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RAISING THE FLAG: A Pan African flag raising was held at Jack Downing Park in Shelburne on the morning of Monday, Feb. 3 with
dignitaries in attendance. Shelburne Mayor Wade Mills, on behalf of council, proclaimed February as Black History Month in the Town of
Shelburne and encouraged residents to celebrate their diverse heritage and culture.

Dufferin County Gouncil approves 4.21 per cent budget

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Dufferin County Council has passed the
2025 budget with a 4.21 per cent increase
on the tax levy.

During a special meeting on Jan. 30, Duf-
ferin County Council went through a re-
vised version of the 2025 budget and was
able to make additional cuts.

Council was first presented with the 2025
draft budget on Jan. 9, where a tax levy in-
crease of 5.6 percent was introduced. After
the meeting, approximately $210,000 worth
of changes were proposed reducing the
overall tax levy increase to 5.16 per cent af-
ter growth assessment.

The changes to the draft budget included:

e Adding $40,000 to the household haz-
ardous waste events for a total of $280,000
which was offset by the waste reserve

¢ Adding additional courthouse rent rev-
enue, $15,000

¢ Removing bike lanes from Dufferin Rd.
25, decreasing the tax levy by $100,000

e Applying reserves to Housing Strat-
egy Project Lead, decreasing the levy by
$134,810

The new changes brought up at the Jan.
30 meeting included:
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e Removing the rain barrel program, de-
creasing the budget by $25,000

¢ Funding the Housing Strategy through
2024 surplus decreasing the budget by
$500,000

Council also passed a motion following
the year-end reporting that the remaining
surplus from 2024 be allocated towards a
reserve fund for future strategic housing
initiatives. An early edition of the motion
initially recommended 50 per cent of each
year’s surplus would be utilized for the
Housing Strategy for the next five years.
The surplus for 2024 is estimated at $2.5
million.

“As the top item that this Council has
identified is implementation of affordable
housing, I think it’s important that we put
forward our interest in trying to find a way
to fund it. It’s great that we're doing a strat-
egy, but if we're not going to put the mon-
ey aside to implement it, the strategy isn’t
worth the paper it’s printed on,” said Coun.
Lisa Post, Mayor of Orangeville. “This is a
way, in principle, to ensure that we've got
a funding source identified on how we can
move the strategy forward in an effective
way.”

One final addition to the budget was add-
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ed, which was an increase in the invest-
ment attraction program from $80,000 to
$100,000.

Despite passing the 2025 budget, some
County councillors did express their disap-
pointment with the final tax levy increase of
4.21 percent.

“I'm going to vote no on this budget main-
ly because I don’t think we took any tough
decisions; we simply kicked the can down
the road,” said Coun. Philip Rentsch, Depu-
ty Mayor of Grand Valley. “We basically said
we're going to do everything, and we're go-
ing to figure it out.”

Coun. James McLean, Deputy Mayor of
Melancthon, shared similar sentiments.

“My priority coming in tonight was to
try to keep things as affordable as possible
for our taxpayers. I don’t feel like we got
there,” said McLean. “I'm really disappoint-
ed we didn’t make the tough decisions. The
toughest decision we made was around rain
barrels. I think we could have done both
and I think this could have been a housing
budget that also came in with a lower tax
levy.”

Dufferin County Council approved the
2025 budget with a 4.21 tax levy, which is
equivalent to $50,170,530.
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COVID-19 outbreak reported on E-Wing of Headwaters Health Care Centre

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

A COVID-19 respiratory outbreak was re-
cently reported at Headwaters Health Care
Centre (HHCC)

HHCC and Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph
Public Health (WDGPH) declared the out-
break on Jan. 30 due to positive COVID-19
cases among patients in the hospital’s
E-Wing.

In apress release issued by HHCC on Jan.
31, the hospital reported that there were no
COVID-19-positive cases among staff or
physicians associated with the outbreak.

The earliest Headwaters can be declared
out of outbreak status is tomorrow (Feb.
7), provided there are no additional cases
related to this outbreak. At that time, an
“outbreak declared over” notice will be
provided.

Headwaters Emergency Department,
Ambulatory Care Services, other inpatient

units, and scheduled surgeries are not im-
pacted by the outbreak.

Precautionary infection prevention and
control precautions are in place at HHCC in
response to the COVID-19 outbreak. These
include mandatory masking for E-Wing vis-
itors and only one person being allowed to
visit a patient at a time.

“Visitors must wear masks when entering
the unit. Visitors are asked to refrain from
eating/drinking while on the unit, always
remaining masked. Hospital-issued masks
will be available outside of the unit,” said
HHCC in a press release.

FILE PHOTO

ONGOING OUTBREAK: Headwaters Health
Care Centre reported a COVID-19 outbreak
in its E-Wing on Jan. 30. The earliest Head-
waters can be declared out of outbreak sta-
tus is tomorrow (Feb. 7), provided there are
no additional cases related to this outbreak.

Dufferin-Caledon NDP candidate to attend Ontario Medical Coalition Rally this weekend

Written By CONSTANCE SCRAFIELD

“It’'s almost unthinkable,” said George Na-
kitsas, the recently named Dufferin—Cale-
don candidate for the provincial NDP party,
“to call an election, with such a majority and
two years from [when it’s] needed.”

He told the Citizen the saddest part is
how people are trying to find a doctor and
“the sad thing is when our grandkids have
to wait seven hours in the emergency ward.”

Nakitsas has been a member of the NDP
for decades. Indeed, he worked for Ed
Broadbent for seven years and was called to
join Jack Layton in the famous race in Que-
bec in 2011, when the NDP won 50 seats.

He told us he has known NDP Leader,
Marit Stiles for 25 years. She is clear that
she wants to be the Premier of Ontario.

“She made the case at this time, when
you need a Premier and this one quit, she
is ready,” observed Nakitsas. “So, what I've
been picking up is a shift, where the current
MPP [Sylvia Jones] has been absent quite a
bit.”

“Our family is here,” he told us, saying
that their two adult children moved to Oran-
geville at different times over the last sever-
al years and he and his wife moved here as
well, a few years ago.

Understanding how important it is, as a
candidate, to be a familiar face, Nakitsas is
making a point to be around on Saturdays

during but not imposing on the weekly Or-
angeville Famers’ Market, handing out fly-
ers and introducing himself to people. He
was told that people gather outside the Con-
servative Party’s office on Broadway and he
reckons he will be there to meet them too.

With such short notice of the election
day, Nakitsas and his team are canvassing
but not door to door. A series of “meet and
greets” are being planned, to go all around
and meet as many people as they can.

Also, for the Ontario Medical Coalition, as
he said, “I can’t speak for the coalition but
we will be there, focusing on health care.”

He pointed the finger at Ford directly by
asking, “Why call a snap election? To deflect
what the records on the new data show?”

The number of Ontarians without a fam-
ily doctor has reached 2.5 million, up from
1.8 million in 2020. More than 160,000 peo-
ple were added to the list of those without
a family doctor in a six-month period alone,
according to The Ontario College of Family
Physicians.

“During the pandemic, wages of medical
staff were frozen,” Nakitsas reminded us.

As for buildings, developers are picking
up housing real estate as quickly as they
can.

Along with the NDP, Nakitsas is con-
cerned for the Greenbelt and was part of
the protest and pressure that came against
Ford when he declared his plans to bury it

under housing.

From Stiles, Mr. Nakitsas reported that
Ford dumps urban congestions on the Green
Belt, wanting to inflict the 413 when the 407
is empty. She has promised, that immediate-
ly after she is elected, she will have the 407
open to trucks and begin to negotiate to pur-
chase the 407 rather than spend billions of
dollars on the very destructive 413.

Marit Stiles has noted recently that devel-
opers are trying to expropriate 770 acres of
land around Kitchener-Waterloo for a mega
industrial site and destroy large areas of
prime farmland. She met with farmers to
discuss what could be done to stop it.

Nakitsas made the point further as to why
we are having this election: pressure from
developers and big box stores.

Looking back on his own work life after
his life in politics, Nakitsas worked for the
steel industry.

He related, “When I retired and left Par-
liament Hill, I established a Steel Trade and
Employment Congress. After the mid-80s
steelworkers union, after free trade, thou-
sands lost their jobs. In the 90s there were
not many apprentices. So, we got together
with colleges and then there was something
that made sense. We went to the colleges to
retrain workers through the Canadian Steel
Trade and Employment Congress (of which
he was the executive director.) We went
into the workplace and talked, determined

that politics should not be a dirty word and
the magic happened.”

It was from 1982 that Nakitsas worked
for Ed Broadbent for seven years. An uphill
battle is a difficult one. But he had one of
the best campaigns with Jack Layton who
said, “If you keep never giving up, you can
do impossible things.”

They took the classic approach to how
you make things work when you work to-
gether.

He met Marit Stiles at a meeting with AC-
TRA, where she was involved in looking at
the digital industry.

