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SUMMER SHORTAGE: Shelburne Food Bank coordinator Ardith Dunlop stands in front of increasingly bare shelves at the food bank on
Aug. 5. She is raising the alarm about the mounting financial pressure hitting the food bank. During the summer months, donations have
been decreasing as usage rises, with new faces appearing at the food bank every day. Urgent support is needed to raise donations and
increase supply during the summer.

‘Our shelves are depleted’: Shelburne Food Bank

feels summer strain as demand continues to rise
Written By JOSHUA DRAKES _——i -'i -.\ va. 'r. N

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Shelburne Food Bank is facing one
of its most difficult periods of the year, as
demand for assistance continues to climb
while donations slow during the summer
months.

As aresult, the food bank is buckling un-
der a strain of costs exacerbated by a drop
in donations seen in other seasons.

Ardith Dunlop, Shelburne Food Bank
coordinator, said that the situation is ex-
tremely difficult.

“I don’t know how to say it other than
we're bleeding money,” she said. “It just
feels like we're having to buy so much in [
order to get the hampers made, and it’s just
costing so much. Our shelves are deplet-
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ed, and so we're buying more. We're at the
point where we’re going to have to contem-
plate further cuts if we go much further in
this direction.”

“We are really hurting,” Dunlop added.

She said the food bank is currently serv-
ing more than 400 active clients, in addi-
tion to 75 to 85 seniors through its monthly
Seniors Market program.

New clients continue to register regular-
ly as the rising cost of living and food pric-
es place increasing pressure on household
budgets. More precarious employment and
reduced social support are also factors
contributing to the growing need.
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226 First Ave, Shelburne

VOLUNTEERS CONTINUE MISSION: Shelburne Food Bank volunteers continue to work
extra hard to serve all those in need, despite rising operational costs and a dry spell in
donations over the summer. With donations and community support, the food bank had
previously purchased its Food Rescue Van, enabling faster service and greater capacity to

collect donations. Assets like the van continue to demonstrate the critical role of commu-

nity support for the Shelburne Food Bank.

While community support has contin-
ued through initiatives such as Pickin’ in
the Park, donations from the Shelburne
Legion’s Monday Night Bingo, and fresh
produce from local gardens, the food bank
says expenses continue to outpace incom-
ing donations. As shelves become deplet-
ed, the organization has been forced to
purchase more food and may eventually

519-925-6857

www.gianttiger.com

Mon - Fri: 8am-9pm
Sat: 8am-7pm
Sun: 9am-6pm

have to reduce the size of the food ham-
pers given to clients if the current trend
continues.

Dunlop said the food bank is accepting
all forms of donations, with monetary do-
nations most sought after because they can
have the biggest impact.
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Fiddle Park Concert Series continues this weekend with The Amy Experience

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

After a successful launch in July, Shel-
burne’s new Fiddle Park Concert Series is
set to continue through August with three
free evenings of live music featuring tribute
acts, local performers and a variety of musi-
cal styles.

Held at Fiddle Park, the Sunday evening
concert series has quickly become a new
community gathering place, giving residents
an opportunity to enjoy live entertainment
in the town’s recently redeveloped outdoor
venue.

Jessica Hanzel, recreation program de-
velopment and special Events coordinator,
said the concert series has already been a
huge success.

“The concert series has had a great
start,” she said. “The grand opening concert
brought a lot of excitement to the commu-
nity, and we've received positive feedback
from residents and performers. As this is the
first year of the series, we're happy to see
people coming out to enjoy live music and
experience the park.”

The August lineup continues that momen-
tum with performances designed to appeal
to a wide range of audiences while showcas-
ing both established acts and local talent.

Hanzel said that the town tries to keep
the lineups as diverse as possible so each
performance is unique and has something
to offer. Town staff achieve this by scouting
talent in the community and beyond to find
suitable picks for the concert series.

