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CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY: The Revelation Worship Centre Choir performs during the Dufferin County Canadian Black Associa-
tion’s sixth annual Black History Month Celebration at Grace Tipling Hall in Shelburne on Saturday, Feb. 21. See more photos on Page 2.
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Saddle up for strikes at Bowl for Kids’ Sake

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dufferin and District to host Wii Bowling fundraiser

519-925-2832
or 519-216-1021

LOOKING TO SELL? CALL TODAY!
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Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dufferin
and District is getting ready to roll out
its largest annual fundraiser, with a Wild
West-themed Wii bowling event designed
to raise money for local youth mentorship
programs.

“We are thrilled to invite the entire Shel-
burne community to join us for our annual
Bowl for Kids Sake fundraiser. As an orga-
nization dedicated to serving the youth of
Shelburne, this event is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to have fun while making a real dif-
ference in the lives of local children,” said
Nancy Stallmach, executive director of Big
Brothers and Big Sisters of Dufferin and
District.

“Every dollar raised helps us continue
our vital mentoring programs and your
participation shows the kids that you're in
their corner.”

Bowl for Kids’ Sake 2026 will take place
on Friday, April 10, in the ballroom at the
Best Western in Orangeville. Instead of
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traditional lanes, organizers have created
a virtual bowling alley using Wii bowling.
Guests are encouraged to come in costume,
embracing cowboy hats, boots and creative
Western-inspired outfits.

226 First Ave, Shelburne
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BOWLING BECAUSE: Last year’s Bowl for Kids’ Sake featured a St. Patrick’s Day theme,
bringing vast shades of green to the virtual bowling alley. With 2026 being western-themed,
expect cowboy hats, spurs, and leather boots as guests compete to be the best-dressed
and win a prize.
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Shelburne seeking performers for 2026 Fiddle Park Goncert Series

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of Shelburne is preparing for
a summer of live entertainment as planning
gets underway for the 2026 Fiddle Park
Concert Series.

The free, family-friendly concert series
will be hosted at Fiddle Park, located at 105
Second Line. It will feature a lineup of live
music and performances designed to bring
residents together while showcasing local
and regional talent.

Town officials say the series reflects Shel-

burne’s ongoing investment in community
programming and public spaces, with this
year’s concerts marking a special milestone
as one of the first major events held at the
newly redeveloped park.

The enhanced venue is designed to sup-
port recreation, community gatherings and
special events, providing a dedicated out-
door space for residents to connect and cel-
ebrate.

The 2026 concert dates are scheduled for
July 5, July 19, Aug. 9, Aug. 23, and Sept. 13.
All performances will be open to the public,
offering accessible entertainment for fami-

lies and community members throughout
the summer season.

As part of the planning process, the town
is inviting performers of all genres and styles
to apply to take part in the series. Interested
artists are asked to submit their name, type
of performance, and links or samples of
their work to town staff for consideration.
The call aims to highlight the wide range of
talent in and around Shelburne while creat-
ing opportunities for local artists to perform
in a public setting.

Municipal staff will also be using the call
for performers to build a roster of artists for

future community events, helping ensure
local talent continues to play a role in pro-
gramming in the years ahead.

Residents are encouraged to share the
opportunity with local performers and at-
tend the events as the town looks to foster
creativity, community connection and cul-
tural engagement through a summer of live
entertainment.

To learn more and to apply as a perform-
er, go to shelburne.ca/news/posts/town-of-
shelburne-seeking-local-musicians-enter-
tainers-for-2026-fiddle-park-concert-series/.

Applications open for Dufferin County’s 2026 Community Grant Program

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Each year, the County of Dufferin provides
funding to local organizations through its
Community Grant Program.

And this year is no different. Applications
are currently being accepted for Dufferin
County’s 2026 Community Grant Program.

The program supports the county’s stra-
tegic goals relating to climate, environment,
community, cultural enhancement, access
to food, youth services, senior services, eco-
nomic development, and diversity, equity and
inclusion initiatives.

The Community Grant Program doled out
$122,630 in 2025, across 24 organizations.

The grants are evaluated based on three
funding categories.

The multi-year Groundwork Grant pro-
vides community organizations with a fund-
ing agreement to strengthen them and ensure
that established programs of vital importance
can continue.

“Organizations may request Groundwork
funds for up to a three-year term. This is ac-
complished by allowing applicable overhead
and administrative and/or capital expenses
as needed to sustain an organization as eligi-
ble expenses,” reads a press release from the
County of Dufferin.

“Applications for Groundwork funds must
clearly demonstrate need and how the orga-
nization benefits residents of Dufferin and
show how multi-year funding will address a
funding challenge for the organization.”

The Bloom Grant focuses on programs or

events that receive one-time funding for ini-
tiatives aligned with the Community Grant
Program goals.

The Grassroots Grant is for unincorporat-
ed grassroots groups or newly incorporated
not-for-profit organizations that require sup-
port for a new initiative. This stream provides
up to $3,000 in one-time funding.

The county’s core values guide the Com-
munity Grant Program. They include collab-
oration, accountability, innovation, compas-
sion and courage.

Dufferin County partners with Headwaters
Communities in Action (HCIA) to administer
the Community Grant Program. A grant team
established by HCIA reviews applications
and evaluates them against established cri-
teria to ensure they align with the strategic

priorities.

Applications must be submitted by March
23 and can be completed online by visiting ti-
nyurl.com/DufferinGrants.

Grant recommendations will be made at
a Dufferin County council meeting in May,
following a review by the HCIA Assessment
Committee.

Anyone with questions about the program
can email action@headwaterscommunities.
org to learn more.

Questions concerning the application form,
notifications or payments can be emailed to
info@dufferincounty.ca or call 519-941-2816
ext. 2500.

Additional information, grant writing and
eligibility requirements can be found at duf-
ferincounty.ca.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH MARKED LOCALLY: A Black History Month event held
at Grace Tipling Hall in Shelburne on Feb. 21 featured performances, a speech from
keynote guest speaker Master T, African drumming, dancing, musical performances
from Richard C., and finger foods from Soulyve Catering.
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Stallmach explained that those collect-
ing pledges and donations will be able to
battle it out on the virtual lanes, all within
costume if they so choose.

The way it works is people collect pledg-
es, they collect donations for Big Brothers
Big Sisters, and then they come out on the
day and they dress up for our theme... this
year [it's] Wild West,” she said. “They come
to the ballroom at the Best Western, where
we have created a virtual bowling alley
with 15 lanes of Wii bowling put through a
projector to create the idea of actual bowl-
ing lanes.”

Music, decorations and prizes will help
set the mood, with awards planned for
standout costumes. Teams from workplac-
es, service clubs, churches and the orga-
nization’s own volunteers and families are
expected to participate.

The goal this year is to raise $30,000 in
support of Big Brothers Big Sisters’ mento-
ring programs.

The fundraiser supports an organization
that has been part of the community for
more than five decades. Big Brothers Big

“To allow us to match more
children with Big Brothers and
Big Sisters, and to provide our

mentoring programs, we do really
need money that we raise during
Bowl for Kids’ Sake. The money

goes directly to those programs.”

Nancy Stallmach, executive director of Big
Brothers and Big Sisters of Dufferin and District

Sisters of Dufferin and District was found-
ed in July 1972, with a mission that has re-
mained steady even as its programs have
evolved.

“At Big Brothers, Big Sisters, we match
kids that are facing adversity, and that
could be a variety of different things that
they might be struggling with, and we
match them with a caring adult mentor,”
Stallmach said. “This has a life-changing
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dufferin to host Wii Bowling fundraiser

impact on them, both in the short term and
throughout their whole lives.”

The Bowl for Kids’ Sake event itself has a
long history, originally held at a local bowl-
ing alley before being reinvented as a Wii
bowling fundraiser when the alley closed.
The virtual format has proven popular, with
many participants returning year after year.

