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FAMILY FUN: The Family Day holiday brought out many local residents to the Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex in Shelburne on
Saturday, Feb. 16, to enjoy some fun time on the ice. Sponsored by Shelburne Family & Chiropractic & Wellness, Main Street Dental, and
Shelburne Optometry, the event was very popular, with many people turning out for the free skate. Turn to Page 8 for more photos.

Ontario allocates funding for Shelburne
Water Pollution Gontrol Plant rehabilitation

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Ontario is investing millions of dollars
into critical infrastructure improvements
in the Town of Shelburne, committing
$12.5 million toward the rehabilitation of
the community’s Water Pollution Control
Plant.

Shelburne Mayor Wade Mills welcomed
the funding announcement, highlighting
its importance for the town’s infrastruc-
ture planning and long-term sustainability.

“The Town of Shelburne extends our
sincere thanks to the Ontario government
for awarding us $12.5 million in funding,”
he said. “This incredible investment by the
province in our small town infrastructure
not only helps ease the financial burden of
this major capital project, it is critical to
our continued provision of safe and reli-
able waste treatment systems in our com-
munity.”

Municipal leaders say the project will
play a key role in supporting Shelburne’s
continued growth by ensuring core infra-
structure keeps pace with rising demand.

GIANT
TIGER

226 First Ave, Shelburne

Investments in water and wastewater sys-
tems are also seen as essential to enabling
new housing development and maintain-
ing environmental standards.

Located in Shelburne, the Water Pollu-
tion Control Plant treats wastewater and
protects local water quality.

The facility has been identified as re-
quiring significant repairs and upgrades to
maintain reliable service and meet future
demand. Municipal officials have noted
that undertaking a project of this scale
would have placed considerable financial
pressure on the town if it had been re-
quired to cover the full cost independently.

The funding announcement was shared
in a Jan. 31 press release from Duffer-
in—Caledon MPP and Ontario Minister of
Health Sylvia Jones, outlining provincial
support for essential upgrades to the fa-
cility.

“This $12.5 million investment in Shel-
burne’s Water Pollution Control Plant
will strengthen the reliability and safety
of essential wastewater services for the
community,” Jones said. “This investment
reflects our government’s commitment to
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www.gianttiger.com
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Sun: 9am-6pm

maintaining and upgrading the core infra-
structure communities rely on every day.”

The province’s contribution aims to ad-
dress aging infrastructure while helping
ensure Shelburne can continue to provide
safe and effective wastewater treatment
for residents and businesses. According
to the release, the funding will support
rehabilitation work designed to improve
system reliability, maintain environmental
protections, and help accommodate future
community growth.

The $12.5 million investment is being
delivered through Ontario’s Municipal
Housing Infrastructure Program’s Health
and Safety Water Stream (MHIP-HSWS).

The program was established to help
municipalities strengthen -critical water
infrastructure, support housing devel-
opment, protect communities during ex-
treme weather events, and ensure access
to safe drinking water and wastewater
services.

Provincial officials say the program is
intended to help communities modernize
essential systems while reducing the fi-
nancial burden on local taxpayers.
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again, Ontario.
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Written By JAMES MATTHEWS

Dufferin County officials believe this
year’s budget will stay the course toward
its objectives even as it puts fiscal responsi-
bility at the fore. The county inked its 2026
operating and capital budget during a spe-
cial meeting on Feb. 11. The spending plan
has residents of the county’s eight munici-
palities pay an additional $16.20 for every
$100,000 of assessed property value. That
levy is in addition to individual municipal
and education taxes.

The initial draft budget, which would
have kept services and programs on par
with the previous year, had an almost seven
per cent increase after accounting for 1.17
per cent growth.

The total tax levy to support service deliv-

ery in the approved budget is $52,705,255. It
results in a net taxpayer impact of 3.88 per
cent after growth on the county’s portion of
the tax bill.

Aimee Raves, the county’s finance man-
ager and treasurer, said Dufferin County
aims to advance its Corporate Strategic
Plan, but not all goals are achievable within
current financial constraints.

“As a result, some initiatives have been
deferred or scaled back, and sustaining ex-
isting programs and services remains chal-
lenging,” she said.

The levy includes a $7,910,244 capital in-
vestment toward the purchase or replace-
ment of assets, strengthening the county’s
financial position, and preparing for future
contingencies, as well as operating, capital,
and special initiatives.
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County approves $52.7 million budget with nearly 4 per cent levy increase

“The 2026 budget maintains essential
county services and programs, supports
priority initiatives under the county’s stra-
tegic plan, and introduces some items that
will allow the county to invest in the com-
munity’s future,” according to a press re-
lease.

“The county will continue to work to
achieve important plan objectives while
keeping fiscal responsibility top of mind
and mitigating the financial impact on Duf-
ferin taxpayers.”

Money has been earmarked to support
the Health and Human Services Hub and
to design and construct a new operations
centre. The county will work toward imple-
menting its housing strategy and the Road
Safety Master Plan.

Lisa Post, the county’s warden and Oran-

geville’s mayor, said Dufferin County finds
itself in the same financial straits as other
communities in Ontario and throughout
Canada. That is, all levels of government
are challenged to balance strategic objec-
tives with fiscal responsibility.

The 2026 budget will help the upper tier
address housing and homelessness, health,
and community safety while keeping finan-
cial sustainability top of mind.

Sonya Pritchard, the county’s CAO, said
the spending plan outlines some of the
challenges faced at the upper tier.

“With a strong focus on mitigating the
financial impact for our taxpayers, we will
continue to invest in Dufferin’s future and
provide the services and programs that our
community members rely on,” Pritchard
said.

Upper Grand District School Board updates expectations of students on no-bus days

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

No-bus days, typically caused by inclem-
ent weather, will no longer be considered
days off, and students are expected to make
their way to class if possible.

The Upper Grand District School Board
(UGDSB) has made significant changes to
its guidelines regarding buses and winter
conditions in Dufferin. Previously, many
treated bus cancellations as a day off for
most students. The curriculum was slowed,
or previous lessons were revisited, because
most kids were absent.

That will no longer be the case.

A new campaign by the UGDSB wants
parents and students to know that, going
forward, the curriculum may continue re-
gardless of whether buses run.

Heather Loney, communications and
public relations manager for the UGDSB,
framed the situation as an awareness cam-
paign rather than a change in practice.

“The Every Day Counts campaign, specif-

Starting in April, recycling in
Dufferin County will be even
more convenient with a new

recycling cart.

Carts will be delivered
in March and can be
used as of April 1.

Learn more:

ically around schools on no-bus days, isn’t
a change in guidelines or policy,” she said.
“Rather, the aim of the Every Day Counts
campaign is to ensure families and students
know that schools are open and learning
still can happen on no bus days. And that
students are welcome to attend when it is
safe to do so.”

Loney said that it’s not a binary change,
and inclement weather and other factors will
continue to be considered. If many students
are absent for any reason, the curriculum
can still be reduced or paused if necessary.

“As always, educators use their profes-
sional judgment when determining what to
plan and teach during a lesson,” she said.
“There are often times when many students
in a class are away or absent for a variety
of reasons, including inclement weather.
In these cases, it would not be unusual to
reduce the amount of new material being
taught or to focus more on consolidating
previously learned concepts.”

Peggy Bond, chair of the Parent Involve-
ment Committee at Orangeville District
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Secondary School, noted that a factor in
this change was a concern from the schools
about students losing valuable learning time
on no-bus days.

“We had a lot of no bus days in January,”
she said. “I think it was up to nine or 10 in
January, and then I think we had two in De-
cember. So, in our board here, we lost 11
learning days.”

She also said this raised concerns about
what it might mean for higher-grade stu-
dents looking to pursue post-secondary ed-
ucation.

