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CHAPMAN’S FROZEN 
NOVELTIES

TIDE ALL IN ONELAUNDRY DETERGENT
3LB BAGGED 
SEEDLESS ORANGES
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www.gianttiger.com
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ONLYLYL $450,000! 4 Bed, 2 Bath!ONLY $450,000! 4 Bed, 2 Bath!

AFFORDABLE CONDO TOWNHOUSE
325 WILLIAM ST,T,T UNIT 22, SHELBURNE, ON

AFFORDABLE CONDO TOWNHOUSE
325 WILLIAM ST, UNIT 22, SHELBURNE, ON

519.925.6948 MCCARTHYREALTY.CA
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CLAXTON DENTURE CLINIC
DWIGHT CLAXTON DD

Implant and Denture Solutions
Same day relines and repairs

NO REFERRALS NECESSARY
FREE CONSULTATION

ELECTRONIC CLAIMS PROCESSING
WE NOW ACCEPT

Canadian Dental Care Plan Clients
121 FIRST STREET UNIT 2 A, 

ORANGEVILLE

519-941-9510
141 MAIN STREET WEST, 

SHELBURNE

519-925-9511

EAT • LAUGH • SMILE

Haunt in the Park returns with new scares
Haunt in the Park is returning to Shel-

burne’s Fiddle Park this Halloween season, 
bringing a new layout, fresh scares and 
family-friendly activities as the long-run-
ning community attraction marks another 
year of frightening fun.

Organized by the Little family and run-
ning from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Oct. 23, 24, 
30 and 31, organizer Carola Little said that 
the event has become a Halloween tradi-
tion in the community.

“For the past 33 years, the Little family 
and their friends and neighbours have put 
on the Haunt in the Park,” Little said. “Cur-
rently held in Fiddle Park in Shelburne, 
it’s a great free family event that brings 
everybody out. The community responds 
wonderfully to this event, and they always 
come out in droves and support us in 100 
different ways.”

The free attraction relies entirely on vol-
unteers and local support, with organizers 
spending weeks constructing elaborate 
scenes and preparing the park for visitors.

This year’s event marks a return to Fid-
dle Park after construction and renovations 
prevented the haunt from being held there 
last year. The attraction has called the park 
home since 2015, and organizers are look-
ing forward to welcoming visitors back to 
the renovated space.

“It feels like coming home a little bit,” 
Little said. “We’ve been here since 2015, 
barring last year, of course, and it feels a 
little bit more like we know we have our 
sure footing under us, and with all the park 
renovations, we’re quite con� dent that this 
year’s event will be better than ever.”

Little said that this year, there is a new 
section for guests to enjoy, and other areas 
have undergone improvements.

“We do have a new area, which is like a 
Harry Potter area after the Voldemort at-
tack,” she said. “We’ve enhanced or perfect-
ed certain areas as well. We’ve tried new 
ideas in certain areas… we have so many 
characters this year that even if you don’t 
take the time to appreciate the scenery, the 
scare will still be there for you regardless.”

Continued on Page 5

PROTECTING WATER: Melancthon municipal election candidates voiced opposition to the proposed Strada Aggregate Quarry during 
a Watershed Guardians of Duff erin County forum at Horning’s Mills Community Hall on Oct. 14. Candidates highlighted concerns about 
the quarry’s potential impact on local water resources and outlined their plans to continue opposing the project. Turn to Page 6 for a full 
story.

JOSHUA DRAKES PHOTO 

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

FRIGHT AT FIDDLE PARK: With 
over 70 volunteers per night, Shel-
burne’s Haunt in the Park is setting 
up to be bigger and scarier than 
ever before for Halloween 2026. 
With classic horror movies, Fallout, 
Harry Potter and more as featured 
sections of the haunt, Haunt in the 
Park promises to scare you for a 
good cause as it continues its tra-
dition of supporting the food bank.
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[BRACKETT
Auto Group

SOUTHERN ONTARIO’S             SELECTION OF PRE-OWNED CARS & TRUCKS Best
OVER  300+ PRE-OWNED VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM $500 GRADUATE 

PROGRAM AVAILABLE!

$80,704+HST/LIC
OCTOBER OFFER: $10,000 NSCDA 

APPLIED TO $90,704 STARTING PRICE 
SALE PRICE $80,704 

OFFER SHOWN OCTOBER 2–26, 2026.

$0 DOWN PAYMENT

FOR 84 MONTHS

0%

$257
WEEKLY +TAXES

FINANCE FROM

$57,320+HST/LIC

$0 DOWN PAYMENT

FOR 84 MONTHS
C.O.B. $12,301.00

5.49%

$199
WEEKLY +TAXES

FINANCE FROM

2026 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
1500 LT TRAIL BOSS 4X4 

2026 CHEVROLET COLORADO 
Z71 CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4X4 

STK# 23606  

STK# 23534  

CADILLAC

519-941-0420
1 MONORA PK DR, ORANGEVILLE, ON L9W 0E1

royalchev.com

@ 7.99%  
FOR 
84 MONTHS

O.A.C.

C.O.B $28,064.87$0 DOWN

2024 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 3500HD HIGH COUNTRY

$91,616
+HST/LIC

STK# B7804 • 9,387  KM • HEATED/COOLED SEATS, HEATED STEERING WHEEL, 
HEADS UP DISPLAY, ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, WIRELESS CHARGING, 
BOSE SOUND SYSTEM, 360 CAMERA, WIFI HOT SPOT, XM RADIO, ONSTAR,

SPRAY ON BED LINER, RAIN SENSE WIPERS.

$329
WEEKLY
+ HST & LIC

@ 8.99%  
FOR 
60 MONTHS

O.A.C.

C.O.B $5,573.55$0 DOWN

2019 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE 

$22,995
+HST/LIC

STK# 23628A • 171,272 KM • ONE OWNER, HEATED SEATS, REMOTE START, 
360 SURROUND VISION, SUNROOF, WI-FI HOTSPOT, XM RADIO, ONSTAR, LEATHER SEATS, AUTO 

CLIMATE CONTROL, 20” WHEELS, POWER LIFTGATE, BOSE SOUND SYSTEM, 
TRAILERING PACKAGE AND MORE!

$110
WEEKLY
+ HST & LIC

@ 7.99%  
FOR 
84 MONTHS

O.A.C.

C.O.B $17,067.57$0 DOWN

2024 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 LTZ 

$55,716
+HST/LIC

STK# B7800 • 72,201 KM • ONE OWNER, ACCIDENT-FREE, HEATED AND VENTILATED SEATS, HEAD-UP 
DISPLAY, HEATED STEERING WHEEL, ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, SPRAY-ON BEDLINER, TRAILERING 
PACKAGE, WIRELESS APPLE CARPLAY, WIRELESS ANDROID AUTO, REMOTE START, AUTOMATIC HIGH 
BEAMS, XM RADIO, ONSTAR, DUAL-ZONE AUTOMATIC CLIMATE CONTROL, AND MORE!

$200
WEEKLY
+ HST & LIC

@ 7.99%  
FOR 
84 MONTHS

O.A.C.

C.O.B $14,616.91$0 DOWN

2024 CADILLAC XT4 SPORT 

$47,716
+HST/LIC

STK# B7812 • 85,600 KM • CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED, ACCIDENT-FREE, MIDNIGHT SKY BLACK 
METALLIC, BLACK LEATHER INTERIOR, 23.5K KM, TURBOCHARGED ENGINE, ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, 

9-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION, SPORT SUSPENSION, ULTRAVIEW SUNROOF, HEATED 
FRONT SEATS, HEATED STEERING WHEEL, WIRELESS APPLE CARPLAY & MUCH MORE!

$171
WEEKLY
+ HST & LIC

@ 7.99%  
FOR 
84 MONTHS

O.A.C.

C.O.B $16,393.64$0 DOWN

2024 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE Z71 AWD 

$53,516
+HST/LIC

STK# 23354A • 79,247 KM • 
Z71, 2.5L TURBO FOUR-CYLINDER, LL-WHEEL DRIVE, 

SURROUND-VIEW CAMERA, REMOTE START, HEATED FRONT SEATS AND STEERING WHEEL, 
WIRELESS CHARGING, ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, AND MORE!

$192
WEEKLY
+ HST & LIC

@ 7.99%  
FOR 
84 MONTHS

O.A.C.

C.O.B $29,627.16$0 DOWN

2024 CADILLAC ESCALADE ESV 4WD SPORT 

$96,716
+HST/LIC

STK# 10876A • 62,726 KM • BLACK LEATHER INTERIOR, 6.2L V8, 4X4, SPORT TRIM, 
22-INCH ALLOY WHEELS, SURROUND-VIEW CAMERA, HEATED AND VENTILATED FRONT SEATS,

 HEATED STEERING WHEEL, PANORAMIC SUNROOF, NAVIGATION, PREMIUM AUDIO, 
ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, POWER LIFTGATE, FRONT AND REAR PARK ASSIST, AND MORE!

$347
WEEKLY
+ HST & LIC

@ 7.99%  
FOR 
84 MONTHS

O.A.C.

C.O.B $23,469.90$0 DOWN

2026 GMC SIERRA 1500 AT4

$76,616
+HST/LIC

STK# B7794 • 17,937 KM • 6.2L V8, 4X4, AT4 PREMIUM AND TECHNOLOGY PACKAGES, 
POWER SUNROOF, HEATED AND VENTILATED LEATHER SEATS, HEATED STEERING WHEEL, 

SURROUND-VIEW CAMERA, BOSE AUDIO, ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, 
HEAD-UP DISPLAY, TONNEAU COVER, AND MORE!

$275
WEEKLY
+ HST & LIC

@ 7.99%  
FOR 
84 MONTHS

O.A.C.

C.O.B $12,443.19$0 DOWN

2022 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 4XE OVERLAND 4X4 

$40,620
+HST/LIC

STK# 10895A • 39,935 KM • BLACK LEATHER, PLUG-IN HYBRID, 
4X4, DUAL-PANEL PANORAMIC SUNROOF, NAVIGATION, SURROUND-VIEW CAMERA, 

HEATED AND VENTILATED SEATS, HEAD-UP DISPLAY, WIRELESS CHARGING, ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, 
LANE ASSIST, REMOTE START, POWER LIFTGATE, AND MORE!

$146
WEEKLY
+ HST & LIC
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Dufferin County council prospects make their pitches to voters
Dufferin County candidates had the op-

portunity to lay out some of their election 
platform planks during the Dufferin Board 
of Trade’s online all-candidate forum.

Mayoral and deputy mayoral candidates 
in the Oct. 26 municipal elections made 
their pitches for votes Sept. 25. The mayor 
and deputy mayors represent their munici-
palities on the upper tier council.

“A strong local economy starts with sup-
porting the businesses that call Grand Valley 
and Dufferin County home,” said Paul Lat-
am, a mayoral candidate in Grand Valley.

A local business owner, he said he breathes 
agriculture and grew up on 50 acres of land 
that grew produce.

