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GRAND OPENING: A grand opening on Sept. 3 introduced the new Shelburne KFC to the community, located by the intersection of
Main Street East and Dufferin Road 124. Operated by Soul Foods Group Canada, which also operates the Orangeville KFC, the Shelburne
location marks the first time KFC has opened its doors locally. The company thanks residents for their support and patience throughout
the construction and opening processes. Management and executives attended the ribbon-cutting, which ceremonially opened KFC’s
newest location in Dufferin County. See full story on Page 3.

Residents raise concerns over county housing

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A group of local residents living in a Duf-
ferin County housing complex say long pe-
riods of noise, sleepless nights and repeated
complaints have left them frustrated with
what they believe has been a lack of mean-
ingful action from housing officials.

Several residents at 227 Williams Street
in Shelburne recently spoke about their ex-
periences at the complex, living with what
they describe as a loud and unruly tenant,
asking that their identities be withheld due to
concerns about ongoing tensions within the
building.

One resident, Angela Kennedy, was willing
to speak on the record and described what
she said was two weeks of constant noise
that left her sleep-deprived.

“For about two weeks straight, I was able
to get maybe a couple hours of sleep,” she
said. “It was the pounding and the yelling and
the screaming and the music playing over
and over and over again. They put on Head,
Shoulders, Knees and Toes, or Baby Shark,
and it just goes on and on, it doesn’t stop.”

The music, screaming and banging from a
fellow tenant are at the centre of their con-
cerns, and continue to occur at various hours
of the day and night.

Some residents say the problems have per-
sisted for years, while others who moved into
the building more recently say the situation
has made it difficult to comfortably live in
their apartments.

One anonymous resident said they moved
in recently and can’t regularly sleep in their
apartment because of the noise.

“I'moved [here] in 2026,” the resident said.
“I have slept, maybe, three weeks in the time
being in my apartment because I cannot tol-
erate it. I have trauma, PTSD. The scream-
ing, the loud music has affected my mental
health.”

They said they regularly stay elsewhere to
avoid the noise.

Residents said the impact has extended far
beyond an inconvenience.

The disturbances that continue to disrupt
their sleep can continue throughout the night
before beginning again following only a short
break. One resident said the sleep depriva-
tion has affected their mood and ability to
function normally.

Residents added that they have repeatedly
attempted to address the situation through
complaints to housing officials and calls to
police. They say recordings and documenta-
tion of the disturbances have also been pro-
vided to the County of Dufferin.

Their largest concern, however, is what
they describe as a lack of progress despite
those efforts.

Kennedy and the other residents recalled
a meeting with county housing officials at-
tended by approximately 15 people from the
complex. They said they entered the meet-
ing hopeful that having several residents de-
scribe similar experiences would lead to a
solution.

“When we had the meeting, I came in with
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226 First Ave, Shelburne

519-925-6857

www.gianttiger.com

Mon - Fri: 8am-9pm
Sat: 8am-7pm
Sun: 9am-6pm

a good feeling. I'm thinking, finally, they're
going to hear from everybody because we
had 15 people show up here, 15 different res-
idents show up here, and they all were saying
their piece. We had videos, we had record-
ings. I thought that the meeting was going to
go in our favour. Finally, they're going to do
something.”

Instead, Kennedy and the residents alleged
that county staff had a very different reac-
tion.

“They just looked at us,” Kennedy said.
“They said, ‘If you don’t like it, you can al-
ways move,”

For those who attended, the response left
them feeling as though their concerns had
been dismissed rather than addressed.

“Like moving is the easiest thing to do, just
pick up and leave,” Kennedy said. “They’re
not willing to fix the problem.”

The Shelburne Free Press reached out to
the County of Dufferin for comment, and the
county confirmed that a meeting did take
place with tenants, but declined to comment
further.

“Dufferin County hosted a meeting for all
tenants at 227 William Street in June to re-
view the complaint policy/process with those
who attended,” the county said. “In regard to
227 William Street, forms that must be com-
pleted to file a concern are available in the
common room at this location. To protect
privacy, the county cannot comment on indi-
vidual tenant cases.”

Continued on Page 8

ASSORT
REG $6.47
4475976

5-12 PACK
REG $3.50

MCCARTHY

= HEAET—
BROKERAGE
S512.925.6940

r..-—

[

-
j-‘- -

PRI
fn_J"'-é:_.__ g
h.‘- 4

The services performed on your
vehicle today may qualify for our

North American-wide, 3year/60K
PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE

ROY’S SERVICE CENTRE

Just South of Primrose on Highway 10 e 519-925-2847

¢ROYS .5,

CREWSON

INSURANCE BROKERS

FUESELY I EIN] DTN 5 B 4 LU AT T

éé& acaa,’efzt

919.925.3145

info@crewsoninsurance.com
crewsoninsurance.com

complete automotive service & repair

FREE
A/C

Performance

Check!

519-925-0044
autocareplus.ca

GNAPR
-—w
AUTOPRO

CLAXTON DENTURE CLINIC

DWIGHT CLAXTON pp

'S®' Implant and Denture Soluti h
[i:i “Same day relines and repairs {
EAT o LAUGH e SMILE

NO REFERRALS NECESSARY
FREE CONSULTATION
ELECTRONIC CLAIMS PROCESSING
WE NOW ACCEPT
Canadian Dental Care Plan Clients

121 FIRST STREET UNIT 2 A, 141 MAIN STREET WEST,
ORANGEVILLE SHELBURNE

519-941-9510 519-925-9511

FOR RENT DUNDRALK

APARTMEHT STUDIC OR 1 BED
UTILITIES INCLUDED

EEHICIHE DGWHSIEI G

RED BARON FROZEN Pizzas

OCTOCEUPANCY GET |
e T EREE e

MCCARTHY
e L T

B19.925.6948 KOCARTHY FA ~7 1.3

BOOKYOUR

McArthur Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration
Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 « Scott 519-843-5083
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

2L BARTLETT PEARS




2 THE SHELBURNE FREE PRESS | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

GAVIN WALKER PHOTOGRAPHY

JIM CUDDY JAMBOREE: A crowd gathers at Lyric Pond in Mulmur for the 21st annual Jim Cuddy Jamboree on Sept. 3. The annual event brings the community together in support of
local causes, with this year’s proceeds benefiting the Honeywood Arena Renovation Project and the Honeywood Firefighters Assoication and Creemore Firefighters Association.

Melancthon to hold election candidates meeting at Hornings Mill’'s Community Hall

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Ahead of the upcoming fall 2026 munici-
pal elections, Melancthon residents are or-
ganizing an all-candidates information night
on Sept. 16 at the Hornings Mills Community
Hall from 7 to 9 p.m.

This information night is designed to al-
low residents to meet directly with all can-
didates running for election in their munic-
ipality.

Karren Wallace, director of legislative
services and clerk for the Township of Wel-
lington North and an active resident of Mel-
ancthon, said the event is not something lo-
cals should miss, as municipal government

directly affects everyday life.

“Municipal governments are the closest to
the people and have the most direct impact
on our lives,” she said. “An all-candidates
meeting gives the opportunity for everyone
to know the candidates and their issues. In
the 2026 election, Melancthon has 10 candi-
dates wanting to fill three council seats, and
we have arace for mayor. People need to get
out and get informed.”

The meeting is designed to be an accessi-
ble forum for residents to listen directly to
candidates’ campaigns, goals, and priorities,
and to ask questions about local issues.

Candidates will be seated together at the
front of the meeting room at a shared table
and will be given a microphone to share

throughout the meeting. Seating order will
be in order of arrival from left to right.

The speaking order will be determined
by position and alphabetical order, starting
with the mayoral candidates, and finishing
with councillor candidates.

To begin, each candidate will have a
two-minute window for introductions, two
minutes to answer a question from the pub-
lic, and one minute for closing statements at
the end of the meeting.

Audience members who wish to ask ques-
tions must introduce themselves by name
and confirm whether they are a resident of
Melancthon, though non-residents may still
ask questions.

Questions must be appropriate and with-

in the jurisdiction of the municipal govern-
ment.

All rules will be explained by a neutral
moderator who will be overseeing the meet-
ing. The moderator will also determine if
questions are relevant to the meeting and
will enforce etiquette rules. Personal at-
tacks, interruptions, booing, cheering and
off-topic conversations are prohibited to
ensure a smooth meeting and that all candi-
dates’ time is respected.

The meeting will be an important oppor-
tunity for residents to directly engage with
municipal leaders in a controlled environ-
ment ahead of the election, allowing com-
munity members to hear directly from can-
didates about their platforms and goals.

Dufferin Oaks to host tours and conversations for first Community Engagemen Day

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Dufferin Oaks in Shelburne is opening
its doors to the public for an afternoon of
tours, exhibits and conversation on Sept. 18
for Community Engagement Day.

Diane Whitten-Franks, administrator of
Dufferin Oaks, said the day is meant to re-
inforce a simple message: residents don’t
stop being part of the community when they
move into long-term care.

“They remain parents, grandparents,
neighbours, volunteers, mentors, and
friends,” she said, adding that the relation-
ships residents keep with family, friends and
local organizations play a real role in their
well-being.

Shelburne
Home Hardware Building Centre

The event runs from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
long-term care home, and is open to the pub-
lic, though attendees were asked to RSVP
by Sept. 4 so staff could plan for food and
space. However, Whitten-Franks said any-
one who missed the RSVP window is still
welcome to stop by.

The afternoon will open with remarks
from Whitten-Franks, Dufferin Oaks CAO,
and a representative from Family Council.
Attendees can expect information tables, an
exhibit from the Museum of Dufferin, guid-
ed tours of the home, and a presentation on
Dufferin Oaks’ departments and services.
Light refreshments will be provided by Des-
tined to Bake, the home’s on-site café oper-

ator.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
UNDER SECTION 53 OF THE PLANNING ACT

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2026

The public meeting is scheduled to start at 6:30 p.m., or as shortly thereafter as possible, and
will be held in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Offices (2nd Floor), 203 Main Street East,
Shelburne. The purpose of the meeting is to consider the following planning application:

The proposed Consent application will facilitate a lot line adjustment between 18 School Road

on Plan 7R6441 will be transferred from 18 School Road to 20 School Road. The proposed
adjustment will modify the shared property boundary between the two existing lots and will not

A map showing the location of the subject properties is provided below.
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Whitten-Franks said the Museum of Duf-
ferin display, which will include photos trac-
ing the home’s history, is likely to be a high-
light of the day, along with the tours.

Dufferin Oaks houses 160 people, and
Whitten-Franks said community visits,
whether from a daycare group, a choir or a
volunteer dropping in for a chat, add variety
and a sense of normalcy to daily life at the
home.