“I was always impressed with her and
when this election came I said yes,” he said.

Nakitsas is happy to serve the community
and riding, to help younger people. He is big
on community, having coached girls’ sports
teams, saying that helping young kids is crit-
ical.

The healthcare issues are what annoys
Nakitsas most. On March 18, 2024, the NDP
introduced the motion noting that health-
care workers have to spend too much time
on administration and that staff should be
hired to expand support among each three
patients, to free up the medical workers.
The motion was turned down.

The Ontario Medical Coalition Rally is
this Saturday, Feb. 8, outside Sylvia Jones’
Constituency Office (180 Broadway, 3rd
Floor), starting at noon.
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‘Happy Days’ exhibit at Museum of Dufferin explores nostalgia of childhood

Written By PAULA BROWN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Museum of Dufferin (MoD) is tak-
ing visitors on a nostalgic trip back to their
childhood with a new exhibit.

The Museum of Dufferin will be launching
its new exhibit titled, “Happy Days,” on Feb.
17 (Family Day) in the main gallery space
of the museum. The exhibit explores the
nostalgia of childhood through a curated
collection of toys, games, and photographs.

“We’ve been planning this exhibit for over
a year now and we thought about how we
could make an exhibit that talks to a lot of
different generations. Everyone, of course,
has been a kid at some point so we explore
the different stages of childhood, but also
the nostalgia and joy that you get from be-
ing a kid,” said Jasmine Proteau, manager of
the Museum of Dufferin.

Visitors to the “Happy Days” exhibit have
the opportunity to walk through and see
a variety of different toys through the de-
cades, many of which they may recognize
from their own childhoods.

“One of the things that we look at when
we're trying to create an exhibit is what can
we show from our collection to tell a story,”
explained Proteau. “We have a lot of these
really cute toys that I think people either re-
member playing with as a kid or that have
endured until now.”

The collection of toys spans from the
1950s to the current day but also includes a
few pieces dating as far back as the 1800s.
Some of the pieces that may look familiar to
visitors include: Lite Bright, Trolls, Cabbage
Patch Kids, Hot Rod Cars, Pac-Man, Tamag-
otchi, and friendship bracelets.

“There are toys that people might not re-
member, but will spark deep memories they
forgot they had as a kid,” said Proteau.

The exhibit also highlights the history of
toy making within the community by shar-
ing photos and interviews from residents
who worked at or had family members
working at the Fisher-Price factory. The toy
manufacturer opened its factory doors in
Orangeville in 1964 but closed the doors for
good just four years later in 1968.

MUSEUM OF DUFFERIN PHOTO

CLASSIC TOYS: First introduced in the 1950s, Buzzy Bee was the first Fisher-Price toy to incorporate plastic in its design. In 1956, the
company gave the bee a crown and it was reintroduced as Queen Buzzy Bee. When pulled, the antennas bounce, the wings twirl, and the
bee makes a “buzz-buzz” sound. These toys are featured in the Museum of Dufferin’s “Happy Days” exhibit.

“Not a lot of people know that there’s a
history with the toy manufacturing busi-
ness in Dufferin County,” said Proteau.

While the exhibit reminisces on the nos-
talgia of childhood, it also explores larger
themes within it such as workers’ rights
and women’s rights.

In one particular instance, the exhib-
it shares the story of how workers of the
Fisher-Price factory in Orangeville, who

Become a ‘Hydrant Hero’ and help keep

the community safe: Town of She

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

To assist with emergency response in
the event of a fire, the Town of Shelburne
is asking the public to be a “Hydrant
Hero.”

“Help keep our community safe this
winter by clearing snow from fire hy-
drants and catch basins,” said the Town
of Shelburne in a social media post.

“In an emergency, every second counts.
By keeping fire hydrants visible and ac-
cessible, you ensure that emergency ser-
vices can respond quickly.”

In addition to assisting with emergency
response, clearing snow from catch ba-
sins helps prevent street flooding and icy

burne

road conditions. This makes the town’s
roads safer for everyone.

The Shelburne and District Fire De-
partment and utilities staff at the Town of
Shelburne would like to thank residents
who have taken the time to clear snow
from hydrants.

“Your efforts make a significant differ-
ence in keeping our community safe,”
said the Town.

“We kindly ask for your continued
support and help in this crucial task
throughout the winter season. Your ded-
ication and assistance are greatly appre-
ciated!”

“Let’s work together to keep our neigh-
borhood safe and sound,” said the Town.
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were primarily women, chose to go on
strike to protest their low wages. Instead
of negotiating with them or changing their
wages, Fisher Price ultimately decided to
close the factory and remove themselves
from the area.

“There’s fun elements to the exhibition,
but there’s also another underlying story
that’s deeper,” said Proteau.

With the launch of the new exhibit falling

FEB 6 TO 23
by Barb Scheffler
RIOTOUS ROADTRIP

on Family Day, the Museum of Dufferin is
incorporating hands-on activities for chil-
dren including friendship bracelet making
and a scavenger hunt. The event will run
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and has free admis-
sion.

To learn more about the “Happy Days”
exhibit or to register for the Family Day
activities at the Museum of Dufferin, visit
www.dufferinmuseum.com.
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UPINION

Buy Canadian

Marco Polo is considered one of the first,
maybe the original, true explorer.

The Venetian-born merchant travelled
the Silk Road into the heart of China
between the years 1271 and 1295.

At the time, most of the Eastern world
was unknown to Europeans.

Polo travelled to what was then known
as ‘Cathay’, in northern China.

He made a good impression and was
welcomed to the royal court of Kublai
Khan.

Polo made a lot of good, to him, discov-
eries during his travels.

Later in his life, a book titled, “The Trav-
els of Marco Polo,” detailed his experi-
ences in the Far East giving Europeans
their first comprehensive look into China,
Persia, India, Japan and other Asian soci-
eties.

During his travels, Polo returned to
Europe with a lot of new ideas as well as
new products he had found. It gave Euro-
peans new ideas and opened the concept
of trade with a faraway place.

Trade between neighbours, businesses,
towns, regions and nations has always
been part of society.

You have something your neighbour
needs, and he has something you require.
You trade back and forth to produce a sup-
ply for a demand.

It's a very simple economic way of doing
things.

“I'll take some of those coconuts you
have because we can’t grow them here,
and I'll send you some wheat you need to
make bread and keep your people fed.”

Tariffs are not new. Many nations impose
tariffs from time to time.

The usual reason is to reduce the impor-
tation of goods and services by increas-
ing their prices and for the protection of
domestic producers.

There can be a lot of good in that — if
you're the producer and foreign products
are flooding the market and out-selling
your market.

Tariffs are also used to raise revenue
and exert political leverage over another
country.

U.S. President Donald Trump has now
imposed tariffs against Canada, China,
and Mexico — its biggest trading partners.

What will it do for the U.S.? Probably
nothing except raise the cost of goods they
need.

Trump seems to have some kind of bone
to pick with Canada. I’'m not sure why.

We have always been good neighbours
and for the most part, have supported
them in international efforts.

Of course, Canada will respond with tar-
iffs of its own. That will of course hurt U.S.

Strategic Shmategic

The Strait of Malacca is strategically
important. It’s the shortest shipping route
between the Far East and the Indian
Ocean, the Middle East, Europe and
Africa. It handles a quarter of all interna-
tionally traded goods, and if anybody tried
to block it there would be a war.

The Fulda Gap used to be strategically
important during the Cold War, because it
was a flat lowland route from Soviet-occu-
pied East Germany into the heart of West
Germany. If the thousands of Russian
tanks had ever rolled west, that’s where
they would have had to break through.

Greenland is NOT strategically import-
ant. Not even a little bit. Itis on the shortest
route between Europe and North Amer-
ica, as you have doubtless heard, but this
doesn’'t make it important because that
route is only used by airliners, and they
are flying across Greenland at 35,000 ft.

ke
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No road goes across Greenland, the
trans-Atlantic flights don’t land there, and
no commercial vessels or warships sail
past it (although a few tourist boats call
in from time to time). There is no military
presence except a United States Space
Force base in the far north of the island
that operates a space tracking station and
a large phased-array warning radar.

So why does Donald Trump want to
take over Greenland? If the United States
wants scarce minerals from Greenland,
the cheap way is just to pay for them, like
it does with Chile or Canada. There are no
military threats to Greenland, and if there
were they would be dealt with by NATO.
(Denmark, which manages Greenland’s
foreign affairs, is a NATO member.)

Yet Trump persists in his bizarre quest:
“l do believe we'll get Greenland because
it really has to do with the freedom of the
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FROM THE SECOND ROW

manufacturers who sell plenty of products
here.

“You see these empty, old, beautiful
steel mills and factories that are empty and
falling down,” Trump said in October 2024,
when on the campaign trail. “We’re going
to bring the companies back. We’re going
to lower taxes for companies that are
going to make their products in the USA.
And we’re going to protect those compa-
nies with strong tariffs.”

