie at 519-925-2832 to 
book your Classifi ed ad

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER!
Together we can make a difference

DO YOU NEED TO

Call 519-925-2832 to advertise.

DO YOU NEED TO

FreePressShelburne

HireHire??
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Y� r local fencingY� r local fencing
   professi� als   professi� als

One St�  Sh�  f
  all y� r Fencing and Deck Needs

• Bonded & insured
• WSIB & CRA COMPLIANT
• 5 year warranty

New Subdivision SpecialistNew Subdivision Specialist
Decks • Fences • GatesDecks • Fences • Gates

Post ReplacementPost Replacement
Tear Down & Disposal

Email kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.ca
647-53-FENCE(33623)647-53-FENCE(33623)

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

519-925-6700 X102 
CELL: 519-938-6518 

FAX: 519-925-6800
cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

WWW.CAROLFREEMAN.CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

211 Main St. E. 
Shelburne, ON

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group   
FSRA #13717   Independently Owned and Operated

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

Don’t like doing your books?
We offer comprehensive bookkeeping services, so 
you can concentrate on what you do best!

Located in FEVERSHAM
Tel: 705-444-4674   Email: susan@mullinbookkeeping.ca

Serving clients in Feversham and surrounding areas

Tel: 705-444-4674   Email: susan@mullinbookkeeping.ca or info@mullinbookkeeping.ca

Don’t like doing your books?
We offer comprehensive bookkeeping services, so 
you can concentrate on what you do best!

Located in FEVERSHAM
Tel: 705-444-4674   Email: susan@mullinbookkeeping.ca

Don’t like doing your books?GARAGE DOOR
EXPERTS

GARAGE DOORS

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865 
www.allmontdoors.com

Visit our showroom at 
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

Every detail guaranteed.

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865 • www.allmontdoors.com
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

GARAGE DOORS
GARAGE DOOR

EXPERTS

GARAGE DOORS

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865 
www.allmontdoors.com

Visit our showroom at 
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

Every detail guaranteed.

Broken Spring

Broken Cable

-Junk Removal
-Garage &
Basement 

Decluttering
-Construction

Debris Removal
-Estate

Cleanouts
-Shed, Deck,
Fence & Hot-
tub Removal

-Junk Removal
-Garage &
Basement 
-Garage &
Basement 
-Garage &

Decluttering
-Construction

Debris Removal
-Estate

Cleanouts
-Shed, Deck,
Fence & Hot-
-Shed, Deck,
Fence & Hot-
-Shed, Deck,
tub Removal
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ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

Hire?
Call 519-925-2832 to advertise.

NEED TO

KITCHEN: LAMINATE FLOOR, NEW CUPBOARDS,
STAINLESS STEEL STOVE AND FRIDGE, DOUBLE SINK
LIVINGROOM: LAMINATE FLOOR, WOOD STAIRS TO
SECOND LEVEL
BASEMENT: CRAWL SPACE/UNFINISHED PARTIAL,
CLEAN & DRY STORAGE APPROX. 6 FEET TALL
EXTERIOR FEATURES: DEEP LOT, GARAGE + BARN
OUT-BUILDING, SPACE FOR GARDENS, ACROSS FROM
HONEYWOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT TOGETHER WE ARE:

IMPROVING LIVES EVERYDAY!
INFO@MCCARTHYREALTY.CA

CHARMING HONEYWOOD HOME

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL?     CALL TODAY!
*Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract with a real estate brokerage

BROKERAGEMULMUR
$549,000

MARG
McCARTHY
BROKER OF RECORD

519.925.6948

McCARTHYREALTY.CA

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL?        CALL TODAY!

519.925.6948
McCARTHYREALTY.CA

*Not intended to solicit to buyers/sellers already under contract

GET READY! IT'S TIME TO GO

A/C Inspection 
$124.95 + tax.

(555) 555-5555  |  yourwebsite.com

GARAGE NAME HERE
5555 Loremipsum Boulevard, City, Province

Please insert your 
very looong and good 
advertising title here.

ROY’S SERVICE CENTRE
Just South of Primrose on Highway 10 • 519-925-2847

Tire Rebates Start Now!

(555) 555-5555  |  yourwebsite.com

GARAGE NAME HERE
5555 Loremipsum Boulevard, City, Province

Please insert your 
very looong and good 
advertising title here.

ROY’S SERVICE CENTRE
Just South of Primrose on Highway 10 • 519-925-2847

Tire Rebates Start Now!

