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It just keeps getting better

by BRIAN LOCKHART

The 1961 movie, Breakfast at Tiffany's, opens with afamous long shot in Manhattan.

Itisjust after dawn, and the street, a big city boulevard lined by tall buildings, is deserted. There are no cars and no people at all.
A lonetaxi is seen approaching in the early morning light. It slows, then stopsin front of the famous Tiffany's jewellery store.

Audrey Hepburn, AKA Holley Golightly, emerges from the taxi and spends afew moments eating a pastry and drinking a coffee,
while gazing at the expensive jewellery in the store's window.

Sheisdressed in evening wear, and it is obvious she has been out all night. The movie never really explains what Holly does for a
living; however, she seems to make her money by dating various men, so the rest isleft up to the imagination.

The story revolves around Holley and a writer named Paul, played by George Peppard, who devel ops a romantic relationship. The
movie was a big hit. It was based on Truman Capote's novel.

Asatrained filmmaker, | always appreciate the work that goes into an opening shot in amovie.
Y et, when | seethat film opening, | aways think ?? that taxi has the worst shock absorbers I've ever seen!

Asit comes down the boulevard, the taxi looks like a boat riding over waves. When it comes to a stop, it bounces up and down a
couple of times before settling down.

That got me thinking about advances in automotive technology over the years.
It was once common to replace car shock absorbers. There were even auto shops that specialized in shocks.

I've never replaced shock absorbersin any car, and don't know anyone who has either. They just seem to make them better, and they
last the life of the car.

When | was akid, it was very common to see cars with the wheel wells rusted out. If you had a car that was over five years old, it
was pretty likely your wheel wells were showing alot of wear and tear.

Some wheel-well rust cases were pretty severe.
You just don't see that anymore. They still rust, but not nearly as badly as they used to.
Advances in preparing the metal during the production phase have really taken the rust out of the auto world.

Back when most, if not all, cars were Rear Wheel Drive, it was a common sight to see someone stuck in the snow. Other motorists
would get out of their vehiclesto push the car out.

Usually, after rocking it a few times, the car would move, the driver would wave, and everyone continued on their way.

I knew guys who would throw sandbags into the trunk of their car just to get some added traction in the rear when winter arrived.
We had an Oldsmobile Cutlass, and they were notorious for having alight rear end.

Output as PDF file has been powered by [ Universal Post Manager ] plugin from www.ProfProjects.com | Pagel/2 |


https://shelburnefreepress.ca/?p=38438
http://www.profprojects.com/?page=upm

This page was exported from - Shelburne Free Press
Export date: Thu Apr 23 14:25:52 2026 / +0000 GMT

When cars went to Front Wheel Drive, the added weight of the engine made a huge difference when driving in snow. People still get
stuck, but not nearly as often as they used to.

Theinvention of all-season radial tires also made a huge difference in winter driving. The old bias-ply tires were inexpensive but
absolutely horrible and dangerous in wet driving conditions.

Mufflers used to be acommon problem with cars. In their position under the car, the muffler system took alot of abuse.

It was common to get a new muffler every couple of years. In my last few cars, I've only had to replace one part of the system in one
vehicle.

| drove my last vehicle for 360,000 km before the muffler started getting loud.
Aspart of my job, | frequently get to drive the newest vehicles offered by automakers.
I'm always quite impressed by the new technology that is available.

My own vehicle is getting old, but it still tells me when to change the oil, when the washer fluid needs replacement, and if thetire
pressureislow.

| took abrand new 2026 model out for atest drive afew weeks ago. It was alot of fun testing the limits of this car asit
automatically corrected itself if you drove out of your lane, and yelled awarning if it thought you were getting too close to the car in
front of you.

The new technology in vehiclesis amazing, and I'm looking forward to seeing what comes with the next vehicle | purchase.

Oh, and spoiler alert ?in the original novel Breakfast at Tiffany's, Paul was an unnamed gay man who told the story of meeting
Holly to afriend, and just described her as ?A girl | used to know.'

| guessthat original version wouldn't have had the same successful Hollywood ending.
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