“When the last crop of shingles on farm-
land goes on, it means that we can no lon-
ger produce the food that we need. We have 
some of the best farmland in Ontario and we 
need to work to preserve it.”

Steve Soloman, Grand Valley’s incumbent 
mayor, said he has served the community 
with honesty and integrity.

“I’m the one in the room that can hold 
the culture of council and, as we all know, 
culture eats strategy for breakfast,” he said. 
“My understanding is great about this town.”

Philip Rentsch, the incumbent deputy 
mayor in Grand Valley, said the role means 
being a voice at the county council level.

Dufferin County will be faced with a stark 
choice over the next council term, he said.

“It’s probably the main reason why I want 
to stick with it,” Rentsch said. “We have tried 
to be all things to all people but we haven’t 
had the courage or the guts to pay for it. And 
I think that’s going to be the issue.”

If the upper tier wants to do everything 
through the county itself and freeze out pri-
vate enterprise from assuming some of the 
responsibilities and services, then taxes at 
the county level need to increase, he said.

His choice would be to do less as a gov-
ernment and tap for-pro�t and non-pro�t en-
tities to provide some services.

“Speci�cally in the case of economic de-
velopment,” Rentsch said. “We need to stop 
doing what we’re doing. Stop pretending 
that we can attract multinational business-
es.”

He said the county should work more 
closely with the board of trade to encourage 
and help grow current local businesses.

Ruth Plowright served as a councillor in 
Melancthon over the last term. This time 
around, she asks voters to promote her to 
the mayor’s seat over incumbent Mayor Dar-
ren White.

One of her strengths professionally and 
while in business has been in team-build-
ing, she said. She’s about to retire, and that 
would set her up to thrive as mayor.

“My extensive business background sets 
me up well to understand budgets and how 
to look for savings,” Plowright said.

White said he’s dedicated more than 17 

years to the community with strong leader-
ship, practical experience, and real results. 
In that time, he was the county’s warden �ve 
times.

He said he’s championed high-speed inter-
net, affordable housing, economic develop-
ment initiatives, senior’s care, and environ-
mental protection.

“I have consistently worked on boards 
and committees that keep our communities 
running,” White said.

In Mono, John Creelman, the incumbent 
mayor, said the town was studied about 30 
years ago by a panel of municipal experts 
from a number of countries, and they liked 
what they saw.

“The recommendation to the community 
at the time (was) preserve the best of what 
you have because you will never get it back,” 
he said.

Creelman said Mono’s best is in its rural 
character, its unsurpassed natural environ-
ment, the lowest tax rate in Dufferin County, 
no debt, and approachable and respected 
elected of�cials.

He said he will work to maintain the town’s 
best attributes, ensure residents’ voices are 
heard, and that the municipality is well run.

“Every resident expects well-delivered 
and affordable municipal services,” he said.

Just about half of residents’ tax dollars go 
to county services, he said.

“Your mayor needs to know the workings 
of Dufferin County and how to advocate for 
our share of services, especially badly need-
ed county road maintenance and safety im-
provements,” Creelman said.

And he’s the mayor to do that.
Melinda Davie is a Mono councillor in 

the running for the mayor’s job. There are 
important decisions ahead for Mono, she 
said, and included roads and infrastructure 
among the priorities that need more than 
short-term �xes and deferrals.

“We need to think strategically about up-
keep, investment, and how to ensure that 
what we have built, will build, and maintain 
today serves our community well into the 
future,” she said.

Mono’s mayor also has a place on Duffer-
in County council where the responsibility 
extends beyond the municipal boundaries, 
she said.

“County council requires a broader per-
spective,” Davie said. “An understanding 
of regional priorities and a commitment to 
make decisions that serve the best interests 
of the county as a whole.”

Meaningful progress means municipali-
ties need to work together, and she brings 
willingness to listen, a collaborative ap-
proach, and a commitment to consider the 
larger picture.

Emerson Pendleton also has legs in the 
three-horse race for Mono’s head of council. 
He said he aims to represent all residents 
and not just certain population segments.

“I think everybody should be dealt with 
equally,” he said.

He acknowledged that Davie and Creel-
man have steered a steady course for �scal 
responsibility in their years on council. And 
they have been effective at maintaining Mo-
no’s rural character.

“But I want to jump in and really advocate 
for agriculture,” Pendleton said. “Agricul-
ture is the biggest business in Dufferin and 
Mono.”

Laura Campbell has locked horns with 
incumbent Fred Nix in the deputy mayoral 
arena.

Campbell is a business owner, and that ex-
perience has afforded her an awareness of 
the region’s economic challenges, she said. 
But there are also environmental challenges 
and those regarding development that need 
to be addressed.

“I want to take a greater responsibility for 
my home community,” she said. “And I want 
to bring my passion and my enthusiasm and 
my expertise in small business and in grass-
roots work and community building to Duf-
ferin County.”

Mulmur Mayor Janet Horner has been ac-
claimed to her seat for the next term. But 
two current councillors are campaigning to 
be deputy mayor.

Patricia Clark has been on council over 
the last two terms. And her past profession-
al roles have given her much experience 
with �nances, human resources, planning, 
and marketing.

Those are skills that are valuable around 
the council table, she noted. 

“I’ve always been active in the communi-
ty,” Clark said.

As deputy mayor, she said she will contin-
ue to work to balance Mulmur’s cherished 
rural lifestyle with its housing needs and ap-
propriate commercial growth.

The other deputy mayor hopeful, Andrew 
Cunningham, didn’t participate in the Duf-
ferin Board of Trade’s election forum.

Wade Mills is the incumbent candidate 
to be Shelburne’s mayor. Residents’ other 
choice for the role is Pratheeb (PK) Uthay-
akumar.

Mills said Dufferin County has shaped 
who he is today.

He served two terms as the county’s war-
den, a time that taught him that progress 
comes through listening, �nding common 
ground with all councillors and staff, and 
building consensus around shared priori-
ties.

Economic development is one of those 
priorities of the upper tier, he said.

“I think we need to help our existing busi-
nesses thrive, help employers �nd the peo-
ple that they need, and create more oppor-
tunities for our residents to work closer to 
home,” Mills said.

To that end, he believes a regional ap-
proach to economic development is the cor-
rect path.

Uthayakumar didn’t participate in the 
board’s online forum. Neither did depu-
ty mayor candidates Len Guchardi, Mike 
Green, and Andrea Knight.

DUFFERIN COUNTY

Treats in the Street brings Halloween magic to downtown Shelburne

Treats in the Street celebration returns 
Saturday, Oct. 24, inviting families to enjoy 
a festive Halloween adventure while dis-
covering local businesses, all contained to 
downtown Shelburne

The annual event is hosted by the Shel-
burne Business Improvement Area (BIA) in 
partnership with the Town of Shelburne.

The free, family-friendly event runs from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and promises an opportu-

nity for children and parents to celebrate 
the season together.

The event will get started at Jack Down-
ing Park, where trick-or-treaters can pick up 
a treat bag and a ballot for the Great Pump-
kin Hunt. From there, families can explore 
participating businesses along Main Street 
and Owen Sound Street together, collecting 
treats and taking part in Halloween-themed 
activities.

The event encourages residents to expe-
rience the heart of their community.

The celebration also highlights the role 

small businesses and community partner-
ships play in creating memorable local 
traditions. By bringing families into the 
downtown core, Treats in the Street can 
offer participants a lively introduction to 
Shelburne’s shops and services in a relaxed, 
seasonal setting.

Organizers are also encouraging attend-
ees to support local families in need through 
donations to the community food bank.

Families are encouraged to arrive in cos-
tume and make time to explore the partici-
pating businesses throughout the morning 

and early afternoon.
As Shelburne prepares for another Hal-

loween season, Treats in the Street is an op-
portunity for neighbours to connect, local 
businesses to shine, and children to make 
some lasting autumn memories before the 
seasons switch towards winter.

The event will also be running alongside 
Shelburne’s Haunt in the Park, which will 
be running its Mini-Boo event from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., offering those not looking for too 
much fright an opportunity to experience 
the Haunt during the daytime.

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS 

10 AM - 4 PM
SHELBURNE LEGION BRANCH 220

203 WILLIAM STREET

$50 PER TABLE (FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED)
DEADLINE: OCTOBER 30TH, 2026

FOR MORE INFO & BOOKING CONTACT:
164.CHAIRPERSON@AIRCADETLEAGUE.ON.CA

WE ARE LOOKING FOR:
- LOCAL VENDORS

- HANDMADE CRAFT CHRISTMAS DECOR
- FESTIVE SWEETS & TREATS

- CANDLES, POTTERY, ORNAMENTS
- BEAUTY PRODUCTS

-JEWLERY, CLOTHES, TOYS & MUCH MORE!

SUPPORTING 164 SHELBURNE AIR CADETS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH, 2026

VENDORS WANTED

Don’t go fishing for your news, community highlights, current events and more!

THE SHELBURNE FREE PRESS HAS YOU COVERED ONLINE 
AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY.

FreePressShelburne109 Adeline Street, Shelburne 
519-925-2832 • shelburnefreepress.ca
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India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi is 
technically not upper caste, but he does 
have a high opinion of himself. “When my 
mother was alive, I used to believe that I 
was born biologically,” Modi told an inter-
viewer two years ago. “After she passed 
away, re� ecting on all my experiences, I 
was convinced God had sent me.”

Modi could use some help from God 
at this point, because his government 
has stumbled into a confrontation with 
the nation’s frustrated and angry youth. 
Half of India’s population is under 30, and 
although the economy is growing very fast 
(7 per cent last year) it is mostly ‘jobless 
growth’ (40 per cent graduate unemploy-
ment).

In retrospect, early 2024 was the time 
of ‘peak Modi’. He was convinced that his 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP– Indian Peo-
ple’s Party) would win a two-thirds major-
ity in parliament in the upcoming election, 
after which he would change the constitu-
tion, put an end to the secular state, and 
build the Hindu-ruled religious state of his 
dreams.

The 290 million Indian citizens who are 
not Hindus – one-� fth of the population, 

mostly Muslim – would become sec-
ond-class citizens under that new regime. 
The BJP never publicly admits that this is 
its destination, but its paramilitary mass 
organization, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS), is quite open about it.

There is a hierarchy of hatred, in the 
sense that the BJP sees Buddhism and 
Sikhism, rival religions that are local in 
origin, as less alien and threatening than 
Christianity and especially Islam. (Mus-
lims are one-seventh of the entire popula-
tion.) But Modi and his party have worked 
long and hard to paint them all as foreign 
and dangerous.

It was all going so well – but then the 
BJP didn’t do at all well in the 2024 elec-
tion. It needed a coalition with two small 
regional parties just to scrape a bare 
majority in the Lok Sabha (lower house of 
parliament.) As for changing the constitu-
tion, forget it.

The BJP’s trajectory had stalled. It still 
had the support of the mass media (mostly 
bought and paid for) and probably of the 
older generation of Hindus. So long as 
non-Hindus and lower-caste Hindus kept 
voting against Modi’s God-given proj-

ect, however, it wasn’t going to happen. 
Modi’s solution was to launch the biggest 
gerrymandering attempt in world history.