Stallmach said that funding from events
like this is essential to keeping programs
running, especially given the limited gov-
ernment support they receive.

“We don't receive a lot of government
funding,” she said. “To allow us to match
more children with Big Brothers and Big
Sisters, and to provide our mentoring pro-
grams, we do really need money that we
raise during Bowl for Kids’ Sake. The mon-
ey goes directly to those programs.”

Current sponsors include Best Western,
RBC and Boston Pizza, and the organiza-
tion is actively seeking additional corpo-
rate partners.

“For corporate sponsors, it’s a great way
to be part of the community,” Stallmach
said. “We'’re anticipating having up to 200
people coming out during the day, so it’s a
great way to get their name out. We'll also

be putting logos and sponsors’ names on
our website and on our social media, and
it’s a great way to connect with the commu-
nity and with a charity that’s able to make a
big impact on the local community.”

Looking ahead, Big Brothers Big Sisters
is also planning its annual golf tournament
in June, with details still to come.

At the same time, the agency continues to
call for both sponsors and new volunteers,
noting there is a waiting list of children in
Dufferin County hoping to be matched with
a mentor.

“We're always looking for volunteers,”
Stallmach said. “We can always use more
Big Brothers and Big Sisters to be matched
with children. We have a waiting list of
children that could really benefit, and we’d
love to hear from people if they would be
interested in being part of that.”

The Bowl for Kids ‘Sake event promises
to be a fun initiative to bring people togeth-
er in the name of making a difference for
children across Dufferin County.

For those interested in learning more
or participating, go to dufferin.bigbroth-
ersbigsisters.ca/event/bowl-for-kids-
sake-2026/.

Town of Shelburne awarded grant for parks and playground reporting tool

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of Shelburne has received a
grant to help improve safety and mainte-
nance reporting across its parks and play-
grounds through a new digital system.

The town announced during a Feb. 20
press release that it had been awarded the
All Risk Municipal Grant from Local Au-
thority Services and Intact Public Entities,
which supports and promotes innovative
municipal risk management initiatives

aimed at improving safety, resiliency and
community well-being.

The funding will support the launch of
a centralized digital inspection and report-
ing tool for parks and playgrounds, along
with new QR code signage to help residents
quickly report issues.

The All Risk Municipal Grant — Invest-
ing in Municipal Risk Resiliency provides
$10,000 to three Ontario municipalities to
implement risk-reduction projects. Applica-
tions are evaluated based on factors such as
innovation, impact, transferability and risk

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

REDUCING RISK: The Town of Shelburne received a $10,000 grant to implement a safety
and maintenance reporting across its parks and playgrounds. The All Risk Municipal Grant
comes from Local Authority Services and Intact Public Entities, which selects three munic-
ipalities to receive funding to implement risk-reduction projects each year.
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reduction.

Shelburne’s project will focus on improv-
ing how concerns about parks and play-
ground equipment are reported, tracked
and addressed in real time.

The Town will develop a centralized dig-
ital inspection and reporting system within
PSD Citywide that allows residents to sub-
mit concerns directly from their phones,
while enabling staff to receive and respond
to requests more efficiently.

As part of the initiative, QR code signs will
be installed at local parks and playgrounds.
Residents will be able to scan the code, se-
lect the issue they want to report — such
as damage, cleanup needs or maintenance

Starting in April, recycling in
Dufferin County will be even
more convenient with a new

recycling cart.

Carts will be delivered

in March and can be
used as of April 1.

Learn more:
circularmaterials.ca/dufferincounty

concerns — provide a brief description,
confirm the location and upload a photo if
needed.

Each submission will automatically be
logged as a service request, helping staff
manage maintenance and inspections.

The system will also support formal play-
ground inspections, maintenance schedul-
ing and improved documentation, which
the Town says will help reduce risk and en-
hance safety across its parks network.

Officials say the project aims to create an
easier way for residents to report concerns
while helping ensure community spaces re-
main safe, well-maintained and efficiently
managed.
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Saturday March 7, 2026
110 O’Flynn St, Shelburne ON
Open to all, come see what the curling club is all about
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UPINION

| remember when..

A hug is a rather personal thing.

Generally speaking, you only embrace
someone you know rather well or are very
familiar with.

Although sometimes there is a hug-by-
proxy type of thing where you are introduced
to someone who is close to someone you
know, where they give you a hug because
it’s a way of saying they welcome you into
their life, or you are distantly related.

Several years ago, | noticed a trend in
younger people — generally middle school
or high school age — where hugging became
the norm every time they saw someone
they knew.

Because of my job, | spend consider-
able time in places like local arenas where
younger people congregate.

| would see a group of five or six kids run
into another group of five or six kids in the
arena lobby, and they would all hug each
other. Every kid hugged every other kid they
just ran into.

| thought that was a little much consid-
ering they all probably saw each other that
afternoon in school, but they were always
smiling and happy, so no harm done.

Then COVID happened. Kids were learn-
ing from home, and there was a general ‘no
contact’ rule pretty much everywhere.

Kids were taught to never touch anyone
and remain six feet away from other people.

Cuba: It’s a matter

Fidel Castro and his Communist band
of brothers have had a good long run in
power (66 years), but they have run out of
road.

Most of the relatively small Cuban mid-
dle class fled to the United States after the
1959 revolution, but the new regime cer-
tainly had mass popular support for at least
the next quarter-century. Then it began to
erode, but only quite slowly at first.

The Castro brothers and their allies
always faced huge economic problems
because of the US trade embargo, but
things got much harder after the old Soviet
Union collapsed in 1991, eliminating about
85 per cent of Cuba’s foreign trade.

The ensuing ‘Special Period in Time of
Peace’ spanned the 1990s and brought
great hardship to ordinary people -
rationing, blackouts, even severe food
shortages — but the economy stabilized (at
a permanently lower level of prosperity) by

2000.
F Shelburne
rec
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Now, those younger kids have moved
into middle school and high school.

They still seem happy to see other peo-
ple they know when they meet in the arena
lobby, but the hugging culture seems to
have disappeared.

Kids were taught that touching someone
else means you could get their germs, and
they seem to have taken that seriously — no
more hugging.

| would imagine the whole ‘cooties’ thing
has a lot more meaning in school yards
these days.

| bought my last vehicle during the
height of COVID. It was a bit of a challenge
because vehicles were getting scarce, and
you had to make an appointment just to
enter the dealership to look at a car.

| bought a vehicle and made an appoint-
ment to go in and pick it up.

A good friend of mine worked at the deal-
ership, and when she saw me, she came
out to say hello and gave me a hug because
it had been a while since we had seen each
other.

The salesperson looked absolutely
shocked that her co-worker had actually
touched a customer.

| didn’t mind at all.

However, later, | hoped this wouldn’t turn
into some kind of situation where the sales-
person would run to the general manager

of time

At that point 40 per cent of the population
would probably still have fought to defend
the regime, at least if the enemy was the
United States. The enthusiasm was gone,
but Cuban nationalism has always been a
powerful force.

However, the institutional rot in a ruling
party too long in power continued, and
after another 25 years of scraping along
the bottom many Cubans are in despair:
2.75 million (out of 11 million) have left the
country since 2020. Would those remain-
ing really resist an American invasion? That
may be what’s coming next, if you believe
the current American rhetoric.

Since the recent US raid on Venezuela
to kidnap that country’s president, Wash-
ington has redoubled its threats against
the Cuban regime. US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio (the American son of Cuban
exiles) said that if he were in the Cuban
government he’d be “concerned”, and

President Donald Trump said Cuba “will

O 3 years = $125.00 plus HST ($131.25)
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and announce that my friend had touched a
customer and possibly set off a germ chain
reaction that would result in the dealership
being fined and shut down.