“It gives residents opportunities to meet
different people, have new experiences and
stay connected to what is happening outside
of Dufferin Oaks,” she said.

Among the home’s regular partners are
the Shelburne Public Library, which brings
in books for residents to borrow, and the
Museum of Dufferin, which periodically sets
up historical displays that Whitten-Franks
said tend to spark conversation and old
memories.

EarlyON and Highland Daycare visits give
residents time with younger children, while
the United Church, Abiding Place Ministry
and the Seventh-Day Adventist Choir are
among the faith groups that visit regularly.
The Pine River Choir and other entertainers
also perform at the home, alongside month-
ly music therapy sessions and physiothera-
Py services.

Whitten-Franks pointed to residents who
were once teachers as an example of how
those visits can land.

“A few of our residents have been teach-
ers, and you see that when the children
come into the home, that really brings that
teacher history back out in them,” she said.

Halloween is one of the more anticipated
visits of the year, when children from local
daycares come through the home in cos-
tume.

“That’s not only for the residents, but the
staff here — it’s one of our favourite days,”
Whitten-Franks said.

Therapy animal visits draw a similar re-
sponse.

Whitten-Franks recalled a resident moved

FILE PHOTO

OPEN DOORS: Dufferin Oaks is opening
their doors for tours and conversation at it’s
Community Engagement Day on Sept. 18.

to tears during a recent puppy visit.

“She was just so happy to hold the puppy
and have that experience,” she said, adding
that staff feel it too. “It’s so rewarding. When
you see them crying, it brings tears to your
eyes too.”

As a county-run home, Dufferin Oaks
depends on support from Dufferin Coun-
ty council and local ratepayers, Whit-
ten-Franks said. She noted that long-term
care homes across the province are man-
aging increasingly complex resident needs
alongside workforce and funding pressures.
Despite that, she said the county remains
committed to delivering compassionate,
high-quality care.

Whitten-Franks said she hopes the event
pushes back on a narrow public picture of
long-term care. She said media coverage
tends to focus on the rare cases where some-
thing goes wrong, often missing the day-to-
day relationships built by nurses, personal
support workers, dietary and housekeeping
staff, recreation staff and others.

“They come to work each day determined
to make a positive difference in residents’
lives,” Whitten-Franks said.

This is the first year Dufferin Oaks has
hosted Community Engagement Day. Whit-
ten-Franks said the turnout will help shape
how the home approaches the event in fu-
ture years.
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Written By JAMES MATTHEWS

The Dufferin Paramedic Service has seen
a decrease in the time paramedics spend at
hospitals after transporting a patient.

The paramedic service provided to county
council an activity report for the period from
Jan. 1 to June 30.

According to the report tabled when
council met Aug. 27, paramedics have ex-
perienced offload delays in 17.1 per cent of
patient transports, continuing a five-year
downward trend.

This reflects an improvement compared
to 2022, when 23.4 per cent of patient trans-
ports resulted in offload delay, and 2025
when the rate was almost 19 per cent.

During the first six months this year, DCPS
paramedics spent a total of 134 hours wait-
ing in hospital to transfer patient care. By
comparison, DCPS recorded 519 total hours
of offload delay in 2022 and 284 total hours
in 2025.

“Offload delay remains an ongoing area
of focus for DCPS and its hospital partners,
with continued efforts underway to identify
efficiencies and implement process improve-
ments,” Chief Paramedic Gary Staples wrote
in the report.

The service’s call volume is down one per
cent compared with 2022 and 5.9 per cent
compared with 2025. But overall demand for
service remains relatively stable.

The patient volume has increased 2.8 per
cent compared with 2022, but it’s down 6.2
per cent compared with 2025. More patients
are being transported than in 2022 despite
relatively stable call volume.

All 2026 targets are currently being ex-
ceeded, and response performance remains
strong across all target categories.

“(DCPS) has exceeded all established re-
sponse time performance targets,” accord-
ing to the report. “Based on current perfor-
mance trends and sustained achievement
across all target categories, it is recommend-
ed that the existing response time targets be
maintained for 2027.”

Code Zero, also called Code Red, incidents
have declined significantly since the Medical
Priority Dispatch System (MPDS) was intro-
duced in December 2025. This means ambu-
lances are available more consistently when
emergencies occur, Staples said. Code Zero
occurs when no Dufferin County ambulanc-
es are available to respond to emergency
calls.

DCPS experienced 30 Code Zero inci-
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Dufferin paramedics improve response, shorten downtime

dents, resulting in a total of eight hours with
no ambulances available in Dufferin County.
By comparison, over the full 2022 calendar
year, DCPS experienced 204 Code Zero in-
cidents and 79 total hours of no ambulance
availability.

In 2025, DCPS experienced 182 incidents
and 82 total hours. The significant down-
ward trend in both the number of incidents
and total hours is directly related to the im-
plementation of the MPDS, according to the

county.
In addition to Code Zero incidents,
high-priority responses, overtime, and

missed meal breaks have declined since
the implementation of the MPDS. Some
lower-priority patients have waited longer
during busy periods, but complaints remain
low.

Overall, the new system is improving am-
bulance availability and day-to-day opera-
tions.

Paramedic services are required each year
to report response time performance for the
previous calendar year by March 31 and es-
tablish response time performance targets
for the upcoming year to Oct. 31.

For the period of Jan. 1 to June 30, DCPS
exceeded all established response time per-

formance targets. Based on current perfor-
mance trends and sustained achievement
across all target categories, it is recommend-
ed that the existing response time targets be
maintained for 2027.

County councillor Chris Gerrits, Ama-
ranth’s mayor, said he is very impressed with
the response times, especially in the coun-
ty’s rural areas. There was discussion when
council last discussed decreasing response
times that there may have been a need for
another satellite ambulance station in the
county.

Staples said there was a recommenda-
tion in the 2025 ambulance master plan to
consider a satellite paramedic station in the
county’s northern end if it could be financial-
ly and operationally possible.

“If we were to do something at this point
and just move an ambulance to that station
for a period of time, we most likely would
be actually degrading our service that we're
providing to Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand
Valley,” Staples said. “That is where 75 to 85
per cent of our call are.”

The rest of the paramedic service’s call
are spread over a vast area.

“We might not actually make a difference
if we just move an ambulance there,” he said.

KFC opens new Shelburne location as town’s commercial landscape continues to grow

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Shelburne has a new fast-food location at
the corner of Main Street East and Dufferin
Road 124.

As Shelburne continues to expand and
grow, new businesses continue to make
their way into the community, both local
and beyond.

One of the newest businesses is Kentucky
Fried Chicken (KFC), which hosted its offi-
cial grand opening celebration on Thursday,
Sept. 3. A ribbon-cutting with staff and own-
ers officially kicked off the event.

Bernie Green, the general manager of

Soul Foods Group Canada, the franchise
owners of this KFC location, said they are
excited to begin operations in town.

“Soul Foods and KFC, we're very excited
to be operating in the Shelburne communi-
ty,” he said. “We're excited with the warm
reception we’ve had from the community.
We'’ve recruited some great people from the
Shelburne community to come and work on
our team.”

The location opened its doors at the
nearly completed plaza at the intersection
of Main Street East and Dufferin Road 124,
just across the street from No Frills. The
grand opening featured a newly furnished
interior to welcome guests, and employees

handed out coupons for discounted items to
all visitors coming through the door.

The scene was lively, with a steady stream
of customers and guests coming in to see
the new KFC location.

The new restaurant features the new
technology that defines modern fast food.
Self-serve kiosks beside the counter help
customers place orders faster for easier ser-
vice, though they can still order directly as
always.

Green said that, despite being confident
in the location’s potential, the team was
pleasantly surprised by the attention and
excitement they saw from the community:.

“We knew it would be a good site,” he

said. “I don’t think we were anticipating
the demand that was coming from the Shel-
burne community for a KF'C to appear here
and the buzz that’s been created, particular-
ly as the local people have started working
for us. It has surprised us pleasantly, and we
continue to welcome them into our restau-
rant.”

With the grand opening now complete,
KFC’s arrival marks another addition to
Shelburne’s growing commercial land-
scape. With strong community interest from
the outset and local residents joining the
restaurant’s staff, the new location is poised
to quickly become part of the community it
was built to serve.

Dufferin Farm Tour returns with five farms opening their doors to visitors this October

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

The Dufferin Farm Tour will return Sat-
urday, Oct. 3, giving visitors an opportunity
to visit five working farms across Dufferin
County.

The self-guided tour runs from 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. and is free, rain or shine.

Participating farms will offer visitors
an opportunity to learn about modern ag-
riculture, meet farm families and see how
products including beef, chicken, grain, lav-
ender, maple syrup and Christmas trees are
produced.

The tour is marking its 27th year. It be-
gan in 1998 and has welcomed thousands of
children and adults, helping connect rural
and urban communities.

“Most people only experience farming
from the grocery store shelf,” said Kent
Campbell of the Dufferin Farm Tour com-
mittee. “This is a rare opportunity to meet
the families behind the food, ask questions,
and experience agriculture firsthand.”

This year’s participating farms include:

¢ A fifth-generation family farm that has
expanded into grain handling and storage.

e A modern Holstein dairy operation
showcasing modern dairy farming.

e A Christmas tree and maple syrup
farm.
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SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19™ 2026 9AM - 12PM
110 OFLYNN ST, SHELBURNE

¢ A lavender and sunflower farm that pro-
duces handcrafted natural skincare prod-
ucts.

e A family farm raising sustainable beef,
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GET MOOO-VING: The annual Dufferin Farm
Tour is back for its 27th year, featuring five
local farms.
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lamb and chicken.

Visitors can meet farmers, see farm
equipment, interact with livestock, watch
demonstrations and purchase locally grown
products at participating farms.

Dufferin County is home to more than 700
farms, which contribute to the local econo-
my and produce food for consumers across
Ontario.

Admission is free. Visitors are encour-
aged to make a voluntary donation of a
non-perishable food item to support local
food banks. Refreshments and local food
and products will also be available for pur-
chase at participating farms.

Advance registration is recommended.

For more information and registration,
visit: dufferinfarmtour.com

held on Monday, October 26th, 2026:
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OFFICES

Mayor One (1) to be elected
Councillor Three (3) to be elected

SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES

mail in late September/early October.

voters’ list and your information is correct.
Dated this 2nd day of September 2026.