“We try to look for a variety of music
styles, feature local artists/bands, as well
as bring in new performances to town,” she
said. “Our goal is to create a line-up that ap-
peals to a wide range of audiences. Earlier
this year, we put out a call for artists, and we
keep an ongoing list of interested artists and
bands. We also get recommendations from
community contacts, work with agents,
and do our own research and attend other
events.”

The first August concert takes place on
Aug. 9. It features local favourites The Mat-
lockes before headliner The Amy Experi-
ence, a tribute to Amy Winehouse featuring
a nine-piece band complete with a full horn
section.

The series continues on Aug. 16 with The
Almost Hip, one of Canada’s longest-run-
ning Tragically Hip tribute bands. The per-
formance comes just days before the 10th
anniversary of The Tragically Hip’s iconic
final concert on Aug. 20, 2016, making it a
fitting addition to the summer lineup.

The final August concert, on Aug. 23, high-
lights local performers with The Aubry Fill-
Harmonics, an a cappella group made up of
a mother and her four daughters, opening
the evening. They will be followed by sing-
er-songwriter Tyler Delaney Reed.

The concert series has been well received
since opening earlier this summer. Accord-
ing to the Town of Shelburne, the grand
opening generated significant excitement
in the community, with residents embracing
the opportunity to enjoy free live music in
the park.

Positive feedback has also come from
performers, who have praised both the at-
mosphere and the outdoor setting. Organiz-
ers have also continued refining the experi-
ence by making adjustments in response to
feedback.

“The performers have really enjoyed the

space,” Hanzel said. “We've heard positive
feedback about the park, the atmosphere,
and the opportunity to perform in such a
beautiful outdoor setting. As with any new
venue we are learning and making improve-
ments as we go. We have made adjustments
to stage set up and event logistics to make
things run more smoothly for performers
and attendees. We are also looking at dif-
ferent vendor layouts and opportunities to
improve the overall experience.”

For residents who have not yet attended
a concert, Hanzel said the series offers an
ideal way to spend a summer night.

“Fiddle Park is a beautiful outdoor setting
for live music, and it’s a great way to spend
a Sunday evening with family and friends,”
she said. “We have food vendors on site,
SO you can grab dinner, or treat yourself to
some ice cream, and sit back and enjoy the
music.”

With food vendors on site and a relaxed
outdoor atmosphere, the concerts offer
families and friends a chance to gather, en-
joy dinner or a treat, and experience live
music in Shelburne’s newly revitalized Fid-
dle Park.

Dundalk-Orangeville bus service continues as regional transit study moves ahead

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Regional bus service connecting Dundalk
and Orangeville will continue while offi-
cials work toward creating a unified transit
network spanning four counties.

Bruce, Dufferin, Grey and Wellington
counties, along with Saugeen Mobility and
Regional Transit (SMART), announced in-
terim transit services will remain in place
or be expanded as a regional transit study
moves toward a draft plan expected in the
fall.

The regional transit study aims to cre-
ate a seamless transit network across the
four counties, with a final decision expect-
ed from councils and the SMART Board in
2027.

“To make sure riders aren’t left without
service while the study continues, inter-
im bus routes across the region are being
maintained or expanded,” said the County
of Dufferin in an announcement on July 30.

The Grey Transit Route (GTR) 2 be-
tween Dundalk and Orangeville, along
with Guelph Owen Sound Transit (GOST),
will continue operating.

GTR Route 5, connecting Owen Sound
and Wiarton, is being reintroduced this fall.

A seasonal extension of Route 5 to Sau-

ble Beach will be considered for the sum-
mer of 2027. The County of Dufferin says
this will help cover peak tourism season,
pending funding approval.

“Continuing these services protects ex-
isting ridership and gives residents contin-
ued access to transit while long-term op-
tions are investigated,” the county stated.
“These services are funded within each
county’s approved 2026 budget and sup-
ported by the Ontario Transit Investment
Fund.”

The regional transit study comes as com-
munities across rural Ontario face growing
transportation challenges, with population
growth, an aging population and the rising
cost of living making reliable transit in-
creasingly important.