The COVID era changed so many things,
and | think we are yet to realize the final
impact.

| know of quite a few sports groups,
clubs, and organizations that were either
banned from meeting during the pandemic
or members simply stopped attending out
of fear of being in any kind of social setting.

Many of those groups simply faded away
and have never recovered.

| also know of several service busi-
nesses that were forced to close and never
reopened.

Just a few days before the pandemic
was announced and some businesses were
ordered to close or greatly restrict their ser-
vice, | interviewed a young woman who had
just realized her lifelong dream of opening
her own cafe.

A few days later, she was forced to close
her doors and was only allowed to serve
pick-up orders. It wasn’t enough, and she
had to close shop.

Her dream disappeared because of the
pandemic.

The pandemic has also drastically altered
the way we say goodbye to loved ones who
have passed away.

be falling pretty soon.”

Many of Trump’s scattershot threats
are just idle bad-mouthing of perceived
enemies, but he may be serious this time.
Cuba imported half its oil from Venezuela
and another quarter from Mexico, but both
countries have yielded to Washington’s
demand to stop selling it to Havana.

Trump has also promised to put higher
tariffs on any other country selling oil to
Cuba, and the US Navy is seizing tank-
ers bound for Cuban ports. It amounts
to a total energy blockade of the country,
and the result is hugely damaging. Rolling
power cuts are shutting industries, trans-
port and even schools for much of the
time.

Cuba is sliding rapidly back into the
utter desperation of the ‘Special Period’,
but it would still be a big risk for Donald
Trump to stage a full-scale invasion of the
island. There are undoubtedly several mil-
lion Cubans who would still resist that, and
they are the ones who have the guns.

A more likely outcome is a deal of the
sort that Trumps likes, as close as possible
to the Venezuelan template. Find the peo-
ple in the existing Cuban regime who are
willing to sell out if the price is right, and
make a deal that gives Trump the final say
but protects their privileges and a good
deal of their power. Meet the new boss,
same as the old boss.

It would be a squalid end for an era in
Cuba that started with high hopes and big

BRIAN LOCKHART

Funerals during
COVID were very
restrictive. My own

mother died at the
start of the pandemic,
and initially, we were
told we could have only five people attend
any kind of funeral, including the officiant.

That number was increased to 10 prior to
the service. Her funeral ended up being a
family meeting at the funeral home prior to
a drive to the cemetery and a short service
where the funeral director insisted we all
stand six feet apart.

The good part of that service was that
many people actually did arrive, and parked
their cars in a ring around the cemetery and
watched from afar so as not to break dis-
tancing rules.

Since COVID, many people have been
eliminating funerals altogether.  After
announcing the death, the obituary states,
‘a celebration of life will happen at a later
date.’

However, with rare exceptions, those cel-
ebrations never take place.

It is sad to think we are losing a tradition
of a fond final farewell.

The COVID pandemic took many things
away.

Some things may return, but others are
gone forever.

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

ideas, but that was

probably  inevitable
because like most
Communist regimes

it was ruthless and repressive. That for-
mula usually works in the short term, but
it generally fails in the long run. Indeed,
sometimes you can see the upside and the
downside of the package at the same time.

Early in the Special Period | took a large
chunk of my extended family to Cuba. Six
of us were straggling along the Malecon
in Havana when two young men on a bike
sliced my mother-in-law’s bag off her
shoulder with a knife. The younger men in
our party gave chase, of course, but the
thieves were soon out of sight.

No matter! There was a genuine ‘hue
and crime’: people at windows and bal-
conies all along the street shouting “they
went thataway”. Then we caught up with
the bike — because the police had already
stopped it and taken the thieves away.
They returned her bag, containing her
passport and money.

The next day a different thief grabbed
that same bag, knocking my father-in-law
to the ground. He was only slightly injured,
but they took him to the police station and
held him there pretending to investigate. |
had to bribe the chief detective $100 to get
him out.

Social solidarity one day, brazen crimi-
nality the next. But | fear that the solidarity
is now mostly gone.

SO MUCH FOR
OLYMPIC DISTRACTIONS
AT WORE.
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COMMUNITY VOICES

Monthly Message: A comprehensive guide to the services and support FTP offers

Family Transition Place (FTP) is a vital
community resource based in Orangeville,
Ontario, serving women, children, and indi-
viduals impacted by gender-based violence,
abuse, trauma, housing insecurity, and related
challenges across Dufferin County and Cale-
don.

FTP’s mission is grounded in providing
safety, support, and hope to survivors so they
can build violence-free lives, backed by com-
passionate, inclusive, and trauma-informed
programming,.

Since its founding in 1984, FTP has evolved
into a multi-service organization, offering a
range of practical supports, crisis services,
counselling, outreach initiatives, education,
and transitional housing supports. All the ser-
vices provided at FTP are completely free of
charge, thanks to generous Ministry and com-
munity funders and donors.

1. Emergency Shelter & Crisis Support

One of FTP’s foundational programs is its
emergency shelter for women and their chil-
dren who are fleeing abuse or unsafe living
environments. This shelter:

e Operates on a 24/7 basis with a support
and information helpline available at all
hours.

¢ Provides safe accommodation, food, and
essential personal care items.

e Offers danger and lethality assessments,
safety planning, and real-time advocacy
during crises.

e Ensures accessibility through inclusive
facilities for individuals of diverse abilities,
with accessible units, a lift, and accommoda-
tions for pets.

This shelter is not just a safe physical space
— it’s staffed by trained professionals who
help clients stabilize in a crisis and begin their
journey to independence and security.

2. Transitional, Legal & Housing Sup-
port Services

FTP offers Transitional Support Services
tailored to help individuals and families es-
tablish violence-free lives in their communi-
ties. This program includes:

¢ Housing support through navigating the
housing system, referrals, application assis-
tance, housing searches, and support to main-
tain current housing.

e Safety and transitional planning to reduce
risk and foster independence.

e Connection to other community ser-
vices, including legal, parenting, education,

ORANGEVILLE

job training, income as-
sistance, and health and
wellness supports.

e Skill-building and
goal-setting support to
help women envision
and pursue short- and
long-term life goals.

e A dedicated Family
Court Support Worker
who assists clients nav-
igating the family court
system, legal referrals, and court accompani-
ment when appropriate.

These services are flexible and responsive,
designed to meet individuals where they are
at, whether they're transitioning out of shelter
or living independently in the community.

3. Counselling Services

FTP’s counselling offerings are extensive
and include individual, group, and specialized
support for people who have experienced vi-
olence, trauma, or abuse.

Counselling Programs

e Woman Abuse Counselling: Confidential,
supportive therapy to help women cope with
and recover from violence. Counselling avail-
able in Orangeville, Shelburne and Bolton of-
fices.

¢ Sexual Violence Counselling: Available to
survivors of any gender age 16+, addressing
both recent and historical sexual trauma. We
also offer support for friends and family who
are supporting survivors.

¢ Addictions Program: A non-judgmental
program focused on helping women affected
by substance use, including those parenting
while managing addiction, with flexible, com-
passionate support offered throughout the
region.

e Child Witness Program: Counselling and
workshops for children who have been im-
pacted by witnessing domestic violence, help-
ing them process trauma and build resilience.

e Group Counselling Workshops: Skill-
based and trauma-informed group sessions
that offer community and healing.

e Support for Men: Available via FTP’s 24/7
support and information helpline, connecting
men who have been involved with or impact-
ed by family violence to appropriate resourc-
es and counselling referrals. Together with
Dufferin Child & Family Services, we also
offer the Caring Dads Program — designed to
support fathers who have used violence in

(0
il

A FARCICAL MURDER MYSTERY

CALL 519.942.3423 OR
WWW. THEATREORANGEVILLE.CA

family
transition
place

their relationships im-
prove their relationship
with their children and
the children’s mother.