Denise B. Holmes, Clerk/Returning Officer
157101 Highway 10

Melancthon, ON, L9V 2E6

L9V 2E6

(519) 925-5525 Ext 101
dholmes@melancthontownship.ca

THE CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF

&Melancthun

Township of Melancthon

Notice of Election Information
Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (s. 40)

Municipal Elections in the Township of Melancthon for the following offices will be

French Public - Conseil scolaire Viamonde - One (1) to be elected

ALL VOTING IN THE TOWNSHIP OF MELANCTHON MUNICIPAL ELECTION WILL
TAKE PLACE BY TELEPHONE OR INTERNET VOTING

Eligible voters will receive a voter instruction letter by mail outlining details on how
to vote. This letter will provide voters with their Personal Identification Number (PIN)
for access to the electronic voting system.
website to vote by internet and the phone number to vote by telephone. Check your

Voting Period: Telephone and internet voting is available 24 hours a day from: Friday,
October 16, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. to Monday, October 26, 2026 at 8:00 p.m.

Voter Help Centre will be available to the public at the Township Office, 157101 Highway
10, Melancthon for your voting convenience or if you require assistance to vote on the
following dates and times: Friday, October 16, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday,
October 19 to Friday, October 23, 2026 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Monday,
October 26, 2026 (Voting Day) from 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Accessibility: It is the goal of the Township of Melancthon to ensure that all Electors who
have a disability or an issue with accessibility are provided with the best opportunity to
vote as independently as possible in the 2026 Municipal Election.

Residents requiring assistance and/or accommodations to vote are encouraged to
contact the Clerk’s Office (519) 925-5525 Ext 101 or dholmes@melancthontownship.
ca by October 5, 2026. The Township of Melancthon Municipal Election Accessibility
Plan 2026 is available on the Township’s website under Election 2026.

Voting Proxies: Voting proxies will not be granted for this election. Voters can vote by
internet anywhere there is internet access, using a computer or device that is capable of
connecting to the internet, or by telephone from anywhere in Canada or the continental
United States using either a home phone or mobile phone.

Call or visit the Clerk’s Office at Melancthon Township Office to ensure you are on the

The letter will also provide voters with the
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UPINION

Short-sighted against big oil and grocery kings

“Have you heard what’s the latest social
havoc?”

Harold, who usually meets me at the
bench. | swear he times it. Harold isn’t his
name. That’s just how | refer to him in my
internal dialogue.

| take walks when the walls start to close
in, and the din of chatter in and out of
my head becomes cacophonous. | sit at
a bench along the main drag in the town
where | live. More often than not, | meet up
with Harold at some point.

“Something called the Door Kick Chal-
lenge,” he said.

What’s that now?

“I'd heard about it from the kids,” he
said.

He said it was one of those social media
trends going around like a start-of-school
stomach virus. The Door Kick Challenge is
when one person heaves a heavy-booted
foot at a door at night while another person
records it for social media. It scare-wakes
the people inside, stirring fear and panic as
the knuckleheads run off.

| don’t have any social media, but |
looked into it afterwards. The trend is also
called Donkey Kick Doors or Donkey Door
Kicks. Something. And it happens in the
late evening or very early in the morning.

“Imagine,” he said. “You’re just done
with the toothbrush, the dishwasher is
humming downstairs, and you’re pulling
the blankets up to your chin. That kick in
the dark is how your day ends.”

Or how the day starts, | said. You're
tucked into the bunk, listening after the big
thump to hear if somebody’s broken into
the place. The wife would be livid, | said.
They’d have a little Irish blonde woman
looking to tear a strip off somebody.

“Neighbour across the street is installing
exterior lights with sensors,” Harold said.

Bit drastic, | said. Kids arsing around,
that’s all. | told him about some of the
antics of me and my buddies. Raiding
apple trees, people’s backyard berry
patches, throwing snowballs at taxis to get
them to chase us, | said.

“A different time,” Harold said. “Exterior

‘Wait for September’

Making predictions in print is rarely a
good idea, and saying ‘l told you so’ is
always rude, but rules are made to be
broken. On 10 June, one week before the
short-lived ‘Memorandum of Understand-
ing’ (MoU) on the Middle East war was
signed, | wrote a piece on that war that
predicted what would happen next.

It said: “The next few months should
be eventful but not alarming: ceasefires
made, broken and remade on the US-Iran
front, while Gaza rots... Come September,
however, things will probably start to get
exciting, because the elections will create
deadlines. Not for Iran, of course, but for
Trump and for Netanyahu.”

I’m not claiming any great insight here.
To the contrary, I’'m pointing out that the
probable course of events was so obvious
as to be almost inevitable. The Iranians
had already won just by not losing, and
Donald Trump had no cards left to play.

It wasn’'t yet clear that his cartoon-
ish defence secretary, Pete Hegseth,

had already managed to squander most
of America’s large stockpile of preci-
sion-guided bombs and missiles with no
visible effect on Iranian strategy, but that
doesn’t really matter anyway. American
weapons are of no relevance so long as

bree
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Iran can keep control of the Strait of Hor-
muz.

So Trump oscillated between fantasy
diplomatic breakthroughs and pointless
military threats through the whole sum-
mer, while most of us got on with our
lives and relatively few people were killed.
However, September was bound to follow,
and with it comes the prospect of national
elections in both Israel (27 October) and
the United States (3 November).

As things stand now, Netanyahu’s coa-
lition will lose its majority in the Knesset.
He could even end up in jail. Trump’s pres-
idency is not at stake in these ‘mid-term’
elections but his party could easily lose
control of the House of Representatives,
which would open the door to impeach-
ment proceedings.

Either man would benefit greatly from
a military victory right about now - and
although Trump is still cross about the
way Netanyahu suckered him into a sur-
prise attack on Iran that backfired, the two
do have a way of egging each other on
into doubtful enterprises that neither man
might risk alone.

So what kind of enterprises are we
talking about here? The context is military,
and the lead would have to come from the

O 3 years = $125.00 plus HST ($131.25)

lighting isn’t drastic at all with the maraud-
ing social media followers and the rac-
coons.”

Hardly marauders, | said. Let’s not lose
our heads in all of it. And | asked him about
the raccoons.

“Working thumbs and problem-solving
brains,” Harold said. “I can’t get a compost
bin with a mechanism the raccoons can’t
figure out. They’re not far from conspiring.”

I’m pretty certain Harold is harmless.

Gaggles of people had been walking
by us since we started talking. One of the
nearby stores sells used books. A young
woman who works there had been plac-
ing books for sale in some of those plastic
milk crates arranged along a piece of the
sidewalk. Her movement had stuttered a
bit. Perhaps she caught wind of Harold’s
raccoon theory and was deciding if she’d
actually heard what she thought he’d said.
Maybe she was less certain of Harold’s
harmlessness.

Harold sat next to me on the bench. He
usually stands and smokes a cigarette or

United States because America has 35
times the population of Israel. There are
really only two things Trump could do that
might persuade Iran’s rulers to compro-
mise on their claim to control the Strait of
Hormuz.

One is a mass aerial onslaught on all
the foundations of Iran’s status as a poor
but ‘developed’ country: industry, trans-
port, electrical power, oilfields, water sup-
ply, desalination plants, etc. “Bomb them
back to the Stone Age,” as US Air Force
General Curtis LeMay once put it (refer-
ring to Vietnam).

But Trump has already tried that once
- “A whole civilisation will die tonight,” as
he declared last April — only to call it off
at the last minute when the Iranians didn’t
waver in their defiance. He still has lots of
‘dumb bombs’ to carry out his threats, but
he’d actually have to start the mass killing
next time before anybody would take him
seriously.

The only remaining alternative, for a
leader desperate to end a war that he
should never have started, is a threat to
drop a single low-yield nuclear warhead
in some sparsely populated part of the
target country — or maybe skip the threat,
because your credibility is shot. Just
explode the bomb first, and then invite the

THAT'S THE HOT

THE BUSTLE IN THE HEDGEROW

JAMES MATTHEWS

sips a coffee while
we wag chins. But he
said money had got-
ten tight and the vices
were out.

“Certain  conces-
sions have to be made for present eco-
nomic uncertainty,” Harold said. “The oil
companies, the grifting wealthy, and the
grocery kings are grinding us all down.”

Nothing we can do, | said. The way of
the world and all that.

He fished his wallet from his pocket and
opened it. He looked inside, and his face
changed as if it brightened.

| asked him if he was okay.

“I’'m going to be just fine,” he said and
plucked a folded lottery ticket from his
wallet. “Been hanging onto this. If | cash it
now before things get too hard it’ll end up
wasted, so I've hung onto it.”

He unfolded it and showed me its face.
| said, You know they’re only good a year
from the draw date, right? And then the
light went from his eyes.

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

enemy for talks.

This is an ever-
green topic in strate-
gic circles. From the
very beginning of the nuclear era, strate-
gic theorists have struggled to find ways
to make nuclear weapons ‘useful’. That is
to say, usable for purposes beyond mere
deterrence against an attack by another
nuclear power.

Never mind the hypocrisy of two coun-
tries that have had nuclear weapons for
several generations (60 years for Israel, 80
years for US) dropping a nuclear bomb on
a country that has never had one, on the
grounds that it might get one some day.
Just consider what Iran would do next.

It would do nothing. Absolutely nothing,
except to make clear the horror of what
the Americans and/or the Israelis had
done. Every American alliance would be
wrecked, every deal would be null and
void.

The Good Old Days when ‘international
law’ meant something (not much, but
something) may be gone, but neither the
United States nor Israel has a real nuclear
option against Iran. The tricky bit is how to
ensure that people like Donald Trump and
Pete Hegseth understand that they don’t
have that option.
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Streams marks 10 years of creating creative spaces for youth

There is a photograph from the very be-
ginning of Streams that I love. Four of us are
sitting in a room talking about the future: our
three board members at the time, Marva Tyn-
dale, Tanya Fowlow and me, along with An-
drew, my co-founder in Streams and in life.
We are planning an organization that does
not yet exist.

There is another image from those ear-
ly days that feels just as telling. I am sitting
at our glass kitchen table, writing program
ideas directly onto the tabletop with a dry-
erase marker. That was Streams before there
was much of anything else: a kitchen table,
and a few people with an idea, and if I am
being honest, an idea that was not always
particularly clear.

At one point Andrew and I invited a group
of friends into our living room to pitch them
our vision. These were the sort of friends
who could call each other and say, “We have
an idea,”. Back then, Streams was going to
be a community coffeehouse, with a stage
where young artists could perform, walls
where visual artists could show their work,
and room for musicians, actors and creatives
to engage with the community around what
they were making.