“There was a definite learning loss to
these students,” she said. “Which, in the
higher grades, means that they might be go-
ing to university a little less prepared than
people in other geographic areas that don’t
lose these days.”

The goal of this change is to ensure the
larger student body doesn’t fall too far be-
hind due to inclement weather.

Students who reside within the school’s
walking zone will be expected to attend on
bus cancellation days, while students who

rely on buses will not.

Students who walk to school and do not
get to school will be marked with unexcused
absences, while bus students will automati-
cally have excused absences.

Ultimately, the Upper Grand District
School Board’s goal with the campaign is
meant to strike a balance between maintain-
ing consistent learning and recognizing the
realities of winter travel in Dufferin County.

While families are encouraged to priori-
tize safety when deciding whether students
can attend, officials hope the renewed em-
phasis on attendance will help minimize
disruptions, preserve valuable classroom
time, and ensure students remain on track
academically.
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UPINION

Superstar

She had a beautiful three-octave con-
tralto voice that was easily recognizable
and well-suited to the style of music she
performed.

Karen Carpenter was the female half of
the ‘70s pop duo, The Carpenters, who,
along with her brother Richard, charted
several top hits of that era.

Richard was the genius behind the
music. He wrote and arranged the tunes
they recorded and performed.

Karen thought of herself as a drummer
first, unusual for a woman at the time,
but she was talented with the sticks and
played drums on all of their albums.

When she tried singing, it was apparent
to everyone who heard her that she had a
natural ability to sing and had a beautiful
voice. She was encouraged to take a step
out from behind the drums to be the main
focus of the band.

The Carpenters became Karen and the
‘other guy.’

The Carpenters had a squeaky-clean
image, and their manager and those
around them promoted this image of the
all-American, fresh-faced, pop duo.

Their music was hard to define. In an
era of metal bands, glam bands, and
Alice Cooper, The Carpenters performed
ballads with sappy themes and an instru-

NATO 1.0 is dead:

Every year at this time the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organisation (NATO), the world’
most powerful alliance for the past 77
years, holds a conference in Munich to
examine its state of health.

The one just past was really a wake, but
it played out more like the immortal Dead
Parrot sketch from Monty Python, in which
a customer (John Cleese) enters a pet
shop with a cage containing a dead parrot
(@ Norwegian Blue) and says:

“This parrot is definitely deceased,
and when | purchased it not half an hour
ago you assured me that it’s total lack of
movement was due to it being tired and
shagged out following a long squawk.”

Shopkeeper: “Well he’s...he’s, ah...prob-
ably pining for the fjords.”

Cleese: “He’s not pining. He’s passed
on...He’s a stiff. This parrot is no more. If
you hadn’t nailed him to the perch, he’'d
be pushing up the daisies. THIS IS AN
EX-PARROT!!” And so too with NATO,
though it is still nailed to its perch.

bree
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mental background.

| had a friend who came from a rather
strict religious family. No pop music,
especially rock music, was allowed in the
home.

However, my friend’s parents allowed
her to have The Carpenters’ albums and
their easy listening sound.

That's how goody two-shoes their
image was.

The thing about The Carpenters during
that era was that no one would admit
they liked The Carpenters. No one would
admit they owned a Carpenters album.

The pop duo sold millions of records to
a fan base that would not admit they were
fans.

There was a rumour that a McDon-
ald’s restaurant was going to be built
near where | live. At first, a lot of people
seemed happy about that.

However, when a person posted a
query on the town’s Facebook page ask-
ing when the restaurant was supposed
to arrive, there were nothing but negative
comments.

Everything from “lI would never eat
there,” to “we don’t need that kind of
restaurant here,” was posted in reply.

Did you ever notice that no one admits
they like going to McDonald’s?

Long live NATO 2.0

The psychodrama raging beneath the
surface at the Munich conference was an
argument among the European members
of NATO about whether the United States
could still be trusted. Some insisted
that the old alliance could survive. More
thought that it will have to be NATO 2.0 or
no alliance at all.

Observers from the US Democratic
Party promised the conference that
Trump will be gone in three years and the
old American security guarantees will be
revived. “I think the Europeans sighed with
relief because it was saying that Europe is
important, that Europe and America are
very intertwined and good allies,” said
Kaja Kallas, the European Union’s chief
diplomat.

But most EU leaders have lost the faith.
The German Chancellor, Friedrich Merz,
said bluntly that “The United States’s
claim to leadership has been challenged
and possibly lost.” Echoing Canada’s
Prime Minister Mark Carney, he said that
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FROM THE SECOND ROW

Yet it’s probably the largest restaurant
chain in the world and still expanding, so
someone is buying Big Macs and Quarter
Pounders.

Prior to having a Walmart nearby, | was
at a dinner with a local business group
when the topic of Walmart coming to
town was brought up.

One woman in particular expressed her
dismay at having a Walmart in town.

“I would never go to a Walmart,” she
said, opining that she just couldn’t visit
that type of store.

A few months after the store opened, |
visited and passed an aisle, where, sure
enough, | saw that same woman perusing
the shelves.

| thought of going up to her to say
‘hello’, but decided not to embarrass her
when she was shopping incognito in a
store she doesn’t like.

No one ever admitted they bought
their clothes at K-Mart. Even though that
retailer is long gone, it was at one time a
huge business.

But no one would ever admit to shop-
ping there.

You never heard anyone say, “Hey Bob,
nice shirt,” with the reply, “Thanks, | got it
at K-Mart!”

| was at a private dinner one holiday,

the “rules-based world order no lon-
ger exists,” and that “a deep divide has
opened between Europe and the United
States.”

France’s President Emmanuel Macron
agreed: “Europe is rearming, but we must
now go beyond” to become a unified major
power. It can only achieve that if it can act
like a single country, of course, but Trump
is giving it a strong incentive to learn how.

Starting with US Vice-President J.D.
Vance’s anti-European tirade at last year’s
Munich conference, we have had US air
strikes on Iran and five other countries, the
subjugation of Venezuela, American com-
plicity in the genocide in Gaza, and above
all Trump’s threats to invade Greenland,
which is part of the Kingdom of Denmark,
a NATO member.

Curiously, Greenland was what tore it,
and most NATO leaders now understand
that Trump’s America is at best an unre-
liable ally and sometimes openly hostile.
Nor are they confident that the United
States will remain a country where gov-
ernments change hands democratically,
so they have to plan for the worst.

It’s not really a huge crisis. The existing
NATO is an ideal template for a succes-
sor alliance that includes most or all of
the existing members except the United
States. If Canada dared to stay in, they
wouldn’t even have to change the name.
The new alliance would still have ample
numbers, wealth and weapons to deter
any Russian attack.

Filling the gaps that remain when Amer-

BRIAN LOCKHART

and as we sat down to
eat, the host’s mother
mentioned the place
settings. She then
mentioned loudly
that her daughter had
bought all the dishes at Dollarama.

The host was mortified that her guests
knew they were using plates that cost
$1. Although they looked nice, there was
nothing wrong with them.

No one ever admits they bought any-
thing at a Dollarama, or any other dollar
store, yet every time I’m there, the store
is busy.

I'm not sure why many people are
reluctant to admit they like a certain food
or shop at a particular store. Are they try-
ing to impress others by implying they
bought that new sofa at a high-end furni-
ture store when they actually purchased it
on layaway at a ‘Furniture is Us’ discount
store?

| freely admit | like both a Quarter
Pounder and a Big Mac.

| just bought a big screen TV from
Walmart, and I’m a regular shopper at
Dollarama.

And yes, | do have one old Carpenters
album.

You can’t beat Karen singing Superstar.

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

ican troops all leave
Europe would take
some years, but the
risk is really quite
small. Russian military resources are too
heavily committed to conquering Ukraine
at the moment to embark on a war with all
of western and central Europe as well.