Counselling can take
place in person, by tele-
phone, or virtually, and
childcare support may
be available for clients
attending appointments.

4. Outreach Pro-
grams

FTP’s outreach initiatives extend support
beyond the shelter to individuals living in the
broader community. Key outreach services
include:

e Mobile and In-Office Support: Practical
assistance with safety planning, housing navi-
gation, legal referrals, goal setting, budgeting,
and employment preparation.

e Rural Response Program: Targeted sup-
port for women in rural areas of north Duf-
ferin County, reducing barriers to access and
providing crisis intervention and counselling.

e Support Within Housing: For women ex-
periencing trauma and struggling with mental
health and housing issues, FTP offers ongoing
support to maintain secure housing.

e Integrated Crisis Support: FTP’s Mobile
Crisis Counsellor collaborates with local part-
ners — including healthcare, police, and men-
tal health agencies — to respond to domestic
violence and mental health crises throughout
the community.

¢ F'TP also works in collaboration with part-
ners at the Hart Hub Dufferin to provide coor-
dinated, wraparound services for individuals
experiencing homelessness, mental health
challenges and substance use concerns.

These outreach services ensure that in-
dividuals and families who may not access
shelter directly can still receive meaningful
support, safety planning, and referrals in the
community.

5. Education & Community Engage-
ment

FTP places a strong emphasis on preven-
tion, healthy relationships, and community
education:

e Youth Education Programs work in
schools to teach young people about healthy
relationships, respect, and equity, helping
build safer communities from the ground up.

e FTP also participates in community
workshops, events, and collaborations that

PLUG 'N DRIVE

Electric Veh

raise awareness about gender-based violence,
anti-human trafficking, provide resources,
and challenge stigma.

These initiatives extend FTP’s impact be-
yond client services into community-wide
healing and education. A future free of vio-
lence begins with educating the next gener-
ation.

6. Accessibility & Inclusivity

FTP strives to make all programs accessi-
ble and welcoming to everyone:

e Spaces that accommodate service ani-
mals, accessible parking, accessible shelter
units, and a lift.

e Counselling available by phone, video,
and in person, with access to an interpreter
and translation services.

¢ Emergency transportation is available for
counselling appointments and to access shel-
ter.

e TP staff receive ongoing training in ac-
cessibility, anti-oppression, equity, and trau-
ma-informed care to ensure respectful and
inclusive service delivery.

Family Transition Place is far more than a
shelter. It’s a comprehensive support network
that helps people experiencing abuse find
safety, develop resilience, navigate complex
systems like housing and legal services, and
heal from trauma. Through emergency shel-
ter, counselling, outreach, transitional sup-
port, education, and community engagement,
FTP meets people at every stage of their jour-
ney — from crisis response to long-term em-
powerment.

Whether someone needs immediate safety,
emotional support or counselling, or long-
term resources to rebuild a life free from vi-
olence, FTP’s services are designed to ensure
survivors are heard, supported, and connect-
ed to opportunities for healing and indepen-
dence.

Sometimes it’s difficult to call for help.
Know that you'll be listened to with respect
and without judgment. A counsellor is avail-
able 24 hours a day, 7 days a week if you:

e are in a crisis

e are experiencing abuse and need to talk
to someone or need to leave (Emergency
transportation is available).

e are a concerned friend/family/co-worker
looking for information to help someone who
is being abused.

¢ have experienced abuse, past or present.

If you are in immediate danger — call 9-1-1.

P o
e

icle

Test-Drive

Saturday February 28

Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex
9:00 am -

The best way to understand the power, efficiency,
and thrill of driving an electric vehicle is to get
behind the wheel yourself.

Book your test drive appointment

3:00 pm

Q

plugndrive.ca/events
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plugndrive.ca/events 11%‘-‘-’-‘-‘“"
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Drop-ins are welcome, but priority will be given to scheduled visitors.
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SPORTY

Both CDDHS basketball teams to compete in District 4 championships

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

Centre Dufferin District High School Roy-
als boys’ basketball teams will be going to
the District 4 championship games after
winning their semi-final games on home
court.

Both the junior and senior teams have
advanced after wins in the CDDHS gym on
Friday, Feb. 20.

Junior

The Junior boys Royals team entered the
semi-finals as the District’s first-place team
with a 7-1 record. The squad averaged 64
points per game this year.

In the semi-final playoff game, the Roy-
als faced the Wellington Heights Secondary
School Wolverines.

The Royals took an early lead in Friday’s
game and were ahead 37-10 at halftime.

With a strong showing on both offence

and defence, the Royals extended that lead
to 47-17 by the end of the third quarter.

The final was a 60-31 win for the Royals,
and they earned the right to advance to the
District 4 championship game.

“It was a good game. I think we passed
the ball around pretty good and got some
nice open shots,” summed up Royals point
guard Lincoln Lannigan after the game. “On
defence we ran our zone and it worked real-
ly well — they couldn’t get by us.”

Teammate, shooting guard Jayden Ferrei-
ra, said that spacing on the court and com-
munication were key factors in the win.

“We had a rough start, but then after
halfway through the first quarter we got
our team back together and started playing
as a team,” Jayden said. “We were passing
the ball, moving around and running our
offence and playing good defence. On of-
fence, spacing was a big thing. On defence,
communication was a big part of it.”

In the championship final, the Royals will
be up against Erin District High School.

Erin finished in second place in the reg-
ular season with a 7-1 record — the same as
Centre Dufferin — so this final game is going
to be a real battle between two really good
teams.

The winning team will go on to compete
at the regional CWOSSA level.

The District 4 junior championship was
scheduled to take place at Centre Duffer-
in on Wednesday, Feb. 25, with results not
available at press time.

Senior

The Centre Dufferin Royals senior boys
basketball team will be going to the District
4 championship game after winning 72-49
over the Westside Secondary School Thun-
der from Orangeville in their semi-final play-
off game.

The Royals arrived at the semi-final as the

second-place team in the District 4 stand-
ings with a 6-2 record.

Westside finished the regular season in
third place with a 5-3 record and was con-
sidered a tough competitor for the Royals.

Over the season, the Royals averaged 60
points per game.

In the other senior semi-final game, first-
place Erin District High School defeated
Norwell District Secondary School 50-38 to
earn the right to advance to the District 4
championship game.

Erin ended the regular season with a 6-2
record.

The final game between Shelburne and
Erin will be a highly competitive match-up
between two evenly matched teams.

The senior final championship game was
scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 25, in Erin.

Results were not available at press time.

The winning team will go on to compete
at the regional CWOSSA level.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

SEMI SUCCESS: The Centre Dufferin District High School Royals junior basketball team
take on the Wellington Heights Secondary School Wolverines in the gym at Centre Duffer-
in on Friday, Feb. 21. The game was the junior division semi-final playoff game. The Royals
came out on top with a 60-31 win and earned the right to advance to the District 4 cham-
pionship game. Royals shooting guard Jayden Ferreira does a layup to score during the

second quarter of the game.

ADVANCING ON: The Centre Dufferin District High School Royals senior basketball team
battled the Westside Secondary School Thunder from Orangeville in their semi-final play-
off game in the gym at Centre Dufferin on Friday, Feb. 20. The Royals won the game 72-49
and will advance to the District 4 championship game. Royals forward Josh Pomeroy takes
a shot at the hoop during the first quarter of the game.

Provincial Junior Hockey League playoffs are underway across the province

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

The Provincial Junior Hockey League is
in playoff mode as eight divisions across
the province battle it out to see which
teams will come out on top as this year’s
championship teams.

Division champions will move on to com-
pete in the provincial Junior C Schmalz Cup
to determine the top team in the province.