Our friends looked at us like we were nuts,
and in fairness, we kind of were. But there
was something underneath that early idea
that was real. We just did not yet have the
language for it. It took older, wiser and more
experienced voices around us to help us
mine the idea: What were we actually trying
to create? Who was it for? What need were
we trying to meet? Little by little, Streams be-

streams!

creative hulb

gan to take shape.

This October, Streams turns 10. There is
gratitude in writing that number, and also a
fairly substantial dose of: how on earth are
we still standing? Because 10 years of com-
munity work is expensive. I mean that finan-
cially, certainly, but I also mean it in every
other sense. This has been sacrificial work,
with long days and sleepless nights, and gaps
in money, in capacity and in people, between
what we knew and what we needed to know.

I have often told our staff that we are
building the plane while we fly it. From the
ground, perhaps the plane looks impressive
enough. Inside, there are roughly four ham-
sters running furiously on wheels trying to
keep the thing in the air. And somehow, here
we are.

But if you ask me what I am proudest of
after 10 years, it is not the plane. It is the peo-
ple.

I still remember our very first program
registration. We had set the full registration
fee at $125 and offered a half-price option of
$62.50 for families who needed it. The first
family to register paid the full amount, and
then they paid for somebody else. They were
not the only ones who did that. I remember
thinking, now I know what this community
is made of.

Before we had much infrastructure, before

we had years of programs or productions or
a Hub of our own, people understood some-
thing fundamental about what we were try-
ing to build. There should be room. If one
child could access an opportunity, perhaps
we could make room for another. That in-
stinct has carried Streams for 10 years.

And in that time, the children grew. Some
of the little ones who came through our doors
in the early years are teenagers and young
adults now. Some have come back to work,
volunteer, lead and mentor. Some will be part
of our 10th anniversary celebration, telling
their own stories about what this place has
meant to them. I am glad they will, because
they tell the story better than I ever could.

You can count programs and performanc-
es and registrations. You can measure schol-
arships and audiences and hours of instruc-
tion. But the thing I am proudest of is hard-
er to put into a spreadsheet. It is the young
person who found somewhere safe, the child
who discovered something in themselves,
the teenager who found confidence. It is the
friendships. The belonging. The transforma-
tion that happens when a young person is
given space to be fully known, fully encour-
aged and challenged to become more of who
they already are.

This work has never felt more necessary.
That is what we are gathering to celebrate on
Oct. 6: 10 years of it, together, in front of the
whole community. We're calling it The Good
Old Fashioned Telethon: three hours of live
broadcast on Rogers Dufferin, also streamed
online for anyone watching from home.

There will be performances, stories, famil-

iar faces, a few surprises, and, yes, we will be
asking people to give. But I hope when peo-
ple hear that ask, they understand what they
are actually being asked to invest in.

You may think you are giving us mon-
ey to buy paint and canvases. You are. You
may think you are helping us pay for scripts,
props, instruments, instructors or a place for
a child to spend an afternoon. You are.

But underneath all of that, you are helping
create a chance. A safe place to land before
life convinces a young person that they do
not belong anywhere. A place to find people
before isolation takes hold. A place to dis-
cover capability before a label becomes an
identity. A place to make something, perform
something, learn something, belong some-
where and begin to imagine a future larger
than whatever circumstances may be press-
ing in around them. You are helping give
young people the chance to become every bit
of who they were born to be.

Ten years ago, we were writing ideas on a
kitchen table. Ten years later, I look around
and see young people whose stories now
contain Streams. That is humbling, and it is
also why we are still running those hamster
wheels.

On Oct. 6, we are going to stop for a few
hours and celebrate what this community
has built. And then, God willing, we will keep
building, because there are more kids com-
ing through the door, and there needs to be
room for them too.

This week’s Community Voice column
was written by Juli-Anne James, executive
director of Streams Community Hub.

Headwaters Health Care Centre and county make progress on new ambulance deal

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS

The contract for ambulance service be-
tween Dufferin County and Headwaters
Health Care Centre has been extended again
while both sides seek common ground to
form a new agreement.

After about eight months of talks to that
end, there is just one issue outstanding be-
fore a new contract can be inked, said Gary
Staples, chief of Dufferin County Paramedic
Services.

He said that issue could be resolved in the
coming weeks.

Dufferin County council supported the
development of a comprehensive 2025 para-
medic service master plan and service de-

livery review carried out by Operational Re-
search in Health (ORH) Ltd. The final report
was received in early 2026.

The service delivery review included an
assessment of the existing governance mod-
el for land ambulance services, stakeholder
consultations, and careful consideration of
how Dufferin County can best deliver ambu-
lance services to the community.

The final recommendation was to main-
tain the current partnership between the
county and Headwaters Health Care Centre.
The review also strongly recommended that
the partnership be supported by a more ro-
bust commercial contractual agreement.

Staples said considerable work has been
completed on the updated agreement.

FILE PHOTO

WORKING TOGETHER: Dufferin County and Headwaters Health Care Centre have extend-
ed their ambulance service agreement while negotiations continue on a new contract.
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Outdated language has been revised, ac-
countability provisions for both parties are
stronger, a Contract Review Committee was
established, and there is greater clarity of fi-
nancial responsibilities.

A comprehensive legal and insurance re-
view has also been completed to ensure the
proposed agreement appropriately address-
es risk, liability, indemnification, insurance
requirements, and the respective responsi-
bilities of both parties.

A report to council for its Aug. 27 meeting
indicated that work has helped inform the

proposed agreement language and identify
matters requiring further discussion before
the agreement can be finalized.

“As consensus has not yet been reached,
the existing agreement must be extended
until such time as the terms of a new agree-
ment can be finalized,” according to a report
to council.

Staples said it was suggested there should
be a more “robust commercial” agreement.

The previous agreement, which was set to
expire Aug. 31, was extended to ensure no
disruption to ambulance service.

T
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Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand Valley, Mono, Melancthon and Mulmur

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED

Drive a School bus and make a difference in a child's education.

SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME

Drive with purpose and earn more.
Join our team of school bus drivers and enjoy extra pay.

PROFESSIONALTRAINING

Attridge Transportation Inc. is providing friendly training for steady
part-time bus drivers (and in some cases spare drivers).

Professional Experience not required.
Vehicles are all automatic.

Attridge Transportation is an inclusive and accessible employer. We welcome a diverse range

of candidates to apply for this position. Including people with disabilities. Accommodations
are available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

APPLY TODAY!

attridge.com
Call 1-888-749-1515 or Email jobs@attridge.com
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Have an idea for a sports story?
Did your team win the championships?

We’d love to hear from you!
Email us at: sam@Ipcmedia.ca
with all of the details.

Spartans Xl defeat Shelburne Strikers at KTH Park in close game

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Shelburne Strikers fell short by seven
runs as the Spartans XI won a cricket game
held at KTH Park in Shelburne on Sunday,
Sept. 6.

The Spartans won 114-107.

The Strikers’ spin bowler Ramandeep
Singh had a standout bowling performance,
completing a hat-trick with the final three de-
liveries of the innings, taking down Gurpreet
Dhameja, Lovepreet Singh Gill and Anush
Singh. He got four Spartans batters out while
allowing only 10 runs, but it wasn’t enough to
take the game.

With their first at bat, the Spartans XI
scored 114 runs, meaning the Strikers need-
ed 115 to win.

“We had a very simple strategy; we just had
to bowl first, get them [the Spartans] out on a
low score, which we did at 114 and then had
to bat and chase that game,” explained Onkar
Sharan, Strikers captain. “We were very suc-
cessful in chasing, then the last tragedy hap-
pened.”

With the help of Strikers’ Meet Chaudhari,
who scored 50 runs, and Neel Chaudhari
scoring 20 runs, the Strikers reached 104

runs with four batters out. With a total of
eight Strikers players suited up for Sunday’s
game and 42 balls remaining, they needed 11
more runs to win.

Unfortunately, the Strikers were only able
to score three more runs, thanks in huge part
to Spartan’s bowler Gurpreet Singh Bhullar,
who got Meet Chaudhari out after his 50-run
scoring output; then he got Onkar Sharan out
and, on the very next ball, got Ajitesh out.

After falling short of the win by 107 runs,
Onkar Sharan looks ahead at what his team
needs to do to be victorious in their rematch
against them.

“First thing we need to do is have a full
team of 11 players and then we go with seven
batsmen and four bowlers and two all-round-
ers,” said Sharan.

The top players of the game from the Shel-
burne Strikers were Meet Chaudhari and Ra-
mandeep Singh

Chaudhari was named Player of the Match
despite his team’s loss. He scored 50 runs
and took two wickets while bowling.

Singh delivered an excellent bowling per-
formance, taking four wickets, including a
hat-trick.

From the Spartans XI, the top player was
Gurpreet Singh Bhullar, who delivered a

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

STRIKING SUCCESS: The Spartans X| team celebrates following their victory at KTH Park

in Shelburne on Sunday, Sept. 6.

game-changing performance. He took five
wickets and got several crucial Shelburne
batters out at a critical time.

Next game for the Strikers is Saturday,
September 12 at 8 a.m. in a rematch against
the Spartans XI at KTH Park in Shelburne.

Police News: Dufferin OPP stay busy with robbery, drug seizure and collison

Shelburne Mini Storage
robbed, police seek public’s
help finding suspect

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers are investigating a break and enter
at a storage facility in Shelburne.

On Sept. 2, between approximately 7:03
a.m. and 2:50 p.m., a lone male suspect at-
tended Shelburne Mini Storage on Victoria
Street and gained entry to the property.

Once inside, the suspect broke into nu-
merous storage units by cutting off the
locks.

The suspect remained on the property
for several hours and changed his clothing
multiple times throughout the incident.

The suspect is described as a white male,
believed to be in his 30s. He was wearing a
blue rain jacket, black pants and gloves and
was seen riding a black scooter.

The investigation remains ongoing.

Anyone with information, including vid-
eo surveillance or dash camera footage
from the area around the time of the inci-
dent, is asked to contact the Dufferin OPP
at 1-888-310-1122 with incident number
E261272950.

To remain anonymous, contact Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

Motorcycle passenger sustains
life-altering injuries following
collision in Mulmur

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP),
along with Dufferin County EMS attended
a serious single motor vehicle collision in
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SUSPECT SOUGHT: Dufferin OPP are seek-
ing the public’s help identifying a male sus-
pect after several storage units were broken
into at Shelburne Mini Storage on Sept. 2.

Mulmur on Sept. 5.

At approximately 12:20 p.m., officers at-
tended River Road in Mulmur for the report
of a serious collision involving a motorcy-
cle with driver and passenger.