As hegemons go the United States was
arelatively benevolent one (there has never
been a truly benevolent one), and we will
doubtless come to regret Donald Trump’s
decision to dismantle it prematurely. But
NATO 2.0 is probably the least bad alter-
native for the ‘West’.

The one real uncertainty is nuclear
deterrence. Britain and France both have
their own nuclear weapons, but Germany,
the richest and most populous EU country,
has none. There would also be huge pres-
sure in Poland to get its own nukes if the
US nuclear guarantee is void: Poles don’t
trust Russia, for good historical reasons,
and they are very exposed.

That’s why it was good news, in the con-
text, when Chancellor Merz revealed at the
conference that he is in “confidential talks”
with the French president on creating a
joint European nuclear deterrent. In terms
of nuclear proliferation, that would be the
least harmful outcome.

As for NATO 1.0, it is dead, although it
may persist as a polite fiction for some
time. It has “kicked the bucket, shuffled
off the mortal coil, rung down the curtain
and joined the choir invisible.” But its soul
goes marching on.
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COMMUNITY VOICES

Monthly Message: DBOT recognizes Nonprofit Appreciation Week

Every day across Ontario, non-profit orga-
nizations are quietly doing work that keeps
communities strong by supporting families,
feeding neighbours, creating spaces for con-
nection, and stepping in where help is need-
ed most. The third week of February is a
chance to pause and say thank you.

Non-Profit Appreciation Week - this year,
falling between Feb. 15 and 21, is officially
recognized through Ontario’s Non-Profit Sec-
tor Appreciation Week Act (Bill 9, 2021), and
helps to celebrate the nearly 850,000 peo-
ple who work in Ontario’s non-profit sector.

These are the indi-
viduals who show
up every day with
compassion,  cre-
ativity, and commit-
ment, often behind
the scenes, making
a real difference in
the lives of others.
This week exists for a simple but pow-
erful reason: to recognize just how much
non-profits contribute to our communities,
our economy, and our overall quality of life.

ufferin

BOARD of TRADE

From health care
and housing to arts,
culture, and social
services, non-prof-
its touch nearly
every corner of the
province. Their im-
pact is felt not just
in times of crisis, but in the everyday mo-
ments that help communities thrive.

The creation of Non-Profit Appreciation
Week was championed by MPP Daisy Wali,
with strong support from organizations like

the Bhayana Family Foundation and the
Ontario Nonprofit Network (ONN) — a col-
lective effort to ensure the sector’s contribu-
tions are formally and permanently recog-
nized.

Non-Profit Appreciation Week is an invita-
tion for all of us to acknowledge the people
doing this vital work. Whether it’s a quick
note of thanks, a public shout-out, or simply
taking a moment to reflect, it's a reminder
that stronger communities are built by peo-
ple who care, and Ontario’s non-profit sector
is full of them.

Town of Shelburne seeks public feedback on concept design of new Hyland Village Park

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

In a new survey launched by the Town of
Shelburne, local residents, particularly those
who already live in Hyland Village, are en-
couraged to voice their opinions on how
they’d like the new park to be designed.

This new park has already been zoned, and
some initial infrastructure is already in place,
such as bathrooms and pathways. However,
the amenities and other details are up for de-
bate, and the town wants to hear what local
residents would like to see built at the park.

Construction is set to begin in the summer
of 2026, with the goal of opening in the fall.

Complete the survey by Sunday, March 15,
to have your say on how the park should be
designed.

Among the considerations for this park is
the possibility of a playground. Nothing is
currently concrete, but if there is a serious
public demand for a playground section for
the park, the town is open to exploring this
option.

The planned Hyland Village Neighbour-
hood Park will be located near Barnett Drive
and Stewart Street and is intended to serve
the growing residential community in the sur-
rounding area.

Municipal officials say the space is being
designed as a local gathering place that sup-
ports recreation, leisure, and community con-
nection for nearby residents.

Through the survey, residents can share
feedback on potential features and park de-
sign priorities. The town is seeking input on
which amenities would best meet the com-

)

(unassumed)

i :
1. New Neighbourhood Parks
Hyland Village Park — Facility Fit Concept Plan

1. Existing park washroom building/sanitary
pumping station (unassumed)

2. Existing driveway and parking area (3 spaces)

3. Planned multi-use park pathways/trail connection be-
tween Main Street, Stewart Street and Barnett Drive

4. Planned tree plantings

5. Proposed junior and senior children’s playgrounds

6. Proposed benches or armourstone seating areas

7. Proposed park shelter/shade structure/gazebo

8. Proposed basketball/multi-use court/outdoor ice rink

9. Potential future spray feature

10. Potential future community garden

munity’s needs, including recreational spac-
es, seating areas, landscaping elements, and
other features that contribute to an accessi-
ble and welcoming environment.

According to the town’s project page, com-
munity input will play an important role in
guiding the final design. Feedback gathered
from the survey will help staff determine
which features to prioritize as the project

moves forward into the design phase ahead
of construction.

Neighbourhood parks are typically de-
signed to provide convenient access to out-
door recreation for residents within walking
distance, while also offering spaces for fam-
ilies, children, and individuals to gather and
stay active.

Residents interested in participating in the

consultation can complete the survey online
through the Town of Shelburne’s public en-
gagement platform. Town officials encourage
residents to submit their feedback before the
March 15 deadline to help shape the future of
the Hyland Village Neighbourhood Park.

To view the form online, go to haveyour-
sayshelburne.ca/hyland-village-neighbour-

“SAFETYINMOTION”

s g ATTRIDGE)]

TRANSPORTATION INC.

NOW HIRING!

SCHOOL BUS AND CHARTERED DRIVERS

Supplement
Your Income

Free Training

E el

PARTTIME OPPORTUNITIES IN

Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand Valley, Mono, Melancthon and Mulmur

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED

Drive a School bus and make a difference in a child's education.

SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME

Drive with purpose and earn more.
Join our team of school bus drivers and enjoy extra pay.

PROFESSIONALTRAINING

Attridge Transportation Inc. is providing friendly training for steady part-
time bus drivers (and in some cases spare drivers).

Professional Experience not required.
Vehicles are all automatic.

Attridge Transportation is an inclusive and accessible employer. We welcome a diverse range
of candidates to apply for this position. Including people with disabilities. Accommodations
are available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

APPLY TODAY!

attridge.com
Call 1-888-749-1515 or Email jobs@attridge.com

Saturday February 28

Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex

9:00 am -

The best way to understand the power, efficiency,
and thrill of driving an electric vehicle is to get
behind the wheel yourself.

Book your test drive appointment

&
T

3:00 pm

Q

plugndrive.ca/events

)
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plugndrive.ca/events [P D

Drop-ins are welcome, but priority will be given to scheduled visitors.
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Town of Shelburne releases important dates ahead of municipal elections

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Residents are being encouraged to mark
their calendars as key dates approach for the
upcoming municipal election in the Town of
Shelburne, scheduled for Oct. 26.

The 2026 municipal elections are fast ap-
proaching in communities across the county,
and Shelburne has already begun preparing
for them.

During a recent council meeting held on
Feb. 9, town staff delivered a briefing out-
lining important milestones for candidates,
third-party advertisers and voters ahead of
election day.

For those considering a run for municipal

office, as well as individuals or groups plan-
ning to nominate candidates or participate as
third-party advertisers, registration will offi-
cially open May 1.

To help guide prospective candidates
through the process, the town will host infor-
mation sessions on May 6 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
and May 7 from 10 a.m. to noon. These ses-
sions are intended to provide an overview of
nomination procedures, campaign rules, and
other requirements for municipal elections.

A major deadline in the election timeline
arrives later in the summer. Aug. 21 has been
set as nomination day, as well as the final op-
portunity for candidates to confirm or with-
draw their nominations. The municipal clerk
will then certify official candidates on Aug. 24,

finalizing the list of individuals appearing on
the ballot.