For Dufferin residents, the study could
help shape future connections between Or-
angeville and neighbouring communities,
where limited transit options make region-
al travel difficult for those without access
to a vehicle.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

GOST ROUTE: A map shows the Guelph
Owen Sound Transit route, which will con-
tinue operating as a regional transit study
moves forward.
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Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Choices Shelter and Support Services of-
ficially opened the doors to its newest hous-
ing facility at 18 Townline in Orangeville on
July 30, marking another expansion in the
organization’s work supporting people ex-
periencing homelessness.

The new building provides transitional
housing for both individuals and families,
with the county’s only family unit located
in the basement and three individual bed-
rooms upstairs. The facility adds another
option to the local housing continuum, giv-
ing people facing homelessness a place to
stay while they work toward greater stabil-
ity.

Choices Executive Director Jamie
Edge highlighted the organization’s recent
growth and the significance of this project,
including bridge housing, its partnership
with Heart of Dufferin and the Out of the
Cold program, and its expansion into tran-
sitional housing.

Choices has long operated shelter sup-
port services from its property at 20 Town-
line. The newly opened neighbouring build-
ing at 18 Townline, also donated to the orga-
nization, expands those services by provid-
ing transitional housing while continuing its
existing shelter operations.

“This has been one of the most monu-
mental things that I think has happened
for Choices,” she said. “We were blessed to
have this home at 20 Townline donated to
us by an amazing donor, so to have this hap-
pen again here and be able to expand our
services outside of shelter services has re-
ally been instrumental for our community.”

“Being able to add a family unit, making
this the one and only family unit in Dufferin
County, is a cause for celebration.”

Choices operates as part of a broader net-
work of housing and community organiza-
tions in Dufferin County. Its work extends
beyond providing shelter, with staff helping
clients access the supports and services
they need to move forward.

Edge said the 18 Townline location had al-
ready been operating for about two months
ahead of the grand opening last Thursday.
The organization was able to secure op-
erational funding through the County of
Dufferin after successfully proposing that
funding previously used for motel rooms
through coordinated access and transition-
al housing be redirected toward the new
facility.

She described the building as a signifi-
cant moment for Choices, particularly be-
cause it allows the organization to expand
its services beyond that of a traditional
shelter. The family unit is also the only one
of its kind in Dufferin County, specifically
supporting families experiencing homeless-
ness together.

Deputy Mayor Todd Taylor attended the
opening on behalf of the Town of Oran-
geville and congratulated Choices, its staff,
volunteers, donors and community part-
ners.

“It’s an honour to be here, and it’s an hon-
our to represent Mayor Post, who could
not be here today, but desperately wanted
to be,” he said. “A community is not a busi-
ness. It’s not about dollars and cents all the
time. It’s all related to each other, and the
very fact that Choices is branching out and
doing these wonderful things helps us all. If
you think about communities that are strug-
gling right now with homelessness and oth-
er social issues, Orangeville’s so blessed.”

“The Town of Orangeville wants to thank
and offer sincere congratulations to Choic-
es on the grand opening of 18 Townline, and
we are so grateful.”

Taylor also recognized Ken and Caroline
Mikoliew, whose donation allowed Choic-
es to acquire and renovate 18 Townline for
transitional housing, noting that their gen-
erosity will help provide a place for people
to begin rebuilding their lives.

“Because of your extraordinary generos-
ity, this home will offer hope where there
was despair, comfort where there was un-
certainty, and a place where new beginnings
can take root,” he said. “Thank you for be-
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Choices opens new facility with first famlly unit in Dufferin County

JOSHUA DRAKES PHOTO

FIRST FAMILY UNIT OPENS: From left, Caroline and Ken Mikoliew, Deputy Mayor Todd
Taylor and Choices Executive Director Jamie Edge gathered at 18 Townline to celebrate
the grand opening of Choices’ newest transitional shelter. The new facility is set to offer
additional support to homeless individuals in the community and is the first of its kind in
Dufferin County to have a family unit on the premises.

lieving that every person deserves a place
to begin again with heartfelt appreciation.”