Trump is dreaming on this one. The
manufacturing base in the U.S. dried up
years ago, and new companies emerged
in different industries.

Investors aren’t going to start pouring
billions and billions of dollars to once again
start building widget factories.

Whether they like it, most manufactured
products and electronics in the U.S. now
come from China.

Consumers are going to get angry very
quickly when they need to purchase a
new refrigerator only to find the cost of an
already expensive item just went up 25 per
cent because of imposed tariffs.

There used to be a gas station in west-
ern New York that advertised on radio all
the time.

“We don'’t sell gas from the Middle East,”
the ad always said. “We get our gas from
Canada, our friends to the north.”

world. It has nothing to do with the United
States, other than we're the one that can
provide the freedom. They can’t.” But this
is an ignorant man speaking in hackneyed
clichés. Why should we pay attention?

When Trump began rambling on about
seizing Greenland on January 7, most
non-Americans saw it as a typical Trump
stratagem to unsettle potential adversar-
ies. He threatened to re-invade Panama
and annex Canada at the same cha-
otic press conference, and the grown-
ups elsewhere assumed that none of it
needed to be taken seriously.

A little while later he said that he would
use military force to take Greenland if
necessary (but not Canada, which would
only suffer economic pressure). Even
then most people treated it as a passing
fantasy — until Trump had a 45-minute
telephone conversation with Prime Minis-
ter Mette Frederiksen of Denmark on Sat-
urday, January 25.

She was shaken by his manner. One
senior European official said the call had
been “horrendous” and another said:
“Before, it was hard to take seriously, but
| do think it is serious and potentially very
dangerous.”

Sothere we are. There is a genuine pos-
sibility that the US armed forces (assum-
ing they obey a clearly illegal order) will
invade and seize the territory of another
NATO member on Trump’'s command
(unless his people can talk him out of it).

| still find this highly implausible, but the
man keeps going on about it so we should
consider the likely consequences. If he
is determined to invade, there are three

BRIAN LOCKHART

That meant some-
thing to the average
American.

| was in a local liquor
store this afternoon
when a discussion
broke out at the cash register. One man
buying a product was reading the label to
make sure it was Canadian-manufactured.

Another customer was carefully reading
the label because she said she would not
purchase a product if it had any ingredi-
ents that weren’t grown in Canada.

If Trump wants to play his ridiculous
game, it's going to backfire and he’s going
to shoot himself in the foot. A protectionist
attitude never works when it comes to the
economy.

That attitude only closes foreign markets
and stops a company from expanding into
a larger market.

I’'m not sure what the average American
thinks of all this, but from the man-on-the-
street interviews I've seen, they seem to
have no idea what tariffs on their three
largest trading partners will accomplish.

In the meantime, buy Canadian and sup-
port our businesses.

Sooner or later, someone in the States
will fiercely lobby the federal government
demanding reasonable access to Cana-
dian lumber exports.

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

possible outcomes.

One is that there is
a palace coup in the
White House which
stops the invasion of
Greenland — but pos-
sibly at the cost of an American civil war.

Another is that NATO, realizing that its
biggest member is a shameless aggres-
sor, expels the United States and recon-
figures itself as a defensive alliance that
opposes both Russian and American
aggression. Canada would remain in that
new alliance if it dared, and Mexico would
join if it were allowed. Slovakia and Hun-
gary would probably be excluded.

The third and likeliest possibility is that
all the other NATO countries privately
deplore America’s actions but publicly
pretend that it has all been an unfortunate
misunderstanding. In that case, the alli-
ance’s demise would be gradual, but still
inevitable.

I will not consider a scenario in which
Russia, the main beneficiary of NATO’s
decline or demise, somehow had a hand
in the proceedings. | especially avoid any
suggestion that Mr. Putin has (God for-
bid!) some hold over Mr. Trump that com-
pels his obedience. That sort of stuff is
pure conspiracy theory.

Let us reject these grim scenarios. | pre-
fer to believe that Trump is a 78-year-old
man who has always used lies and empty
threats to get his way and now shows
some signs of cognitive decline, but who
still retains a healthy sense of self-preser-
vation that pulls him back from the brink of
terminal folly. | hope.
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Lots of events, programs, books to enjoy at the Shelburne Public Library

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

If you want to keep busy and informed,
the Shelburne Public Library has a full
schedule of events and programs for every-
one — from toddlers to seniors.

On Feb. 9, author Alice Porter will be at
the library for the launch of her book. Ms.
Porter’s autobiography titled, “A Remark-
able Life” follows her life from growing
up on a farm just outside of Shelburne to
studying to become a nurse, then serving
for 36 years as a missionary nurse in India.

After the book launch, there will be an el-
egant afternoon tea to celebrate the event.

Money from book sales will be donated
to the Shepherds Cupboard Food Bank in
Shelburne.

The book launch will get underway at 2
p.m.

March Break at the library will provide a
special time for kids when they are out of
school and looking for something to do.

“We have three performers for March
Break,” explained Shelburne Public Library
CEO Rose Dotten. “We have The Birds of
Prey, and they will be coming to the library.
They’ll talk about the habits of the birds.
The next day, we have Fireside Munsch
which is three individuals doing a take on
Robert Muhsch’s four different stories. We
will have comic juggler Craig on the follow-
ing day.”

The Birds of Prey will be at the library on
Tuesday, March 11, at 2 p.m.

The Fireside Munsch will take place at
Grace Tipling Hall at the Shelburne Town
Hall on Wednesday, March 12, at 2 p.m.

Comic Juggler Craig will also be at Grace
Tipling Hall on Thursday, March 13.

Tickets for these events are $4 each, or
you can attend all three events for $10.

If you’re a senior who is finding technol-
ogy is moving faster than you can stay cur-
rent with, there are tech tutors at the library
every week.

The tutors themselves are seniors, how-
ever they happen to have a very good grasp
of current technology that seniors may
want to use.

“We have three instructors,” Ms. Dotten
explained. “Our tech tutors are very well
accomplished in understanding how se-
niors learn. They can also explain technical
problems you may have, and they will try to
identify those.”

iPads will be available in case a visiting
senior doesn’t own one.

Tech tutors are at the library on Tuesdays
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. and Thursdays from 5
p-m.to 7 p.m.

For those that like to be creative while
meeting new friends as well as those who
also enjoy crafting, the Tuesday afternoon
Crafting Club meets from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

You can bring your crocheting, knitting,
sketching, or any other project you are
working on.

If you like growing things in your back-
yard, you will enjoy Seedy Saturday.

“Seedy Saturday is a great day and very
popular,” said Jade Wyse, technical services
librarian. “We’re going to launch our seed li-
brary for 2025. In our seed library, we have a
collection of seeds from flowers, herbs, and
vegetables that are largely donated by the
community. Community members can bor-
row seeds from that collection for the 2025
growing season.”

You can be a part of the entire process by
bringing seeds from what you grow back to
the library for others to use next year.

“There’s no obligation to return seeds,
but we do welcome the return of seeds at
harvest time, you can donate them back,”
Ms. Wyse said. “We do have a few communi-
ty partners coming in.”

Seedy Saturday will take place on Satur-
day, March 22, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

If your kids enjoy Legos, the Wednesday
afternoon Lego Club is a very popular event
that is fun and creative.

The Lego Club takes place from 3:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

If you can’t make it to the library, you
can still check out a book by visiting the
Shelburne Foodland. The Shelburne Public
Library has placed an automatic book dis-
penser kiosk in the store.

If you have a library card, you can visit
the kiosk and check out a book which will
automatically be linked to your library card.

The Shelburne Public Library is a busy
place that provides the opportunity to learn,
engage, and have some fun.

FILE PHOTO

BROWSE & BORROW: The Shelburne Pub-
lic Library has an automatic book dispenser
kiosk at the Shelburne Foodland (824 Ojib-
way Road). Anyone with a library card can
visit the kiosk to check out a book. Books
signed out at the kiosk will be linked to your
library card.

Raise some dough and help animals in need with Cupcake Day for the Ontario SPCA

February just got a little sweeter thanks
to Cupcake Day for the Ontario SPCA,
which brings frosting-covered fun to the
month as animal lovers bake, share, and
raise vital funds to support animals in need.

Cupcake Day officially takes place Mon-
day, Feb. 24 and it’s more than just a chance
to enjoy delicious treats. By hosting a cup-
cake party or bake sale, participants raise
much-needed funds for the Ontario SPCA
Orangeville & District Animal Centre, a reg-
istered charity that relies on the generosity
of donors to provide urgent care, shelter,
and second chances to animals.

“Pre-heat your oven, put on your apron
and get ready to raise some dough to help
animals in need,” says Shannon Bury, com-
munity outreach coordinator at Ontario
SPCA Orangeville & District Animal Centre.
“Cupcake Day is a fun and impactful way

for people to come together and make a real
difference for animals in their community.”