Third-party advertisers will have until Oct.
23 to register.

As the campaign season ramps up, residents
can expect to see election signage appearing
throughout the community.

Under the town’s regulations, campaign
signs will be permitted beginning Sept. 28,
marking the start of the visible push toward
election day.

Voters will also have the option of casting
their ballots in advance through internet and
telephone voting, a system aimed at increas-
ing accessibility and participation.

These voting methods will become avail-
able starting Oct. 16 and will remain open

through election day.

In 2022, when the last municipal election
occurred, Shelburne had a voter turnout of
36.2 per cent. At that time, Wade Mills was
acclaimed as mayor, Shane Hall was elect-
ed deputy mayor, and Walter Benotto, Kyle
Fegan, Len Guchardi, Daniel Sample, Lindsay
Wegener were elected as councillors.

Municipal elections determine local lead-
ership, including the mayor and councillors,
with elected officials responsible for deci-
sions affecting municipal services, infrastruc-
ture and community development.

With the election still several months away,
residents, prospective candidates and commu-
nity groups are encouraged to stay informed
and prepare.

Local nonprofits across the region unite to celebrate Nonprofit Appreciation Week

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Nonprofit Appreciation Week is underway,
and more than 100 not-for-profit organizations
in Guelph, Wellington, Waterloo and Dufferin
County are coming together to celebrate.

Running from Feb. 15 to 21, the week high-
lights the important work of nonprofits in the
region while raising awareness of their role in
promoting community wellbeing, connection
and resilience.

“Charities and nonprofits are at the very
heart of our community. And the staff who
power up the programs and services do it be-
cause they intrinsically care about people and
believe in building strengths. This week gives
all of us the opportunity to say, ‘Thank you.
We see you and appreciate all that you do.’

GIVE US A CALL
519-941-8254
FIND US ONLINE
www.fixauto.com
199 C-Line, Orangeville

{Across from the local OPP station)

Seniors Bundle
Internet + TV+ Phone

High-Speed Unlimited Internet + Basic TV + 10

Free Phone Features!

Their impact on our community is second-to-
none,” said Michele Fisher, executive director
of Dufferin Community Foundation.

The local activation of Nonprofit Appre-
ciation Week was sparked by conversations
between Glenna Banda, executive director
of United Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin,
and Kris Cummings, owner and principal
consultant at Do/able Consulting. United Way
Guelph Wellington Dufferin was the inaugural
partner and helped shape the idea of creating
a shared, visible way to recognize nonprofit
teams while also helping the public better un-
derstand nonprofit impact.

From that initial idea, the initiative grew
into a collaborative effort supported by Unit-
ed Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin, Lind De-
sign, Guelph Community Foundation, Duffer-
in Community Foundation, and the Dufferin
Board of Trade.

“At the Dufferin Board of Trade, we work
closely with businesses across our region and
see firsthand how interconnected our non-
profit and business communities truly are,”

CLAXTON DENTURE CLINIC

DWIGHT CLAXTON pp
\
A L\

Implant and Denture Solutions
Same day relines and repairs

EAT o LAUGH ¢ SMILE

NO REFERRALS NECESSARY
FREE CONSULTATION
ELECTRONIC CLAIMS PROCESSING
WE NOW ACCEPT
Canadian Dental Care Plan Clients

121 FIRST STREET UNIT 2 A, 141 MAIN STREET WEST,
ORANGEVILLE SHELBURNE

519-941-9510 519-925-9511

Visit our Orangeville Office:
95 First St Unit B4

(Beside Walmart)

Call & use Code:

said Diana Morris, executive di-
rector of the Dufferin Board of
Trade. “Nonprofit organizations
strengthen our local economy,
support workforce wellbeing,
and help build the vibrant, re-
silient communities that busi-
nesses rely on. We are proud to
participate in Nonprofit Appre-
ciation Week and to recognize
the individuals and teams whose
work makes such a meaningful
difference every day.”
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Additional promotion and out-
reach support in Waterloo Region is being
provided by the Children and Youth Planning
Table of Waterloo Region, United Way Water-
loo Region, Volunteer Waterloo Region, and
Waterloo Region Community Foundation.

“Participating nonprofits have received ac-
tivation kits that include posters, thank-you
cards, and stickers designed to recognize staff
teams and share why nonprofit work mat-
ters,” reads the United Way’s press release.

“Over the week posters will be displayed
at more than 150 nonprofit organizations and
community spaces across the region, creating
a shared visual presence during the week and
10,000 stickers and 10,000 thank you cards
will be distributed to recognize those who
work in the nonprofit sector.”

Throughout Nonprofit Appreciation Week,
nonprofits will also be sharing reflections

n “what they wish others understood about
their work,” along with moments they are
proud of from the past year.

“Across our region, nonprofits are doing
deeply important work that helps people feel
supported, connected, and cared for,” said
Glenna Banda, executive director of United
Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin.

“Nonprofit Appreciation Week is about

recognizing the people behind that work and
ensuring the broader community understands
just how vital the nonprofit sector is to our
collective wellbeing. We offer an enormous
thank you to all of our fellow non-profit em-
ployees for continuing to show up and for the
work you do to make even one person’s life a
little bit better every day.”

Nonprofit Appreciation Week is formally
recognized by the Government of Ontario
through Bill 9, the Non-Profit Sector Appre-
ciation Week Act (2021). The legislation ac-
knowledges the contributions of nonprofit
workers and organizations across the prov-
ince and was championed by the Bhayana
Family Foundation, Ontario Nonprofit Net-
work, and United Way Greater Toronto. With
more than 1 in 10 Canadians working in the
nonprofit sector (Imagine Canada), this week
provides an opportunity for communities to
recognize nonprofit workers and deepen pub-
lic understanding of the sector’s importance.

Community members are encouraged to
look for the posters, follow along during
the week, and engage with the stories being
shared to help amplify appreciation for non-
profit organizations and the people behind
the work.

SENIORSAVE

-888-477-2177

Simple Switch. Local Support. Real People.

*3-year price guarantee (36 months). Regular rates

pply after. You may be subject to a cancellation fee

Applicable to New Wightman Residential Fibre customers only, where tec |'Trh]| ogy exists. Speads n

O 2T
 vary. Limited time offer.

elled within promeo p
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CONNECT WITH US

S A f’r’:;;afa* Place, A lf'.-.‘rJ.r.f,'fgr of Pace shelburne.ca

haveyoursayshelburne.ca

HELBURNE ocuver

Ll ARG, LANAL

OWN PAGE

203 MAIN STREET EAST, SHELBURNE ON L9V 3K7 | PHONE: 519-925-2600 | EMAIL: INFO@SHELBURNE.CA | WWW.SHELBURNE.CA

COUNCIL 2026 DATES February 23, March 9 & 23, April 13 & 27 (Virtual), May 11 & 25, June 1 (virtual) & 22 (Virtual), July 13 & 27,
August 24, September 14 & 28, October 5, December 14

BE A HYDRANT
%W  HERO

Keep hydrants clear of snow

EXPLORE PLANS FOR THE NEW HYLAND VILLAGE

PARK AND TAKE A BRIEF SURVEY TO HELP
SHAPE ITS FUTURE.