As aresult of the collision, the passenger
on the motorcycle sustained life-altering
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Zoe Cuff is a local athlete who loves and plays many sports. You
can find Zoe on the soccer pitch playing defence or goalie and on
the basketball court as a guard. She also enjoys playing tennis,
badminton, swimming, skating and long jump during track & field.

“My favourite sport to play is volleyball,” Zoe said.

When she isn’t playing sports, Zoe enjoys singing, learning to play
the guitar, or doing arts such as making bracelets, making slime
and detailed colouring.

Zoe shares her most memorable sporting moment.

“When | was on the school basketball team last year, | had to take
a free throw, missed the first one and the second went in clean. My
team went wild. I loved the feeling of helping my team,” she said.

“We won the game.”

This coming fall, Zoe intends to play volleyball or any sport that her

TEAM: THE GRIZZLIE

school may offer.

injures and was transported to a local hos-
pital and then later transferred by air Ornge
to a Toronto area trauma centre

River Road between Prince of Wales
Road and 15 Sideroad in Mulmur was
closed for several hours as officers contin-
ue their investigation.

The investigation is continuing and any-

. one who may have witnessed the collision

is asked to contact the Dufferin OPP 1-888-

' 310-1122.

If you had witnessed the collision and
wish to speak to victim services, Caledon/
Dufferin Victim Services can be reached at

~ 905-951-3838.

Dufferin OPP seize suspected
stolen tools, meth, cash and
Dodge Ram truck

Two Orangeville residents face several
charges after Dufferin Ontario Provincial
Police (OPP) officers located a large quan-
tity of tools and copper wire that they be-
lieve to be stolen.

Thousands of dollars’ worth of copper
wire and property, including power tools,
was recovered as well as cash and meth-
amphetamine from a Dodge Ram truck in
Orangeville on Aug. 23.

At approximately 3:15 a.m., members of
the Dufferin OPP B Platoon received a sus-
picious vehicle complaint and subsequently
conducted a traffic stop on the vehicle be-
hind a large retail outlet in Orangeville.

During the interaction, officers say they
observed a controlled substance in plain
view, and the two occupants were arrested.

The investigation continued, and officers
found the suspected stolen tools and cop-
per wire throughout the vehicle. The vehi-
cle was subsequently sealed and towed.

On Aug. 28, members of the Dufferin
OPP Community Street Crime Unit (CSCU)
executed a search warrant on the vehicle.

As a result of the search, officers located

LEASE FROM

0.9%

UP TO 39 MONTHS®
ON SELECT MODELS

FINANCE FROM

3.9%

ON SELECT MODELS

LEASE RATE INCLUDES 1%
LOYALTY RATE REDUCTION

ALL GENESIS VEHICLES INCLUDE 5 YEARS OF
COMPLIMENTARY SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE,
VALET SERVICE AND WARRANTY*

UPTO 84 MONTHS"

additional evidence linking the stolen prop-
erty to a break and enter that occurred in
York Region between Aug. 22 and 23, short-
ly before Dufferin OPP officers located the
vehicle.

As a result of the investigation, Chance
Peyton, 29, from Orangeville, has been
charged with:

¢ Possession of Break-In Instruments

e Possession of a Schedule I Substance -
Methamphetamine

¢ Possession of Proceeds of Property Ob-
tained by Crime Over $5,000 - in Canada

e Possession of Property Obtained by
Crime Over $5,000 - in Canada

Colton Arch-Michaud, 24, from Oran-
geville, has been charged with:

e Possession of Break-In Instruments

e Possession of a Schedule I Substance -
Methamphetamine

¢ Possession of Proceeds of Property Ob-
tained by Crime Over $5,000 - in Canada

e Possession of Property Obtained by
Crime Over $5,000 - in Canada

The following items were seized:

e Approximately $20,000 worth of sus-
pected stolen tools and copper wire, in-
cluding Milwaukee, DeWalt, Makita, and
Hilti battery-operated tools and sets

e Approximately three grams of metham-
phetamine

¢ $2 450 in Canadian currency

e One 2014 Dodge Ram 3500 diesel truck,
seized as offence-related property, with an
approximate value of $20,000

The investigation remains ongoing, and
further charges are anticipated.

None of the listed charges have been
proven in court.

Anyone with information regarding this
incident or other suspected unlawful ac-
tivity is asked to contact the Dufferin OPP
at 1-888-310-1122. Those wishing to remain
anonymous can contact Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or submit a tip online
at: ontariocrimestoppers.ca

GENESIS
BRAMPTON

WE'LL COME
TO YOU.

I H-]']]L“s-

2025

Or visit our boutique showroom at:
70 Coachworks Cres, Brampton
905-863-1158 | genesisbrampton.ca

tLeasing offers available O.A.C. from Genesis Financial Services based on a new 2026 G70 3.3T Sport AWD with an annual lease rate of 0.9% for 39 months. Lease offer includes 1% Genesis
lease loyalty rate reduction. Monthly payments show the price including the rate reduction. See your Genesis distributor for details on eligibility. Monthly lease payment of $678 39-month
walk-away lease. Down payment of$5,900 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment. Total lease obligation is $32,326. Lease offers include
levies (air and tire tax). Lease offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, RDPRM if applicable (which may be up to $120) and any licence fees and other applicable charges and taxes (HST,
Luxury Tax). $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance peryearapplles Additional charge of $0.15/km on all models. Offers available for a limited time and subject to change
or cancellation without notice. Inventory is I|m|ted Visit Genesis Brampton for complete details. *All vehicles sold by Genesis Motors Canada come equipped with 5 Years/100,000 km
(whichever occurs first) Complimentary Scheduled Maintenance, At Home Valet with Courtesy Vehicle Service, Comprehensive Limited Warranty, Complimentary Multimedia & Nawgatlun

Map Updates, 5 Years/Unlimited km 24/7 Enhanced Roadside Asswstance and Genesis Connected Services for the lifetime of your ownership of your vehicle. The services are provided
to customers within 50 km (driving distance) of the closest authorized Genesls distributor. Services are only offered in Canada. Some limitations apply. See Genesis Brampton for details.
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Local author explores mystery of Mulmur Hills Poltergeist in new book

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A nearly century-old mystery from the
hills of Mulmur is being brought back into
the spotlight with the release of a new book
exploring one of Dufferin County’s strangest
paranormal stories.

Author Christopher Dodd releases Un-
seen Thing: The Mulmur Hills Poltergeist
on Sept. 29, which takes a deep dive into the
strange events reported by the Dobson fam-
ily on their Mulmur Township farm in 1930.

Dodd first discovered the story after he
and his wife purchased a property in Mulmur
in 2014.

“I've always been fascinated with un-
solved mysteries,” he said. “It’s like a re-
al-world puzzle that you can spend a lot of
time playing around with in your mind, the-
orizing and talking to people about possible
explanations.”

Dodd added, “During my first March
break there at the Mulmur house, I Googled
‘Mulmur’ and the word ‘haunted,” and just
threw it out there to see what Google could
find. Google came back with a book called
Strange but True. There was a section in it
about something that he called the Mulmur
Hills Poltergeist. I was struck by the location
because our place is on the Fourth Line of
Mulmur, and it turns out this farm was just
12 kilometres south of us.”

Dodd visited the Museum of Dufferin
archives, where he discovered additional
newspaper reports about the family. From
there, what started as curiosity developed
into years of research.

He searched community newspapers, To-
ronto newspaper archives, and historical
documents while tracking the people con-
nected to the case through land and tax re-
cords, voter lists, and birth, death, and mar-
riage certificates.

As he pieced together a timeline, Dodd be-
gan noticing similarities between the events

in Mulmur and other reported Canadian pol-
tergeist cases. Those similarities ultimately
helped shape the book, which he describes
as part folklore study and part paranormal
investigation.

Unseen Thing is divided into three sec-
tions.

The book is divided into three sections,
with Dodd first placing the events in Mulmur
within the broader history of reported pol-
tergeist activity in Canada.

The first section takes readers through six
historical cases involving alleged poltergeist
activity on Canadian farms, beginning with
the Baldoon Poltergeist of 1829 and working
forward to 1930. Rather than simply recount-
ing the stories, Dodd looks for recurring fea-
tures, themes and similarities between cases
that occurred decades apart and in different
parts of the country. Those patterns provide
a framework for examining what later hap-
pened in Mulmur.

The second section turns entirely to the
Mulmur Hills Poltergeist and the Dobson
family. Dodd reconstructs who the family
members were, how they came to live in Mul-
mur and what they reported experiencing
on their farm. The section follows the story
through the growing attention surrounding
the property, the family’s eventual loss of the
farm and what became of them afterward.

With the historical groundwork estab-
lished, the third section tackles the question
at the centre of the book — what actually
happened? Dodd examines what he calls the
“case for strange,” considering paranormal
and supernatural explanations, before turn-
ing to the “case for a mundane solution.”
There, he considers whether the events
could have resulted from a hoax or decep-
tion, misperceptions or psychological fac-
tors affecting members of the family.

Dodd sees the book as an opportunity
to re-examine how the Dobson family was
treated at the time. Contemporary newspa-
per coverage often presented their experi-

CHRISTOPHER DODD

Crwins of o Cussdoa Bowsgs fee"ns

UNSEEN
THING

The Mulmur Hills Poltergeist

SUBMITTED IMAGE
NEW RELEASE: Based on years of scientif-
ic and paranormal research, Unseen Thing:
The Mulmur Hills Poltergeist, by local author
Christopher Dobb, is a nonfiction investiga-
tion into what really happened on the Dob-
son farm nearly 100 years ago.

ences as entertainment, and the family ex-
pressed frustration with how their story was
portrayed.

“The Dobson family got frustrated with
what was happening in the papers at the
time,” Dodd said. “When it first hit the front
page of the Toronto Evening Telegram, the
Daily Star, even the Orangeville Sun, it was
just wrong. The one son, Ross Dobson, was
very upset with how the family was being
portrayed and the twisting of what they
had said. He wrote letters to the editors of
the newspaper saying, like, this isn’t funny.
You're messing up what happened. People

think this is all a joke now.”

“I think this book is sort of a rebalancing
of history. No one has ever done a deep dive
into this story, and I think the family was
not treated fairly. So this book, I think, is a
way to maybe re-examine the case and, by
comparing it to other stories, I think people
might reevaluate what happened in Mulmur
and maybe ask the question: maybe this
wasn't a big hoax and a joke. Maybe there is
something that happens sometimes to peo-
ple that can’t be explained, and we shouldn’t
write it off immediately,” Dodd added.

Rather than claiming to definitively solve
a mystery that has endured for nearly a
century, Dodd presents the competing pos-
sibilities and allows readers to weigh the
evidence and decide for themselves which
explanation they find most convincing.