Participants can register at cupcakeday.
ca to set up a personal fundraising page,
gather baking inspiration, and start plan-
ning their celebration. Whether you're host-
ing a neighbourhood bake sale, a fun gath-
ering with friends, or sharing treats at work,
Cupcake Day is as flexible as it is fun.

For more information, or to register, visit
cupcakeday.ca and bake a difference for an-
imals, one cupcake at a time.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

SWEET CAUSE: The Ontario SPCA Oran-
geville & District Animal Centre is encour-
aging the public to participate in Cupcake
Day on Feb. 24. The annual fundraiser gen-
erates funds for the SPCA and helps animals
in need.

Outdoor ice rinks available for public use
at KTH Park, Greenwood Park in Shelburne

The Canadian pastime of outdoor ice
skating is currently available at two loca-
tions in Shelburne.

Lace up your skates and stop by KTH
Park to enjoy its recently opened outdoor
ice rink. The rink is available for use daily
and designated time slots for hockey run
from 8 to 9:30 a.m., noon to 1 p.m., and 4 to
6 p.m. each day.

The Greenwood Park Outdoor Ice Rink
also opened recently and is available for
daily use. The rink has the same time slots
for hockey as the KTH Park rink.

Unexpected warm weather can always
close the outdoor rinks, so the Town of
Shelburne asks that the public be mindful
of the conditions before attempting to use
one.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Public input sought for Economic Development Action Plan

The Town of Shelburne is seeking input
from the public on an action plan that will
guide the community’s economic devel-
opment and prosperity over the next five
years.

SHELBURNE

TowN PHARMACY

committed to care

Input is being sought by anyone who lives
or works in Shelburne in its Economic De-
velopment Action Plan Community Survey.

The survey can be viewed online at ow.ly/
ziKI50UIEV6

OWNERS:
SANJAY & SHALINI LEKHI

PHARMACIST:
SANJAY LEKHI

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

With all the moves going on in the building,

you can be assured that we are staying put!

NORTH DUFFERIN WELLNESS CENTRE
712 Main Street, E. Shelburne

Full Service Pharmacy * Home Health Care
Compression Stockings ® Methadone for MMT

219.306.5500

Text: 647.393.9302 ¢ Email: shelburnetownpharmacy@gmail.com
www.shelburnetownpharmacy.ca
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TRANSPORTATION INC.

NOW HIRING!

SCHOOL BUS AND CHARTERED DRIVERS

Supplement Your
Income

Free Training
«

PART TIME OPPORTUNITIES IN

Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand Valley, Mono, Melancthon and Mulmur

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED

Drive a School bus and make a difference in a child's education.

SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME

Drive with purpose and earn more.
Join our team of school bus drivers and enjoy extra pay.

PROFESSIONALTRAINING

Attridge Transportation Inc. is providing friendly training for steady part-
time bus drivers (and in some cases spare drivers).

Professional Experience not required.
Vehicles are all automatic.

Attridge Transportation is an inclusive and accessible employer. We welcome a diverse range
of candidates to apply for this position. Including people with disabilities. Accommodations
are available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

APPLY TODAY!

attridge.com
Call 1-888-749-1515 or Email jobs@attridge.com
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Police investigating daytime robbery at Home Depot

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers are asking for the public’s help as
they investigate a robbery at the Home De-
pot in Orangeville.

Dufferin OPP is appealing to the public
for any witnesses or information related to
the incident, which took place on Feb. 1.

Officers responded to a report of a rob-
bery at the Home Depot, located on Fourth
Avenue in Orangeville, at 5:55 p.m.

Officers arrived shortly after the incident
and spoke with key witnesses to gather in-
formation.

According to reports, a lone male sus-
pect entered the power tool department

and filled a shopping cart with various
power tools. The suspect then attempted
to flee the store without paying, walking
directly past the cashier and heading to-
wards a white SUV that was waiting for the
suspect.

The suspect placed the stolen tools into
the SUV and fled the scene, heading to-
wards Fourth Avenue.

e Suspect 1: South Asian male, approxi-
mately in his 40s, with short hair, wearing
a thick black jacket with a sweater under-
neath.

e Suspect 2: South Asian male, approxi-
mately in his 40s, wearing a black hoodie,

Blundstone boots, and black track pants.

e Suspect Vehicle: White Lexus RX350,
approximately 2010 model, with a mask
covering the license plate, further obstruct-
ing the number. The vehicle also appeared
to have a dark-tinted license plate cover.

Anyone who may have witnessed this
incident or has information about the sus-
pects or vehicle is urged to contact the Duf-
ferin OPP Detachment at (519) 942-1711 or
1-888-310-1122.

Tips can also be provided anonymously
through Crime Stoppers by calling 1-800-
222-TIPS (8477) or submitting a tip online
at www.ontariocrimestoppers.ca.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

WANTED BY POLICE: Two suspects are
wanted by Dufferin OPP in relation to a rob-
bery that occurred at the Orangeville Home
Depot on Feb. 1.

Blanket of snow used as cover during two vehicle thefts

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers are investigating two separate motor
vehicle thefts that occurred late last month.

Between the evening of Jan. 28 and the
early hours of Jan. 29, one motor vehicle
was stolen in Mono and another was taken
in Orangeville.

The vehicles are described as:

e 2024 white Toyota Tundra bearing On-
tario marker AN91818

e 2024 white Toyota Tundra bearing On-
tario marker BR67152

Officers secured video surveillance where
a dark colour sedan was observed pulling

up to one of the residences. After a couple
of minutes, a passenger of that vehicle ex-
ited and entered one of the stolen pick-up
trucks. The investigation is ongoing.

If you have any information or video sur-
veillance footage in relation to any of these
thefts, please call the Dufferin OPP Detach-

in Dufferin County

ment at (5619) 942-1711 or 1-888-310-1122.
Anyone with information regarding this
investigation is asked to contact Dufferin
OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or Crime Stoppers to
remain anonymous at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).
You can also submit your information on-
line at ontariocrimestoppers.ca.

Dufferin OPP investigating theft of Ford-150 from residence in Orangevnle share theft tips

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers are actively investigating the theft of
a Ford F-150 truck from a residence in Or-
angeville.

On Jan. 30, at approximately 12:10 a.m.,
the Dufferin OPP received a report regard-
ing a stolen vehicle from a property located
on Jordan Drive. The stolen vehicle is de-
scribed as a black 2023 Ford F-150 truck,
bearing the license plate BW20173.

The investigation into this theft is ongo-
ing, and the OPP appreciates any assistance
the public can provide to help resolve this
case.

To help reduce the risk of vehicle theft,

the OPP encourages vehicle owners to take
the following precautions:

1. Lock your vehicle: Always lock your
vehicle when leaving it unattended, even for
short periods.

2. Use anti-theft devices: Consider install-
ing an alarm, steering wheel lock (such as
The Club), or a GPS tracking system to deter
thieves.

3. Use a Faraday case: To protect against
electronic theft, store your key fob in a Far-
aday case to block signals from being inter-
cepted by thieves using relay devices.

4. Park in well-lit areas: When possible,
park your vehicle in well-lit, busy areas or

in a garage.

5 Do not leave valuables in your vehicle:
Remove any valuables or electronics from
plain sight to reduce the temptation for theft.

6. Secure your keys: Never leave keys
in the vehicle or near the vehicle and avoid
leaving spare keys hidden outside.

Anyone who may have information or vid-
eo surveillance footage related to this theft
is urged to contact the Dufferin OPP Detach-
ment at (5619) 942-1711 or 1-888-310-1122.

Alternatively, information can be provid-
ed anonymously through Crime Stoppers by
calling 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or submitting a
tip online at www.ontariocrimestoppers.ca.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

WANTED BY POLICE: Dufferin OPP s
searching for video surveillance footage
related to the theft of a Ford-150 in Oran-
geville.

Emergency services respond to fire in industrial area of Orangeville impacting tractor trailers

Members of the Dufferin Detachment
of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are
investigating a fire in an industrial area in
Orangeville.

On February 1, 2025, at approximately
8:20 p.m., Dufferin OPP, along with the Or-

angeville Fire Department, responded to a
fire involving tractor trailers that were dam-
aged at an industrial yard on Commerce
Road in the Town of Orangeville.

The Dufferin OPP is continuing to investi-
gate this incident.

If you witnessed the fire and wish to speak
to victim services, Caledon/Dufferin Victim
S! ervices can be reached at 905-951-3838.

Anyone who may have witnessed this
incident or has information about the sus-
pects or vehicle is urged to contact the Duf-

ferin OPP Detachment at (519) 942-1711 or
1-888-310-1122. Tips can also be provided
anonymously through Crime Stoppers by
calling 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or submitting
a tip online at www.ontariocrimestoppers.
ca.