"!'IIII ““ .
& haveyoursayshelburne.ca/ SHELBURME
FROZEN PIPES WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU, SHELBURNE! WORKING TOGETHER
Frozentplpes fanfbe aﬂsenpus.mtconven;]ence ah?d may The Town of Shelburne is designing a brand-new Hyland | Help keep our community safe this winter by clearing
even stop water from flowing Into your home. 1f you Village Neighbourhood Park, and we’re asking residents snow from fire hydrants and catch basins.

suspect a frozen pipe, the first step is to locate the frozen

. help sh he f f thi i .
section. to help shape the future of this community space

In an emergency, every second counts. By keeping

Whether you live in Hyland Village or visit nearby parks, fire hydrants visible and accessible, you ensure that

PREVENT'NG FROZEN PIPES . your input matters. emergency services can respond quickly.
* Keep indoor temperature above 8°C near pipes. . . _
* Seal leaks and keep garage doors closed. Tell us what features, amenities, and playground Clearing snow from catch basins helps prevent street
* Insulate exposed pipes and drain outdoor faucets elements are most important to you and your family. flooding and icy road conditions, making our roads safer
THAWING A FROZEN PIPE Please complete the survg{ by Sur.1d.ay, March 15, 2026. for everyone. |
If a pipe freezes inside your home: To learn more and to participate, visit: Let’s work together to keep our neighbourhood safe and
e Turn on the nearest tap www.haveyoursayshelburne.ca/hyland-village- sound!
« Warm the pipe starting near the tap. neighbourhood-park For more information or visit shelburne.ca
* Use safe methods like warm towels or a space heater Your feedback will help us develop design concepts and

(to heat the room, not the pipe directly) plan for construction anticipated to begin this summer.

SHELBURNE, DUFFERIN & AREA

JOB FAIR

EMPLOYERS WANTED

Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex (CDRC)
200 Fiddle Park Lane, Shelburne ON

APRIL 23 | 1:00- 5:30 PM

UPRER
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i
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A POWERFUL COMMUNITY EVENT THAT CELEBRATES
CULTURE, HISTORY, AND BLACK EXCELLENCE

The Dufferin County Canadian Black Association (DCCBA) is proud to announce our 6th
Annual Black History Month Celebration in partnership with the Town of Shelburne!

S N OW DO E S i This year’s event builds on the Government of Canada’s theme “30 Years of Black
' History Month: Honouring Black Brilliance Across Generations - From Nation Builders to

N OT BE LO N G .' . L I Tomorrow’s Visionaries.”

O N TH E ' - Keynote Speaker - Master T; MC: Moy Fung
_— Performance by Richie C and Dianne James

RO AD S African Drumming and Dancing by Ankhoden
February 21 from 6PM — 8PM at Grace Tipling Hall, 203 Main Street E, Shelburne

Eventbrite Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dccba-6th-annual-black-history-month-
celebration-tickets-1981202639427 ?aff=oddtdtcreator

N SiETBURKE WINTER REMINDERS

WINTER MAINTENANCE BY-LAW REMINDERS DAMAGED GRASS

Winter maintenance is performed under a NOISE #52 - 2022 Grass near the sidewalk and along the
priority system. Primary roads such as boulevard can become damaged during

Greenwood St, Fiddle Park Lane, Simon St Noise is rl‘nanda?eéi at ItTe rrllunicipal, winter maintenance efforts.
and Victoria St will be cleared first, followed Provinciaiandiederalieve Damagde to Town arass will be inspected
by residential streets, crescents and courts. This includes: . reg i thg ol Pleasepre -
Please allow 24 hours after a snowfall e Animal noise dama % to the Town’g Ogérations Pgrks
before requesting service. » Amplified sound (such as music) and Fgcilities Clerk with )E)our address and

e Do not push snow onto the road. * C_onstructlon noise (out side of hours details to ensure it is logged for repair.

» Place bins on your property, not on (2RO L9 (0D ) Please remember that boulevards are

roads, sidewalks, or snowbanks. ANIMAL CONTROL #15 - 2018 owned by the Town and should not have

F. G2l MG Enie] el Pet owners are reminded that they must any permanent landscape features.

or questions or concerns: pick up after their dogs and keep them on a :
jkaske@shelburne.ca leash at all times unless they are in a 5§ﬁosr;gﬁ>Tﬁu%eg§/g]§nIgm? ol
519-925-2600 ext. 261 designated leash-free zone. :

DO YOU HAVE A CONCERN?
REPORT YOUR CONCERN ONLINE AT SHELBURNE.CA/CONCERN/

We have made every attempt to make all our documents accessible. Please contact us if you require assistance and we will make every attempt to provide this information in an alternate format.
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SPORTS

Shelburne Curling Club to celebrate 100th anniversary with open house

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

If you have ever driven by the Shelburne
Curling Club and were curious about curl-
ing, you will have a chance to try it yourself
when the club hosts an open house to cele-
brate its 100th anniversary in March.

Curling has been played in Shelburne for a
long time. Local records show the sport was
played on local ponds as early as the 1880s.

Playing on a frozen pond provided all
sorts of challenges for early curlers. From
bumpy ice to freezing weather conditions,
curlers put up with a lot to enjoy their sport.

The Shelburne Club was established in
1926 with an indoor ice sheet at the site
where the Shelburne Legion now stands.
For several years, the Legion and the Curl-
ing Club shared the building.

The Curling Club built its own facility at
the current O’Flynn Street location in 1962.

It has four curling sheets and a club area
with big windows so people can watch the
action on the ice.

Curling is a sport that you can enjoy for a
lifetime.

Children like learning the sport, and many

recreational curlers play well into their later
years.

The Shelburne Curling Club will open its
doors to the public during the anniversary
celebration and give everyone a chance to
try the sport.

“We are going to have open ice for those
who have always thought, ‘maybe I could try
curling,”” explained Shelburne Curling Club
Vice President Lindsey Metz. “This is the day
to bring people out and see if they want to
try curling. It’'s open for anyone who wants
to come in. We have all the equipment. They
only need to have really clean shoes. Kids
need helmets. We will get some games start-
ed. We want it to be a really nice, relaxed
day that everyone can enjoy.”

If you attend, it is important to bring a
pair of clean shoes that you haven’t worn
outdoors or at the Club. The Club needs to
protect the integrity of the ice, and that in-
cludes keeping foreign objects off the ice
sheets.

The Shelburne Curling Club is a thriving
local organization with around 170 mem-
bers, and they are always looking for new
members.

B n
FRELANNE B gy

FILE PHOTO

MILESTONE: The Shelburne Curling Club will be celebrating its 100th anniversary by invit-
ing the public to the club to give curling a try. The open house will take place on Saturday,

March 7.

“We’ll have members that will be out on
the ice for people who want a tutorial,” Metz
explained. “We’ll have someone who can
show the basics, and you can go from there.”

The Shelburne Curling Club’s 100th anni-
versary open house will take place on Sat-

urday, March 7, beginning with open ice at
3 p.m.

At 5 p.m., there will be a ‘closest to the
prize’ contest.

The party continues in the evening with
food and music from The Curling Stones.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTOS

COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER: It was an after-
noon of fun at the Centre Dufferin Recreation Com-
plex in Shelburne during the Family Day holiday
on Monday, Feb. 16. Local residents enjoyed a free
skate on the ice courtesy of three local businesses.
(Middle top photo) There were also prizes for lucky
winners. Kari and Courtney from Main Street Den-
tal, Alexandra from Shelburne Family Chiropractic
& Wellness, and Krupa from Shelburne Optometry
greeted visitors at the prize table.

Special Olympics Polar Plunge moving indoors at CDRC for this year’s chilly event

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

If you ever wanted to use the phrase ‘shiv-
er me timbers’ in a sentence at an appropri-
ate time, you'll get your chance during the an-
nual Dufferin-Shelburne Polar Plunge, where
participants will jump into a freezing pool in
support of a good cause.

The Polar Plunge raises funds and aware-

ness in support of Special Olympics Ontario
and helps athletes achieve their goals of com-
peting. This includes year-round training and
events for athletes with intellectual disabili-
ties.

Plungers seek sponsorship for their chilly
efforts and enter as individuals, organiza-
tions, businesses, or groups of friends who
like to take part while wearing costumes.

|
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800 OJIBWAY ROAD, SHELBURNE -+« LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

} I’'m lovin’ it

LIAM VERDUI

A lifelong baskeball player, Centre Dufferin
District High school junior point guard
William Verduin brings a lot of experience
to his team.