In the North Carruthers Division, all
eight teams have entered the playoffs,
which got underway on Thursday, Feb. 19.

Playoff series are best-of-seven match-
ups.

At least a couple of the quarter-final se-
ries will be a formality as the two bottom
teams have no realistic opportunity to ad-
vance past the first round.

The first-place Stayner Siskins are up
against the last-place Innisfil Spartans in

their quarter-final series.

The Siskins finished the regular season
with 65 points. Innisfil managed to win
only 10 games after 42 times on the ice this
year.

The first game of that series took place
on Thursday, Feb. 19, in Stayner and ended
with a 3-1 win for the Siskins.

Finishing the regular season in second
place, the Alliston Hornets are playing the
Huntsville Otters in their quarter-final.

That series got underway on Friday,
Feb. 20, in Alliston and ended with a 6-1
win for the Hornets in Game 1.

The third-place Orillia Terriers are bat-
tling the sixth-place Muskoka Bears in
their quarter-final series.

That series got underway on Saturday,
Feb. 21.

The fourth-place Penetang Kings are up
against the fifth-place Midland Flyers in

800 OJIBWAY ROAD, SHELBURNE -

‘(\1{3 I’'m lovin’ it

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

HARLIE FRENCH

“l love the physical aspect the sport,” said
Centre Dufferin District High School Royals
junior forward Charlie French of why he likes
playing basketball. “I like playing the forward
position and being able to box out, and playing
some good defence. | think basketball is one

TEAM: CENTRE DUFFERIN
DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
ROYALS JUKIOR BASKETBALL

of the most team oriented sports. You really
need to rely on your teammates and you need
to trust them.”

Charlie plans to continue with the sport

POSITION: FORWARD

through high school.

ruthers Division will wrap up by March 5,
at the latest, if the series goes the full sev-
en games.

Winning teams will move on to the
semi-final round of the playoffs.

their quarter-final in a series that won'’t re-
quire much travelling.

That series opened on Friday, Feb. 20,
and resulted in a 5-2 Midland win.

The quarter-final round of the North Car-

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

PLAYOFF BATTLE: The Provincial Junior Hockey League has entered the 2026 playoffs
with eight divisions battling out across the province. The Alliston Hornets take on the
Huntsville Otters in Game 1 of their quarter-final series at the New Tecumseth Recreation
Centre in Alliston on Friday, Feb. 20. The Hornets won this game 6-1.

CHAMPICO .

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

TOURNEY CHAMPS: The Shelburne Wolves U9 team are champions after winning the
Schomberg Minor Hockey Association’s Family Day U9 tournament in Schomberg
on Feb. 16. The Wolves allowed only two goals over three games and shut out two of
their opponents in the tournament. In their first game, they won 14-0 over the Geor-
gina Blaze Team 2. In Game 2, they won 7-0 over the South Muskoka Bears. They won
the championship game with a 9-2 win over the Aurora Tigers Silver team. The team
is coached by head coach Symon Weatherall and assistants Tony Fick, Bryan Lemcke,
and Adam Mitchell. The Wolves celebrate their win after the tournament.
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
IS building new
nuclear facilities

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready
with a plan to protect Ontario. We're building the first small
modular reactors in the G7, and the first large-scale nuclear
facilities in decades. Creating 150,000 new jobs.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario O -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario n t a r I O




8 THE SHELBURNE FREE PRESS | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2026

Ontario SPCA marks World Spay Day with more than 200 free surgeries

The Ontario SPCA and Humane Society is
marked World Spay Day on Feb. 24 by provid-
ing 227 free spay and neuter surgeries across
the province, preventing more than an esti-
mated 12,000 unplanned puppies and kittens
who may have ended up in shelters.

The Ontario SPCA was able to triple its
daily spay/neuter capacity by dedicating ad-
ditional resources and extending clinic hours
to mark World Spay Day, across its five clinics

in Ontario.

Ontario SPCA Neuter Scooters were also
running in Durham, Napanee, and Oran-
geville, transporting animals to participating
spay/neuter clinics and returning them to
their families at the end of the day.

Locally in Orangeville, 15 free spay/neuter
surgeries were made possible through the On-
tario SPCA’'s Neuter Scooter.

“World Spay Day gave us the opportunity

to remove cost as a barrier and reach fami-
lies who might otherwise have struggled to
access spay and neuter care,” said Charmaine
Brett, president and CEO of the Ontario SPCA
and Humane Society. “That kind of support
makes a real difference for animals and com-
munities.”

World Spay Day is a global movement,
with animal welfare organizations around the
world joining the Ontario SPCA’s efforts to

reduce pet overpopulation. Organizations in
Ukraine, Nepal, India, Romania, Bahamas, Sri
Lanka, Mexico and here in Canada took part,
collectively performing 1,200 spay/neuter sur-
geries.

As a registered charity the Ontario SPCA
depends on the generosity of donors to make
initiatives possible. To support spay and neu-
ter programs or help provide care for animals
in need, visit: ontariospca.ca/donate

United Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin raises $2.4 million during 2026 campaign

United Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin
celebrated the wrap-up of the 85th annual
United Way Campaign on Feb. 24, joined by
the workplaces, donors, volunteers and com-
munity partners that made it all possible.

“Today, we are celebrating your local love
and we are honoured to share the many ways
organizations and individuals came together,
acting with kindness, hope and generosity, to
create a community where everyone thrives,”
said Glenna Banda, executive director of
United Way Guelph Wellington Dufferin.
“Whether it was your time, your donations,
your voices or your talents, you have made
an impact on our community that we couldn’t
possibly have had without you.”

“Despite another difficult and uncertain
year, $2.4 million was raised in 2025. These
funds will support a diverse list of commu-
nity programs and services that help over

145,000 people in our local community meet
their basic needs, access resources and build
a brighter future,” said John Kelly, Deputy
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusi-
ness.

The campaign wrap-up event on Feb. 24
recognized a number of workplaces and vol-
unteers for their contributions, including:

e Cornerstone Awards - Linamar Corpora-
tion, University of Guelph, the County of Wel-
lington and The Co-operators

¢ Bright Star Award - OMAFA

¢ Local Love Award — R U Serious

¢ Leading the Way Award — Magic 106.1 &
Hammond Power Solutions

“Every year we are amazed by the creativ-
ity, leadership and dedication of our work-
place supporters,” said Kelly, who also serves
as the 2025 United Way Campaign chair. “It
was incredible to see the excitement and en-

ergy throughout the community — whether
that was a chilli cook-off, a burger battle or a
football game - it’s great to see the communi-
ty come together in support of better.”

The total announced today is short of
where United Way had hoped to be this year,
to ensure the current level of support to the
community could be maintained or even in-
creased to meet the growing demand for
help.

“We are so grateful to all those who were
able to give to the campaign this year, and
we also understand why some weren'’t able
to,” said Banda. “But the reality is that our
non-profit sector is struggling to meet the
demand for programs and we received many
applications for funding this past fall that we,
very unfortunately, will not be able to sup-
port.”

Community donations fuel United Way's

work — every single dollar that is invested
in the community must also be fundraised in
the community and that’s why every dona-
tion is so important.

“After 85 years, United Way is ready for
better. We are still here, working in partner-
ship with those on the front lines of issues
like poverty, homelessness, food insecurity
and mental health, to ensure that the net-
work of supports that our community has
come to rely on continues to be there moving
forward,” said Banda.

“Thank you to everyone for another year of
your support. Together we can continue to
make better possible — one act of local love
at a time.”

Donations are welcome year-round from
all community members and are accepted
online at unitedwaygwd.com or by calling the
United Way office 519-821-0571.

Dufferin OPP asks the public to build snow forts away from ro

The Dufferin Detachment of the Ontario
Provincial Police (OPP) is reminding res-
idents that while building snow forts and

BODY SHOP?