For the Mikoliews, the project began with
a tour of Choices arranged through their
involvement with the Dufferin Community
Foundation.

“We had a tour here, and we had tours
for a couple of other charities, and just in
conversation, Jamie [Edge] had said, ‘You
know, eventually we’'d like to buy this
house,” Ken Mikoliew said. “It was just a
very casual conversation, and it just clicked
and seemed like a really good idea. This
amount for a donation is unusual for us, but
I had sold a business, and we had some ex-
tra money, so it just came together.”

The Mikoliews said their community
involvement has long been important to

them, and their support for Choices offered
a chance to make a tangible local contribu-
tion.

“We are both already members of the
Shelburne Rotary Club,” Caroline Mikoliew
said. “We’re both very community-mind-
ed, and I think we've been like that all our
lives.”

They were particularly drawn to being
able to see exactly where their donation
went and how it would remain in the com-
munity.

The grand opening concluded with a
tree-planting ceremony, chosen to reflect
the Mikoliews’ connection to nature and
conservation and to symbolize the opportu-
nity for residents of the new home to put
down roots and build more stable futures.

Fiddle Park movie night returns with Space Jam screening

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Residents are invited to enjoy another
evening under the stars as the Town of Shel-
burne continues its free outdoor movie se-
ries at Fiddle Park with a screening of the
family classic Space Jam on Aug. 29.

The movie will be screened at Fiddle
Park, 105 County Road 11, beginning at 8:30
p.m.

Admission to the movie screening is free,
and attendees are encouraged to arrive ear-
ly, as seating is available on a first-come,
first-served basis. The Town recommends

bringing lawn chairs, blankets or cushions
for comfortable viewing, along with snacks
to enjoy during the screening.

Released in 1996, Space Jam stars bas-
ketball legend Michael Jordan alongside
the animated Looney Tunes characters in a
high-stakes basketball game to save Looney
Tunes from a group of alien invaders known
as the Monstars.

The film has remained a nostalgic family
favourite for three decades, blending sports,
comedy and animation into one of the most
recognizable family films of the 1990s.

The municipality launched expanded
programming this summer following the of-
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ficial reopening of Fiddle Park, which now
serves as a hub for concerts, festivals, fam-
ily activities and more. The free events are
intended to encourage residents to gather,
connect and enjoy the community’s newest
outdoor gathering space.

Public consensus was overwhelmingly
positive toward the new park space, and
community events in the park continue to

ater this month

draw large crowds to Fiddle Park.

Previously, the Town of Shelburne
screened the movie Sandlot, a sports com-
edy movie starring James Earl Jones, Mike
Vitar and Patrick Renna.

Additional information about the movie
night series and other community events is
available through the Town of Shelburne’s
online community events calendar.
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UPINION

Of panicked screams heard
on crowded public transport

They’re everywhere! My jebus, they’re
everywhere!”

Only jebus wasn’t the word he used, but
this is a family newspaper.

“Too many of them! We brought this
on ourselves! We have to do something!
Though it may be too late! I'm afraid we
could be over the point to return accept-
ability!”

The shouting was unnerving. Never com-
fortable with shouting. Mine was a child-
hood in a loud household of many people.
The noise rendered me, for a time, like a
nervous doggie that piddles at loud noises
or shouts.

Stories about emotional outbursts on
public transportation have become so com-
mon that the motif is almost cliché. Some-
body said they were there when somebody
else did the outrageous. Or they heard
about it from somebody else who was on
a train when a guy over-excitedly shouted
what seemed to be nonsense.

One such man wore a sharp suit, shiny
tie, and visibly high-priced dress shoes. His
feet must’ve felt cradled in soft leather. No
briefcase, though. Only a cellphone in his
hand, and he excitedly rocked backward
and forward in his seat. His rocking wasn’t
in concert with the train’s motion.