“l like the competition, the athleticism it
takes, and the skill,” William said of why he

TEAM: CENTRE DUFFERIN
DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
ROYALS JUKIOR BASKETBALL

POSITION: POINT GUARD

likes the sport. “I like having a team you can
rely on and help each other on the court.”

William also plays club basketball
with the Orangeville Hawks.

This year, the plunge will move indoors to
the Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex in
Shelburne.

“This year’s Polar Plunge will be the first
and only plunge to be held indoors,” ex-
plained organizer Jeff McLean, Provincial
Constable with the Dufferin OPP. “We are
hosting it at the Shelburne Arena at centre
ice. This allows for the participants to be
able to plunge in the cold atmosphere, while
ensuring the event is not cancelled due to in-
clement weather.”

Unpredictable weather caused the event to
be cancelled twice last year when conditions
made travel to the outdoor venue unsafe.

“This year, we have set the theme as ‘Ca-
nadian,” Constable McLean explained. “This
will also allow the participants to interpret
this however they wish, but we do request
that it remain family-friendly, and partici-
pants are encouraged to interpret it in a pos-

itive way. Once again, there are prizes for
best costumes for individual, team, and best
dressed Olympian. We are again awarding the
Frozen Belt. Last year, Cole Carlson, a Spe-
cial Olympic Athlete from Dufferin, won the
belt as the top fundraiser for Dufferin Coun-
ty.”

The wait for your turn to plunge will be a
little more comfortable this year at the in-
door venue, thanks to change rooms and no
cold wind blowing across the event.

The Dufferin Polar Plunge will take place
at the Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex in
Shelburne on Sunday, March 29.

Registration starts at 2 p.m., with the
Plunge getting underway at 4 p.m.

You can register online at polarplunge.ca/
dufferin.

This is a chance to have a lot of fun, try
something new, and help raise funds for a
good cause that will benefit the community

FILE PHOTO

CHILLY DIP: The annual Dufferin Polar Plunge in support of Special Olympics Ontario will
once again give local residents the chance to take a dip in freezing cold water for a good
cause. This year’s event will be held indoors at the Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex on

March 29.
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
Is diversifying
our trade

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty,
we're ready with a plan to protect Ontario.
Diversifying our trade will connect our province
to new markets.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario O N t al i (@) @

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Hearts Wide Open for Autism fundraiser coming to Shelburne Legion

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Hearts Wide Open for Autism is preparing
to host a community Euchre tournament, of-
fering residents an affordable and engaging
way to support local children and youth with
special needs.

The event, held at the Shelburne Legion
on March 28 is designed to be accessible in
the current economic climate, with a modest
$30 entry fee instead of a higher-priced din-
ner fundraiser format. Participants will enjoy
card play, light food such as sandwiches, and
the chance to compete for prizes for first, sec-
ond, and third-place euchre players.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and games start at
6 p.m.

Deanna Avison, founder of Hearts Wide
Open for Autism, said that this year’s euchre
tournament is the first they have run, and is
designed to remain accessible to everyone.

“For 10 years we did a big mystery dinner
theatre at the Shelburne Golf and Country
Club, and that’s how we raised quite a bit
of money,” she said. “But with the economy
changing, I thought it was time to take a dif-
ferent avenue, so we're doing a Euchre tour-
nament instead. People can more easily afford
$30 than a big meal, and with things the way
they are, it just felt like time for a change.”

The Euchre night is the latest evolution of
Hearts Wide Open for Autism, which began
as a small, grassroots initiative more than a
decade ago.

Since its founding, the organization has
raised approximately $123,500 for local caus-
es, directing funds to the Upper Grand Learn-
ing Foundation’s special education programs
in Shelburne schools, Special Olympics, and,
most recently, the Orangeville Wolves special
needs hockey team.

A core principle of the group is ensuring
that funds go directly to programs for chil-

dren rather than to administrative overhead.

Behind the initiative is Avison, known in
the community as the “autism grandma.”

Her work began after her twin grandchil-
dren were diagnosed on the autism spectrum.

“I started it because I had, at the time, way
back, two grandchildren, twins, actually, that
were diagnosed with autism,” she said. “I kind
of went on a mission many years ago. I went
to the town and had the flag raised for the
awareness of autism, which comes on April
the second. I asked if they would carry on my
legacy, and every year, raise the flag in for au-
tism awareness, and that was granted.”

“I wasn't satisfied with just that. I wanted
people to be aware, to participate, so I found-
ed Hearts Wide Open for Autism,” Avison add-
ed.

Motivated by love and daily involvement
in their lives, she has championed awareness
through annual autism flag raisings and now
ongoing fundraising events.

Working closely with her daughter, Sher-
ri-Lyn Ferguson, who manages much of the
behind the scenes organization and online
promotion, Deanna continues to build a small
town network with an outsized impact for lo-
cal families.

The euchre tournament will also feature a
silent auction and raffles, with support from
long standing community sponsors includ-
ing GP Carpentry, M&M Food Market in Or-
angeville, Laura Lee and Grant Laverty, Main
Street Family Dental in Shelburne, the Mul-
lin Group, Shelburne Family Chiropractic,
Brown & Self, All Pro Roofing and Fifth Av-
enue Dental.

Pre registration for the tournament is re-
quired so organizers can account for food and
logistics in advance. Registration is handled
through an online link available on the Hearts
Wide Open for Autism Facebook page.

Toregister, go to: facebook.com/HeartsWid-
eOpenforAutism

Mulmur Community Fund generates enough funds to begin offering grants in 2027

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Mulmur Community Fund is ready
to bring lasting benefits to residents by
supporting local recreation and cultural ini-

tiatives without drawing on the township’s
regular budget.

Created under the umbrella of the Duf-
ferin Community Foundation, the fund will
provide grants for projects that enhance the
quality of life in Mulmur.

Diana is our absolute stunning 8 year old long-
haired princess. She was brought to FCR to socialize
and in the past two years we have seen her come
out of her shell. She is a peaceful girl who would
prefer a quiet home. She gets along well with other
cats and can co-habit with dogs without issue.
She truly wants a home where she can receive
pets and lounge in a warm bed.

Adoption fee is $275. She is spayed, microchipped,
vaccinated, dewormed and flea treated.

2

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707
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Pave your path to
a successful career

We're training over one million workers for
in-demand careers, so you can build a stable,
secure future for you and your community.

Join the skilled trades

PROTECT
ONTARIO

Learn more at ontario.ca/SkilledTrades
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Gord Gallaugher, founding chair of the
Dufferin Community Foundation (DCF),
said that, unlike traditional municipal fund-
ing, the Mulmur Community Fund is not in-
tended to cover core government services.

“It’s designed in general terms to enhance
quality of life in Mulmur or for the residents
of Mulmur Township, but it’s not meant to
subsidize any township-related or regular
government-related things,” he said. “So it’s
not strictly recreation, but extra things that
fall a little bit outside of the normal govern-
ment-funded things.”

The fund targets extras that enhance ame-
nities in small communities but are difficult
to finance with tax dollars alone. Decisions
on how the money is distributed will be
made by a citizens’ committee appointed
jointly by Mulmur council and the DCF, en-
suring local voices guide where support is
directed.

“There are a lot of recreation related
items that would qualify for funding from
this — everything from trail development to
perhaps tennis courts or pickleball courts
that haven’t been here before,” Gallaugher
said. “The township is in the midst of a ma-
Jjor fundraising effort to greatly renovate our
arena in Honeywood, and I would imagine
that there would be some of the things there
that could be funded from this fund as well.”

The fund was first initiated in 2021, but
growth was slow until a recent focused
campaign gave it a major boost.

Through direct email outreach to local
residents and word-of-mouth promotion,
organizers raised enough money to push the
fund past its crucial $25,000 threshold — the
minimum balance required before grants
can begin to flow.