110 Adeline Street, Shelburne 
519.925.3145  |  crewsoninsurance.com

We’re Here To Help!

CREWSON
INSURANCE BROKERS

When you buy from a small business 
you’re not helping a C.E.O buy a 

3rd holiday home, you are helping a little 
girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his 
team jersey, a mom or dad put food on 

the table, a family pay a mortgage 
or a student pay for college.

Thanks for shopping local!

FreePressShelburne

www.shelburnefreepress.ca

SHELBURNE’S NEWSPAPER SINCE 1875

.75(Tax)     Mailing Registration No. 40005412 Volume 149, No. 35Thursday, August 31, 2023

Today
Sun

Friday 
Sun

Saturday
Sun / Cloud

Sunday
Sun

Monday
Sun

AD MATCH  GUARANTEE!
Expires Tuesday, September 5, 2023
Photos displayed may be different from actual items. 

JANES FROZEN CHICKEN  PEACHES OR NECTARINES SCHNEIDERS  
BREAKFAST SAUSAGES

FEATURED ITEM

226 First Ave, Shelburne
519-925-6857
www.gianttiger.com

Mon - Fri: 8am-9pm
Sat: 8am-7pm
Sun: 9am-6pmWE’LL BEAT 

ANY PRICE!
2L 
PRODUCTS OF 
CANADA
NO 1 GRADE

REG $6.98
375G
LIMIT OF 4

ASSORTED
600-700G
SAVE $3.01

$397$797
NOW

EA.EA.

$297
EA.

NOW NOW

Dave Besley,
Sales Representative
126 Main St. E. Shelburne
519-925-2761
davebesley@royallepage.ca

“I have buyers 
looking in your area: 
Call Dave today.”

• 2015 Royal LePage  
Diamond Award Recipient -  
Top 3% in Marketplace

• One of Top Two Agents 
in sales volume for 2015 - 
Royal LePage Shelburne

Shelburne • 519-925-2761
davebesley@royallepage.ca

Dave Besley
Sales Representative

Dave Besley,
Sales Representative
126 Main St. E. Shelburne
519-925-2761
davebesley@royallepage.ca

“I have buyers 
looking in your area: 
Call Dave today.”

• 2015 Royal LePage  
Diamond Award Recipient -  
Top 3% in Marketplace

• One of Top Two Agents 
in sales volume for 2015 - 
Royal LePage Shelburne

Dave Besley
Sales Representative

Dave Besley,
Sales Representative
126 Main St. E. Shelburne
519-925-2761
davebesley@royallepage.ca

“I have buyers 
looking in your area: 
Call Dave today.”

• 2015 Royal LePage  
Diamond Award Recipient -  
Top 3% in Marketplace

• One of Top Two Agents 
in sales volume for 2015 - 
Royal LePage Shelburne

519-925-2761
Call Dave or Lana at the 
Besley Team for Results  
that will move you!
• 2015 Royal LePage Diamond 
Award - Top 3% of sales in 
Marketplace

COMPETITIVE COMMISSION  •  GREAT SERVICE

www.WeSellDufferin.ca
www.ShawsCreekRd.ca 

519-925-3766
Dave@GoWithCrowe.com

Dave 
Crowe
REALTOR

Claire
Knight-
Crowe
REALTOR

519-993-6226
Claire@GoWithCrowe.com

50 Acre Horse Farm 
• Indoor Riding Arena & Sand Ring

•  Barn w/ 10 stalls

• 7,200 Sq Ft Bungalow with w/o Bsmnt

• Legal 2 bed In Law Suite

• Separate 4 season legal modular home on property 

• Workshop / Drive Shed

• Inground Salt Water Pool

#FiercelyLocal

BACK TO SCHOOL: The Shelburne Legion presented a cheque for $1,672 to the Shelburne Rotary Backpack program on Aug. 23 at the local legion. 
Pictured left to right: Chris Skalozub (Sgt. at Arms), Bobbi Ferguson (Rotary Club), Dean Schroeder (President), Phil Norris (Vice-president)

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

County of Dufferin lobby’s province for 
help with housing, environmental issues

The County of Dufferin is lobbying for 
the provincial government to help address 
housing and environmental priorities in the 
County.  

Members of Dufferin County Council 
and staff attended the 2023 Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) conference 
in London, Ont. from Aug. 20 to Aug. 23, 
where they met with government ministers, 
officials, and other municipal leaders. 