The electoral rolls in India had always 
been maintained in a non-partisan way, 
but in 2023 Modi appointed new election 
commissioners who would do his bidding. 
They weren’t in of� ce in time to do any-
thing about the 2024 election, but they are 
certainly well placed to do his will now.

The BJP knew that its ‘Hindu nationalist’ 
supporters (the Indian version of MAGA) 
would be loyal to the end, but that low-
er-caste Hindus and religious minorities 
were abandoning Modi’s party. You can 
often guess how people will vote by their 
family names or where they live, so Modi’s 
strategists just started removing likely 
opposition voters from the electoral rolls.

There were 968 million registered voters 
in India a year ago, but the BJP-controlled 
Election Commission has been carrying 
out a ‘Special Intensive Revision’ – and 
it has already purged 130 million voters 
from the list.

It is extremely unlikely that one-sixth of 
all Indian voters have died or moved leav-
ing no forwarding address in the past � ve 
years. It is, however, extremely likely that 
an implausibly high proportion of the miss-
ing voters are Muslims, other non-Hindus 
and lower-caste Hindus.

This is daylight robbery, but electoral 
rolls are not sexy. It took a bunch of stu-
dents to drag it out into plain sight.

It began when 
somebody at the 
National Testing 
Agency leaked the 
exam papers that decide who gets into 
medical schools. Two million students 
were competing for 150,000 places, and 
when the scam came out and everybody 
had to rewrite them 12 candidates com-
mitted suicide. It was the second time the 
exams had to be retaken in three years.

An unemployed graduate called Abhi-
jeep Dipke picked up on a casual remark 
by the chief justice calling people like him 
‘cockroaches’ and set up a satirical web-
site accusing the BJP of incompetence 
and corruption. He called it the Cock-
roach Janata Party (CJP) and it took off 
like a rocket. Within weeks mass protests 
forced the education minister to resign.

The young founders of the CJP knew 
they had created a powerful political lever, 
and by September they realized what their 
next target must be: the giant gerryman-
der that has already delivered two big 
states, West Bengal and Bihar, into the 
hands of the BJP. (Next national elections 
are in 2029.)

So the CJP is now demanding the res-
ignation of the chief of the Election Com-
mission, Gyanesh Kumar, and most days 
the streets of Delhi are � lled with young 
protesters. The BJP is not yet defeated, 
but it is on the defensive. 

Stay tuned.

India: Cockroach uprising GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY
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Libraries are vital to communities.
People can go to a library and escape 

the din of life. Then, away from the day’s 
hurly-burly, they can tuck into a book, a 
magazine, a newspaper. Listen to music in 
some libraries.

Libraries are repositories for a commu-
nity’s history by way of various archived 
materials. And the open access to infor-
mation and educational materials there 
can open avenues in one’s life.

Personally, libraries have been great to 
me over the years.

Guest speakers and visiting writers were 
a means for me to avail myself of books 
when money was too tight to buy them.

When I was a kid, I met at a library a 
girl named Alice and her Mad Hatter friend 
with his March Hare, the queens White 
and Red, and the Cheshire Cat. And we 
were all mad there. I was mad. You were 
mad. And there was found a lesson in sim-
plicity and the wise suggestion to begin at 
the beginning and go on until you come to 
the end, then stop.

I don’t remember how old I was when I 

discovered Alice’s Adventures in Wonder-
land. But I remember how the words were 
put together and how the sentences tick-
led me. Years afterwards I read the book 
to one of my children through her mother’s 
belly where she rose like dough in a bread 
pan. And it became one of the stories that 
we’d return to over and over through the 
years.

A library was a bookstore to my young 
children. That’s what they called it. Daddy, 
can we go to the bookstore? We were 
parents too young, and I was a part-time 
sportswriter. Always a month behind on 
the utility bills, we didn’t have money for 
children’s books. Not even second-hand 
store offerings.

That was about 20 years ago in New-
foundland. My daughters bundled up in 
their bulky winter clothes, and we’d trudge 
off to the public library to their “bookstore.”

“We haven’t read this one yet, daddy,” 
Emily said and showed one of Robert 
Munsch’s books she’d pulled from a bin of 
books for young readers.

And Isabella said that it would have to 

be read at home because libraries are 
quiet places and daddy always does the 
noises in the stories when he reads them 
to us.

There are many other families, especially 
in this economy, who are in the same posi-
tion when trying to nurture young readers.

An aside: Why do they make children’s 
books so bloody expensive and hope to 
encourage reading from an early age? 
Always puzzled me. Curiouser and curi-
ouser.

These are dif� cult times. For everybody, 
let alone the young parents trying to keep 
the lights on while encouraging in their 
youngsters good reading habits.

Charles Dickens wrote a book called 
Hard Times. I found it in a school library 
in Iqaluit. I didn’t read it. Dickens always 
seemed too wordy for me to be able to 
quickly get into. But I’ve read about the 
book.

Dickens promoted the concept in Hard 
Times and others of his work that the 
imagination should buoy people in dif-
� culty and that their social conditions 
shouldn’t de� ne their lives.

Lofty idea, that.
Especially these 

days when libraries 
seem quieter, and 
more people seem to 
read longer works less 
and less, caught under the sweep of social 
media.

Except for a handful of government 
grants, libraries are funded mainly by way 
of municipal taxpayers. Come to think 
about it, that Public Library Operating 
Grant money is pulled from our taxes, too.

If you plan on marking the ballot entitled 
to you in the Oct. 26 municipal election, 
give some thought to library funding. And 
put the issue to candidates on the hus-
tings, should any of them knock on your 
door and offer their campaign literature.

Maybe you don’t frequent any of Oran-
geville’s public library branches because 
you’re too busy toiling to keep your lights 
on like so many of us. But you might con-
sider some of the ways our taxes have 
been used over the years and broach the 
topic with any candidate that darkens your 
door. 

How do your choices for 
council feel about libraries?

JAMES MATTHEWS
THE BUSTLE IN THE HEDGEROW
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COMMUNITY VOICES
FTP wants to make purple impossible to miss this November

This November, Family Transition Place 
(FTP) is calling on the Orangeville, Dufferin 
and Caledon communities to Shine the Light 
on Woman Abuse. 

As Ontario recognizes Woman Abuse Pre-
vention Month, FTP is inviting residents, 
businesses, organizations and community 
leaders to help make woman abuse visible 
by lighting up their homes and buildings 
with purple throughout November. 

Together, we can raise awareness, show 
support for survivors and send a powerful 
message that our community stands united 
against gender-based violence.

Last November, FTP introduced the Shine 
the Light on Woman Abuse initiative, creat-
ed by the London Abused Women’s Centre, 
encouraging residents to show their support 
for survivors by lighting their homes and 
workplaces with purple bulbs. 

This November, FTP is building on that 
momentum by inviting even more residents, 
businesses and organizations to take part. 
Purple bulbs and Shine the Light polybag 
signs are available for purchase, helping 
spread awareness and encouraging conver-
sations among friends, neighbours and the 
wider community. 

Together, we can turn our communities 
purple to show support for survivors and 
raise awareness of women’s abuse.

The purple light bulb campaign creates a 
highly visible reminder that violence against 
women happens in communities across On-
tario, including our own and that everyone 
has a role to play in preventing it. By simply 

changing an outdoor light bulb to purple, 
community members can become part of a 
collective display of awareness, support and 
solidarity.

Purple is recognized as a symbol of cour-
age, survival and honour in the movement to 
end violence against women. This initiative 
is about more than changing a light bulb — 
it’s about starting conversations and bring-
ing an important issue out of the shadows. 

Woman abuse can take many forms, in-
cluding physical, emotional, psychological, 
sexual and �nancial abuse and often hap-
pens behind closed doors.

When we shine purple, we show survi-
vors they are not alone and help spark con-
versations about healthy relationships and 
creating safer communities. Awareness can 
be the beginning of change. When we make 
the issue of woman abuse visible, we create 
endless opportunities for change, connec-
tion and action.

FTP is also continuing its participation in 
the Wrapped in Courage campaign, a prov-
ince-wide initiative led by the Ontario As-
sociation of Interval and Transition Houses 
(OAITH). Community members are encour-
aged to wear purple scarves throughout 
November as another visible way to stand 
in solidarity with survivors of gender-based 
violence.

Nov. 25 marks the International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence Against Women, 
a signi�cant day during Woman Abuse Pre-
vention Month. Throughout November, FTP 
will raise awareness and encourage com-
munity involvement through proclamations 
and �ag-raising ceremonies, reinforcing the 
importance of standing together to end vio-
lence against women.

While November provides an important 
opportunity to raise awareness, FTP empha-
sizes that support for individuals experienc-
ing violence is needed year-round.

FTP hopes residents will join the move-
ment and help make purple impossible 
to miss this November. Imagine driving 
through Orangeville, Caledon and Duffer-
in County and seeing purple lights shining 
from homes, businesses and organizations 
throughout the community. It would send a 
powerful message that we see this issue, we 
stand with those affected by it, and we are 
committed to building safer communities.

 How you can Shine the Light on Wom-
an Abuse this November

• Wear a Purple Scarf: Show your support 
for survivors by purchasing and wearing a 

Wrapped in Courage purple scarf.
• Light Up Purple: Shine a light on woman 

abuse by illuminating your home or business 
with a purple bulb throughout November.

• Start a Conversation: Talk with friends, 
family, coworkers and your community 
about woman abuse and healthy relation-
ships.

• Get Involved: Encourage your work-
place, school, business or community group 
to join the campaign.

• Nov. 25: Recognize the International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women by attending a local �ag raising or 
act of awareness.

 This November, FTP is asking the com-
munity to take one simple action: Shine the 
Light on Woman Abuse.

Together, through awareness, compassion 
and community action, we can help break 
the cycle of abuse and create a future where 
every woman feels safe, respected and em-
powered. This November, let’s make purple 
impossible to miss and show our community 
that we stand together against gender-based 
violence.

For more information about these ini-
tiatives, purchasing Wrapped in Courage 
scarves, purple light bulbs or Shine the Light 
lawn signs, or accessing services offered by 
FTP, visit familytransitionplace.ca or call 
519-942-4122, ext. 243. 

By purchasing these items, community 
members help raise awareness of woman 
abuse, show solidarity with survivors and 
support the important work of FTP.

Care Day brings health and community supports together at the Mel Lloyd Centre

Shelburne residents will have an oppor-
tunity to connect with local health and 
community services under one roof when 
a Care Day event comes to the Mel Lloyd 
Centre on Oct. 29.

The event, running from 1 to 4 p.m. in the 
centre’s New Horizons space, is being or-
ganized by the Dufferin Area Family Health 
Team in partnership with the Hills of Head-
waters Collaborative Ontario Health Team 
and Dufferin County Community Support 
Services. Held during Community Support 
Month, the event will focus on services and 
resources for seniors.