“They’re all over the place!”

I’ll call him Selfless Man because of his
desperate warning to the people around
him.

“What is, sir?”

Trains are typically quiet as people read
from tablets and phones. And that’s how
it was until the outburst. Then there were
sounds of nervous people shuffling in seats.
People held their bags or backpacks a lit-
tle closer to them. Some lifted them from
the floor and placed them on laps for some
measure of protection. Water bottles and
thermal coffee mugs, the long metal ones
with heft, were tightly gripped by anybody
who had one.

Cyril Ramaphosa and the law

It’s outrageous. You're at your hobby
farm in the country, just pottering around,
so you stuff the $580,000 in your pocket
under the sofa cushions temporarily just
to get it out of the way. Then you forget
it when you are gathering things up to go
back to the city. It could happen to any-
body.

However, thieves break into your coun-
try house while you’re away and steal the
money. You consider reporting it to the
police, but you know they are struggling to
keep up with the crime wave so you decide
to forget about it. And even though it was
foreign currency, you don’t report it to the
tax authorities either because you never
got to spend it. Or something like that.

But then events take a turn decidedly
for the worse. A man called Arthur Fraser
sends a dossier to the police reporting
that you got the money and that it was not
actually $580,000 but a whole $4,000,000.
And since Mr. Fraser was the country’s for-
mer chief spy, they take him seriously and
come to you looking for answers. What do
you tell them?

This is the dilemma that President Cyril
Ramaphosa of South Africa faced in 2022,
and the rather far-fetched story above
(with few grace notes about the money
being the proceeds of a cash sale of some
buffalos to a foreigner) was his explana-
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tion to the police. Miraculously, the police
believed him, as did his party, which had a
majority in parliament.

Now, a few bits of Ramaphosa’s story
rang true. He did sell prize buffalos and
other animals from his game farm, some-
times for cash. And Arthur Fraser was chief
spy under Jacob Zuma, Ramaphosa’s pre-
decessor, a deeply corrupt man who had a
grudge against Ramaphosa for organizing
his eviction from the presidency.

On the other hand, Ramaphosa never
reported the theft and failed to comply with
the requirement to report the receipt of
large sums in foreign currency. At the very
least, there was a case for him to answer
— but it didn’t happen until his party, the
African National Congress, lost its abso-
lute majority in parliament.

After the 2024 election Ramaphosa
remained in the presidency, but the new
government was a coalition in which some
parties were willing to impeach him. It’s
now a tag team match between the Parlia-
ment, the High Court and the mass media,
and the outcome is uncertain, but he really
could be impeached. He is just as much
subject to the law as everyone else.

This is as good as it gets. Perfect justice
is not on the menu, but a rough facsimile
of justice most of the time is good enough
for most purposes. There is even an inter-
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A woman sitting nearest to me looked up
from her phone. Her forehead creased, and
she did that thing people do with their eyes
that said, What’re you foolish? And that
look said, Leave well enough alone.

| didn’t think Selfless Man was well
enough at all.

Nobody else looked up from their phones.
Thumbs worked glass keyboards, hov-
ered over letters. Texts were received, and
replies were sent. Social media channels,
society’s bane, were scrolled through and
updated.

That’s the world now in elevators, in wait-
ing rooms, in lineups. Nothing can tear most
people away from their phones. Nothing
can lift their eyes to the world around them.
Not even emotional outbursts on trains.

Selfless Man was quiet for a spell after |
addressed him. He rocked back and forth in
his seat and looked up and down the rows
of seats at other passengers.

| saw | had a few more stops before Union

national Rule of Law Index compiled by
the World Justice Project that scores and
ranks countries on how close they get to
that rough facsimile, and it makes for inter-
esting reading.

The four top countries are, of course,
the four Scandinavian countries, Den-
mark, Norway, Finland and Sweden (in
that order). The four bottom countries are
equally obvious: Haiti, Cambodia, Afghani-
stan and Venezuela. It’s possible that Ven-
ezuela has moved up a bit since the US
take-over, but there’s no clear evidence of
that.