Man crashes vehicle into ditch in Melanchton, faces assault, drug and weapon charges: OPP

Officers from the Dufferin Detachment
of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have
charged a Southampton resident with multi-
ple weapons and drug-related offences fol-
lowing a traffic complaint.

On Feb. 1, at approximately 3:40 a.m., the
Dufferin OPP received a report of a vehicle
in a ditch near County Road 17 in Melanc-
thon.

Upon arriving at the scene, officers spoke
with the driver, and during their investiga-
tion, determined the driver was operating

the vehicle with a suspended license.

Further investigation revealed a silver
revolver handgun (replica-BB gun) on the
driver’s seat, a long gun (replica-BB gun),
flick-style knives and a substance believed
to be methamphetamine.

A 37-year-old Southampton man has been
charged with:

e Assault (two counts)

¢ Possession of Weapon for Dangerous
Purpose

e Possession of a Schedule I Substance

- Cocaine

e Possession of a Schedule I Substance -
Methamphetamine

None of the listed charges have been
proven in court.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

WANTED BY POLICE: Dufferin OPP offi-
cers arrested a Southampton man on Feb. 1
and seized a silver revolver handgun (repli-
ca-BB gun), long gun (replica-BB gun) and
flick style knives.

CROSSWORD

10

12

13

. B

No ome Ka& Mmone Mw

CLUES ACROSS
1. “The Las Vegas of
the East”
6. Cook
10. Manning and
Wallach are two
14. Chameleon
15. A way to fill up
17. What MLBers hope
to play in
19. Unhappy
20. Indefinite period
of time
21. Excites
22. Males
23. Mongol leader
Genghis
24. Turfs
26. Soda comes in them
29. Not nice
31. Professional
organization
32. Part of a play
34. Sea eagle
35. Emily Blunt’s
character in “Sicario”
37. Beige
38. Mental sharpness
39. Valley

40. Alcyone’s husband
41. A place to gamble
43. Flightless
Australian birds

45. Call out
somebody’s name over
a P.A. system

46. US spy group

47. Pancakes from
buckwheat flour

49. Swiss river

50. Disfigure

53. Have surgery

57. Formal withdrawal
58. Early English
council

59. Square measures
60. 2,000 Ibs.

61. Siskel and __,
critics
CLUES DOWN

1. Mouths

2. Buffalo

3. You plug it in

4. Each

5. Largest English
dictionary (abbr.)

6. King of Thebes

7. English name

meaning “mythical
hunter”

8. Indicates near

9. More herbaceous
10. Gas-powered cars
need one

11. Dishonest
individual

12. Systems, doctrines,
theories

13. The woman

16. The whole of one’s
holdings

18. Witnesses

22. Doctor

23. Paul
painter
24. Kids look for him
on December 24

25. Single

27. Competitions

28. Predict the future
29. Cage for trained

_,Swiss

hawks

30. Musician Clapton
31. Frozen water

33. Semiformal men’s
evening attire

35. Most worn

36. Common soap
ingredient

37. Former EU
monetary unit

39. Provisions

42. Book parts

43. Republic of Ireland
44. Partner to “Pa”
46. Sammy __,
songwriter

47. Dutch colonist

48. Clare Booth __,
American writer

49. Solar disk in
Egyptian mythology
50. Minute arachnid
51. From a distance
52. Monthly apartment
cost

53. Young women’s
association

54. Tourist destination
55.“Woman” in
Ojibwe language

56. Pointed end of

apen
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TAKE GO TRANSIT TO
THE SHOW & SAVE! Autos how.ca
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THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL AUTOSHOW

F E B R U A RY METRO TORONTO

CONVENTION CENTRE

14-23’ 2025 | NORTHAND SOUTH BUILDINGS

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT AUTOSHOW.CA

MAKE IT A

BIGFOOT® Monster Truck

*Vehicle may not be exactly as shown.
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Snowy Paw Cani

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

There was a lot of energy at the Snowy
Paw Canicross Race held at the Island Lake
Conservation Area on Sunday, Feb. 2.

Dog owners were ready to run, and the
dogs were both excited to see all the other
dogs that turned out as well as get out on the
trails and sprint through the snow.

Canicross is the sport of cross-country
running with dogs. Runners use hands-free
running equipment with a belt and harness
to allow the dog to run in front and pull their
owner along behind them.

There are special verbal commands that
owners use to guide the dogs.

Most dogs understand the new commands
pretty quickly and pick up on what the sport
is all about.

The races were started in heats, with two
racers and their dogs leaving the start at
timed intervals.

“We have a series of three races,” explained
event organizer, Shawn Sobon, founder of
Canadian Canicross Sports. “The Snow Paw
is our winter race. We have the Muddy Paw
in the spring, and the Trails and Hills Classic
is our fall race. Everybody has come out with
their dogs and they're running either a 5-km
or a 10-km run. There’s also a ‘fun run’ cate-
gory for people who don’t have the proper
equipment or aren’t familiar with Canicross.
They can still get out there and walk, hike,
or run with their dog with just a leash and
collar to make the event more accessible for
everybody.”

The race is supporting the Orangeville
SPCA. At the start of the race, close to $1,000
had been raised. That number is expected
to be higher once the proceeds from a raffle
and cupcake sale are figured in.

“Canicross is a sport similar to mushing,”
Sobon explained. “It’s like cross-country
running with your dog on trails. Your dog is
wearing a mushing harness that allows them
to run very freely. Attached to the harness is
abungee line which is attached to the runner
who is wearing a Canicross belt. This allows

ross Race
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o
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offers winter fun for dogs and owners

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

PAWFECT RACE: Competitors leave the start line with their dogs leading the way during the Snowy Paw Canicross Race held at the
Island Lake Conservation Area on Sunday, Feb. 2. Canicross is a sport where dogs wear a special harness that allows them to pull their
owners through trails hands-free. The race features 5-km and 10-km courses through the trails at Island Lake in Orangeville.

the runner to run hands-free. The dog is pull-
ing you and you are running with the dog.
Sobon added, “Getting into the sport is
very easy. Dogs love to run and they love
to pull. They're very intuitive — if you hook
them up, they will pull you. The main focus
that I tell people, is to make sure your dog is
having fun. There’s all different types of dogs
here. We've got everything from Dachshunds

to Huskies, Pointers, German Shepherds —
all kinds of dogs can do this sport.”

For most dogs, once they are in the spe-
cial harness, they seem to get the idea about
what is going on.

Some dogs see what others are doing and
realize this event is different than going for a
regular walk.

Once they are at the start line, the dogs

seem to understand what is going on and
are very excited to be getting ready to hit the
trails.

It’s also an opportunity for the dogs to do
a little socializing with the other dogs at the
race, and they all seemed to get a long just
fine.

The race had a morning start with the first
10-km race getting underway at 10:10 a.m.

Centre Dufferin District High School teams compete for Dufferin Cup

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

It was an opportunity for Centre Dufferin
District High School (CDDHS) Royals boys’
basketball teams to compete outside of their
regular District 4 loop when they went to
Orangeville to compete for the Dufferin Cup
against the Scarlett Bears teams from Oran-
geville District Secondary School (ODSS) on
Friday, Jan. 31.

The event was held in the gym at the Ath-
lete Institute in front of a good-sized crowd
of fans from both towns.

The Junior teams took the floor for the
first game.

At the final buzzer, the team from ODSS
came out on top with a 46-40 win.

It was a well-played game by both teams in
a match that was close for most of the game.

The second game of the evening had the
senior teams taking the floor.

The squad from ODSS jumped out to an
aggressive early lead to go ahead 22-9 at the
end of the first quarter.

By the half, the Royals had rallied and

closed the score to one point and were trail-
ing 26-25.

The Bears started pulling away in the third
quarter and were leading 59-34.

At the final buzzer, the ODSS left the court
with a 76-50 win.

The Royals team enjoyed the experience
of having some competition outside of their
regular District 4 schedule.

“I think tonight was more about going
through with what we practiced,” said Roy-
als senior point guard Keymar Lewis, after
the game. “We had a game plan going into
this game. We should have executed it, but
we didn’t. But I do think if we play another
team in their district it will be better because
this game was about learning.”

Playing against a team they hadn’t met be-
fore was a good experience for the Royals in
an exhibition game setting.

“The intensity was definitely different,”
Lewis said. “They came out more composed
and because we haven't played a team like
this before, we were new to this and their
intensity. We can’t take this as a loss, the

800 OJIBWAY ROAD, SHELBURNE -+ LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

f;{} I’'m lovin’ it

JASOK DWOMOH

Playing basketball since elementary school,
CDDHS Royals forward, Jason Dwomoh brings a
lot of skill and experience to the senior high school

team.

“| like the sport and really like shooting,” Jason said
of why he likes playing the sport. “When it comes to

TEAM: CENTRE DUFFERIN
DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
ROYALS SERIOR
BASKETBALL

POSITION: FORWARD

team.

practice we take it very seriously so we can execute
on the court as a team.”