Visitors can connect with health and so-
cial service providers, access foot care, at-
tend informative presentations and partic-
ipate in activities. Light refreshments will 

also be available.
Heidi Vanderhorst, director of opera-

tions for the Dufferin Area Family Health 
Team and lead for Care Days across Duf-
ferin County, said the initiative is designed 
to make accessing support as straightfor-
ward as possible.

“The whole concept is to be barrier-free,” 
she said. “So you don’t need to register. You 
don’t need a health card. There’s nothing 
like that that’s needed at all. You can just 
walk in and access the services you need.”

Vanderhorst continued, “For instance, if 
you needed some mental health support, 
and maybe you’ve been a bit leery to reach 
out and speak to someone, if we have a 
mental health therapist that day, you can 
actually have a short session with them to 
get an idea of what it would be like. And 
then we can refer you to those services 
ongoing. That’s really the idea: we can 

support the person on the spot at that mo-
ment.”

Unlike a traditional health fair, Care 
Days allow visitors to have meaningful 
conversations with providers and, where 
available, receive support directly at the 
event. Attendees can also be connected 
with appropriate services for continued as-
sistance afterward.

Visitors can explore services inde-
pendently or ask a navigator to help them 
�nd the right providers. Private spaces are 
also available for con�dential conversa-
tions.

Organizations expected to participate in 
the Shelburne event include the Alzheimer 
Society, community paramedics, TeleCh-
eck services, a registered dietitian and an 
occupational therapist.

Care Days began in March 2025 as a col-
laboration between the Dufferin Area Fam-

ily Health Team and the Ontario Health 
Team. Since then, 41 events have support-
ed more than 500 people across Dufferin 
County and Caledon.

The events also provide an opportunity 
for residents without a primary care phy-
sician to learn about a patient portal and 
wait-list process that can help connect 
them with a local family doctor.

Vanderhorst encourages residents to 
attend, even if they are unsure which ser-
vices they need, noting that visitors can 
explore at their own pace without commit-
ting to participate.

The Care Day takes place Oct. 29 from 1 
to 4 p.m. at the Mel Lloyd Centre in Shel-
burne.

Those looking to learn more about Care 
Days and access the care provider portal 
can go to: hillsofheadwaterscollaborative.
ca/accessprimarycare

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Dufferin OPP have charged a Brampton 
resident with multiple fraud-related offenc-
es and theft following an investigation in 
Shelburne.

On Oct. 13, an individual attending a res-
idence in Shelburne to deliver parcels al-
legedly stole personal property belonging to 
the resident. The stolen property was subse-
quently used to make multiple unauthorized 
purchases at various retail locations, includ-
ing gas stations and hardware stores.

On Oct. 14, at approximately 4:40 p.m., of-
�cers from the Dufferin OPP Detachment re-
ceived information that individuals believed 

to be involved in the investigation were in 
the area of Main Street in Shelburne. 

Of�cers attended the area and located 
the suspects in a white cargo delivery van. 
A traf�c stop was conducted, and both indi-
viduals were arrested at the scene. 

As a result of the investigation, Den-
ish Ajimal, 24, from Brampton, has been 
charged with:

• Theft Under $5000
• Fraud Under $5000 (four counts)
• Use of Credit Card (four counts)
• Possession Property Obtained by Crime 

Under $5,000 - in Canada

• Driver fail to surrender licence
• Improper tires
• Drive vehicle or boat with cannabis 

readily available
The second male was released uncondi-

tionally.
The accused individual is scheduled to ap-

pear before the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Orangeville at a later date to answer to the 
charges.

The listed charges have not been proven 
in court. 

The Dufferin OPP encourages residents 
to take precautions to protect their personal 

belongings when receiving deliveries. 
“Keeping valuables, identi�cation, and �-

nancial documents secured and out of sight 
can help prevent theft and protect against 
the unauthorized use of personal informa-
tion,” said Dufferin OPP.

“When possible, monitor parcel deliveries 
and ensure personal property is kept out of 
sight and secured. If you notice suspicious 
activity or believe your property has been 
stolen, report it to police.”

To report a crime or provide information 
about a criminal investigation, contact the 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122. 

Delivery driver charged with several counts of fraud following investigation in Shelburne
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Enjoy the outdoors with an Ontario Park 
pass from the Shelburne Public Library

It is a beautiful time of 
year to explore the out-
doors, and your library 
card can help you do just 
that. 

Join the library on a 
guided hike

Join Carl, Bruce Trail 
expert and library staff, on 
a guided hike through Spli-
trock Narrows Nature Re-
serve on Saturday, Oct. 24. 
Meet in the parking lot at 
10 a.m. Although leashed 
dogs are allowed on the Bruce Trail, please 
leave your furry friends at home for this 
community hike.

Borrow a pass to discover a new (or fa-
vourite) place

Visit one of our province’s beautiful parks 
with one of our Ontario Parks passes.

Check out one of the Credit Valley Con-
servation parks. There is so much to see 
and do, and nine conservation areas to 
choose from. All you need is a pass.

The Mans� eld Outdoor Centre is one of 
our area’s best-kept secrets. This four-sea-
son destination nestled in the scenic hills of 
Mulmur offers a range of services and ac-
tivities for the outdoor enthusiast, and you 
can visit for free by borrowing a day pass 
from the library.

Looking for a pretty view but from inside? 
Borrow a pass to the Museum of Dufferin 
and take in not only the rich history from 

our area, but the beautiful 
panoramic views of the 
surrounding farmlands 
and rolling hills from the 
Silo Gallery located on the 
fourth � oor.

Looking for your next 
read?

Check out The Edge of 
Space-Time by Chanda 
Prescod-Weinstein and 
recommended by Molly.

This is Professor Wein-
stein’s second book, and 

I’ve made a mad dash for the � rst. You may 
be thinking, ‘why would I want to read a 
book that’s basically an annotated textbook 
when I’m out of school?’ 

While that thought never occurs to me, I 
can understand. The concepts of Space and 
Time are vague, massive and wholly open 
to interpretation. Because of this, Professor 
Weinstein seeks to simplify concepts previ-
ously gate-kept by academia and to amplify 
the natural intelligence and curiosity which 
resides within us all. 

She references Star Trek, Wu-Tang Clan 
and Carl Sagan among myriad references. 
She brings personal anecdotes and deep 
feelings to the table of higher learning. In 
short, she connects the dots that sometimes 
feel all over the place for most people. 

If you’ve ever wondered what else you 
might learn about yourself and the universe, 
this book is for you. And me. And all of us.

Melancthon candidates outline key priorities at Watershed Guardians forum

The Watershed Guardians of Dufferin 
County hosted a municipal election candi-
date forum at Horning’s Mills Community 
Hall on Oct. 14, giving Melancthon residents 
an opportunity to hear candidates discuss 
their priorities, particularly concerns sur-
rounding proposed quarry expansions and 
the protection of local water resources.

Mayoral candidate 
Ruth Plowright is running for mayor of 

Melancthon after living in Horning’s Mills 
for 38 years with her family. Drawing on her 
experience in business and community life, 
she wants to protect local water resourc-
es, preserve the township’s rural character 
and ensure future development is carefully 
considered. She also highlighted road safe-
ty and community amenities.

Incumbent Mayor Darren White is seek-
ing re-election after serving on Melancthon 
council since 2009 and as mayor since 
2014. His priorities include protecting ag-
ricultural land and water resources, man-
aging growth responsibly and maintaining 
the township’s infrastructure. White also 
emphasized � scal responsibility and con-
tinuing to challenge proposed aggregate 
expansions he believes could threaten local 
water supplies.

Deputy mayor
James McLean spoke about the impor-

tance of protecting water, agricultural land 
and the township’s rural character. He high-
lighted the need to work with neighbouring 
municipalities and other levels of govern-
ment to address concerns about proposed 
aggregate operations and their potential 
effects on shared water resources.

McLean was acclaimed as deputy mayor.
Councillor candidates

Bashir Ahmmed is running for councillor 
with a focus on community involvement, 
road safety and protecting local residents. 
He spoke about speeding and dangerous 
traf� c along local roads, including the need 
to address concerns around County Road 

17 and Highway 124. Ahmmed also encour-
aged residents to work together and make 
their concerns heard.

Shaen Armstrong is seeking a seat on 
council and highlighted the importance of 
responsible growth, road safety and � s-
cal responsibility. She has attended coun-
cil and committee meetings and wants to 
better understand why township boards 
and committees experience turnover. Arm-
strong said she hopes to strengthen com-
munity participation and support the vol-
unteers who help keep Melancthon active. 

Kait DeVore is running for councillor 
after moving to Melancthon with her hus-
band in 2020, where they hope to raise their 
family long-term. Her community involve-
ment includes volunteering with emergen-
cy services support, serving on a local hall 
board and acting as treasurer of her school 
council. She wants to encourage more res-
idents to participate in township decisions.

Jim Hillis is running for council after liv-
ing in the area for 45 years. He re� ected on 
how the community has changed, saying he 
believes the township has lost some of the 
neighbourly spirit and participation he re-
members from when he � rst arrived. Hillis 
hopes to help rebuild community involve-
ment and encourage more residents to take 
part.

Bryan Lemcke is seeking a seat on 
council, bringing experience from public 
works, recreation and the private sector. 
A longtime Dufferin County resident, he 
emphasized the importance of practical 
decision-making, accountability and trans-
parency in local government. He wants the 
council to draw on different backgrounds 
and perspectives to make informed deci-
sions in the best interests of residents.

Nancy Malek is running for councillor af-
ter previously serving on council from 2010 
to 2014 during the Highland Quarry dispute. 
She has been involved with community 
boards and local advocacy, and described 
herself as a water activist. Malek wants to 
protect the township’s groundwater and ag-
ricultural land while encouraging residents 

and neighbouring communities to speak up 
about proposed development.

David Miller is running for councillor af-
ter living in the community since 2001 and 
working as a local small-business owner. In 
his introduction, Miller said he wants the 
opportunity to represent residents and help 
make things better in the township. He of-
fered a brief introduction, focusing on his 
connection to the community and desire to 
serve.

Incumbent councillor Bill Neilson is 
seeking another term, emphasizing re-
sponsible � scal management, sustainable 
growth and open communication with res-
idents. He pointed to proposed expansions 

of aggregate operations as a major concern, 
warning they could affect the quality and 
quantity of surface water and groundwater. 
Neilson said protecting water is essential 
for residents, farms and future generations.

Mardi-An Ziegler is running for council-
lor after growing up in the area and work-
ing as a registered practical nurse before 
retiring. She said she wants to give back to 
the community and help protect its future. 
Her priorities include safeguarding water 
and natural resources, ensuring residents 
have a voice and approaching local chal-
lenges with facts and practical solutions.

Continued on Page 12

CANDIDATES’ CONCERNS: With the Strada quarry at the focus of the forum, election can-
didates shared their plans for how they plan to serve the community and protect its natural 
waterways in the face of the large aggregate facility looking to push below the water levels 
in the region. Each candidate agreed to oppose the quarry during their question sessions 
with members of the community.