New Zealand comes in at No. 5, right
after the Fab Four, and most other devel-
oped English-speaking countries (Austra-
lia, Canada and the United Kingdom) clus-
ter at 11, 13 and 14. But the United States
comes in at 27, just behind Slovenia but
ahead of Costa Rica - and South Africa
ranks at 60 (but still ahead of Thailand and
Brazil).

This is not your usual comparison of
GDPs or per capita incomes. It is specifi-
cally ranking countries on their adherence
to the rule of law, measuring categories like

JAMES MATTHEWS

Station. | like to look
toward the back of the
train and watch how
the cars behind turn
with the tracks. It was
always interesting to
me, as if it were how one’s world folds and
twists around them.

There are moments when your world feels
as if it is bending behind you, even as you
think you know where you’re headed.

Selfless Man looked at his feet for a long
time after another stop.

Then he looked at the phone, pushed his
thumb down the screen. He must’ve been
following a text thread without reading.

Selfless Man mumbled to himself. Whis-
per increased to speaking and rose to
shouting. “They’re all around us! Does
nobody realize! We put them all around us
everywhere! Does nobody see what we’ve
done, that the exclamation mark is over-
used punctuation!”

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

Absence of Corrup-
tion, Open Govern-
ment, and Criminal
Justice. And a rival
rule-of-law list by Freedom House pro-
duces almost identical rankings, except
that it puts South Africa higher.

So would I. The violent crime rate is very
bad (although down by half since its peak
in the immediate post-apartheid years),
and the inequality of wealth is as bad as
in Brazil or Russia. However, South Africa
has managed to avoid most of the horrors
that lay in wait for it after centuries of colo-
nial rule topped off with half a century of
flat-out racist oppression.

The fact that the courts managed to
keep their independence right through
that decades-long siege was not just a
miracle. It was the key factor in preserving
enough of the democratic structures of the
old whites-only democracy to resurrect a
multi-racial democracy from the ruins of
the apartheid state.

Of course, | would say that. My wife is
South African, and some of my best friends
are South African lawyers.

HOW CONVENIENT.

THE BACK-TQ-SCHOOL
SUPPLY LIST NOW COMES
WITH AMAZON LINKS.

< | -

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

Passionate about an issue you’ve read about within the
pages of the Shelburne Free Press?

| Want to share your opinion about what’s
going on in the community? Email us a

letter to the editor to: mail@citizen.on.ca.
Be sure to include your name and town.
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COMMUNITY VOICES

Food Bank warns shelves are depleting as summer demand rises

Hunger doesn’t take a summer break, and
neither does the need in our community.

August is Summer Hunger Awareness
Month.

And it is needed! For many of us, summer
means vacations, BBQs, days at the beach
and time spent with family. But for families
struggling to make ends meet, summer can
bring even more financial pressure.

Children lose access to school breakfast
and lunch programs, and with rising grocery
store costs, the burden on some of our neigh-
bours is great. Summer should be filled with
happy memories, not worries about where

QYSHELBURNE
©

the next meal will come from.

Summer is one of the most challenging
times of the year for food banks. While many
people associate food drives with the holiday
seasons, donations usually decline during the
summer months, just as the need is running

high and ever-increasing,.

Here at the Shelburne Food Bank, our
shelves are depleting fast, and without more
donations, cuts to the food hampers that are
given to families will need to be considered.

Every donation matters, no matter the size.

At this time of year, fresh produce from
gardens is especially appreciated. Adding one
extra item to your grocery order also helps.
And making a donation allows us to buy the
items that don’t get donated but are needed to
fill our food hampers.

Every visit to the food bank represents a
neighbour who needs a little extra support.

With the continued generosity of our donors,
volunteers, partners and community, we can
keep our shelves stocked and provide food to
those who need it.