When he’s not on the basketball court, Jason uses
his skills on the rugby pitch with the high school

season is still going and there’s many more
games to come and more challenges. I re-
ally enjoyed this experience and I enjoyed
watching these players. I'm a senior so I
won't be here next year to play in this game
again. It was just good to see the potential

we have at Centre Dufferin with both juniors
and seniors.”

The Dufferin Cup is an annual friendly ri-
valry between two neighbouring towns with
a chance to have some fun and show their
skills on the basketball court.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

EXHIBITION MATCH: The Centre Dufferin District High School Royals senior boys’ bas-
ketball team played the Orangeville District Secondary School Scarlett Bears during the
Dufferin Cup competition at the Athlete Institute in Orangeville on Friday, Jan. 31. The ex-
hibition match was a good opportunity for the two squads to play teams outside of their
District and enjoy some friendly neighbouring town competition. Both junior and senior
teams played a game during the evening. The ODSS team won this game 76-50.

Alliston tied with Essex for points in PJHL

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

With seven games left on the regular sea-
son schedule for the Alliston Hornets, the
local team is tied with the Essex 73s of the
West Stobbs Division for top points in the 63
team Provincial Junior Hockey League.

Both teams have tallied 67 for the season
so far.

However, with 38 games behind them, the
73s have been on the ice four more times
than the Hornets who have played 34 this
year.

The 73s have been a powerhouse team
over the past 20 years having won the pro-
vincial Schmaltz Cup four times since 2002
and been finalists in five more champion-
ships.

Alliston has won the Schmaltz Cup twice
and has gone to the provincial final three
times.

The Hornets are in first place in the North
Carruthers Division and have dominated the
ice this season.

They have averaged just over 7 goals per

game while allowing an average of only 1.7
against.

Essex has a similar record averaging just
over 6 goals per game while averaging 1.8
against.

In second place in the North Carruthers
Division, the Orillia Terriers are having a
good season with a 28-5 record, however,
they have yet to beat the Hornets this year.

The Stayner Siskins have been in third
place for most of the season and currently
have 54 points with a 27-10 record.

They are followed by the Penetang Kings,
Innisfil Spartans, and the Huntsville Otters
who are all separated by three points.

Down in the number seven spot, the Mid-
land Flyers have a dismal 7-30 record.

In the basement, the Muskoka Bears have
won only 4 games after 35 times on the ice
this season.

The final games of the North Carruthers
Division regular season will take place on
Feb. 17.

The playoffs will get underway soon after
the regular season concludes.
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We've touched down in Canada with
140 years of experience. Go easy on us!

FITZDARES

SPORTS BETTING & CASINO

B o ONTARIO  Ontario only. Please play responsibly. Questions or concerns about your
|Ga mi ng® gambling or that of someone close to you? Please go to ConnexOntario.ca
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Headwaters Health Care invites public to apply to Board of Directors

Are you passionate about health care and
looking to make an impact locally?

Headwaters Health Care Centre (HHCC) is
inviting members of the public to apply for its
volunteer Board of Directors.

HHCC is looking for dedicated and dynam-
ic individuals residing in the region to con-
tribute to transformative health care through
the volunteer board.

“As a growing medium-sized hospital, ac-
credited with Exemplary Standing, HHCC is
actively recruiting Director candidates to pro-
vide governance oversight and monitor our
performance goals. Directors play a crucial

role in offering feedback and guidance to the
CEO, while serving as a vital link between the
hospital and the communities it serves,” said
HHCC in a press release on Feb. 3.

Kim Delahunt, President and CEO of Head-
waters, encourages anyone with a passion for
making a lasting difference in health care to
consider this opportunity as their platform
for giving back.

The Board actively seeks diverse represen-
tation in experience and background, aiming
for inclusivity that mirrors the perspectives
of the Dufferin-Caledon communities.

Ideal candidates possess:

e Strong communication skills, with the
ability to listen and ask constructive ques-
tions.

¢ Expertise in the legal, financial, clinical
or health care system.

e Personal and professional integrity in
navigating diverse perspectives and ideas.

¢ The time, commitment, and dedication
required to contribute to their community
hospital in a meaningful way.

Board members are expected to:

e Participate in monthly board meetings
(approximately three hours per month, ex-
cluding summer months).

¢ Belong to at least one committee.

e Attend two-hour monthly/bi-monthly
committee meetings (excluding summer
months), with preparation in advance.

e Support the Headwaters Health Care
Foundation.

e Take advantage of education and devel-
opment opportunities in health care gover-
nance through the Ontario Hospital Associa-
tion and other organizations.

The deadline to apply to join HHCC’s vol-
unteer Board of Directors is March 28. Ex-
press your interest in confidence to info@
headwatershealth.ca by March 28, 2025.

Michael Dehn nominated as Ontario Liberal Candidate for Dufferin-Caledon

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

With a provincial election looming later
this month, the Ontario Liberal Party (OLP)
has selected its candidate for Dufferin—Cale-
don.

It was announced by the OLP on Feb. 3
that Erin Mayor Michael Dehn was nominat-
ed as the provincial candidate for Dufferin—
Caledon.

OLP’s press release on the announcement
stated that Dufferin-Caledon faces an un-
precedented road safety crisis, with fatal col-
lisions in Caledon increasing by 114 per cent
in 2023, while Ontario recorded its deadliest
year in 15 years with 411 highway fatalities.

This safety crisis requires urgent infra-
structure improvements in Dufferin-Cale-
don, according to the OLP.

“These aren’t just statistics — they’re prob-

lems we can solve,” said Dehn, who has a
30-year career as a geologist and business
executive. “Our communities need immedi-
ate action on road safety, healthcare access,
as well as investments in infrastructure. As
your MPP, I will ensure that I will advocate
for the residents of Dufferin-Caledon and in-
vestment in our local communities.”

Dehn is also committed to tackling infra-
structure and food supply chain challenges.

“He will push for health and safety priori-
tized through immediate action on road safe-
ty, emergency healthcare, and essential in-
frastructure projects,” reads the OLP’s press
release.

Dehn has made several commitments to
Dufferin Caledon.

Concerning infrastructure safety, he has
identified a few problems and solutions.

The significant impacts of truck traffic

on our community including safety, conges-
tion, noise, and detrimental effects on air
quality can be solved by advocating for the
fast-tracking of construction for the Shel-
burne bypass. Another component of the
solution is to commit to securing financial
support for increased Ministry of Transpor-
tation and Ontario Provincial Police road-
side inspections of commercial vehicles to
ensure that they are safe to drive.

Another problem Dehn has identified is
“the tragic and preventable accidents now
plague formerly safe routes, especially on
Highways 9, 10, and 50 through Caledon and
Dufferin.” As a solution, he suggests priori-
tizing the safety and well-being of all motor-
ists by investing in much-needed highway
infrastructure improvements.

In terms of healthcare access, Dehn has
noted that emergency departments face

severe overcrowding. His solution to over-
crowding is advocating for the creation of
mobile health units, increasing the number
of community nursing clinics and expanding
the availability of Ontario Health at Home to
all Ontarian’s who do not have a family doc-
tor.

When looking at Dehn'’s leadership record,
as Erin’s mayor he’s oversaw more than $250
million in developer funded infrastructure
projects over three years. He also led Erin
council in successfully obtaining nearly $30
million for community infrastructure from
the province.

“Dufferin-Caledon deserves a represen-
tative who confronts challenges head on,”
Dehn said. “My commitment is simple: study
the problem, create solutions, get it done.”

The Ontario election will be held on Feb.
27.

Coyotes spotted in Shelburne: Here’s what to know and how to stay safe

The Shelburne area is a natural habitat for
coyotes. Their high-pitched barks and yips
can be heard year-round.

January marks the start of coyote mating
season, with mating typically beginning in
February and pups being born from late March
through April. During this time, you may en-
counter or hear coyotes as they search for
mates and establish their territories through
howling and yipping.

Coyotes play an essential role in the urban
ecosystem by controlling rodent and oth-
er wildlife populations. When their pups are
born, their need for food increases, and you
may see them foraging during the day.

Coyotes are opportunistic feeders and will

eat what is readily available, including mice,
rats, squirrels, raccoons, berTles and nuts.
They are attracted to communities due to the
abundance of food and shelter.

According to the Humane Society and the
Ministry of Natural Resources, coyotes are
mainly nocturnal hunters, primarily preying
on small mammals like rodents. Attacks on
people are rare, but it is recommended to
keep young children (infants and toddlers) at-
tended when outside, especially after dark. At-
tacks on pets are more common but still rare.

Recommendations From the Ministry of

Natural Resources
If you see a coyote, wolf, or fox:
e Keep your distance. The animal will likely

Stormy came to the rescue when he was found
shivering outside of a house in the country.
Stormy is now a 2.5 year old friendly guy who
loves to wrap around your legs and ask for
affection. He loves to give slow blinks and is
a gentle soul. He would love the company of
another cat as a playmate, but could also do
well on his own.