JOSHUA DRAKES PHOTOS

Continued from Front

Behind the scenes, preparations extend 
well beyond the weeks leading up to Hal-
loween. Planning and prop construction 
take place throughout the year, while the 
physical build begins in late September.

The attraction is then dismantled and 
packed away within two weeks after the 
event concludes.

The volunteer team is also larger than 
ever, with nearly 70 volunteers expected on 
each event night. Participants include peo-
ple earning high school volunteer hours, 
Halloween enthusiasts and community 
members eager to help deliver one of Shel-
burne’s seasonal highlights.

For families looking for a gentler expe-
rience, Haunt in the Park will also host its 
daytime Mini Boo event on Saturday, Oct. 

24, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
With masks off, monsters on their best 

behaviour and most animatronics switched 
off, the daytime event allows children and 
parents to explore the attraction and ap-
preciate its detailed scenery without the 
full nighttime scares.

Mini Boo will also feature Party Safari 
with reptiles and Make It Sweet’s Sweet 
Treat Truck.

A free shuttle will run between Fid-
dle Park and the downtown Treats in the 
Streets event, helping families travel be-
tween the two Halloween destinations. The 

� rst 500 children attending Mini Boo will 
receive a treat bag alongside their candy. 

Entry is free to everyone, but donations 
are greatly appreciated, such as nonper-
ishable food products or cash for the Shel-
burne Food Bank

Currently, Haunt in the Park is still look-
ing for more volunteers to help with Hal-
loween night on Oct. 31. Go to hauntinthep-
ark.com to learn more.

With a large team, plenty of scares, and 
strong community backing, Haunt in the 
Park is set to once again scare locals for a 
good cause.

Haunt in the Park returns to Shelburne’s Fiddle Park this weekend with new scares

NOW HIRING!
SCHOOL BUS AND CHARTERED DRIVERS

PART TIME OPPORTUNITIES IN
Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand Valley,  Mono, Melancthon and Mulmur

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED
Drive a School bus and make a difference in a child’s education.

SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME
Drive with purpose and earn more.

Join our team of school bus drivers and enjoy extra pay.

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING
Attridge Transportation Inc. is providing friendly training for steady 

part-time bus drivers (and in some cases spare drivers).

Professional Experience not required.  
Vehicles are all automatic.

Attridge Transportation is an inclusive and accessible employer. We welcome a diverse range 
of candidates to apply for this position.  Including people with disabilities.  Accommodations 

are available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

Call 1-888-749-1515 or Email  jobs@attridge.com
attridge.com

Supplement 
Your Income

APPLY  TODAY!

Free Training 
Now

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
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Be FoodWise
This Fall!

The average Canadian household throws away about $125 worth 
of food per month. Most of this food waste consists of healthy 
fruits and vegetables that could have been eaten.

Be FoodWise this fall by learning how to store your produce to 
help you waste less food in your household and save more money 
in the process!

Apples
Fridge

Keep separate from 
other produce.

Cucumbers
Fridge

Crisper drawer
Store Loose

Grapes
Fridge

Store in a sealed 
container. Wash only 

when ready to eat.

Bananas
Counter

Keep away from 
other fruits & 
vegetables.

Lettuce
Fridge

Remove bands & ties. 
Store sealed container,

lined with a damp towel.

Potatoes
Cupboard/Pantry

Store loose or in a 
mesh bag separate 

from onions.

Looking for more examples of how to store 
your produce? 

Download the Produce Storage Guide! Visit 
dufferincounty.ca/waste or scan the QR code 
for a copy!

The Plan to Save, Reduce Food Waste 
campaign can help households waste less 
food, save more money, and eat healthier in 
the process.Check out the campaign on our 
website to learn more!

519.941.2816 ext.2620 | du�erinwaste@du�erincounty.ca

Headwaters Health Care Foundation raises $40,000 during Hike to Fight Cancer

The Headwaters Health Care Founda-
tion’s Hike to Fight Cancer was a clear 
success, as the organization reports raising 
$40,000 in support of local cancer care.

The third annual Hike to Fight Cancer 
was held on Oct. 8 at the Caledon Ski Lodge. 
The location served as a scenic backdrop as 
over 150 participants took the trails to hike 
in support of cancer patients, to honour 
loved ones and celebrate survivors.

The foundation recognized the largest 

individual fundraiser, Karen Webster, who 
raised $1,157. They also recognized the larg-
est group fundraiser, Direct Plastic, who 
raised a collective $3,151.

The organization extended its thanks to 
participants and partners who made the day 
possible.

“The Headwaters Health Care Founda-
tion extends its heartfelt thanks to the event 
sponsors, prize donors, volunteers, partici-
pants, and supporters whose generosity and 
enthusiasm helped make this year’s hike 
such a tremendous success,” the foundation 
said in a statement. 

“Thank you to everyone who hiked, do-
nated, volunteered, sponsored, and cheered 
us on. Together, you are helping make a dif-
ference for patients and families facing can-
cer in our community. We can’t wait to see 
you on the trail again next year.”

This year’s hike differed from previous 
ones, as feedback requested some easier 
routes for more accessible activities, which 
seems to have resonated with attendees, as 
evidenced by the strong turnout and partic-
ipation.

Following the hike, participants were 
welcomed back inside the ski lounge for 

refreshments. A lasagna dinner prepared 
in-house by the lodge was followed by in-
teractive activities and games, including a 
silent auction, raf� e and pumpkin weighing 
contest.

With $40,000 raised from this year’s hike, 
the Headwaters Health Care Foundation is 
already looking forward to next year and 
what new opportunities for fundraising 
could bring.

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

519-941-8254

www.fixauto.com

NEED A

GIVE US A CALL

FIND US ONLINE

199 C-Line, Orangeville
(Across from the local OPP station)

BODY SHOP?

Dufferin Oaks Family Council hosts information session for residents’ families

The Dufferin Oaks Family Council is 
working to help families better understand 
the services available to their loved ones 
through a two-day information session de-
signed to connect them with staff, commu-
nity organizations and support services.

The sessions will take place on Nov. 6 
and 7 from 2 to 4 p.m. and brings together 
a range of organizations and service pro-
viders. Attendees can ask questions, meet 
department representatives and learn 
more about the resources available at the 
long-term care home.

Dennis Cox, co-chair of the Family 
Council, said the idea grew out of conver-
sations with council members who discov-
ered they were unaware of some of the ser-
vices and activities available to residents.

“There was a number of questions from 
the family council members,” he said. 
“They didn’t know this, they didn’t know 
they had that. Many people didn’t know 

that certain services were available. We re-
alized that maybe we should do something 
to help that.”

Although families receive an informa-
tion guide when a loved one moves into 
Dufferin Oaks, Cox said the stress and un-
certainty surrounding that transition can 
make it dif� cult to absorb everything at 
once.

The council decided an in-person infor-
mation session would give families anoth-
er opportunity to learn about the home 
and speak directly with management and 
service providers.

The Family Council consists of approx-
imately 14 members, with about � ve ac-
tively involved in organizing its initiatives. 
Its members are relatives of residents who 
work together to advocate for their loved 
ones, raise concerns with management 
and help identify potential improvements.

The council meets monthly, primarily 
through Zoom, and maintains a coopera-
tive relationship with the home’s manage-
ment team.

Cox said the council also provides a 
point of contact for families who have 
questions or are unsure how to navigate 
life at the home. He noted that residents 
on different � oors have different needs, 
making it important for the council to hear 
from a broad range of families.

“If there’s family members that are not 
quite sure what to do or what’s going on, 
they can talk to us anytime… We’re there 
to speak to them too.”

The information session is intended to 
highlight the services and activities avail-
able to residents, including supports that 
families may not immediately realize are 
offered. Cox said the home provides a va-
riety of programs and activities, including 
regular concerts and social opportunities.

Organizing the event began earlier this 
year, with planning meetings starting last 
winter.

Cox said community agencies and ser-
vice providers have been receptive to par-
ticipating, with several expressing interest 
after an earlier open house. 

Some participating organizations in-
clude the Alzheimer’s Association, the On-
tario Caregivers Association and the Fam-
ily Councils of Ontario.

The council hopes to make the informa-
tion session an annual event, recognizing 
that building awareness and attendance 
may take time.

Beyond the event, the Family Council 
continues to work with Dufferin Oaks on 
resident advocacy and quality improve-
ment. Cox represents the council on the 
home’s Quality Improvement Council, 
where department heads review opera-
tions and identify areas for improvement.

The Family Council is also welcoming 
new members.

Cox said greater awareness of the 
home’s services can help families make 
more informed decisions and better sup-
port their loved ones.

To learn more about the information 
session or join the Dufferin Oaks Family 
Council, contact Dufferin Oaks at: 519-
925-2140

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

HIKING FOR HEALTHCARE: The Hike to Fight Cancer, put on by 
the Headwaters Health Care Foundation, brought out 150 hikers 
to the Caledon Ski Resort to take to the trails in support of can-
cer patients in the community. The fundraiser was very success-
ful, collecting $40,000 throughout the campaign. The foundation 
thanked all those who participated in the hike and those who 
helped raise money. Funds raised will support cancer care at the 
Headwaters Health Care Centre.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
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SHELBURNE

MUSKIES
ERIN

OUTLAWS
CENTRE DUFFERIN
RECREATION COMPLEX
200 Fiddle Park Ln, Shelburne

OCTOBER 24 
8:00 P.M.

ADULTS 19+ 

$10
18 & UNDER

$5

2026 GAME
SCHEDULE

shelburnemuskies.ca
Stay up-to-date on our season at:

KIDS 5 
& UNDER 

FREE

165 C-Line, Orangeville
519-415-2428

Queen 
$399

ROLLED UP & 
READY TO GO!

Breeze Cool Max
• 800 Quantum Edge Pocket Coil
• Single $349 
• Double $369
• King $599

50% OFF 
STOREWIDE

MADE IN CANADA

Have an idea for a sports story?
Did your team win the championships?

We’d love to hear from you!
Email us at: sam@lpcmedia.ca 

with all of the details.

Medical student with roots in Dufferin County takes on Ironman world record

At 21, Thomas Baldauf has already trav-
elled across the world, pursued a career in 
medicine and taken on one of endurance 
sports’ most demanding challenges. Now, 
the former Mono resident is preparing for 
the � nal race in his attempt to become the 
youngest male to complete a full Ironman 
triathlon on six continents. 

Baldauf, currently in his fourth year of 
medical school at the Royal College of Sur-
geons in Dublin, Ireland, will travel to San 
Juan, Argentina, for an Ironman triathlon 
on Nov. 1. The event will mark the sixth and 
� nal stop in a year-long journey that has tak-
en him to Malaysia, South Africa, Australia, 
Canada and Estonia.

Although he has lived in several countries, 
including the United States and Ireland, the 
Headwaters area remains an important part 
of his story.

“I’ve lived in Austria, I’ve lived in Canada, 
I’ve lived in Florida… and now I am over-

seas in Ireland,” he said. “My dad bought a 
house in Mono on Third Line quite a while 
ago, and then we’d use that as a vacation 
home for a large part of our life. I really like 
the rural aspect of it. It’s nice to have a place 
like Mono, a bit more peaceful.”