The priorities brought forward by the 
County included balancing new housing 
and preserving farmland, advancing climate 
objectives, and increasing the housing sup-
ply. 

“Dufferin County’s natural environment 
is its strongest asset. With a mix of small 
urban centres and rural agricultural commu-
nities, the County is dedicated to embracing 
growth while preserving and protecting Duf-
ferin’s unique natural landscape and advanc-
ing a more sustainable and resilient com-
munity for all,” said Wade Mills, Warden of 

Dufferin County. “We appreciated the oppor-
tunity to build meaningful relationships and 
strengthen existing ones at this year’s AMO 
conference, and will continue to advance 
County priorities as we work towards our 
vision of being a community that grows 
together.” 

Balancing new housing and preserving 
farmland:

The County met with Lisa Thompson, the 
province’s minister of agriculture, food and 
rural affairs, to discuss addressing the hous-
ing crisis while protecting agricultural lands. 

The County noted that they’ve continued 
to experience pressure to convert greenfield 
land to residential and to provide approvals 
for residential lots. 

According to the County of Dufferin, 45 
per cent of the land base within the area is 
prime agricultural land, and farm receipts 
from 2021 totalled almost $184 million, mak-
ing up a significant portion of the total local 
economy. 

At its delegation, the County requested 
further consultation with municipalities 

and other stakeholders on rural lot creation 
policies, that rural severances be limited 
to ensure the preservation of farmland for 
future generations, and additional residen-
tial units be recognized as permitted uses on 
existing rural residential lots and farms. 

Advancing climate objective and 
increasing housing supply:

County representatives also met with Par-
liamentary assistant Matthew Rae, Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing, to discuss 
advancing climate objectives and increasing 
housing supply. 

The County has requested that the Ontario 
Building Code be updated to include:

•Every new single detached, semi-de-
tached and row townhouse be provided with 
a rough-in for future electric vehicle supply 
equipment (charging station);

•The rough-in shall include a minimum 
200-amp panel board, a conduit that is not 
less than 1-1/16” (27mm) trade size and a 
square 4-11/16” (119mm) trade size electrical 
box;

Written By Paula Brown
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Continued on Page 3 

Shelburne
CHURCH 

DIRECTORY

BETHEL BIBLE CHAPEL
419 Main Street East, Shelburne
   Sunday Services – 9:45am Lord’s Supper
   10:45am Family Bible Hour, Sunday School

Chapel 519-925-3910 or 519-278-0066
www.bethelshelburne.com – All Welcome!!

ABIDING PLACE
FELLOWSHIP

www.abidingplace.ca
519-925-3651

SUNDAY SERVICE 
10:00AM

Come and be Blessed

Mel-Lloyd Centre, Entrance “F” Door, 

167 Centre St, Shelburne
Pastor; Rev. Gord Horsley

TRINITY PRIMROSE 
UNITED CHURCH

200 Owen Sound Street, Shelburne
Sunday Service & Children’s Ministry

PRIMROSE UNITED CHURCH
486281 30th Sideroad, Mono

Worshipping at Trinity Primrose United Church

O�  ce: 519 925 0905
email: communications@shelburneprimrose.com

www shelburneprimrose.com

A L L  W E L C O M E

TRINITY 
PRIMROSE

UNITED CHURCH

Primrose is our sweet and snuggly girl. 
She is approximately 3 to 4 years old and 
is a volunteer favourite. None of us can 
understand how she hasn’t been adopted. 
She has a calm and loving demeanor, and 
can be found cuddling with the other cats.

She is spayed, microchipped and 
dewormed.

Adoption fee: $275 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Primrose

adopt
a cat

Malalai Halimi nominated as new federal Liberal candidate for Dufferin-Caledon

There’s a new federal Liberal candidate for 
Dufferin-Caledon. 

On Jan. 13, the Dufferin-Caledon Feder-
al Liberal Association announced Malalai 
Halimi had been nominated as the Liberal 
Party candidate for Dufferin-Caledon for the 
next federal election. 

Dmytro Basmat, Halimi’s campaign man-
ager, said Halimi’s nomination marks a sig-
ni� cant step in the association’s efforts to 
strengthen the voice of the Dufferin-Caledon 
community in Ottawa.

Halimi is a business manager and entre-
preneur who immigrated to Canada from 
Afghanistan in 2006, overcoming immense 
personal challenges. 