GIVE US A CALL
519-941-8254
FIND US ONLINE
www.fixauto.com
199 C-Line, Orangeville

(Acrass fram the lacal OPP station)

Brought to you by:

G

county

Dufferin

tunnels is a favourite winter pastime, it can
become dangerous if proper precautions ar-
en’t taken.

With recent snowfall creating large, tower-
ing snowbanks, it's tempting to start digging
and building. However, snow structures built
near roadways and driveways pose serious
risks. Snowplows and passing vehicles can

CLAXTON DENTURE CLINIC

DWIGHT CLAXTON pp

\
Implant and Denture Solutions

Same day relines and repairs

EAT e LAUGH ¢ SMILE

NO REFERRALS NECESSARY
FREE CONSULTATION
ELECTRONIC CLAIMS PROCESSING
WE NOW ACCEPT
Canadian Dental Care Plan Clients

121 FIRST STREET UNIT 2 A,
ORANGEVILLE

519-941-9510

141 MAIN STREET WEST,
SHELBURNE

519-925-9511

RECYCLE
CANADA!

TO COINCIDE WITH DAYLIGHT SAVINGS!

Change your clocks. Change your smoke alarm batteries. Then...

BATTERIES DEAD?
RE@IEIHINSTIEAD!

Single-use alkaline & rechargeable batteries are collected curbside
twice a year, during the week following the time change. Please
follow the instructions on your battery bag for proper disposal!

©

SPECIAL CURBSIDE COLLECTION

March 9-12, 2026

place battery bag on top of your Green Bin or beside your Garbage
on your reqular collection day.

NO loose batteries in the Blue Box, Green Bin or Garbage.

Did you receive the BATTERY BAG in the mail?
If you didn’t see it, contact dufferinwaste!

If you miss the collection date, or do not receive curbside collection, visit our website
for a battery recycling location near you.

519.941.2816

- dufferincounty.ca

dufferin X

@dufferincounty.ca

adways and snow

banks

shift or collapse snowbanks with-
out warning, turning a fun after-
noon into a potentially life-threat-
ening situation — especially if chil-
dren are hidden from view.

Each year, emergency crews
respond to incidents involving
snow forts constructed too close
to roads. Although roadside snow-
banks may seem like the perfect
building spot, they are not safe .
play areas. Drivers and plow oper-
ators may be unable to see a child
playing in or around a snow struc-

ture near the street.

This is not just a local concern. Communi-
ties across Ontario face similar risks during
the winter months. Municipalities through-
out the province are encouraged to promote
safe building locations and remind families
to choose appropriate areas where children
can enjoy winter activities without being ex-
posed to traffic hazards.

Residents are urged to select safer spots
for snow play, such as backyards, parks, or
other designated play areas. With a little plan-

ning and awareness, families can enjoy the
season while preventing avoidable accidents.

Dufferin OPP asks the community to work
together to keep winter full of fun — not emer-
gencies. Stay safe and make smart choices
when enjoying the snow.

Members of the Dufferin OPP remain com-
mitted to public safety through proactive,
community-focused policing and appreciate
the public’s ongoing support in helping keep
neighbourhoods safe.

HATTD

TRANSPORTATION INC.

NOW HIRING!

SCHOOL BUS AND CHARTERED DRIVERS

Supplement
Your Income

19

g

i T

Free Training

PART TIME OPPORTUNITIES IN

Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand Valley, Mono, Melancthon and Mulmur

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED

Drive a School bus and make a difference in a child's education.

SUPPLEMENTYOUR INCOME

Drive with purpose and earn more.
Join our team of school bus drivers and enjoy extra pay.

PROFESSIONALTRAINING

Attridge Transportation Inc. is providing friendly training for steady part-
time bus drivers (and in some cases spare drivers).

Professional Experience not required.
Vehicles are all automatic.

Attridge Transportation is an inclusive and accessible employer. We welcome a diverse range
of candidates to apply for this position. Including people with disabilities. Accommodations
are available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

APPLY TODAY!

attridge.com
Call 1-888-749-1515 or Email jobs@attridge.com
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519.925.2832  Fax: 519-925-5500 - email@shelburnefreepress.ca

Email, or call us for pricing. Classified cut-off time is 12 pm Tuesday

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

Kidd Family Auctions iz calling all buyers and sellers!

MARCH 5TH-6TH AT 5PM EACH DAY
GAS & OIL, TOYS & SPORTS MEMORABILIA

From the outfield to the garage. This two-day online auction features
sports memorabilia on day 1, followed by gas & oil with trains & toys on day 2.
Noteworthy names and nostalgic collectibles, all in one sale — ready for your winning bid!

Lots begin closing at 5pm Mar 5th and 6th.
Come preview this catalog each auction day from 10am-4pm,
or call for an appointment on another day.
Pickup & preview at our Home Office Base 438280 4th Line, Melancthon.

Features: Two days filled with autographed sports memorabilia incl. Wayne Gretzky Autographed
Titan Hockey Stick; Gordie Howe Autographed Photo - Framed; Chicago Black Hawks #9 Bobby Hull
Autographed Hockey Puck; Vintage Fit Bro San Francisco Giants Baseball Jacket; Reebok Chicago
Black Hawks #7 Brent Seabrook NHL Jersey; assortment of trading cards from Topps; O-Pee-Chee; and
BeeHive; followed by an impressive lineup of antique advertising and petroliana - showcasing standout
pieces such as a vintage air meter; Coca-Cola Display Sign; Pressed Steel Minnitoys and more pressed
steel trucks from brands like Buddy L; Tonka; Structo and Lincoln incl. Li’'l Beaver Pressed Steel Dept. of
Highways Excavator; Buddy L Pressed Steel Marine Boat Hauler; a large gty of vintage train pieces incl.
Athearn HO Scale Pennsylvania Railroad Train w/ Original Box; alongside childhood classics like Marx
Airborne Commando Hand-Cranked Toy Machine Gun; Magazines and Comics; and so much more!

This sale unlocks for bidding
on Feb 6th to bidders from
across the globe.

Join in on the fun and let us
treat you like family too.

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Let us treat you like family too! Call: 519-288-2228 | TEXT ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

ADVERTISING

L0CALLY BEsss
WORKS!

YOUR ROOF!!
Call Debbie to book your
(lassified ad at
519-925-2832 or email
debbie@Ipcmedia.ca

The problem isn't your HVAC
system it's your insulation!!

Save up to 20%
with topped up attic
insulation

Call for Free Estimate
437-898-3875
References Available

DO YOU NEED TO CLEAR YOUR CLUTTER?

ADVERTISE YOUR
YARD
| _SALE

WITH US
AND REACH
LOCAL
READERS

S$15 FOR 2 CONSECUTIVE ISSUES OF THE
SHELBURNE FREE PRESS FOR rax INc. / 30 WORDS)

CALL OR EMAIL US TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT
519 925 2832 - DEBBIE@LPCMEDIA.CA

WANTED

Eh SbvingIemory of -
PETER HAROLD BELL

APRIL 20, 1941 - FEBRUARY 13, 2026

Peter, born on April 20, 1941, in Brampton, grew up in Cataract. After just six
weeks of high school, he decided that was enough and embarked on his career as an
entrepreneur, exploring many options in his earlier years.

Peter sold and delivered baled shavings and hay from South River before he was even
16 years old. He hauled blocks for Peel Block, bought and sold cedar rail posts from
Manitoulin Island, trucked potatoes from Alliston and hauled equipment for many
from all over.

In 1968, Peter married Marjorie (nee Gray), who passed away in 2009. Peter and Marjorie had two sons, Craig
(D-2013) and Darryl and blended their family with sons Gary, Brent (D-2021), Paul, and Mark.