“It didn’t come together quite naturally at

first, and there wasn’t any specific promo-
tion for it... so it was very slow until it got
this boost,” Gallaugher said. “If a fund is cre-
ated but it lingers there, attracting not much
in the way of attention or money, donations,
for a period of time, it’s going to be folded
into something else, because it’s unsustain-
able.”

“That makes it all the more gratifying that
we're now over that hurdle,” he added.

Donations have come from both long-
time supporters and new contributors who
learned about the initiative through recent
publicity and local newspaper coverage.

Now that the fund has reached that re-
quired goal, the next phase is about impact
and visibility. Beginning in 2027, the invest-
ed capital will generate annual grant dollars
that can be distributed over an extended pe-
riod, providing long-term support for grass-
roots projects in Mulmur.

“The foundation model is that the mon-
ey we raise is invested, and so we have an
amount of money then to grant every year
forever,” Gallaugher said. “So the amount of
money we've raised is not going to be gob-
bled up in a year or two. It’s invested, and
we have small amounts there over years. So
there can be some very long term effects as
well.”

As grants are awarded and publicly
announced by the Dufferin Community
Foundation, organizers expect communi-
ty awareness — and further donations — to
grow, helping the fund expand and increase
what it can return to the township year after
year.

For more information on the Mulmur
Community Fund, go to: dufferincom-
munityfoundation.ca/mulmur-communi-
ty-fund-donation/

Ontario @
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(CLASSIFIEDS

519.925.2832 - Fax: 519-925-5500 - email@shelburnefreepress.ca

Email, or call us for pricing. Classified cut-off time is 12 pm Tuesday

ELIZABETH’S HOME CHILDCARE Unlicensed & Private
in Shelburne will have 2 spots available January 1, 2026. Ages
1 to 4 years.Contact via e-mail elizabeth.tozer@hotmail.com

CHILDCARE OBITUARY WANTED

HOME SERVICES

STOP WASTING
MONEY THROUGH
YOUR ROOF!!

The problem isn't your HVAC
system it's your insulation!!

Save up to 20%
with topped up attic
insulation

Call for Free Estimate
437-898-3875
References Available

IN MEMORIAM

Eh touing memory of iom EDedt
MARY JEAN LAURSEN 1962-2018
ROBERT BRENT LAURSEN 1961-2024

Those we love don’t
go away

They walk beside us
everyday

Unseen, unheard,
but always near

Still loved, still missed

And forever dear

CLEAR THE CLUTTER

(all Debbie at 519-925-2832 to book your Classified ad

PETER (PETE) HERLIHY

A lover of nature and
the arts, his photography
showed the viewer a
glimpse into the depth
and perception that lived
within ~ him.  Possessed
of a calm intellect that
never boasted, he willingly
shared his incredibly in-
depth knowledge of the
natural world, the origins
of language, and science of
life with anyone who was
curious.

He instilled a respect for nature in

thousands of people over his decades

of teaching as an outdoor educator at the Boyne River
Natural Science School. This boundless enthusiasm
for learning, coupled with his uncanny ability to
remember seemingly everything hed ever been taught
in detail over his life earned him the well-deserved title
of “Granddad Google” from his youngest grandchild!

Despite all the knowledge he stored about the world
in his head, what shone through for all that met him
was what he held in his heart and how he lived it. “My
religion is kindness” he would say, and he lived his life
true to those words, holding patience and gentleness
towards others at all times, believing in the inherent
good of people.

He is incredibly missed by his family, friends, and so
many other people he has touched over his life. If you
are one of them reading this today, please do something
kind for someone in his honour, and remember the
wonderful person he is and was.

Peacefully on Wednesday, February 11th, 2026 at
the age of 90. Beloved former husband of Bronwen
Herlihy (nee Roberts) (2024). Loving father of Nia
Herlihy (Chris Pipka) and Rhian (2023) (Joe Oliveira).
Cherished grandfather of Cody, Ryan, and Justine.
Remembered by his sister Nola Wylie (nee Herlihy)
of England. Pete will be greatly missed by many other
relatives and friends.

Memorial visitation will be held at the Dods & McNair
Funeral Home, Chapel & Reception Centre, 21 First
St., Orangeville on Saturday, February 21st, 2026 from
12:00 pm to 2:00 pm. Words of remembrance will begin
at 1:30 pm.

A tree will be planted in memory of Pete in the
Dods & McNair Memorial Forest at the Island Lake
Conservation Area, Orangeville.

Condolences may be offered to the family at www.
dodsandmcnair.com

WANTED

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!?
[}
Porsche 356/911/912,
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, Call David
I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars.
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 41 6'802'9999
and joy that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH.

Call Deb at
519-925-2832 or
email deb@Ipcmedia.ca

to advertise your
HELP WANTED ad today!

Fréé Presse

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

Wt

LYF

A holiday artisan

shopping experience

Be Part Of The Magic! We’re decking the halls once again and inviting unique, passionate vendors to join us in
making HollyFest even more magical in its second year. After an incredible inaugural event, we’re excited to
welcome new businesses and continue growing Orangeville Citizen’s signature holiday shopping experience.

If you're ready to showcase your products, connect with an engaged community, and be
part of a festive tradition in the making, we'd love to have you at HollyFest!

,_@Saturdav, November 21, 2026 - 9am to 4pm;and - .
Y | L Sunday, November ZZ 2026 - 10am to 3pm -

Indoors at the Orangeville Fairgrounds, 247090 Side Rd 5, Mono .

orangevillehollyfest.ca &

To apply to be a vendor at the show, scan the QR code or email shows@Ipcmedia.ca for a

vendor application form. Apply before June 1, 2025 and be eligible for early acceptance on June 26.
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Looking to showcase
your business in the
Shelbume community?

To reserve your spot in the Shelburne

Recreation Guide Spring/Summer 2026 Edition,

please contact Deb

PUBLISHED BY:

519.925.2832

deb.freeman@hotmail.com

murder fol

A 3l-year-old man from Trenton, Ont. has
been arrested for attempted murder, among
other violent charges, following an incident in
Orangeville late last week.

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers responded to a call for a disturbance
at residence in Orangeville, where they found
two people suffering from serious injuries.

The OPP’s preliminary investigation deter-
mined that both victims sustained injuries
consistent with a stabbing. One victim was
transported to a Toronto-area trauma centre
with life threatening injuries, while the other
victim’s injuries were deemed minor in nature.

An officer with the Dufferin Detachment of

Trenton man arrested for attempted
owing stabbing of two people

the Ontario Provincial Police sustained minor
injuries while arresting the accused individu-
al.

As a result of the OPP’s investigation, Na-
than Arsenault, 31, from Trenton, has been
charged with:

e Attempt to commit murder

e Assault with a weapon

e Assault a peace officer

The accused was transported to Dufferin
Detachment and will be held pending a bail
hearing. None of the charges have been prov-
en in court.

The police say there is no threat to public
safety.

There are several meaningful ways to recog-
nize Black History Month. Here are just a few
ways to participate right here in Shelburne:

1. Read books - fiction or non-fiction — by
Black authors and share your review with
friends and family or on social media. At the li-
brary, we have several titles on display and are
always happy to recommend your next read.

2. If you have young children, attend our
weekly Story Times. Not only are we shar-
ing stories by Black authors, but we have the
privilege of hosting students from Centennial
Hylands’ Huskies of Colour as special guest
readers. The goals of this student-led club are
to develop confidence, leadership skills, and
academic excellence.

3. Attend a Black History Month Celebra-
tion. On Saturday, Feb. 21, from 6 to 8 p.m.,
at Grace Tipling Hall, the Dufferin County Ca-
nadian Black Association (DCCBA) and the
Town of Shelburne have planned a powerful
community event celebrating culture, history
and Black excellence. This all-ages event is
free, and we hope to see you there.