“There’s no clean, clear solution to this
mystery,” he said. “You have to ask the
questions: Well, if it’s a hoax, what was the
motivation, and you explore those lines of
thought. Was there someone in the family
playing tricks and mind games on everybody
else, let’s follow that theory. Or was there a
paranormal element at play here?”

“I end the book with the theory that I tend
to lean towards as being probably the best
answer to what happened, but it's by no
means definitive. I don’t rule out a paranor-
mal solution to this,” Dodd added.

More broadly, he hopes Unseen Thing
leaves readers with a greater apprecia-
tion for the folklore and forgotten stories
that form part of local history, and a sense
of wonder about the mysteries still hidden
throughout the Mulmur Hills and Dufferin
County.

Unseen Thing: The Mulmur Hills Polter-
geist is Dodd’s debut nonfiction book releas-
ing Sept. 29 and will be available for pre-or-
der at Booklore in Orangeville. There is a
meet the author book launch at Shelburne
Library on Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. Registration is en-

Shelburne Art Gallery showcases Artisan’s

3 in latest group exhi

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Shelburne Town Hall Art Gallery is
showcasing the work of three Ontario artists
as part of its latest exhibition, Artisan’s 3.

The exhibition, featuring artists Robert
Chisholm, Daureen Murphy and Kim Mc-
Cutcheon, got underway on Sept. 8 and runs
until Sept. 29 at Shelburne Town Hall, 203
Main Street East.

In a press release, the town said the exhib-
it will offer guests a unique opportunity to
enjoy a diverse collection of artwork in one
place, close to home.

“The exhibition brings together three ac-
complished artists whose work spans land-
scape painting, storytelling, and visual ex-
pression,” the town said. “Visitors will have
the opportunity to experience a diverse col-
lection of artwork that celebrates creativity,
inspiration, and artistic exploration.”

Chisholm, an award-winning artist from
Orangeville, is known for his acrylic and oil
paintings inspired by landscapes and the nat-
ural world. His work focuses on the relation-
ship between art and the surrounding envi-
ronment.

Murphy brings a unique style of expression
to her art, combining her interests in painting
and poetry in her artistic practice. Her work
draws inspiration from her Newfoundland

bit, running all month

roots and her appreciation for nature, bring-
ing visual and literary elements together on
canvas.

McCutcheon, a writer and oil painter based
in Acton, also combines visual and literary
arts in her creative work.

The Town of Shelburne invites residents
and visitors to stop by the gallery through-
out the exhibition and experience the artists’
work.

“The Town of Shelburne is thrilled to wel-
come these talented artists to the Shelburne
Town Hall Art Gallery and encourages resi-
dents and visitors to stop in and enjoy the ex-
hibition,” the town’s press release said.

Admission to Artisan’s 3 is free and open
to the public. All are welcome to attend and
view the artwork on display.

The Shelburne Town Hall Art Gallery is
open Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
noon and from 1 to 4:30 p.m. The exhibition
will be available to view during those regular
gallery hours throughout its run.

The art gallery routinely features local and
Canadian artists in weeks-long exhibitions in
the heart of Shelburne, as part of the town’s
ongoing focus on promoting the arts.

Artisan’s 3 gives local residents a chance
to explore work from artists with different
backgrounds and creative practices, while
highlighting the variety of artistic expression
across the region.

If you need someone to track the sunbeams
and warm your feet, Boy Orange is on duty.
This gentle ginger boy loves chin scratches,
soft voices, and being anywhere you are.

He is neutered, microchipped, dewormed,
flea treated and vaccinated

Adoption price: $275

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

Boy Orange

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

BODY SHOP?

GIVEUS A CALL
519-941-8254
FIND US ONLINE
www.fixauto.com
199 C-Line, Orangeville

(Across from the local OPP station)

couraged.
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" 158040 ON-10, MELANCTHON, ON L9V 2G9
Walk-ins welcome. Or call to reserve your table

at 226-256-8047 or go to yes-tacos.com

o

(LT}, Roll No. 22-19-000-001-13300-0000.

Minimum tender amount: $46,608.73

municipality.
ascertaining these matters rests with the potential purchasers.
purchasers may be ordered to sell the residential property.

solicitor to complete the transfer on their behalf

as land transfer tax and H.S.T.

SARAH CULSHAW - TREASURER

CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MELANCTHON
157101 HIGHWAY 10

MELANCTHON, ONTARIO, L9V 2E6

519-925-5525  sculshaw@melancthontownship.ca

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF

Melancthon

Sale of Land for Tax Arrears By Public Tender
Municipal Act, 2001

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the land(s) described below and will be received until 3:00 p.m
local time on October 22, 2026 at 157101 Highway 10, Melancthon, Ontario, L9V 2E6.

The tenders will then be opened in public on the same day as soon as possible after 3:00 p.m. local time at the Township of
Melancthon Municipal office at 157101 Highway 10, Melancthon, Ontario, L9V 2E6.

Description of land(s): 164 Main St, Melancthon ON L9V 1X6; Legally described as LT 12, PL 34A;Melancthon [PIN 34139-0044

According to the last returned assessment roll, the assessed value of the land is $522,000.00

Tenders must be submitted in the prescribed form and must be accompanied by a deposit of at least 20 per cent of
the tender amount, which deposit shall be made by way of a certified cheque/bank draft/ money order payable to the

Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation regarding the title to, existing interests in favour of the Crown,
environmental concerns or any other matters relating to the land(s) to be sold. Any existing Federal or Provincial Crown
liens or executions will remain on title and may become the responsibility of the potential purchaser. Responsibility for

Pursuant to the Prohibition on the Purchase of Residential Property by Non-Canadians Act, S.C. 2022, ¢. 10, s. 235 (the
“Act”), effective January 1, 2023, it is prohibited for a non-Canadian to purchase, directly or indirectly, any residential
property, as those terms are defined in the legislation. Contraventions of the Act are punishable by a fine, and offending

The municipality assumes no responsibility whatsoever for ensuring bidders/tenderers comply with the Act,and makes no
representations regarding same. Prospective bidders/tenderers are solely responsible for ensuring compliance with the
Act and are advised to seek legal advice before participating in this sale. The successful bidder will be required to retain a

Transfers of properties that contain at least one and not more than six single family residences and are transferred to non-
residents of Canada or foreign entities, are subject to the Province’s Non-Resident Speculation Tax (NRST).

This sale is governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales Rules made under that Act. The successful
purchaser will be required to pay the amount tendered plus accumulated taxes and any taxes that may be applicable, such

The municipality has no obligation to provide vacant possession to the successful purchaser.

A copy of the prescribed form of tender is available on the website of the Government of Ontario Central Forms Repository
under the listing for the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

Tender packages are available online at www.melancthontownship.ca/municipal-services/public-notices/
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Police continue search for Sonia Varaschin’s killer 16 years later

It has been 16 years since Sonia Vara-
schin was killed and police continue to in-
vestigate and urge the public to come for-
ward with information.

On Monday, Aug. 30, 2010, the former Or-
angeville Police Service (OPS) launched an
investigation after Varaschin’s white Toyo-
ta Corolla was discovered abandoned be-
hind a business on Broadway in downtown
Orangeville.

Varaschin, who was 42 years old at the
time, was last seen on Sunday, Aug. 29,
2010, leaving her parents’ home in Bolton.
At the request of the OPS, the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police (OPP) was called to support
the investigation.

On Sunday, Sept. 5, 2010, Sonia’s remains
were located in a wooded area just off
Beech Grove Sideroad in Caledon. Investi-
gators believe that she was targeted.

A $50,000 reward, offered by the Govern-
ment of Ontario, remains in place for any
information that can lead to the arrest and
conviction of the person(s) responsible for
the murder of Varaschin.

“Someone knows the truth. It’s time to
come forward,” said Insp. Shawn Glass-
ford of the OPP’s Criminal Investigations
Bureau

The case remains ongoing by Dufferin

OPP, under the direction of the Criminal
Investigation Branch (CIB), with support
from the Office of the Chief Coroner and
the Ontario Forensic Pathology Service.

Anyone with information in relation to
this investigation is encouraged to contact
Dufferin OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Should you
wish to remain anonymous, contact Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or: onta-
riocrimestoppers.ca

Residents raise concerns over county’s response to issues at housing complex

Continued from Front

Residents also expressed frustration
with what they see as inconsistent enforce-
ment of rules within the building. Several
pointed to restrictions surrounding person-
al security cameras, saying they had been
instructed to remove cameras from their
own units while alleging cameras belong-
ing to another residence have remained in
place.

The County of Dufferin said that while
tenants are not permitted to have cameras
in personal areas, it is a safety measure to
protect privacy, and the county maintains
its own cameras on the premises.

“With safety top of mind, Dufferin Coun-

ty has cameras at points of entry/exit at
its housing properties,” the county said.
“Tenants are not permitted to have person-
al cameras in common areas of a building,
including the exterior of their unit door
pointing into a hallway. Tenants may install
cameras in the interior of their units as
long as they do not record common areas
of a property. This is to ensure respect and
to protect all tenants’ privacy.”

Police have also responded to the com-
plex on numerous occasions, according to
the residents, and have at times witnessed
the disturbances themselves. Residents
said officers have also reviewed recordings
and spoken individually with people living
in the building.

Despite that involvement, residents said
they believe the underlying housing issue
remains unresolved.

They said their intention in speaking
publicly is not simply to complain about an-
other tenant, but to draw attention to what
they see as a broader failure to adequately
respond when numerous residents report
that their quality of life is being affected

After years of documenting incidents,
contacting authorities and raising their
concerns with housing officials, residents
say they want to see a clear path forward
addressing the situation.

“Something done about this and done
permanently,” a resident said.

“The main issue is that the county is not

doing anything for the people.”

For them, the issue has become less
about disagreements between neighbours
and more about whether residents can ex-
pect their concerns to result in action when
they say they no longer feel comfortable in
their own homes.

The county said that safety and the
well-being of tenants remains a priority for
the housing properties they manage.

“Dufferin County housing tenants are al-
ways encouraged to reach out to the coun-
ty if they have a concern or complaint and
the county is dedicated to working with its
tenants and, when necessary, the Ontario
Provincial Police to uphold safety at its
properties,” the county said.
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(CLASSIFIEDS

519.925.2832 - Fax: 519-925-5500 - email@shelburnefreepress.ca

Email, or call us for pricing. Classified cut-off time is 12 pm Tuesday

ARTICLES WANTED

ADVERTISING
LOCALLY WORKS!