Thank you to the many who are so gener-
ous in our community.

We are locals helping locals. Let’s work to-
gether this August to be more aware of the
food struggles around us and do what we can
to help.

Many thanks.

This week’s Community Voice submission
was written by Ardith Dunlop at the Shel-
burne Food Bank.

Free microchip clinic for pet identification to be held by local SPCA animal centre

4

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

The Ontario SPCA’s Orangeville and Dis-
trict Animal Centre is offering pet owners a
chance to have their animals microchipped
at no cost this month.

The free microchip clinic will take place
Aug. 14 and 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Or-
angeville Train Station, located at 49 Town-
line.

The clinic aims to make basic pet identifi-
cation more accessible while improving the
chances that lost animals will be reunited
with their families.

“Our goal is to make basic veterinary care
more accessible for our community by re-
ducing financial barriers that may prevent
people from microchipping their pets,” said
Shannon Bury, community outreach coordi-
nator with Ontario SPCA’s Orangeville and
District Animal Centre.

“By hosting a free microchip clinic, we
want to help improve the chances of lost ani-
mals being reunited with their families.”

The clinic has been made possible through
the donation of 100 24Petwatch microchips
from PetPlace. The Town of Orangeville is
also providing the SPCA with free use of its
train station to host the event.

Registration is required, with appoint-
ments limited to 50 microchips per day. Pet
owners will select a one-hour arrival window
and may arrive at any time during that peri-
od. Pets will be assisted on a first-come, first-
served basis during their selected time slot.

Walk-ins may be accommodated if space
permits, but registration is encouraged.

A microchip is a permanent form of iden-
tification that can help reunite lost pets with
their owners when scanned by a veterinari-
an, animal shelter or municipal animal con-
trol service.

Bury said one common misconception is
that microchips can track a pet’s location.

“Microchips cannot be used as a tracking
device,” she said. “They are a form of identifi-
cation that can be checked with a microchip
scanner by a veterinarian or animal shelter.”

Microchip implantation is also a simple
procedure, Bury said, comparing it to receiv-
ing a vaccination.

“They are as small and thin as a grain of

rice and are easily implanted without anes-
thesia,” she said.

The Ontario SPCA and Humane Society
reunited 679 animals with their families last
year, including 24 through the Orangeville
and District Animal Centre. Bury said many
of those reunions are made possible because
of microchip identification.

She noted pet owners should ensure their
contact information is kept up to date with
the microchip company.

The local animal centre recently reunited
a lost dog with its family after discovering
the dog’s microchip information was out-
dated. Staff contacted the breeder listed on
the chip, who helped connect them with the
dog’s owners.

Bury said the case showed both the value
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MICROCHIP CLINIC: The Ontario SPCA and Humane Society Orangeville and District Ani-
mal Centre is hosting a free microchip clinic Aug. 14 and 15 to help improve the chances of

lost pets being reunited with their families.

of microchips and the importance of keeping

registration information up to date.
“Microchipping is a reliable, permanent,

one-time procedure that helps give you

peace of mind for your furry friend’s life-
time,” she said.
To register for the free clinic, visit:
ontariospca.ca/orangeville

Shelburne Food Bank feels summer strain

Continued from Front

“Money is always king because you
know we can shop at a different level, and
we do have to bring in like 400 items of
everything almost every month in order to
pack the hampers. We'll also take anything
that’s canned, so peanut butter, canned
fruit, soups, canned pasta. We'll also take
breakfast cereal, pancake mix and syrup,
condiments, mayo, ketchup. We're really
open to anything, but those are probably
our major ones.”

Volunteer numbers are currently stable,
although the food bank continues to wel-
come new names for future opportunities.

Dunlop said that August also marks Sum-
mer Hunger Awareness Month, a campaign
aimed at reminding communities that food
banks often experience lower donations at
the same time that more families require
support.