She’s now a business manager in the aero-
space industry and is the founder of an Af-
ghani-Canadian media network. Basmat said 
she’s worked tirelessly to build economic 
growth while using her platform to create 
opportunities for others. 

Halimi said her journey to Canada was not 
easy. 

“It shaped who I am today,” she said. “I am 

committed to ensuring that Dufferin-Cale-
don’s voice is heard, and that we have ac-
cess to the support and opportunities we 
deserve.”

Halimi stands for the Liberal Party of Cana-
da’s values like inclusivity, support for work-
ing families, and building a better country for 
future generations. Halimi said Liberal pro-
grams like the Canada Child Bene� t helped 
her get back on her feet while rebuilding her 
life in Canada. 

“I know the challenges that Dufferin-Cale-
don families face because I’ve lived it. And, 

now, I have the opportunity to � ght for them 
in Ottawa,” said Halimi. “While Pierre Poil-
ievre, Dufferin-Caledon MP Kyle Seeback, 
and the Conservative Party vow to cut the 
programs that so many Canadians rely on, I 
will support our Liberal team’s priorities to 
help more Canadians get ahead.”

Halimi is focused on Liberal Party com-

mitments like $10-a-day child care, building 
nearly four million affordable homes across 
Canada, and delivering comprehensive den-
tal and pharmacare plans to Canadians. 

“I am honoured to be your Liberal candi-
date and excited to work alongside our com-
munity to build a stronger, more inclusive 
future for everyone,” said Halimi.

Written By ZACHARY ROMAN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Upcoming Events
Our Seniors Tech Tutoring appoint-

ments are available on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays (5 p.m. to 7 p.m.). It’s the per-
fect opportunity to ask your tech ques-
tions in a non-judgmental environment. 
Call 519-925-2168 to book an appointment.

Our Children’s programs are back! From 
Story Time to LEGO Club, to our rotation 
of Tween activities, there’s something for 
everyone. Check out our website for spe-
ci� c dates and times. Reminder: Children 
under the age of 12 must be accompanied 
by an adult.

Recommended read
A Psalm for the Wild-Built by Becky 

Chambers: Centuries after robots gained 
self-awareness and vanished, a tea monk’s 
life is disrupted by a robot ful� lling an old 

promise to check in. The robot must � nd 
out what people need before returning.

Why Britt recommends it: A Psalm 
for the Wild-Built is an interesting mix 
of science and apocalyptic � ction. Some-
times apocalyptic � ction can be intense 
and heavy, but this � rst book in the Monk 
& Robot series is much more calm and 
re� ective in nature. It’s a relatively short 
read that � owed well-- what better way to 
kick off your 2025 Goodreads goal?!

There’s great world-building in this 
book, and the characters are well-devel-
oped, which helps readers really re� ect 
on the central question-- if we have every-
thing we need or want, what else could we 
possibly need?

This would be a good choice for those 
who enjoyed the kids’ series The Wild Ro-
bot, or TJ Klune’s the Lives of Puppets.

Shelburne Public Library shares weekly news
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All discounted prices of products within this flyer are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage 
of these exclusive offers. Special pricing and promotions are not valid at M&M Food Market Express and other non-traditional stores, as they offer a limited range of products. We reserve the right to correct any errors.  *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 TO WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2025 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

To view the full flyer, scan the QR code 
or go to mmfoodmarket.com

GLUTEN FREE

Want to earn even more savings on what you love?
Link with Journie Rewards and get more than ever before!

Download & 
link today!

Program terms and 
conditions apply. 
Visit journie.ca/ourprogram 
for more details.

DINNER DILEMMA DONE.
INCREDIBLE 

PRICE

2999

Boneless, Boneless, 
Skinless Skinless 
Chicken Chicken 
BreastsBreasts
8-12 BREASTS8-12 BREASTS 
1.36 kg/3 lb1.36 kg/3 lb

Other size available, Other size available, 
4-6 BREASTS4-6 BREASTS 680 g/1.5 lb  680 g/1.5 lb
$$17.917.999 SAVE SAVE $$55

  SAVE
$10

2 
STEAKS

Bistro SteaksBistro Steaks
2 STEAKS2 STEAKS x 170 g/6 oz x 170 g/6 oz 
Choose from 3 varieties.Choose from 3 varieties.