Baldauf spent parts of his childhood in 
Mono, attending school in Orangeville be-
fore studying at Robert F. Hall Catholic 
Secondary School and playing basketball at 
Orangeville Prep. His family’s property on 
Third Line, next to his grandfather’s farm, 
provided a connection to the area that has 
stayed with him despite years of moving 
around.

His athletic background began with bas-
ketball, but his path toward endurance rac-
ing was far from conventional. After leav-
ing Orangeville Prep, he gravitated toward 
weightlifting and bodybuilding rather than 
long-distance running.

That changed during his second year of 
medical school. While studying for � nal ex-
ams late one night, Baldauf came across a 
motivational video that challenged him to 

pursue something with no guarantee of suc-
cess. Inspired by the idea of testing his lim-
its, he decided to try a triathlon.

“[The video] said that people who are 
strong and are willing to challenge them-
selves are going to do things that they’re not 
always sure about… where there’s no guar-
antee at all that you are going to succeed. 
I kind of just decided I really needed to do 
something different. It was sort of an im-
pulse decision,” Baldauf said.

The next day, he attempted his � rst � ve-ki-
lometre run on a treadmill in basketball 
shoes, despite having done little cardiovas-
cular training. Within months, he had reg-
istered for a half-Ironman event in Estonia, 
which he completed after approximately 
three months of preparation.

His ambitions grew quickly. After travel-
ling to Malaysia with his brother, who was 
also pursuing a six-continent Ironman re-
cord, Baldauf decided to attempt the full 
distance himself. He completed his � rst 
Ironman in Langkawi, Malaysia, after just 
two months of training, discovering both the 
physical demands of the sport and his own 
capacity to persevere.

The record attempt followed as a way 
to build on that experience and challenge 
himself further. A full Ironman consists of 
a 3.8-kilometre swim, a 180-kilometre bike 
ride and a 42.2-kilometre marathon.

Each race has brought different lessons. 
In South Africa, he improved his time by an 
hour, while his race in Australia tested him 
with mechanical problems and cramping. 
His return to Canada for Ironman Ottawa 
proved a breakthrough, where he � nished 
in less than 13 hours and improved his pre-
vious best by approximately an hour and 
a half. Estonia, only 20 days later, brought 
freezing temperatures, heavy rain and an-
other test of his determination.

Throughout it all, Baldauf has had to 
manage the demands of medical school. He 
structures his days around classes, studying 
and training, sometimes reviewing � ash-
cards while cycling. The schedule requires 
sacri� ces, particularly on weekends, when 
long training sessions compete with study 
time and social commitments.

For Baldauf, the experience has rein-
forced the importance of discipline, adapt-
ability and recognizing that dif� cult goals 
can be more achievable than they initially 
appear.

Once the � nal � nish line is behind him, he 
hopes to focus on getting through medical 
school while continuing to develop as a tri-
athlete.

Whatever comes next, the journey from 
Mono to six continents has already re-
shaped his understanding of what he can 
accomplish.

Written By CHRIS PERROTTE

The Shelburne Muskies played against 
the Lucknow Lancers in their home open-
er at the Centre Dufferin Recreation Com-
plex (CDRC) on Saturday, Oct. 17.

The Ontario Elite Hockey League season 
is underway, and the Muskies started their 
season 0-2 on the road against the Durham 
Thundercats and Ripley Wolves. With loss-
es to start the season, the Muskies were 
looking to turn their fortunes around for 
their � rst home game.

“There’s a lot of new guys in the [lock-
er] room, and I think we are all trying to 
gel together. Obviously, we’re trying to get 
our legs back. Hopefully we can get back 
into the win column tonight. It’s a winna-
ble game. The last two games we played 
were against the top two teams, so it was 
a little bit tougher,” said Daniel Tonon, the 
backup goalie for the Muskies, ahead of 
Saturday’s game.

There was excitement in the air as fans 
came out to the CDRC to support their 
Shelburne team. During the game, a group 
of young boys could be heard cheering, 
banging on the glass, showing support for 
the Muskies. One of those boys was Colton 
Lein, who was glad to see the Muskies play.

“It’s very nice to see them playing again. 
I kind of miss not watching them over the 
summer. I’m very excited. It seems like 
this is going to be a very good game,” said 
Lein. 

Jennifer Tupling, an aunt to number sev-
en Aaron McGuirk of the Muskies, is also 
happy to see the team back at home and to 
see the crowd support.

“I think it’s great that Shelburne comes 
out and supports their home team and it’s 
going to be an amazing year,” said Tupling. 

She adds that the Muskies are very im-
portant to the Shelburne community as 

they bring community spirit and everyone 
together — something the community can 
do on a Friday and Saturday night, watch-
ing their team.

“We love our home fans and everybody 
that comes out and supports the team so 
it’s always exciting to play,” said Tonon.

From the team’s perspective, according 
to Tonon, they can expect a certain brand 
of hockey from the Muskies.

“Very physical hockey. We are a very 
physical team and [play] fun, exciting 
hockey,” he said. 

After a physical � rst period, the Muskies 
were down 2-0, however, during the sec-
ond period, they stormed back to tie the 
game with goals from Lucas Drobczyk and 
Tayden Hannivan. 

The Lancers retook the lead with 36 sec-
onds left in period two with a goal from 
Chase Chapman and scored two more un-
answered goals in the third period to se-
cure a 5-2 victory. 

The loss puts Shelburne’s record at 0-3-0 
to start the season. Captain of the Muskies 
and centre Corey Allen shares what their 
team needs to do to get into the win col-
umn. 

“We have to control our emotions. Not 
get too high. Not get too low. Try to play 
within the system that our Coach [Ryan] 
Harnett has been teaching us and stick to 
that structure,” Allen explained.

He went on to share what he felt this 
team means to the community.

“I go back to my days of youth, having 
a senior team in town, I think for some of 
the kids they view that as their � rst pro 
experience. To them, we’re a pro team. 
They don’t understand that we are senior 
hockey; we’re not the NHL,” said Allen. “I 
think for some of them, it’s a chance for 
us to be their � rst heroes. They grow and 
strive to want to be something, and then 

they realize the NHL is there. It’s great to 
wear that feeling in the community. I hope 
it’s something that draws the community 
to do something as well and gives them 
something to do.”

Check out the Muskies website: 

shelburnemuskies.ca for details on up-
coming games. 

Their next game is at home on Saturday, 
Oct. 24, at the CDRC versus the Erin Out-
laws. 

The game starts at 8 p.m.

Written By CHRIS PERROTTE

Shelburne Muskies play � rst home game against Lucknow Lancers

FACE OFF: Getting ready to take the face-o�  in his end zone is Muskies Captain Corey 
Allen (#77) during the team’s home opener at the Centre Du� erin Recreation Complex on 
Saturday, Oct. 17.

CHRIS PERROTTE PHOTO

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Team: CENTRE DUFFERIN 
DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
VARSITY SOCCER TEAM
Position: MIDFIELDER

ATHLETEOF THE
WEEK

800 OJIBWAY ROAD, SHELBURNE  •  LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

JARED MARSHALL
“I like the community, the people, it’s a fun 
sport to play and it gets my mind off 
things,” said Centre Dufferin District High 
School Royals defenceman, Jared 
Marshall, of why he likes playing hockey.
Playing the game since the Mite level, 
Jared brings a lot of experience to 
his team.
Jared is a well rounded athlete.
When he’s not on the ice, he plays high 
school rugby, and baseball with the 
Mansfield Junior Cubs during the summer.

Team: CENTRE 
DUFFERIN DISTRICT 
HIGH SCHOOL ROYALS 
BOYS HOCKEY
position: DEFENCE

ATHLETE OF THE
WEEK

800 Ojibway Road, Shelburne, L9V 3X9

We will remember them
800 OJIBWAY ROAD, SHELBURNE  •   LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

i’m lovin’ it

MARCUS TULK
Marcus currently plays for the Centre Dufferin 
District High School Royals Varsity Soccer Team. 
He plays the striker position for his team.

“I love being part of a team and the travel,” he 
said. “It’s my passion”

The only sport Marcus is interested in and is 
focused on is soccer. During the summer he 
played rep soccer for the U14 Shelburne Thunder 
Soccer Team as striker and occasionally goalie.

Team: CENTRE DUFFERIN 

ATHLETE
MARCUS TULK
Marcus currently plays for the Centre Dufferin 
District High School Royals Varsity Soccer Team. 
He plays the striker position for his team.

“I love being part of a team and the travel,” he 
said. “It’s my passion”

The only sport Marcus is interested in and is 
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Arts    Entertainment&LOCAL COMMUNITY EVENTS

Ebony is a 10 month old kitten who is 
sweet and spunky. She loves to play, 
adventure and get lots of pets. Ebony is 
looking for a loving family to become 
her forever home.
She is spayed, vaccinated, dewormed, 
� ea treated and microchipped. 
Adoption is $300
Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Ebony

adopt
a cat

Theatre Orangeville double bill delivers two compelling acts: review

Theatre Orangeville tried something new, 
and it worked. 

Theatre Orangeville has just kicked off its 
‘Season of Discovery’ this fall, and has pre-
pared a lineup of unique, diverse, Canadian 
productions.

The � rst up at Theatre Orangeville was a 
unique experience that the theatre has not 
tried before — a double bill. A double bill is 
a pair of one-act plays that run back-to-back 
in a slot that would � t a two-act play — pro-
ductions that are well known in Orangeville.

But this time, artistic director Jennifer 
Stewart wanted to do something different, 
to show how Theatre Orangeville is thinking 
outside the box and looking for new ways 
to engage guests and platform Canadian tal-
ent.

Love is for Poor People and Or You Can 
Do Nothing are two one-act, one-actor pro-
ductions crafted by Canadian playwright 
Stewart Lemoine. Both productions lean 
heavily into monologues, as they follow the 
main and only characters looking back on 
their lives, re� ecting on choices, paths tak-
en and people they’ve met. 

Love is for Poor People follows a wom-
an only known as ‘her’ as she dubiously 
recounts lovers and suitors that she’s met 
throughout her life, and the chaotic tornado 
her life has been. Being an enjoyer of � ner 
tastes, the best money can buy, and partic-
ularly rich suitors, she recounts a particu-
larly passionate romance while travelling 
abroad. Through multiple glasses of cham-
pagne, she recounts how it broke all her 
previous rules and tastes and has stayed 
with her throughout her life.

Emma Grabinsky brought a calm but 
� erce presence to the character on stage, 
making for an iconic performance that is 
guaranteed to leave an impact. The charac-
ter is erratic, unpredictable and keeps you 
guessing about what could possibly come 
next, and Grabinsky latched on strongly 
to that aspect, while also being able to dis-
play a person behind that persona, one that 

might be lonely, longing for a connection 
that was not to be.

The story also required the sole actor on 
stage to be able to think on their feet, which 
Grabinsky did with comedic effect, stop-
ping mid-monologue to say “bless you” to an 
audience member when they sneezed, like a 
friend would excuse another at a party. 