Peter purchased 100 acres in Mono Township, five miles north of Orangeville on Highway 10 in 1966 and from
there he began buying and selling farm and industrial equipment, which he continued to this day.

Peter possessed a sharp mind for numbers and a keen eye for a good deal. He frequented equipment auctions
and sales across the province, never missing a Saturday auction and amassing a unique collection of goods. He
was known for his hard bargaining skills and unwavering commitment to his prices.

Peter also provided valuable financial solutions as a private lender to many when traditional banks were not an
option, helping to make homeownership a reality.

Peter was old fashioned and still enjoyed reading newspapers from all over and listening to radio broadcasts for
the latest news and weather updates. Peter didn’t mind driving many miles to pick up the papers from small
communities and stopping to check out potential deals and tend to his many properties along the way. He was
fond of drinking strong beer and had a wicked sweet tooth for chocolate milk and Chapman’ ice cream.

He will be deeply missed and remembered by his numerous associates across the province, friends, neighbours,
and family.

Peter is survived by his son Darryl (Coralee), daughter-in-law Debbie (Craig, predeceased), and stepsons
Gary (Bettina), Paul (Patty), and Mark as well as grandchildren Jeffrey, Amy, Adam (Jayda), Tyler, Tonya, Sean
(Melissa), Dustin, Rio (Kaleigh) and Carter, and eight great-grandchildren.

Peter was the son of Harold Thomas (D-1981) and Doris (nee Moore) (D-1961) Bell, brother of Diana (D-2018).

The family would like to thank the nurses of E Wing at Headwaters Health Care Centre, and Dr. Akula for their
compassionate care in the last few weeks of Peter’s life.

As expressions of sympathy donations to Bethell House Hospice or Matthews House Hospice would be
appreciated.

A Celebration of Peter’s Life will be held at In Memoriam Funeral Services Inc. (28 Main St N, Grand Valley). on
Saturday, March 14, 2026. from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Online condolences can be made at www.imfunerals.com

In Memoriam Funeral Services Inc. has been given the honour of serving the Bell Family.
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CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

Porsche 356/911/912,
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have,
[ love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars.
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride
and joy that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH.

DO YOU NEED TO

Call David

416-802-9999

Call Deh at
519-925-2832 or

email deb@Ipcmedia.ca
to advertise your

HELP WANTED ad today!
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Dufferin OPP lay impaired driving charges, encourage crime prevention

Impaired driving, cocaine
possession charges laid following

two-vehicle collision

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers charged a Grimsby resident with im-
paired operation-related charges following a
two-vehicle collision on Airport Road.

On Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14) at approxi-
mately 2:58 a.m., Dufferin OPP officers were
dispatched to the area of Airport Road and 5
Sideroad in Mulmur for a two-vehicle collision.

Upon arrival, officers observed two heavily
damaged vehicles. The driver of one vehicle
was outside and walking around, while the
second vehicle had sustained significant dam-
age, requiring fire services to extricate all five
occupants.

After speaking with the driver of the first
vehicle, officers initiated an impaired driving
investigation.

Shamar Foster, 23, from Grimsby, has been
charged with:

e Operation while impaired - alcohol and
drugs

¢ Possession of a Schedule I Substance- Co-
caine

¢ Driving motor vehicle with open container
of liquor

¢ Drive vehicle or boat with cannabis readily
available

e Dangerous operation

The accused individual is scheduled to ap-
pear before the Ontario Court of Justice in Or-

angeville. His driver’s license was suspended,
and his vehicle was impounded.

None of the listed charges have been proven
in court.

Man charged with impaired driving
and travelling 61-kilometres over the
speed limit

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers have charged a Singhampton resident
with impaired operation-related charges fol-
lowing a traffic stop.

On Feb. 21, at approximately 12:43 p.m.,
Dufferin OPP were conducting traffic en-
forcement in the area of County Road 124 in
Melancthon. At that time, officers observed
a vehicle travelling at 61-kilometres over the
speed limit and conducted a traffic stop. Upon
speaking with the driver, the officer initiated
an impaired driving investigation.

Andrew Lecas, 35, from Singhampton, has
been charged with:

e Operation while impaired - blood alcohol
concentration (80 plus)

e Operation while impaired - alcohol and
drugs

¢ Drive Motor Vehicle - Perform stunt - Ex-
cessive speed

¢ Drive vehicle or boat with cannabis readily
available

¢ Driving motor vehicle with unsealed con-
tainer of liquor

e Speeding 50+ km/h over posted limit

The accused individual is scheduled to ap-
pear before the Ontario Court of Justice in Or-
angeville. His driver’s licence was suspended,
and his vehicle was impounded.

None of the listed charges have been proven
in court.

‘Lock it or Lose it’: Dufferin OPP
remind community members to keep

valuables protected

The Dufferin Detachment of the Ontario
Provincial Police (OPP) is continuing to pro-
mote the “Lock It or Lose It” crime prevention
initiative throughout the county.

“Officers are receiving ongoing reports of
thefts from vehicles, homes, and outbuildings.
In many cases, doors were left unlocked and
valuables were visible or easily accessible.
These types of incidents are typically crimes
of opportunity and can often be prevented
through simple, consistent preventative mea-
sures,” reads a press release from Dufferin
OPP.

“Residents are reminded that living in a ru-
ral area does not eliminate the risk of crime.
Criminals travel, and unsecured property can
quickly become a target.”

Key reminders under the “Lock It or Lose It”
initiative include:

° Lock your doors: Secure vehicles,
homes, sheds, barns, and garages at all times,
even when stepping away briefly.

e Secure outbuildings: Ensure workshops,

trailers, and storage areas are properly locked.
Heavy-duty padlocks and reinforced doors can
provide added protection.

e Keep valuables out of sight: Remove or
conceal wallets, purses, electronics, tools, and
other valuables. Store equipment and recre-
ational vehicles away from public view when-
ever possible.

* Do not leave keys inside: Never leave keys,
key fobs, or garage door openers in vehicles or
in easily accessible locations.

e Improve lighting: Install motion-activated
lighting around driveways, entrances, and out-
buildings to deter suspicious activity.

¢ Consider surveillance: Video cameras and
alarm systems can help monitor your property
and assist police if an incident occurs.

“Community vigilance also plays a critical
role in crime prevention. Residents are encour-
aged to report suspicious behaviour. If you no-
tice unfamiliar people or vehicles parked along
roadways or in areas where they are not typi-
cally seen, contact police,” said Dufferin OPP.
“Your call could help prevent a crime.”

A visible police presence will continue as
officers conduct proactive patrols aimed at de-
terring criminal activity and enhancing public
safety. Taking a few extra moments to secure
your property can significantly reduce the like-
lihood of becoming a victim.

The OPP encourage all residents to remain
alert, practice preventative safety measures,
and work together to keep their communities
safe.

Diana is our absolute stunning 8 year old long-
haired princess. She was brought to FCR to socialize
and in the past two years we have seen her come
out of her shell. She is a peaceful girl who would
prefer a quiet home. She gets along well with other
cats and can co-habit with dogs without issue.
She truly wants a home where she can receive
pets and lounge in a warm bed.

Adoption fee is $275. She is spayed, microchipped,
vaccinated, dewormed and flea treated.

“

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like fo
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

Shelburne Public Library highlights Hoopla digital
media service, shares staff pick of the week

Have you heard of Hoopla? We like to think
of it as the library’s version of Netflix, but even
better because it has books!

Hoopla is a digital media service accessible
with your library card, offering thousands of
eBooks, audiobooks, TV shows, music, and
movies. And the best part is, there are no wait-
lists! The content is yours to read or stream
instantly.

Call or visit your library to find out how to
get started.

Staff pick of the week

Heart Shot #1 Bill Gastner Mystery by Ste-
ven F. Havill is the staff pick of the week and
the first book in the Posadas County Mystery
Series.