INCREDIBLE 
PRICE

1299

SAVE $7

OriginalOriginal

Italian Style Italian Style 
Beef Meatballs  Beef Meatballs  
89-95 PIECES89-95 PIECES 
907 g907 g

  SAVE
$6

  SAVE
$8

Chicken Chicken 
Nuggets   Nuggets   
33-40 PIECES33-40 PIECES 
907 g/2 lb907 g/2 lb

Other size available, Other size available, 
130-140 PIECES 130-140 PIECES 
1.36 kg  1.36 kg 
$$18.918.999 SAVE SAVE $$77

Plum 
Dipping 
Sauce
350 mL599SALE799

SALE
BBQ 

Sauce
425 mL

4 VARIETIES

Breaded Haddock 7-10 PIECES 7-10 PIECES 907 g907 g
Battered HaddockBattered Haddock

6-9 PIECES 6-9 PIECES 680 g680 gBreaded Haddock Breaded Haddock 
22229999 19199999

 SAVE
$4each

EVERYTHING $10 or UNDER

SINGLE SERVES 275 g - 340 g  SINGLE SERVES
449999

eacheach

54949
each

59999
each

Pot Pies Pot Pies 225 g - 250 g225 g - 250 g Deep Dish Deep Dish 
Pepperoni Pepperoni 
Pizza Pizza 160 g160 g

Deep Dish  Deep Dish 
Deluxe Pizza Deluxe Pizza 160 g160 g

QuicheQuiche
170 g170 g

Creamy ChickenCreamy Chicken

$4each

ONLY

$5each

ONLY
$6each

ONLY

SALE

SALE

Beef and Beef and 
MushroomMushroom

Three Three 
CheeseCheese

Classic Classic 
French StyleFrench Style

FlorentineFlorentine

$3 each

ONLY SALE

Caramel Sea Salt Cakes Caramel Sea Salt Cakes 
22 PORTIONS PORTIONS 
280 g280 g

Soups Soups 255 g - 285 g 255 g - 285 g 
Excludes Wonton Soup.

Lavalicious Lavalicious 
Chocolate Cakes Chocolate Cakes 
22 PORTIONS PORTIONS 228 g228 g

Stuffed Stuffed 
PotatoesPotatoes
4 PIECES4 PIECES 560 g560 g

SALE

Excludes Wonton Soup.Excludes Wonton Soup.Excludes Wonton Soup.Excludes Wonton Soup.

Broccoli Broccoli 
CheddarCheddar

Tomato and Tomato and 
Grilled CheeseGrilled Cheese French OnionFrench Onion

Loaded PotatoLoaded Potato

SALE

GourmetGourmet

Broccoli and Broccoli and 
CheeseCheese

CheeseCheese

ClassicClassic

$10
ONLYSAVE $399

$9
ONLY

North Atlantic Salmon North Atlantic Salmon 
142 g142 g

SAVE $299

SAVE $1
Three Cheese  Three Cheese 

Pasta BakePasta Bake
Macaroni Macaroni
 & Cheese & Cheese

Sesame Sesame 
Japchae Japchae 
NoodlesNoodles

Spaghetti Spaghetti 
BologneseBolognese

Fettuccine Fettuccine 
AlfredoAlfredo

Chicken Chicken 
TeriyakiTeriyaki

Chicken Chicken 
Pad ThaiPad Thai

Shanghai Style Shanghai Style 
Beef NoodlesBeef Noodles

Butter Butter 
ChickenChicken

Sesame Sesame 
Chicken Chicken 
NoodlesNoodles

Sweet Sriracha Sweet Sriracha 
Chicken & Chicken & 

Noodle BowlNoodle Bowl

Homestyle Homestyle 
Shepherd’s PieShepherd’s Pie

Chicken Chicken 
LasagnaLasagna

Beef Chili
Homestyle Tuna Homestyle Tuna 

CasseroleCasserole
Shrimp & Shrimp & 

Scallop PastaScallop PastaClassic Beef StewClassic Beef Stew

Cheese and Cheese and 
Spinach Spinach 

CannelloniCannelloni

Chicken Chicken 
ParmesanParmesan

Cabbage RollsCabbage Rolls

Six Cheese Six Cheese 
TortelliniTortellini LasagnaLasagna

EFFORTLESS SNACKS

999
each
99

GREAT DEALS

1499
each

3 VARIETIES

BUY 1 
GET 1 50% OFF

MIX
AND

MATCH

Regular priceRegular price $25.99 $25.99

STOVETOP KITS 840 g - 1.05 kg
READY IN

MINUTES

UNDER

20

1599

1999

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

$6each WHEN YOU BUY TWO OR MORE
MULTI BUYBreaded Breaded 

Chicken Chicken 
BreastsBreasts
8 PIECES 8 PIECES 907 g907 g

SAVE $1299 SpicySpicy

Dry Garlic Pork Dry Garlic Pork 
50-7050-70 PIECES PIECES 600 g600 g

Mini Franks  Mini Franks 
in Pastry in Pastry
1515 PIECES PIECES 
279 g279 gSAVE $4