Stormy is spayed, microchipped and
dewormed.

Adoption fee: $275

o'

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

BF a5 Sumaa e 7

/

STOCK PHOTO

BE AWARE: With mating season in full swing, residents are encouraged to be aware of coyotes.

avoid you.

If you encounter an aggressive animal:

e Never approach or touch a wild animal.

¢ Do not turn your back or run from a wild
animal.

¢ Back away calmly and remain calm.

e Stand tall, wave your hands, and make
lots of noise.

e Carry a flashlight at night.

e If a wild animal poses an immediate threat

NEED A

BODY SHOP?

GIVE US A CALL
519-941-8254
FIND US ONLINE
www.fixauto.com

199 C-Line, Orangeville

{Across fram the local OPP station)

Interested in being part of the roots of our community? The
Orangeville Citizen has brought to life a seasonal glossy
lifestyle magazine showcasing the Headwaters Region and
surrounding areas. We believe every community has unique
and interesting stories to tell. And we’ve made it our job to

find them and share them with you.

To advertise in the next issue of Our Routes magazine,

email us at: contactus@ourroutes.com

Oty e

SPRING EDITION COMING APRIL, 2025

Booking deadline February 28, 2025

or danger to public safety, call 911.

To make your property uninviting:

¢ Use flashing lights, motion sensors, and
noise makers.

¢ Erect a two-meter-high fence that extends
at least 20 centimeters underground.

e Install a roller system on top of your fence
to prevent animals from gaining a foothold.

To prevent conflicts with dogs:

¢ Keep dogs inside at night.

e Clean up after your dog, as coyotes are at-
tracted to dog feces.

¢ Spay and neuter your dogs, as coyotes can
be attracted to and mate with unspayed or un-
neutered domestic dogs.

CLAXTON DENTURE CLINIC

DWIGHT CLAXTON pp
\
A A)

Implant and Denture Solutions
Same day relines and repairs

EAT o LAUGH e SMILE

NO REFERRALS NECESSARY
FREE CONSULTATION
ELECTRONIC CLAIMS PROCESSING
We will be participating in the
CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN

121 FIRST STREET UNIT 2 A, 141 MAIN STREET WEST,
ORANGEVILLE SHELBURNE

519-941-9510 519-925-9511
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(CLASSIFIEDS

519.925.2832  Fax: 519-925-5500 - email@shelburnefreepress.ca

Email, or call us for pricing. Classified cut-off time is 12 pm Tuesday

FOR RENT SERVICES

FOR RENT: Main Floor of bungalow, 2 Bdrms + den, 1 bath, HANDYMAN. You need it, I can do it for a fair price. Call
exclusive use of garage, laundry, 2 parking spaces, private Terry. 519-925-4310

HGME G F THE 5% Eu YER S PRE M[UM yard, non-smoking, $2,400.00 includes heat, hydro & lawn

maintenance. Call Chris 519-939-0231
Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers! VEHICLES WANTED

SCRAP CAR DISPOSAL - Cars, Trucks, Vans — Big or Small.
DO YOU NEED TO ~ &l Cash paid. Call Joe at 647-29fl‘-r;79r6u.C AR

THE 5% ‘STRAIGHT SHOOTER’ SALE ' B
FEBRUARY 18 - 22 | 5- DAYS OFSALES'

AUCTIONS

WITH 4000+ lots, this sale will be on fire! 111 WANTED I
The low 5% Buyers Premium and competitive selling o WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
commission means more ‘bang’ for your buck! We are F clburne P Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
here to chat if you have any questions. ree ress Year Round! Pick-up available!
. . - . : 416-889-9365. Peter
This auction features Fishing and Hunting Gear, (all 519-925-2832 to advertise. NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

Militaria and Collectibles, Firearms, Ammo, Brass &
Bullets, Vintage Publications, Edged Weapons, Bows,
Gun Parts, Reloading Tools and so much more.

In addition to the sought-after items listed above, this
auction will feature an outstanding Enfield Collection. Do you think
you have items of the same calibre?

DON'T MISS YOUR SHOT! CALL NOW. CONSIGN NOW.

“Join the fun and let us treat you like family too”
Call, text or email anytime! 519-288-2228
Lyn@kiddfamilyauctions.com

www.kiddfamilyauctions.com

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
CENTRE DUFFERIN RECREATION COMPLEX

Invites Applications for:

RECREATION ADMINISTRATION AND
CUSTOMER SERVICE ASSISTANT

For more information on the including employment period, wage range, duties, responsibilities
and submission deadlines, visit the link below: shelburne.ca/cdrc/careers

Shelburne Fair Board AGM

Is scheduled for Tuesday February 18th
Starting at 7pm
Shelburne Agricultural Building

Any questions or concerns please give Sue a call.

919-217-5606

PUZZLE SOLUTION

Frée PresSey
519.925.2832

Eligible candidates are invited to submit their resume to
Kim Fraser, Facility Administration Manager,
Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex, 200 Fiddle Park Lane, Shelburne, ON L9V 3C9
Email: cdrc@shelburne.ca

Please note the position applying for on cover page or in the email subject line.
We thank all the applicants who apply and advise that acknowledgement will only be forwarded
to those applicants who are invited for an interview.

Ca NOW
icerveR HIRING

EUSTAINABLE SOLUTIDNS

Ice River is currently looking for sixteen (16) Material Handler/QA Technician(s) to join our team. You
will be working at our Shelburne facility, located at 485387 30 Sideroad, Shelburne Ontario L9V 3N5.

A Production Operator (Material Handler/QA Technician) is responsible for sorting products on the
production line, operating forklifts to move materials, ensuring quality assurance compliance, and
performing equipment calibration. The operator is also tasked with data interpretation, software interfacing,
and maintaining accurate records. Working as part of a team, the operator focuses on meeting production
goals while maintaining safety, efficiency, and quality standards.

- Permanent, full-time positions, based on 80 hours of work per 2-week cycle, with occasional overtime. We are C u rre ntly See ki n g

Work an 8.5-hour rotating shift, days, afternoons, nights and weekends.

« Salary $21.35 - $22.40 per hour, with possibility of bonus; 10 days vacation plus extended medical,
dental, and long-term disability insurance & participation in our retirement savings plan.

« Inbound transportation costs for out of province applicants.

« Completion of high school required.

« Utilize analytical skills to interpret production data, identifying patterns, inefficiencies, and potential

improvements. Make data-driven recommendations to enhance the efficiency of sorting, increase
output quality, and reduce waste. Collaborate with team leaders to implement optimized workflows. RO“TES AVAI MBLE To
-Demonstrated ability to work independently on specific tasks and collaboratively within a small team
to achieve production goals in a fast-paced, high-volume setting.
- Certified and experienced in operating various forklifts, including models equipped with clamps, with DELWER WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
a strong emphasis on safety protocols, efficient loading techniques, and adherence to load capacities.
« Previous heavy equipment experience preferred. '
To view a comprehensive overview of the position, please go to https://jobs.dayforcehcm.com/en-US/ IN SH ELB“ RNE -
irss/CANDIDATEPORTAL/jobs/1755. Interested candidates please send a copy of your resume and cover

letter to cstewart@iceriversprings.com or write to:
Company

Ice River Springs Water Co. Inc. Ca" Debbie at 51 9-925-2832

485387 30th Sideroad

Shelburne, ON for more information.

L9V 3N5

Don’t go fishing for your news, community highlights, current events and more! |~
THE SHELBURNE FREE PRESS HAS YOU COVERED ONLINE AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY.

Shelburne
FI‘€€ PI’(?S’S\% 136 Main St W, Shelburne  519-925-2832 « shelburnefreepress.ca

PLEASE REGCYCLE -

o THIS NEWSPAPER!
Vaw  Todthon we con mikko w difporence O -
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CHURCH
DIRECTORY

PETER RICHARDSON PHOTOS

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY: Winter-
fest returned to the Mono Community
Centre on Sunday, Feb. 2 with a variety
of winter activities for attendees to par-
ticipate in. Residents bundled up to em-
brace the cold and enjoy cross-country
skiing, tobogganing, skating, live mu-
sic by Twisted Covers and horse-drawn
sleigh rides.

BETHEL BIBLE CHAPEL
419 Main Street East, Shelburne

Sunday Services - 9:45am Lord’s Supper

10:45am Family Bible Hour, Sunday School
Chapel 519-925-3910 or 519-278-0066
www.bethelshelburne.com - All Welcome!!