(Call Debbie at 519-925-2832 to book your ad

BUYING VINYL RECORDS - STEREO - 45’s - Cash
for antiques and collectibles-stamp-coins. Call James at 416-
569-9976.

AUCTIONS

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!
WITH $400 CAP

SEPT 18TH AT 5PM
FALL TOOL & EQUIPMENT SALE

Kidd Family Auctions is gearing up for another Tool & Equipment Sale. This auction is
overflowing with everything from workshop essentials to recreational vehicles and more, so
find the right tool for the job and tackle your to-do list with ease.

Lots begin closing at 5pm on Sept 18th.
Preview: Fri Sept 18th, 10am - 4pm, or call for appointment on another day.
Pickup: Sat Sept 19th, 10am - 4pm. Call or text if you need more information.

Pickup & preview at our Home Office Base
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne).

Features: A/C 200 tractor; Int 20 ft disc; Int 26 ft cult; Wallenstein GX720 Backhoe - 3pth; Int 434 tractor

w/ loader; Hyd Wood Splitter; 2014 GMC Sierra 1500 Truck; 2015 Ram Longhorn Ecodiesel; 2014 Ford

F150; 20 ft Grew motor boat w/ trailer; elec golf cart; 2011 Kawasaki Vulcan motorcycle; JD X350 lawn

tractor; Ind ground heaters; Lutz Pump Motor - New; Toro PowerMax 1020 OXE Snow Blower; Qty Plumbing
Hardware; MM Tire Inflator & Comp; 2002 Honda FourTrax ES TRX 350 Quad; Honda, Generac, Wallenstein
generators; 14 ft Salford soil saver; Lincoln Battery Grease Gun; MC Tool Box w/ Contents; Team Mechanix
Air Compressor; DeWalt Brad Nailer; Beaver Jointer; MIG & ARC Welders; Rack & Pinion Actuators; Emerson
Three Way Valve - Pneumatic Actuator; Hammond 3 Phase Transformer; Ind Two-Tiered Trolley; Ind Elec Scale;
Temptek Industrial Chiller; Lever Hoist; Kerosene Forced Air Heater; Cast Firepit Rings; plus so much more.

—_ TE r |

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call at 519-288-2228 to get started.

Let us treat you like family too! Call: 519-288-2228 | Text: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

LIVE AUCTION SALE

Fall Equipment Consignment
Saturday October 3rd, 9:30 a.m.

554447 Mono-Amaranth TLine, Mono, ON — Go west through Orangeville on Hwy 9 to County Rd 16
(Veterans Way at Greenwood Cemetery), turn north 5 miles to farm on East side. Or from Shelburne go east
on Hwy 89 for 2 miles to Mono-Amaranth Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.

Tractor: John Deere 3720, 2013yr, 300CX loader, cab, 1331hrs. Well looked after. JD front mount blower &
other accessories (to be listed later) will be sold separately.

Side-by-Side: John Deere 825i Gator, very good condition; Front mount plow for gator. JD broadcast
seeder for gator.

Equip/Mach: 2810 JD 5 furrow semi-mount vari-width plow; Kvernland 4 furrow 3pth plow; LandPride

8ft 3pth disc; New Idea 3632 manure spreader, 2 beaters, older floor; (2)gravity wagons (1-Bruns 10 ton,
1-Kilbros); Kraus 24ft cultivator with Morris harrows; MF 10ft chisel plow.

Farm Rel/Shop: Winco WG270 generator/welder combo, has Kubota diesel motor; tractor tires; gty
hydraulic cylinders; sheep/hog scale; 400+lb farmer made, rotary feed mixer for dumping to feed cart;
7.5hp horizontal air compressor; 10in split roll grain roller, 3hp; (2)sm metal cutting horizontal band saws;
16x69x36 in HD work bench with cupboards & #986 big metal vise; (2)8in bench grinders; Splitfire double-
action log splitter, gas powered hydr power pack; gty hydr cylinders.

Accepting: Tractors, Machinery, Equipment, Farm Rel/Shop
Note: Please contact auctioneer if you are wanting to consign any equipment/items
**Watch the website as items will be added regularly**

Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264 Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083
Email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing & photos

HELP WANTED

i U |

4-DAY WORK WEEK - MO WELDING TICKET REQUIRED - CLOSE TO HOME

A 29 minute drive from Shelbume, Skip the traffic, and enjoy your commute
thraugh the country-side 10 Jaylor. Join a growing, family-owned business
that has been building industry-leading farmm equipment for over 30 years.

WELDERS

FITTERS

CNC BRAKE PRESS
PLASMA TABLE
MACHINE OPERATOR

JAYLOR

HELP WANTED RESIDENTIAL SERVICES & REPAIRS

HANDYMAN SERVICES - Providing an extra pair of help-
D Z D R I V E R f ; ing hands in the Orangeville area. No job too big or too small.
-

One man and a truck services along with residential seasonal
lawn maintenance also available. All jobs welcome. $25/hr.

D&C Vander Zaag Farms Ltd.

FALL POTATO HARVEST 2026

HREJAYLOR.COM
WWW.JAYLOR.COMSIDINOURTEAM

071213 10" Line, Orton [East Garafraxa), ON
Apply through the QR code, Email, or our Careers page.

Call 519-447-7550.

SCRAP CARS

SCRAP CARS CALL ME
We Pay $300 - $20,000*

*some conditions apply

$SS TOP CASH SSS
For Unwanted CARS,
VANS, TRUCKS & SUV’S

Starting second week of september,
we’re hiring drivers to bring potatoes
from field to farm. Local driving, great
people, a rewarding experience. Valid

D-Z licence and abstract required.
If interested call

(705) 391-8646 - Shipping/Admin

i CLEAR THE
6500 GENERATOR - Generator for sale, excellent condition. c lU TT E R

Call Debbie at 519-925-2832 to

book your Classified ad and clear

HOME RENOVATIONS - Kitchen/Bathrooms: tiles/wood/
out the clutter for good!

vinyl floors: plumbing / painting / stain / drywall: outdoor
repairs — fences, decks. Call Alex at 519-938-7727.

DO YOU NEED TO

AL

[éé Presse

Call Deb at 519-925-2832 to advertise.

FREE TOW in 2 HRS
Open Saturday & Sunday
942-880-8300

STOP WASTING
MONEY THROUGH
YOUR ROOF!!

VEHICLES WANTED

SCRAP CAR DISPOSAL — CASH PAID for Cars, Trucks,
Vans — Big or Small. Call Joe at 647-294-2796.

WANTED

111 WANTED !!!

WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up Available
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

The problem isn’t your HVAC
system it's your insulation!!

Save up to 20%
with topped up attic
insulation

Call for Free Estimate
437-898-3875
References Available

THIS NEWSPAPER!
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‘How We Got to Jersey’ brings the story behind Jersey Boys to Orangewlle

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Two Canadian performers who spent
years stepping into the shoes of Frankie Valli
are bringing the stories behind their journey
to Theatre Orangeville this month.

How We Got to Jersey: A Tale of Two
Frankies, created and performed by Jeff
Madden and Adrian Marchuk, will take the
stage at Theatre Orangeville from Sept. 25 to
27.

Part concert and part personal storytell-
ing, the production takes audiences behind
the scenes of Jersey Boys while exploring
how Madden and Marchuk, two performers
from small-town Ontario, each found them-
selves playing one of early rock and roll’s
most recognizable voices.

“How do two guys from small-town On-
tario end up touring the world, playing one
of the greatest rock and roll singers of all
time?” Marchuk said. “And how do they do
it, having the time of their lives, and being
good buds, and then best enemies, and then
back to good buds.”

“I think if anybody wants to know what
it’s like to be an actor in Canada, this show
will give them a great insight into that,” Mad-
den said. “It’ll show you how taking on a job
can change your life in many ways — ways
that you wouldn’t necessarily anticipate —
good ways, challenging ways. It’s got some-
thing for everyone. It’s got incredible music.
It’'s got nostalgia, and it’s got this hopefully
heartwarming story that is very human that
connects us to the audience and connects to
their own lives.”

The show features music made famous
by Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons, in-
cluding Sherry, Big Girls Don’t Cry, Walk
Like a Man and Can’t Take My Eyes Off
of You, alongside stories from Madden and
Marchuk’s careers and experiences perform-
ing in Jersey Boys.

Neither performer originally expected
the role of Frankie Valli to become such a
significant part of their careers. Their paths
to Jersey Boys began like many acting jobs
— with an audition — but quickly became

a whirlwind that included travelling to New
York for fittings and Nashville to work with
original Four Seasons member Bob Gaudio
before rehearsals began.

The two would go on to perform as Frank-
ie Valli during the Toronto production of Jer-
sey Boys, with the experience continuing to
follow them long after the production end-
ed. Both continued to be asked to perform
the music at concerts, corporate functions
and other events, occasionally crossing
paths with each other.

The idea for How We Got to Jersey
emerged years later when Marchuk was
asked to pitch concert ideas for a venue.
Remembering that both he and Madden had
played Frankie Valli, he proposed a show
where the two could perform the music
while sharing stories from their experiences.

“They were asking for ideas, so I said,
okay, you could do this idea, and then you
could do this idea, and then I was like, ‘Oh,
third idea, third idea, third idea — Jeff and I
were both Frankie in Jersey Boys,” Marchuk
said. “We could come up and sing songs and
tell stories from that.” They're like, ‘Great,
let’s do that idea.””

Madden joined the project, and the pro-
duction came together in just three months.

Rather than simply recreating Jersey
Boys, the resulting show became their own
story.

Through music and personal memories,
Madden and Marchuk explore what it was
like to unexpectedly land a career-changing
role, perform before thousands of people,
meet the artists they were portraying and
navigate the demanding realities of life as
working actors.

Their individual experiences also give
the production its central twist: audiences
get to see two performers who understand
the unusual experience of playing the same
demanding role sharing the stage together.
This production is one of its kind, unique to
their journeys together, and how they were
shaped by the experiences they shared.

“No two other people could do this show,”
Madden said. “You could find two other
Frankies, and they could put together their

SAM MOFFATT MAVERICK MEDIA COLLECTIVE PHOTO

TAKING THE STAGE: How We Got to Jersey: A Tale of Two Frankies creators and stars Jeff
Madden and Adrian Marchuk perform at Theatre Collingwood during a recent run of their
show. The production will soon take the stage at Theatre Orangeville, and will follow the
two actors as they tell their stories of how they both landed the roll of Frankie Valli in the
hit Broadway production, Jersey Boys. This original production will show personal, beside
the scenes details about their experience, and of course, will feature hit songs from Jersey

Boys.

own show. But it wouldn’t be this show, it
wouldn’t be this perspective. It wouldn’t be
what it was like to do it in Toronto in the
winter of 2008 and through 2009 and into
2010. It’s ours and only ours. That makes
it special. Getting to relive these moments,
these high moments of our lives, on stage,
together in front of the audience - it’s thrill-
ing. It’s absolutely thrilling.”