Classic French Classic French 
StyleStyle

FlorentineFlorentine
Mini Mini 

Quiche Quiche
1616 PIECES PIECES 340 g340 g

Artichoke Artichoke 
Mac &  Mac & 
Cheese Bites Cheese Bites
1414 PIECES PIECES 280 g280 g

Mini Vegetable Mini Vegetable 
Spring Rolls Spring Rolls
1616 PIECES PIECES 
384 g384 g

Hot Honey Hot Honey 
Cheese Bites Cheese Bites
1414 PIECES PIECES 280 g280 g

Crispy Everything  Crispy Everything 
Cream Cheese Bites Cream Cheese Bites 

1414 PIECES PIECES 280 g280 g

Taco Bites  Taco Bites 
88 PIECES PIECES 480 g480 g

 SAVE
$3 each

 SAVE
$2 each

Chicken & Cilantro Chicken & Cilantro 
Quesadilla Cones  Quesadilla Cones 
66 PIECES PIECES 300 g300 g

SAVE $2

Fried Fried 
Battered Battered 
Pickles  Pickles 
10-1210-12 PIECES PIECES 
390 g390 g

Cauliflower  Cauliflower 
Bites Bites 450 g450 g

SaucesSauces
includedincludedSAVE $3

DINNER: PLANNED
Supreme Supreme 

Homestyle Homestyle 
Meat Loaf Meat Loaf 

600 g600 g

Korean  Korean 
Style Fried Style Fried 

ChickenChicken
650 g650 g

SAVE $3 SAVE $4

Cod Nuggets  Cod Nuggets 
17-2717-27 PIECES PIECES 567 g567 g

Seasoned Seasoned 
Breaded Cod Breaded Cod

4-54-5 PIECES PIECES 400 g400 g

Pork SchnitzelPork Schnitzel
5-75-7 PIECES PIECES 650 g650 g

Meat Meat 
Loaf Minis Loaf Minis
44 PORTIONS PORTIONS 

680 g680 g

 SAVE
$5 each

Braised Beef Braised Beef 
Pappardelle Pasta Pappardelle Pasta 
850 g850 g Loaded Perogy Bake Loaded Perogy Bake 907 g907 g

SAVE $4 each

Sweet and Spicy Sweet and Spicy 
Shrimp and Shrimp and 

ScallopsScallops

Lemon Herb Lemon Herb 
Chicken and Chicken and 

PastaPasta

Creamy Rosé  Creamy Rosé 
Chicken and Chicken and 

PastaPasta

Beef Beef 
Stir FryStir Fry

Chicken Chicken 
Stir FryStir Fry

each

Chicken Chicken 
FajitasFajitas

Beef TeriyakiBeef Teriyaki Beef Lo MeinBeef Lo Mein

Mini EclairsMini Eclairs
12 PIECES12 PIECES 200 g200 g

Mini Cream  Mini Cream 
Puffs Puffs 250 g250 g

Caramel  Caramel 
Cream Cream 
Puffs Puffs 
240 g240 g

Regular priceRegular price $6.99  $6.99 eacheach

SALE MIX
AND

MATCH

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

1299
each

SALE

SALE

SALE

each

47 Broadway Ave. ORANGEVILLE       519-942-2573

Seniors Day Every Tuesday 10% off Regular Priced Items!
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802 Main Street East, Shelburne

Call 519.925.2121
*Extra large may be available at select locations for an additional charge. Pricing may vary by location. An additional charge may apply for premium toppings, sauces, 
extra cheese, and special pizza types including: Handmade Pan Pizzas, Thin Crust Pizzas, Gluten Free Pizzas and Feast Pizzas. Please refer to offer when ordering. 

Limited time. Prices, participation, delivery area & delivery fee may apply,. Terms and charges may vary.

DOMINO’S HAT TRICK DEAL

$25.99*

One Large 4 Topping Pizza, 
One Stu� ed Chessy Bread and 

Two 500ml Drinks

LIMITED TIME

ORDER NOW

FOR ONLY