When a series of crimes disrupts the tran-
quil community in Posadas County, New Mex-
ico, a group of small-town cops must fight for
their lives to keep the county safe.

Posadas County, New Mexico, has very few
main streets and no city-slick cop shop. But
it has an earnest, elected County Sheriff and
his aging Undersheriff — William C. Gastner.
Pushing sixty, widower Bill has no other life
than in law enforcement — and doesn’t want
one, even if he’s being nudged gently toward
retirement. Then big-time trouble strikes.

A car full of teens, running from a stop by

Deputy Torrez, goes airborne into a rocky out-
crop, killing all five kids and revealing a pack-
age of cocaine under the seat. Has someone
brought big-time crime to the small town?

Bill is now dealing with grieving parents —
one of whom starts packing a gun. Then a sec-
ond explosion of violence fells an undercover
cop.

Why Trudy recommends it: A friend rec-
ommended author Steven Havill a few weeks
ago. His Posadas County Mystery Series has
27 books, with the 28th coming out this May.
The main character of the series is Undersher-
iff Bill Gastner. He’s a twenty-year Marine vet-
eran and has 21 years with the Sheriff’s Dept.
in Posadas County, New Mexico. Although
he’s aging, overweight, and weathered a qua-
druple bypass, he has no other life than in law
enforcement.

This series is written in first person with hu-
mour and insight into the processes involved
in catching a killer.

I am currently reading the fourth in this se-
ries on Hoopla. With February weather being
so unpredictable, I know the next book in this
amazing series is at my fingertips, just a click
away.

This article was written by the Shelburne
Public Library staff.

Shellurne

CHURCH
DIRECTORY

BETHEL BIBLE CHAPEL
419 Main Street East, Shelburne

Sunday Services - 9:45am Lord’s Supper

10:45am Family Bible Hour, Sunday School
Chapel 519-925-3910 or 519-278-0066
www.hethelshelburne.com - All Welcome!!

ABIDING PLACE
FELLOWSHIP

www.abidingplace.ca
519-925-3651

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00AM

Mel-Lloyd Centre, Entrance “F” Door,

167 Centre St, Shelburne

Pastor; Rev. Gord Horsley

Come and bo (Blessed

A FAMILY CHURCH
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE

10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church Available

Pastor Gavin Sullivan
226-200-0843

764213 8th Line \
Melancthon, Ontario ok

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

Tree Removal o Trimming © Stump Grinding
Land Clearing » Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

EXPERTS

ALL-MONT LTD.
GARAGE DOOR

TRINITY
PRIMROSE

UNITED CHURCH

TRINITY PRIMROSE

UNITED CHURCH
200 Owen Sound Street, Shelburne
Sunday Service & Children’s Ministry

PRIMROSE UNITED CHURCH
486281 30th Sideroad, Mono
Worshipping at Trinity Primrose United Church

Office: 519 925 0905

email: communications@shelburneprimrose.com
www shelburneprimrose.com

ALL WELCOME

EXFERTS
-

Broken Cable mb >

519-942-1956 - 1-800-957-5865 - www.allmontdoors.com
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

= T~

SHELBURNE TIRE AND TOWING INC.

Diul Jensen
Wreck Master
Certified

TAAT CONTHEDE

e

-

"“Where Quality

and Service is
O Priority "™

VT auncesrne

Police approved towing and storage
serving Dufferin County for over 30 years
S25401 StR Sidercad, Maelancthon, BR &4 Shelburme, ON L8V 1¥5

519-925-5002 = 519-925-2795
Email: shelburnetirefihobmail.com
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Tile installs & bathroom renos
©416-881-2371. Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com
BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

NEW YEAR
TILE & BATH

DEALS
Affordable
Reliable « Local

4
¢

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group
FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated

211 Main St. E.
Shelburne, ON

Mortgage Broker

Carol Freeman

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages @gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

Call 519-925-28352
to advertise.
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47 Broadway Ave. ORANGEVILLE  519-942-2573
WHaViFooD MARKET

OUR LOWEST
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#Based on 2025 pricing.

Chicken Strips
27-33 PIECES 1.36'kg

Shanghai Style

Beef Noodles stsa!)l:: ESctE\:gIe BeefiMeatballs
907

Other siz8 available:130=140 PIECES 1.36 kg,

$17.99 SAVE §7

p—

PORTIG]NSSBUg J

MEAL (IS ) 7 VARIETIES
ct\‘A i -.."_ ~ . § .——-\....__-' _________
'o Nt Q. Lemon‘Her |
2 s> ch c Ny i =
- amli Ii(':ta . o e

g > y
P A
] o :
gr.lcll:(en :! - . . _ Creamy Tuscan Style
ir Fry r e ﬂ. Ch|ckenandPasta

Also available - Beef Stroganoff Kit 907 ¢ - Chlcken Fajlta Kit 1.05 kg $21.99 SAVE $3

‘ .

bt Fettuccine
Alfredo

Breaded

Chicken Fillets
15-25 PIECES 907 ¢

2 299

Country Style

Chicken Breasts
6-10 PIECES 907 ¢

T

R, o= Seasoned
s _"- {- - {!- %9 Breaded Cod
- L i, % J§ CEo4¢ pessert Bar
r @ Varlety Pack
"\@b e .
§ . lheach » % 4
J Haddock
) Tenders

8-12 PIECES

WING NIGHT. TONIGHT VALUE,

Noreservations needed. NEW SIZE
Fully Cooked Chicken Wings 680¢

Choose from 7 varieties.

| sesaméjapchae " Chicken Pad Thai Chocolate overs
Noodles300g 3008 Variety'Packissog

2258-2508

2Varieties“\ :

. Broccoli S 0 U PS rLoaded

Chedlia:h 255 g - 400mL

Crusted Cod Cod Nuggets
4-5PIECES 620¢ 17-27 PIECES

Korean Style Pork Pot

Fried Chicken Roast
650 8 907 ¢

299

Breaded Chicken Bre
8 PIECES 907¢ - ot
3 Varieties !' - — Lobster Mac;, ="
Also available, ’ - 1 = & Cheese Bites
Chicken Breast Grills % rigi 14 PIECES 252 g

8 PIECES 800 ¢ - .
$22.99 SAVE $2

Shrimp Tempura
13-15 PIECES 340 ¢

4 PIECES
5008
Regular price

$5.99 each

Pink:Salmon
in'Sauce

Maple Butter
Pork Chops
4PIECES 500 ¢

Island Style
Chicken Skewers '
4 PIECES 300 gﬁ

Also available;,

SAVE

$9.99 SAVE s3

To view the full flyer, scan the QR code

or go to mmfoodmarket.com PROUDLY SERVING CANADIANS SINCE 1980 ¥

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26 TO WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products within this flyer are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers.
Special pricing and promotions are not valid at M&M Food Market Express and other non-traditional stores, as they offer a limited range of products. We reserve the right to correct any errors.
©2026 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.




TURN YOUR & .
CARRYOUT INTO \'\

DELIVERY

with our new
DELIVERY CHARGE OF

ONLY $2.49 // °%%
§ ORDER NOW B

802 Main Street East, Shelburne s

Call 519.925.2121 Domino's

SIGN UP o DOMINQO’S  now EARN FREE DOMINO’S
EVERY 2 ORDERS
Qﬂ' REWARDS 1 Order of $10 or more = 10 points

lect locations for an additional charge. Pricing may vary by location. An additional charge may apply for premium toppings, sauces,
in Crust Pi I izzas. Please ref r when

sele
ecial pizza types including: Handmade Pan Pizzas, Thin Crust Pizzas, Gluten Free Pizzas and Feast Pizzas. se refer to offe ordering.
Limited time. Prices, participation, delivery area & delivery fee may apply,. Terms and charges may vary.