For Marchuk, the Orangeville performanc-
es also mark a return to familiar territory.
Early in his career, he appeared in several
Theatre Orangeville productions, including
Anne of Green Gables, and is excited to re-
turn to the community with a production
built around a journey that has followed him

and Madden for nearly two decades.

With a mix of familiar music, humour and
stories from behind the curtain, Madden and
Marchuk hope How We Got to Jersey gives
Orangeville audiences more than a trip back
through the music of Frankie Valli and the
Four Seasons.

At its heart, the production is a story
about two performers looking back on the
unexpected opportunity that changed their
careers, the challenges that came with it and
the friendship that ultimately brought two
Frankies together on the same stage.

To buy tickets, visit: theatreorangeville.
ca/show/how-we-got-to-jersey-a-tale-of-two-
frankies.
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47 Broadway, ORANGEVILLE  519-942-2573
FOOD MARKET

PROUDLY SERVING CANADIANS SINCE 1980 ¥

WEEKNIGE
WIN!

INCREDIBLE
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FAMILY SIZE MEALS

EEI]g- gu:-'gl 15 VARIETIES

3 “55 Boneless, Skinlesé Eﬁi:kan Breasts

B-12 BREASTS 1.36 kg

[T cabbage Rolls
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outr  Stuffed, Breaded
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]'ﬁ muugp 907 ¢ 2 Varieties

89 Cheesy Garlic 25 99 |'|'|'-‘“'|E=5'1'!|'|E-ﬂllfllﬂ'E : Angus Enaf Burgar: Wagyu Beef Sliders
12 Pull-apart Bread 510 12 Glumhlﬂ Pie1ig ]JH EH'IJHEEHS: uzgas oz 12“ 9 SLIDERS x51 /L8 uz
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17-22 DUMPLINGS 500 ¢ 17-22 DUMPLINGS 500 & SKEWERS 300 ¢ 2 Varieties 2 STEAKS x 170 /6 az 3 Varieties
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AT TSI TR P e T A T O W R T TR T S TR R T PR TR (g s Srren s e in S T E e T E iR Tl ersin T S o e s e e o T I es T e n s o e, s 1l s e e i e e orf ey
shomrn Spcciol 4 g 3 Crersalone o ol ol Jen S Fasd Bkt Esprcas aed ac oo iemn ool e Guaeca oa oy Tl e D i s o e ad s Sonve d el i Uaaad da CLieiis s s rcprca st e g oncie e cradoe o Jeag f orka M rcazewz the i@ btz a0y o caen G rersrc o sl
¥ 100 preiks Bproh ched Tade riacs, mrAss Toks 313 ks rEpkaTr R R T e r1ar s o AR VT ES130s bl Forechers Bevropl ertbon |z oelnd 2om ng ondle: s bobs s e cEns s kot VRV Mex Sreps L o thed
Ll MRV Hed Frros L sTmeeny s of Gl Conaed, brounekT konic.




1 2 THE SHELBURNE FREE PRESS | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

BRACKETT Orangeville Volkswagen 519-941-3317
Auto Group

633222 ON-10 ONTARIO, MONO
Providing the best service and vehicles to our customers O ra n g evi l levw ca

2026 VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN TRENDLINE

** INCLUDES LOYALTY OFFER **

$97

WEEKLY +TAXES
$40,65 5.smue
$0

DOWN PAYMENT
PLUS SECURITY DEPOSIT

2.99%

FOR 60 MONTHS
12,000 KMS PER YEAR

2026 VOLKSWAGEN TAOS HIGHLINE

L ** INCLUDES $1000 BONUS CASH **

$121

WEEKLY +TAXES
$35,896+HST/LI[:
$0

DOWN PAYMENT
PLUS SECURITY DEPOSIT

2.99%

R FOR 48 MONTHS
12,000 KMS PER YEAR

OVER@ PRE-OWNED VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM

$500 GRADUATE
PROGRAM AVAILABLE!

2021 VOLKSWAGEN ATLAS EXECLINE

| ——

—— =
ﬁ 4 "I
o —
—
e
- B X ] h -
STK# 71237 © 160,884 KM  2.0L TURBO 4-CYLINDER ENGINE, 8-SPEED AU

STK# 7321P © 168,465 KM o 3.6L V6 ENGINE, 4MOTION ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, HEATED AND VENTILATED STK# 7603 © 81,475 KM o 5.7L HEMI V8 WITH ETORQUE, 8-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION, 4X4, STK# 7686P © 27,412 KM o 2.0L TURBOCHARGED 4-CYLINDER ENGINE, 8-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANS-
MISSION, AWD, PREMIUM PACKAGE, HEATED FRONT SEATS, HEATED STEERING WHEEL, POWER FRONT SEATS, HEATED SECOND-ROW CAPTAIN'S CHAIRS, HEATED STEERING WHEEL, PANORAMIC BLACK LEATHER INTERIOR, FRONT BENCH SEAT, LARAMIE LEVEL 2 EQUIPMENT GROUP, HEATED AND MISSION, 4X4 WITH ANTI-SPIN DIFFERENTIAL, SILVER ZYNITH EXTERIOR, HEATED FRONT SEATS, HEATED
SUNROOF, NAV, APPLE CARPLAY, ANDROID AUTO, BACKUP CAMERA, DUAL-ZONE CLIMATE CONTROL, SUNROOF, DIGITAL COCKPIT, NAV, 360-DEGREE CAMERA, FENDER PREMIUM AUDIO, ADAPTIVE CRUISE VENTILATED FRONT SEATS, HEATED SECOND-ROW SEATS, NAV, ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, BLIND-SPOT STEERING WHEEL, ALPINE PREMIUM AUDIO, APPLE CARPLAY, ANDROID AUTO, DUAL-ZONE CLIMATE
KEYLESS ENTRY, AMBIENT LIGHTING, SPORT SEATS, 18-INCH ALLOY WHEELS, AND MORE! CONTROL, BLIND-SPOT MONITORING, LANE ASSIST, POWER LIFTGATE, AND MORE! MONITORING, SURROUND-VIEW CAMERA, HARMAN KARDON AUDIO, HEAD-UP DISPLAY, AND MORE! CONTROL, COLD WEATHER GROUP, TECHNOLOGY GROUP, CONVENIENCE GROUP, AND MORE!
FOR FOR FOR FOR
$17,555 @9.29: [$howms $97 $25,995 @8.49: {iiowms $178 $47,495 @8.49: {iiowms $162 $44,995 o 7.99 iiowms
+HSTALIC 0AL. +HST/LIC 0.AC. +HST/LIC 0.AC. +HSTALIC 0AC.
ﬂIESTEL“[IYI: $0 DOWN C.0.B $3,787.69 HEH“E}{: $0 DOWN C.0.B $8,731.12 HEH“E}{: $0 DOWN C.0.B $ 16,026.22 HETEL(H: $0 DOWN C.0.B $13,783.39
2023 VOLKSWAGEN ATLAS EXECLINE 2025 VOLKSWAGEN ATLAS CROSS SPORT COMFORTLINE @ 2023 KIA SPORTAGE X-LINE LIMITED AWD
-

JEL

STK# 7372P 71,525 KM © 0L TURBOCHARGED ENGINE, 4MOTION ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, HEATED FRONT
SEATS, POWER DRIVER'S SEAT, 8-INCH TOUCHSCREEN, APPLE CARPLAY, ANDROID AUTO, BLUETOOTH,
BACKUP CAMERA, ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, TRI-ZONE CLIMATE CONTROL, KEYLESS ENTRY,

STK## 8025P o 106,032 KM e V6 ENGINE, 4MOTION ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, PANORAMIC SUNROOF, DIGITAL

STK# 7953P 7953P o 18,409 KM  4MOTION ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, TURBOCHARGED 2.0 TSI ENGINE,
COCKPIT, HEATED AND VENTILATED FRONT SEATS, HEATED REAR SEATS, HEATED STEERING WHEEL, NAVI-
GATION, APPLE CARPLAY, ANDROID AUTO, ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL, BLIND-SPOT MONITORING, LANE
PUSH-BUTTON START, 18-INCH ALLOY WHEELS, POWER-HEATED MIRRORS, AND MORE!

STK# 8180T o 53,223 KM o 2.5L GDI ENGINE, 8-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION, PANORAMIC
8-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION, HEATED FRONT SEATS, HEATED STEERING WHEEL, APP-CONNECT SUNROOF, 12.3-INCH DUAL CURVED DISPLAYS, NAV SYSTEM, APPLE CARPLAY, ANDROID AUTO, HARMAN
SMARTPHONE INTEGRATION, APPLE CARPLAY AND ANDROID AUTO, DUAL-ZONE AUTOMATIC CLIMATE
ASSIST, FRONT ASSIST, 360-DEGREE CAMERA, POWER LIFTGATE, 20-INCH ALLOY WHEELS, AND MORE!
3 $26,995 | .7.99. i
y @l. % 84 MONTHS
WEEKLY +HSTLIC 0AC

KARDON PREMIUM AUDIO, HEATED & VENTILATED FRONT SEATS, HEATED REAR SEATS, HEATED STEERING
CONTROL, REARVIEW CAMERA, FRONT ASSIST WITH AUTONOMOUS EMERGENCY BRAKING, AND MORE! WHEEL, SURROUND VIEW MONITOR, BLIND-VIEW MONITOR, SMART POWER LIFTGATE, AND MORE!
FOR FOR
$133 $36,495 @7-99% 84 MONTHS $46,1 95 @7-99% 84 MONTHS
WEEKLY +HST/LIC 0AC 0AC
+HST&LIC $0 DOWN C.0.B $8,575.75

$ $ _ FOR
$0 DOWN C.0B $” 312.73 WEEKLY +HSTILIC 1 1 7 321695 @7 .99“/; 84 MONTHS
+HST&LIC 0. , ]

+HSTLIC
+HST&LIC $0 DOWN C.0.B $14,150.99 HEFL(II'.IYC $0 DOWN

C.0.B $10,015.51

) Certified Pre-Owned

112 Point Inspection « Finance as low as 4.99% - Certified Warranties

Orangeville Volkswagen

Providing the best service and vehicles to our customers

519-941-3317

633222 ON-10 ONTARIO, MONO

orangevillevw.ca