ABIDING PLACE
FELLOWSHIP

www.abidingplace.ca
519-925-3651

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00AM

Mel-Lloyd Centre, Entrance “F” Door,

167 Centre St, Shelburne

Pastor; Rev. Gord Horsley

L ome and o (Blesied

TRINITY
PRIMROSE

UNITED CHURCH

TRINITY PRIMROSE

UNITED CHURCH
200 Owen Sound Street, Shelburne
Sunday Service & Children’s Ministry

PRIMROSE UNITED CHURCH
486281 30th Sideroad, Mono
Worshipping at Trinity Primrose United Church

Office: 519 925 0905
email: communications@shelburneprimrose.com
www shelburneprimrose.com

ALL WELCOME

Upcoming Events

Our Seed Library is seeking donations!
Help our seed library grow by donating
spare, viable seed! Seed donations can
be dropped off at the main circulation
desk during open hours. Please label your
seeds with the variety, date it was harvest-
ed, and the location it was grown. For ex-
ample — Snow Peas, harvested Fall 2024,
Shelburne.

Our Seniors Tech Tutoring appoint-
ments are available on Tuesdays and
Thursdays (5pm-7pm).

It’s the perfect opportunity to ask your
tech questions in a non-judgmental en-
vironment. Call 519-925-2168 to book an
appointment.

Recommended read
Edge of Defiance by Kyla Stone:
Amid chaos, tyranny rises and freedom
demands a price. As the United States un-
ravels, Fall Creek endures a brutal winter
and ruthless adversaries, and the threat

Shelburne Public Library shares weekly news

has never been greater. Enemies from
within have taken control of the town--in-
cluding what little remains of the food.
Isolated, overpowered, and on the verge
of starvation, the townspeople are faced
with a desperate choice.

Why Jade recommends it: It's rare
that an entire series can maintain such
a high level of adrenaline and thrill with-
out major suspension of disbelief. This is
book 5 in the series, and if you're like me,
by now we love some characters and we
strongly dislike some others. The battle of
what is easy versus what is right is center-
stage, and the consequences for picking a
side are dire.

I usually recommend reading a series
in order, but this is one you must read in
order to understand the evolution of the
interpersonal relationships of the charac-
ters. If you're looking to try an audiobook
series, all of these are available on hoopla
and the narration is excellent.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

Tree Removal e Trimming e Stump Grinding
Land Clearing e Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

e

DELMAR ELECTRIC

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

”~

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group
FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated

211 Main St. E.
Shelburne, ON

Mortgage Broker

Carol Freeman

www.carolfreeman.ca L

ALL-MONT LTD.

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages @gmail.com

<=3 I~

SHELBURNE TIRE AND TOWING INC.

525401 5th Sidercad, Melancthon, RR &4 Shelburne, ON L9V 1¥5

579-925-5002 « 519-925-2795
Email: shelburnetireg@hotmail.com

-

"“Where Quality

and Service is
Crerr Priority "

VECZEZI  aupcesrne

AEF CONTAEDE

GARAGA

.

Mu&]u/u Brckkezf ing

BALANCING LS WISELY

EXPERTS

INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL
HOME AUTOMATION | GENERAC GENERATORS

1.800.231.9228 | 519.925.4037

www.delmare ic.ca
ECRESN Lisnsa M 7001232

thclburnce PreS S |Ii

SHELBURNE’S NEWSPAPER SIN

Call 5319-925-2832 to advertise.

Don’t like doing your books?

We offer comprehensive bookkeeping services, so
you can concentrate on what you do best!
Serving clients in Feversham and surrounding areas

GARAGE DOOR
EXPERTS

P Broken Spring

Broken Cable m > <

519-942-1956 + 1-800-957-5865 + www.allmontdoors.com

48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville Tel: 705-444-4674 Email: susan@mullinbookkeeping.ca or info@mullinbookkeeping.ca

-Junk Removal
-Garage &
Basement
* Bonded & insured Decluttering
* WSIB & CRA COMPLIANT 633&?1'1':%“’,&
* 5 year warranty

-Estate

NEWFENCE.CA

New Subdivision Spemallst
S ———
Decks:® Fencesi:Gates®

~ 5.5

Po;t.r Repla'cemen‘ﬁ |': i

Cleanouts

-Shed, Deck,
Fence & Hot-
tub Removal

=l

iTear Down & Dis
' o Tt

uﬁa@@ﬁm@@«»

L

!||
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47 Broadway Ave. ORANGEVILLE  919-942-2573

WSYiFoobD MARKET SEEy
e S

qa

INCREDIBLE
PRICE

/\ Wings

% Buffalo ™ ‘:.'

g

&
Louisiana'™
Style

Honey Garlic
L

g
Barbecue

Ranch
Dipping
Sauce ’..."
350mL |

61|9

CHOOSE FROM
7 VARIETIES.

Fully Cooked
Chicken Wings

9078/21b

INCREDIBLE
PRICE

Style Beef
Meatballs

89-95 PIECES 907 g
Other size available,

INCREDIBLE
PRIC

Chicken
Strips
27-33 PIECES
136kg/3lb
Also available,
Breaded Chicken
GIIYGLUTEN FREEL., -\
15-25PIECES 907 g/21b
$23.99 SAVE $10

Ultimate
Sauce

Flatbreads 440g-515¢
Choose from 6 varieties.

Party Pack
32 PIECES

Korean Style / 7
Fried Chickenj

Also available;
Puff Pastry Quartet &% "'.
4O'PIECES'720 8

$16.99SWESE

Jalapeiio
Cheese Stlcks
13-16 PIECES 454 ¢

Party Pack
- 38-46 PIECES

ij.
t?- f KoreanAppetlzer

Party Pack
21 PIECES 462 8
LIMITED TIME ONLY

Mini Franks -
in Pastry =
15PIECES 279 ¢ -

Potato Skms
5-7 PIECES 390 ¢

/ Also available,
Cream Cheese
and Cheddar

10-13 PIECES 360 ¢

Stuffed Jalapenos®
$9.99 SAVE $3

10-13 PIECES 360 8

.Pineapple
Mini-Skewers
20 PIECES 500/¢

Bacon Wrapped

Jalapeno Shooters
12 PIECES 255 8

Cocktail
Sauce
included

Shrimp Ring
£42-48 SHRIMP 454 ¢

BUY 1

cer1 50” OFE

Fall Off the Bone’® Back Ribs
1FULL RACK OF RIBS 510 ¢ - 680 8
Choose from 5 varieties.

Regular price $18.99 each

Battered _gﬂgese Curds 280¢

Pizza Rolls
8 PIECES 460 ¢
2 Varieties

Chicken Satay
with Peanut

Bacon Wrapped

Scallop Medallions
9-13 PIECES 300 ¢

* MULTI BUY x

$4 each when you buy 2 or more

Pot Pies
2258 - 250 ¢

Creamy a"

Regular price $5.49 each

To view the full flyer, scan the QR code

or go to mmfoodmarket.com

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 TO WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2025 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products within this flyer are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage
of these exclusive offers. Special pricing and promotions are not valid at M&M Food Market Express and other non-traditional stores, as they offer a limited range of products. We reserve the right to correct any errors. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.

L

Classic

Beef Stew
907g

Classic
Chicken {
Stew 907 g%

Pulled Pork

Philly Beef Steak
4 PORTIONS 336 ¢

Montreal Smoked Meat
2POUCHES x 200 ¢

Three Cheese
Pasta Bake

Smoked Beef Brisket, =
in BBQ Sauce 400 g e

2POUCHES x:340/¢ S

Homestyle
Tuna Casserole

il

Deluxe Meat

Lasagna

Broccoli Pasta
Bake & -

Also avallable,

« Vegetable Lasagna
« Fettuccine Alfredo
$13.99 save $§1

Mini Mocha
Cheesecakes
6 PIECES 330 ¢

D 10

S — -‘Lemon Squares 850¢

Pork Schnitze
5-7 PIECES 650 ¢

Sirloin Beef Meatballs
60-70 PIECES 907 ¢

Turkey Meatballs
78-83 PIECES 750 ¢

Cabbage &
3 Rolls

E ]

L Spicy Sesame !
i Chicken & Rice,,

Also available,

« Chicken Lasagna « Creamy Chicken Pasta
« Chicken Pad Thai - Chicken Teriyaki
$13.99save $3

(SAVE 4 Yol

Bars ss0g

Lemonicious™

Want to earn even more savings on what you love?
Link with Journie Rewards and get more than ever before!

JOURNIE

REWARDS

Download &
link today!

Program terms and
conditions apply.

Visit journie.ca/ourprogram
for more details.
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&

— LIMITED TIME =

' DOMINO’S HAT TRICK DEAL
| One Large 4 Topping Pizza,

ne Stuffed Chessy Bread and

Two 500ml Drinks

ahnd o

802 Main Street East, Shelburne ™

(all 519.925.2121 Domino’s

*Extra large may be available at select locations for an additional charge. Pricing may vary by location. An additional charge may apply for premium toppings, sauces,

extra cheese, and special pizza types including: Handmade Pan Pizzas, Thin Crust Pizzas, Gluten Free Pizzas and Feast Pizzas. Please refer to offer when ordering.
Limited time. Prices, participation, delivery area & delivery fee may apply,. Terms and charges may vary.