STAFF PICK OF THE WEEK

Black Cherokee by Antonio Michael
Downing is the Shelburne Public Library’s
staff pick of the week. In this story, Betty
meets Queenie in a courageous coming-of-age
story about a Black girl fighting for recognition
in a South Carolina Cherokee community that

bie Freeman.

e .- 1
S . I |

FréePressw

Shelburne Public Library encourages the
community to recognize Black History Month

refuses to accept her ancestry as legitimate.

Why Molly recommends it: This is the
first book I've read by this author, and after the
first few pages, I slowed way down to savour
it. Told between the 90s and mid-aughts from
the perspective of Ophelia Blue Rivers, I was
immediately drawn in because I also lived in
South Carolina at the same time.

To say I was ignorant of the area’s history
is a profound understatement. In Black Cher-
okee, Downing winds a fictional (but historic)
river tale of South Carolina around his readers
in order to deliver a deeply North American
story, coming of age in a time of great division.

Ophelia moves through her family and is
moved around by them, but she tries to remind
herself of how she is connected through them.
I was impressed by Downing’s adept writing
of female characters and how he showed their
greatness through their human faults. This
book brings together two things I'm passion-
ate about: truth and learning through ancestral
narrative.

Save the date! Antonio Michael Downing
will discuss his book in conversation with li-
brary CEO Shannon McGrady as part of Small
Town, Big Ideas at the Museum of Dufferin
(MoD) on April 25 at 2 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able via the MoD’s website.

This article was written by the Shelburne
Public Library staff.

In need of professional DJ services for
your party, wedding or event?

Contact us at DufferinDJs@gmail.com
or 289-404-4579 to learn

Lo

LONDON
PUBLISHING corp.

debbie@lpcmedia.ca § more and get a quote.

TRINITY
PRIMROSE

ABIDING PLACE
FELLOWSHIP

C H U R C H www.abidingplace.ca UNITED CHURCH
DIRECTORY Sy 'UNITED CHURCH

SUNDAY SERVICE

200 Owen Sound Street, Shelburne

A FAMILY CHURCH

1 0 R 0 0 AM Sunday Service & Children’s Ministry
* SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE
BETHEI‘ BIBLE cHAPEI‘ Mel-Lloyd Centre, Entrance “F” Door, 10:30 a.m. PRIMﬁgEFS(}ﬁ\;}d{EB’ ﬁOI:PRCH

419 Main Street East, Shelburne
Sunday Services - 9:45am Lord’s Supper
10:45am Family Bible Hour, Sunday School

Chapel 519-925-3910 or 519-278-0066
www.bethelshelburne.com - All Welcome!!

Children’s Church Available m""— i Worshipping at Trinity Primrose United Church

167 Centre St, Shelburne

Pastor; Rev. Gord Horsley

Come and bo (Blessed

¢

Office: 519 925 0905

email: communications@shelburneprimrose.com
www shelburneprimrose.com

ALL WELCOME

Pastor Gavin Sullivan
226-200-0843

764213 8th Line
Melancthon, Ontario

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

870 %5, NEW YEAR
&« +. TILE & BATH
. DEALS
ALL-MONT LTD. GARAGA [b Afferanre
GARAGE DOOR Reliable « Local

P Broken Spring

H -

EXPERTS Tile installs & bathroom renos
©416-881-2371. Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com

BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

Tree Removal o Trimming © Stump Grinding
Land Clearing » Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

519-942-1956 - 1-800-957-5865 - www.allmontdoors.com

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com 48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

-

"“Where Quality

and Service is
O Priority "™

= T~

SHELBURNE TIRE AND TOWING INC.

Dbul Jensen Em DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group 211 Main St. E.
Wreck Master — FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated Shelburne, ON
Cerlilied BrGoodrich

TAAT COANTED

Police approved towing and storage

serving Dufferin County for over 30 years
525401 Stk Sideroad, Melancthon, RR 84 Shelburme, OW LAV 175

579-925-5002 » 519-925-2795
L Email: shelburnetire@hotmail.com

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

Carol Freeman

Mortgage Broker

Call 519-925-28352
to advertise.

carolfreemanmortgages @gmail.com

FrééPresss

P www.carolfreeman.ca
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47 Broadway Ave. ORANGEVILLE  519-942-2573
WWEAVIFOOD MARKET

OVER 80% OF OUR PRODUCTS, INCLUDING EVERYTHING IN THIS FLYER, ¥
ARE MADE IN CANADA WITH DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED INGREDIENTS. o U R LOWEST P RI c Es ARE H E RE ‘

*Based on 2025 pricing.

»

INCREDIBLE
PRICE

Also available,
Chicken
Breast Grills

8 PIECES 800 ¢
317 99 mﬁ‘?

INCREDIBLE WING NIGHT TONIGHT BETTER
No reservations needed. NEW SIZE
Fully Cooked Chicken Wings 6808

Choose from 7 varieties.

Battered

Haddock ""**
6-9|PIECES}630/g --

2558 - 400 mL
CHOOSE FROM 5 VARIETIES.

9 9 | Caramelized , Fried Battered Pickles
A IﬁStuffed math Onion Dlp i 10-12 PIECES
SJalapenos » .

10~ 13 PIECES 360 ¢

P P za L : / Mini Franks
CESU60g : ' : ~ = ' in Pastry
~ 2\Varieties 1 P E y 15 PIECES279¢

jm - Sl f—-/  Flatbreads &
Beef-PattyB]- : Mac & Cheese Bites Al e S
B0, - : 14 PIECES 252¢ ivaictine AR S

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE 999<

WagyulBeefiSlidersy Pork Cutlettes
9 SLIDERS x518/1.8 0z 6 PIECES 680 g

Meatballs
60-70 PIECES 907 ¢

Sausagesii . ey Okloberiest L g 5 L $n Chicken Dumplings and Noodles Italian Style Sausage and Penne Korean Style Beef Noodles
8-9 PIECES00 8 5 JE Pulled Pork

2 Varieties B v l_ 2 POUCHES x 340 ¢ -
cer: D0 “OFF

Regular price $14.99 each

Jalapeno

Cheese Sticks

Chocolate Chunk . ,% £ 13-16 PIE&ESg
Cream Bars®

\\-—-—"’ 100%
= M|n| Raspberry Cheesecakes ESSS N .
6 PIECES 3004 i Vaurty Pack 6758

-

SIOW COOkEd Alsoavailable; 3 L
Beef Pot Roast Pork PotRoast 907.¢ Mozzarella SticksF=
907¢ $16.99 SAVE $5 15-21 PIECES 454 ¢

To view the full flyer, scan the QR code

or go to mmfoodmarket.com PROUDLY SERVING CANADIANS SINCE 1980 ¥

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19 TO WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2026 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products within this flyer are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers.
Special pricing and promotions are not valid at M&M Food Market Express and other non-traditional stores, as they offer a limited range of products. We reserve the right to correct any errors.
©2026 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.




7 TURN YOUR
CARRYOUT INTO

DELIVERY

with our new
DELIVERY CHARGE OF

ONLY $2.49
) ORDER NOW

802 Main Street East, Shelburne

Call 519.925.2121 Domlnos

SIGN UP o DOMINQO’S  now EARN FREE DOMINO’S
EVERY 2 ORDERS
Qﬂ' REWARDS 1 Order of $10 or more = 10 points

*Extra large may be available at select locations for an additional charge. Pricing may vary by location. An additional charge may apply for premium toppings, sauces,

extra cheese, and special pizza types including: Handmade Pan Pizzas, Thin Crust Pizzas, Gluten Free Pizzas and Feast Pizzas. Please refer to offer when ordering.
Limited time. Prices, participation, delivery area & delivery fee may apply,. Terms and charges may vary.