The story could jump from fast-paced to 
slow, taking up the entire stage to just one 
microphone and a spotlight, and the audi-
ence was hooked through the whole thing. 
Excellent use of props, stage design and 
movement kept up this illusion that despite 
there only being one person on stage, the 
stage felt busy — densely populated, even. 

For Or You Can Do Nothing, the similar-
ities and differences between the two pro-
ductions were on full display. 

Unlike Love is for Poor People, which is 
a re� ection on life through the lens of the 
main character and driven by their experi-
ences, Or You Can Do Nothing is different, 
instead choosing to showcase a re� ection 
of life not through the main character, but 
through their interactions with others and 
how these strangers perceive and interact 
with him.

Enter Owen Fyfe, a man with an unusual-
ly large home and an ability to recognize po-
tential in people who may not see it in them-
selves. Fyfe isn’t necessarily a rich man; his 
large house is the product of an inheritance 
his mother received during their many trav-
els in his youth.

What he does have in abundance is empa-
thy, understanding, a skill for seeing poten-
tial. Throughout his story, he recounts meet-
ing a collection of very different people with 
different skills, dreams and problems. He 
offers them a choice - do something about it 
and stay with him for a time, or do nothing.

As new characters continue to pour into 
the house, from a woman questioning her 
divorce, a young musician, a famous vocal-
ist, and more, Fyfe not only learns about 
the people that stay with him, but he learns 
more about himself at the same time.

Actor Ron Pederson delivered a mas-
terclass in his portrayal of Owen Fyfe. A 

longtime fan of Stewart Lemoine, Pederson 
dominated the stage from the � rst line to the 
last.

He brought a dynamic character to life, 
capturing unique vocal patterns, body lan-
guage and facial expressions, which had au-
dience members completely immersed. His 
welcoming and humorous disposition was 
disarming even for the audience, even when 
he was only talking to other characters on 
stage, which he did through Fyfe making im-
pressions of the other characters.

His performance, like Grabinsky’s, did 
such a powerful job of breathing life into 
characters we’ve never seen or met; one 
could have assumed there were at least 4 
people on stage during the play and forget 
this was a one-man show.

Once again, the set design was simple, 

practical, yet iconic, each item serving a 
purpose without causing clutter or becom-
ing an obstacle. Pederson made excellent 
use of the stage, making every corner, every 
spot, come to life.

Putting both plays together, Theatre Or-
angeville took a risk that could’ve fallen � at. 
Two plays, a new format, one actor for each 
is a gamble that needs all pieces to deliver to 
have a successful night, and artistic director 
Jennifer Stewart made all the right moves. 
The double bill was a fun, captivating and 
memorable kickoff to another season of lo-
cal theatre in Orangeville.

Love is For Poor People and Or You Can 
Do Nothing shows continue at Theatre Or-
angeville until Nov. 1. Tickets can be found 
online at theatreorangeville.ca/show/love-
is-for-poor-people-or-you-can-do-nothing.

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Well-Comm Network’s Fall Wellness
Expo to take over Monora Park Pavilion

Following the success of its spring 
event, the Well-Comm Network (WCN) is 
returning to Monora Park Pavilion with an 
expanded Fall Wellness Expo on Wednes-
day, Oct. 28, from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The expo has grown signi� cantly since 
May and will now � ll both levels of the pa-
vilion, bringing together 46 vendors and 
a full day of 32 wellness experiences to 
choose from.

Guests will have the opportunity to meet 
local wellness professionals, discover 
products and services, attend educational 
workshops, classes and activities, partici-
pate in guided practices and explore new 
approaches to supporting their well-being.

The expanded Expo will feature six dis-
tinct areas throughout the pavilion: the 
Vendor Village, Inner Sanctuary, Nourished 
Kitchen, Workshop Haven, Longevity Stu-
dio & Vendors, and Connecting in Nature.

Each area offers a different way to ex-
perience wellness. Attendees can browse 
products and services, take part in inti-
mate guided sessions, watch practical food 
and nutrition demonstrations, attend edu-
cational workshops, explore healthy aging 
and functional movement, and participate 
in outdoor experiences.

“We were so encouraged by the commu-
nity’s response to our � rst Expo in May,” 
said Deborah Kolody, founder of WCN and 
the WCN Wellness Expos. “This fall, we 
are expanding into the entire pavilion so 

we can offer even more opportunities for 
people to learn, participate and connect 
with the wellness support available in our 
area.”

The event is designed to be welcoming 
and approachable, whether someone is 
already familiar with holistic wellness or 
simply curious about what is available. 
Guests are welcome to spend the entire 
day at the Expo or visit for a few hours.

Admission is $10 and includes a $10 ven-
dor coupon to spend with the vendor of 
their choice. Admission also includes ac-
cess to the scheduled workshops, classes, 
activities and experiences. Each session is 
available on a � rst come basis.

Expo passes can be purchased in ad-
vance or at the door. Advance purchasers 
can enjoy added bonuses, gifted by expo 
vendors as well as a multitude of door priz-
es.

The of� cial Fall Expo Event Guide is 
included inside the free fall issue of The 
Unfolding Wellness eMagazine. 

The guide provides attendees with in-
formation about the Expo vendors, sched-
uled experiences and everything they can 
explore throughout the day.

The Well-Comm Network is a local, not-
for-pro� t community that connects well-
ness seekers with wellness professionals 
through networking events, workshops, 
expos, an online wellness directory and 
The Unfolding Wellness eMagazine

BATTERIES DEAD?
RECYCLE INSTEAD!

Single-use alkaline & rechargeable batteries are collected curbside twice 
a year, during the week following the time change. Scan the QR code or 

visit our website to follow instructions for proper recycling!

TO COINCIDE WITH DAYLIGHT SAVINGS!   
Change your clocks. Change your smoke alarm batteries. Then...

519.941.2816 ext. 2620 ∙ du�erincounty.ca/waste  ∙ du�erinwaste@du�erincounty.ca

Brought to you by:

SPECIAL CURBSIDE COLLECTION

November 2 - 5, 2026
place battery bag on top of your Green Bin or beside your Garbage 

on your regular collection day.

NO loose batteries in the Blue Cart, Green Bin or Garbage.

If you miss the collection date, or do not receive curbside collection, visit our website 
for a battery recycling location near you.

Use any clear resealable bag or pick up a battery bag from a participating location. 
Visit du�erincounty.ca/waste to �nd a list of locations near you.

DOUBLE BILL: Lining up two plays back-to-back from Canadian playwright Stewart Lem-
oine, Love is for Poor People and Or You Can Do Nothing were both masterclass perfor-
mances from Theatre Orangeville. With only one actor per play portraying a singular char-
acter, each production remained captivating and engaging for audience members as each 
character refl ects on their lives in diff erent ways.

BOB SMITHSON PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTO
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CLASSIFIEDS
519.925.2832 • Fax: 519-925-5500 • email@shelburnefreepress.ca

Email, or call us for pricing. Classifi ed cut-off time is 12 pm Tuesday

OCT 30TH - Estate Firearms Auction
NOV 23RD-28TH - Straight Shooter Sale
DEC 11TH - Antiques, Collectibles & Quality Household Items
DEC 18TH - Currency / Art / Jewelry Auction 
JAN 15TH - Toys, Comics, Advertising, & Sport Memorabilia
JAN 29TH - Tool & Equipment Sale

THE TURKEY IS GONE. THE LEFTOVERS ARE QUESTIONABLE.  
THE AUCTIONS ARE GREAT.

VISIT WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM 

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime — Or stop in for a warm mug of Apple Cider!
Call: 519-288-2228 • Text ONLY: 519-938-1315 • Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com 

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)
Our upcoming auctions may cause excessive browsing,

irresistible �nds and the occasional “Honey, look what I bought!” 

AUCTIONS

PLEASE 
RECYCLE

THIS NEWSPAPER!
Together we can make a difference

ARTICLES WANTED

BUYING VINYL RECORDS - STEREO – 45’s - Cash 
for antiques and collectibles-stamp-coins. Call James at 416-
569-9976.  

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY WORKS!

Call Debbie at 519-925-2832 to book your ad

WANTED

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up Available

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

VEHICLES WANTED

SCRAP CAR DISPOSAL – CASH PAID for Cars, Trucks, 
Vans – Big or Small. Call Joe at 647-294-2796.

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES & REPAIRS

HANDYMAN SERVICES - Providing an extra pair of help-
ing hands in the Orangeville area. No job too big or too small. 
One man and a truck services along with residential seasonal 
lawn maintenance also available. All jobs welcome. $25/hr. 
Call 519-447-7550.

Shelburne Free Press O�ce, 109 Adeline Street, Shelburne

NO FRILLS, 101 2nd Line RR 1, Shelburne (by the mailboxes)

First Ave West (by train tracks/ new condo mailboxes)

Royal LePage RCR Realty, 126 Main Street East, Shelburne

Hornings Mills (by the Community Centre)

Dean Road, Mulmur (by news boxes)

Shelburne Canadian Legion (front entrance on 2nd Ave.) 

Superburger, 506269 ON-89, Shelburne (Corner of Hwy 89 and 10)

Town Hall, 203 Main St E, Shelburne (inside Town Hall)

Trillium Ford, 506168 ON-89, Mono

CDRC, 200 Fiddle Park Lane, Shelburne (Box inside lobby)

Foodland, 824 Ojibway Rd, Shelburne

Caravaggio, 128 Main St E, Shelburne

Autocare Plus, 710C Industrial Rd, Shelburne

Roys Service, 635202 ON-10, Mono

Dynes Senior Building, 301 First Ave E, Shelburne

Town Milk & Variety, 516 Main St E, Shelburne (near New Orleans Pizza)

NOT RECEIVING THE  
SHELBURNE FREE PRESS?

Interested in staying up to date with local news, 
community events, sports and more?

Pick up a copy of the newspaper at one of these following locations.

PREFER TO HAVE THE NEWSPAPER DELIVERED TO YOUR FRONT DOOR?
Call 519-925-2832 and subscribe to the newspaper by mail for FREE*  

(*postage fees must be paid for by individual)

Herd Dispersal Live Auction Sale 
of 135 Bred Cows/Heifers

Saturday November 21, 11:00am
to be held at 554447 Mono-Amaranth TLine, Mono, ON

Preview on day of sale, or by appointment
  Directions: Go west through Orangeville on Hwy 9 to County Rd 16 

(Veterans Way at Greenwood Cemetery), turn north 5 miles to farm on East side. OR  From Shelburne 
go east on Hwy 89 for 2 miles to Mono-Amaranth Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.

Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.
 

Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264    Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083
Email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing & photos

Cattle: (79 )Heifers: (18) Char, (17) Blk Simm, (33) Angus, (11) Red  -1st time calvers, bred Angus & Limo, vacc.   
(18) X-bred Heifers  - bred Black Angus, vacc. (17) Angus Heifers - bred Black Angus. (10) Blk Angus cows 
- all bred Black Angus, vacc. (8) Charolais Cows - bred Charolais, vacc. (3) Mixed Cows - with calf at side, 
vacc. All Cows will be preg checked prior to sale.
Lunch Booth       Washroom Available
Terms & Conditions: Cash or cheque with proper I.D. on day of sale. Owner & Auctioneer will not be 
responsible for any accidents or loss on day of sale. All announcements on day of sale will take precedence 
over printed ads.

