This page was exported from - Shelburne Free Press
Export date: Sun Apr 19 8:51:33 2026 / +0000 GMT

Noted Donation

Written By PAULA BROWN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Dufferin Community Foundation (DCF) islooking to help support a number of local charities with the return of their Fall Grants.

The foundation announced in a newsletter on Aug. 15, that they are now accepting applications for their 2025 Fall Grants, with the
addition of two new funding opportunities and more than $27,000 in funding up for grabs.

?I've been on the other side of the table and know what it's like doing the work that needs to be done in the community, but having to
pass the hat around all the time [for funding],? said Shirley Boxom, chair of the DCF Grants Committee. ?It's really important to
open up those avenues to better and more consistent funding, given that we really couldn't be a thriving community without our
not-for-profits and charities.?

The Dufferin Community Foundation introduced the Fall Grants program for the first-time last year, with two grants - the Arts and
Culture Fund and the Environmental Fund.

The Arts and Culture Fund, valued at $2,000 each, was awarded to four local charities ? Dufferin Children and Family Services,
Streams Community Hub, Caledon Meals on Wheels and The Brave Canoe. While the Environmental Fund, valued at $2,500, was
awarded to the National Wildlife Foundation.

Following the response to the Fall Grant program, DCF decided to introduce two additional grants to the program ? the Dufferin
Vision Fund and the Refugee Resettlement Fund.

The Dufferin Vision Fund aims to provide grants for initiatives that meet urgent community needs or promote opportunities within
the county. Thisyear's grant will focus on funding cultural programs, services or initiatives that improve mental health for local

residents. There are three grant values at $2,500 available.

The Dufferin Vision Fund, was created in direct response to the number of applications DCF received from social service agencies
for the Arts, Culture & Heritage Fund.

?Half, if not more, of the applications that we received for arts and culture grants were from social service agencies that were using
the arts to heal or address their clients,? explained Boxom. AVe're recognizing how integral the arts are for mental health and

wellbeing.?

The Refugee Resettlement Fund, valued at $4,000, looks to support groups heling to resettle refugees in Dufferin County.
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