HOME SERVICES
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Call Debbie at 519-925-2832 for more information.

We are currently seeking 

NEWSPAPER CARRIERS
We are currently seeking 

ROUTES AVAILABLE TO 
DELIVER WEEKLY NEWSPAPER IN SHELBURNE!

CALLING
ALL KIDS!

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

FURNISHED ROOM for rent in Country Home on 10 
acres, shared kitchen. $160 per week. References required, 
gentleman preferred. Call Donna at 647-209-6447 or John 
at 647-206-5930.

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

519.925.2832

CALL DEBBIE FOR MORE DETAILS.

FreePressShelburne

LIVE AUCTION SALE
Of Case 580 Backhoe, 4 Tractors, Machinery, Scrap, Tools, Misc., 

Etc. For David Slater
Located: Go West of Shelburne on Hwy#89 to Conn, turn South on Welling. Cty.Rd.#14,go apx

.8kms. to Line #8,turn East,2nd farm on right. FIRE #8083

On Saturday, October 31st at 10:00 am 
Notes: Owners retiring, as FARM IS SOLD! 2 Sale Rings.TERMS: Cash sale day, cheques with ID only, 
e-transfer. NO BP. Everything Sells “AS IS” only! Owners or Auctioneers not responsible for accidents, 
injury, deletions or loss of property sale day.Verbal announcements take precedence over written material.
Check www.theauctionadvertiser.com/DMcPhee for photos.
AUCTIONEERS: JOHN D. & DAVID MCPHEE Mount Forest (519) 323-4058 or 519-314-2000                               
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Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

519-925-6700 X102 
CELL: 519-938-6518 

FAX: 519-925-6800
cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

WWW.CAROLFREEMAN.CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

211 Main St. E. 
Shelburne, ON

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group   
FSRA #13717   Independently Owned and Operated

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

GARAGE DOOR
EXPERTS

GARAGE DOORS

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865 
www.allmontdoors.com

Visit our showroom at 
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

Every detail guaranteed.

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865 • www.allmontdoors.com
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

GARAGE DOORS
GARAGE DOOR

EXPERTS

GARAGE DOORS

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865 
www.allmontdoors.com

Visit our showroom at 
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

Every detail guaranteed.

Broken Spring

Broken Cable

ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

Shelburne
CHURCH 

DIRECTORY
BETHEL BIBLE CHAPEL
419 Main Street East, Shelburne
   Sunday Services – 9:45am Lord’s Supper
   10:45am Family Bible Hour, Sunday School

Chapel 519-925-3910 or 519-278-0066
www.bethelshelburne.com – All Welcome!!

ABIDING PLACE
FELLOWSHIP

www.abidingplace.ca
519-925-3651

SUNDAY SERVICE 
10:00AM

Come and be Blessed

Mel-Lloyd Centre, Entrance “F” Door, 

167 Centre St, Shelburne
Pastor; Rev. Gord Horsley

TRINITY 
PRIMROSE 

UNITED CHURCH
200 Owen Sound Street, Shelburne

Sunday Service at 11a.m.
Children’s ministry and childcare provided

Rev. Les Hills

PRIMROSE 
UNITED CHURCH

486281 30th Sideroad, Mono
Worshipping at Trinity Primrose United Church

O�  ce: 519 925 0905
email: communications@shelburneprimrose.com

www shelburneprimrose.com

A L L  W E L C O M EA L L  W E L C O M E

A FAMILY CHURCH
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE

Pastor Gavin Sullivan
226-200-0843

764213 8th Line
Melancthon, Ontario

10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church Available

LINKS:

26_LEN_UCS_454FURN_CGC_US_B_N.PSD 
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THIS NEWSPAPER!

Together we can make a difference

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS 
NEWSPAPER!

Continued from Page 6

Candidates respond to quarry concerns
Following candidate introductions, the 

forum switched gears and moved to a 
question period. Candidates were asked 
questions primarily concerned with the 
Strada Aggregate Quarry that threatens 
the water supply for municipalities in the 
region.

The � rst question was straightforward. 
For each candidate, what have they done 
in the last two years to oppose the Strada 
quarry?

Acclaimed Deputy Mayor McLean out-
lined steps taken by council, including 
hiring independent peer reviewers to 
scrutinize Strada’s studies on air qual-
ity, dust, traf� c and hydrology, as well 
as retaining additional legal counsel. He 
also described meetings with community 
groups and political representatives, and 
a recent meeting with Six Nations repre-
sentatives to raise awareness of the pro-
posed quarry.

“Strada has to conduct various studies 
into air quality, dust, traf� c, hydrology,” 
McLean said. “They hire experts to do 
all these studies. We hire our own, what 
we call peer reviewers, to review those 
studies and to vet them. And those peer 
review studies are coming in all the time, 

and they’re � nding some very real con-
cerns with the way Strada studies have 
been conducted.”

“We’ve also hired additional legal coun-
sel. Some of the brightest minds in our 
province, who have been up against quar-
ries in other parts of the region, are now 
on our team and are working closely with 
us,” he added.

Incumbent council candidate Neilson 
traced his opposition to concerns raised 
at his � rst council meeting, when he ques-
tioned Strada’s compliance report and 
water sampling results. He also described 
reviewing monitoring plans, visiting the 
Milton Quarry to compare its operations 
with Strada’s proposal, and joining dele-
gations to neighbouring municipalities to 
raise concerns about water protection.

“This began for me back at my very � rst 
council meeting back on April 7, 2022,” he 
said. “In 2025, I visited the Milton Quarry. 
I wanted to see how a quarry actually op-
erated, and this was a below-the-water-ta-
ble quarry as well. Very good learning ex-
perience. We visited with the Six Nations 
there two weeks ago as well to get the 
word out, and they were very receptive to 
what we had to say.”

Council candidate Malek described 
years of advocacy against the quarry, in-
cluding sharing peer-review � ndings with 

media outlets and provincial and federal 
ministers. She said her work with local ad-
vocates helped bring the issue to the fed-
eral Department of Fisheries and Oceans, 
which contacted Strada to request peer 
reviews and test results.

“I have been working on this for years,” 
Malek said. “Those of you who know me, 
I talk about this constantly. I and Kyle 
Seeback have been directed to the federal 
government for this, and the Minister of 
Fisheries, Joanne Thompson, hooked me 
up with the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, a federal agency, and they have 
approached Strada and have asked for 
their peer reviews and their test results. 
We deserve fresh water. We deserve not to 
have our wells destroyed.”

Council candidate Armstrong said she 
attended public meetings to hear differ-
ent perspectives, then visited the Milton 
Quarry to better understand its opera-
tions and compare its practices with what 
was being proposed for Melancthon. She 
said the visit highlighted potential risks 
and gaps, prompting her to write multiple 
letters opposing the proposal. She also re-

viewed reports and continued attending 
council meetings to stay informed.

“I live by the mantra ‘listening is learn-
ing’, so the � rst thing I did was attend as 
many meetings as I could,” she said. 

“I was one of the few people that actu-
ally signed up to go see the Milton Quar-
ry. I’m glad I did because I learned things, 
and I learned what wasn’t being done here 
that was being done there, and the risks 
are a lot higher up here. I took that infor-
mation, and I wrote letters. And I didn’t 
just write one letter; I wrote several let-
ters.”

With the municipal election right around 
the corner, the Strada quarry looms over 
the election and community, with all can-
didates, both incumbent and new, vowing 
to continue � ghting it regardless of the 
election results.

All have plans to see the � ght won, but 
not everyone has the same path to � ght 
back.

The municipal election takes place on 
Oct. 26.

For more information on the Watershed 
Guardians, go to: juststopit.ca

Melancthon candidates outline key priorities at Watershed Guardians forum

Dufferin OPP charged three individuals 
with impaired driving-related offences be-
tween Oct. 10 and 12.

On Oct. 10, 2026, at approximately 1:21 
a.m., of� cers were conducting a Reduce 
Impaired Driving Everywhere (RIDE) spot 
check in the area of Broadway and Mill 
Street in Orangeville when a vehicle en-
tered the checkpoint.

During the interaction with the driver, 
of� cers initiated an impaired driving inves-
tigation.

As a result of the investigation, Peter 
Olenicz, 37, from Halton Hills, has been 
charged with operation while impaired - 
blood alcohol concentration (80 plus).

On Oct. 11, at approximately 10:30 p.m., 
of� cers were conducting a Reduce Im-
paired Driving Everywhere (RIDE) spot 
check in the area of Broadway and Mill 
Street in Orangeville when a vehicle en-
tered the checkpoint.

During the interaction with the driver, 
of� cers initiated an impaired driving inves-
tigation.

As a result of the investigation, Riley 

Schilger, 26, from Schomberg, has been 
charged with operation while impaired - 
blood alcohol concentration (80 plus).

On Oct. 12, 2026, at approximately 7:10 
p.m., of� cers were dispatched to the area 
of Manor Crescent for a call for service. 
While on scene police spoke with an indi-
vidual who arrived on scene.

During the interaction with the individ-
ual, of� cers initiated an impaired driving 
investigation.

As a result of the investigation, Daler 
Aulakh, 32, from Orangeville, has been 
charged with operation while impaired - 
blood alcohol concentration (80 plus) and 
operation while impaired - alcohol and 
drugs.

All three accused are scheduled to ap-
pear before the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Orangeville at a later date to answer to the 
charges.

The driver’s licences of all three accused 
were suspended, and their respective vehi-
cles were impounded.

None of the charges have been proven in 
court.

 Now Open Saturday & Sunday 10am-5pm, or by appointment

Call for more details! 437-215-8440    936577 Airport Road, Mansfield, Ontario

Now Accepting 
Goods for

SKI &
SNOWBOARD 

SWAP
Clothing & equipment bags 

accepted; but no used helmets.

– Tune Up Specials –

Celebrating 57 Years of Serving the Community!

 BOARDS Up to 135cm Over 135cm
 Wax & Sharpen $36.00 $39.00

 SKIS Up to 120cm Over 120cm
 Wax & Sharpen $29.00 $36.00
 Ski Tune Up $35.00 $45.00
       Bring boots & info for
  Binding Adjust, Clean & Lube

Loretto Ski &
Board Shop

Lots of Gear in Clearance!

Three people charged with impaired driving
over three days throughout Dufferin County
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47 Broadway, ORANGEVILLE       519-942-2573

Seniors Day Every Tuesday 10% off 
Regular Priced 

Items!
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633224 Hwy 10, 
Mono, ON L9W 5P7
519-940-0222

10

10 Hockley Rd.

Cedar Grove Rd.

First St.www.orangevillenissan.com

Congratulations to the 
Orangeville Nissan team 

on making one of 2026 best 
dealerships to work for.

6
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