“August is Summer Hunger Awareness
Month, all the food banks are sort of fo-
cusing on this month, bringing it back to
the community’s awareness because it is a
documented fact that donations are lower
in the summer months, and usage is usually
higher,” Dunlop said.

“Kids aren’t able to access the school

food programs, so parents are missing
breakfast clubs and lunch programs that
are available at the schools, so they’re
faced with higher costs during the summer
as well, just to put food on the table. It's a
bit of a difficult time all around.”

Despite the struggle for resources and
money, the food bank is still encouraging
anyone who may need assistance not to
hesitate to reach out.

Dunlop said that the first visit can be the
hardest, but anyone who walks through the
doors will be guided through the process
and receive support without judgment. The
food bank also stresses that financial hard-
ship is not always visible, urging residents
not to make assumptions about those seek-
ing assistance.

Despite navigating increased usage and
a seasonal decrease in donations, the Shel-
burne Food Bank is staying true to its mis-
sion, offering meals to those in need, no
matter the demand. But what’s unavoidable
is that it’s the food bank that’s now in need.

The Shelburne Food Bank can be con-
tacted via email at shelburnefoodbank@
gmail.com or phone at 519-925-2600.

To make an online donation or learn
more about the food bank, visit: shelburne-
foodbank.ca

Edgar came to us from roaming wild in the
countryside. He's come a long way and is
now such a sweet love bug who craves his
pets and Temptations these days! He is
looking for a peaceful loving home he can
finally call his own and adjust to living life
as a well deserved spoiled kitty!

Adoption price: $275

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

S SATTRIDGE]] 3

TRANSPORTATION INC.

NOW HIRING!

Supplement
Your Income

j

oy

PARTTIME OPP

Free Training

SCHOOL BUS AND CHARTERED DRIVERS

L = l

ORTUNITIES IN

Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand Valley, Mono, Melancthon and Mulmur

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED

Drive a School bus and make a difference in a child's education.

SUPPLEMENTYOUR INCOME

Drive with purpose and earn more.
Join our team of school bus drivers and enjoy extra pay.

PROFESSIONALTRAINING

Attridge Transportation Inc. is providing friendly training for steady part-
time bus drivers (and in some cases spare drivers).

Professional Experience not required.
Vehicles are all automatic.

Attridge Transportation is an inclusive and accessible employer. We welcome a diverse range
of candidates to apply for this position. Including people with disabilities. Accommodations
are available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

APPLY TODAY!

attridge.com

Call 1-888-749-1515 or E

mail jobs@attridge.com
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Library recognizes decades of service from retiring employee

The Shelburne Public Library team is bid-
ding farewell to one of our cherished col-
leagues, Beverly Ford-Arnold. Beverly has
made the bittersweet decision to retire after
36 years with the Shelburne Public Library.
Thirty-six years is not only an incredible ac-
complishment but a testament to Beverly’s
love for the local library and the community
as a whole.

Since first being appointed to the board in
1990, Beverly has left her mark on the library
through her heartfelt dedication to its mission
and ongoing efforts to foster its development
as a community hub.

As one of her early career highlights, Bever-
ly played a pivotal role in the 2004 expansion

of the library.

From supporting fundraising initiatives,
such as the team’s Toll Booth initiative that
raised $6,000 in one day, to sitting on the
building committee, to helping run a satellite
library, and eventually opening the new and
expanded library, Beverly was involved in ev-
ery step of the planning that made the library
the beautiful building it is today. She ensured
the new library maintained the historic Carne-
gie architecture and...

From supporting fundraising initiatives,
such as the team’s Toll Booth initiative that
raised $6,000 in one day, to sitting on the build-
ing committee, helping run a satellite library
and eventually opening the new and expanded

library, Beverly was involved at every step of
the planning process. She helped ensure the
facility maintained its historic Carnegie ar-
chitecture while creating a modern space to
serve the community for generations to come.

With her passionate energy, Beverly would
go on to continue supporting major fundrais-
ing activities for the library, including the
much-loved Holiday Home Tour and the annu-
al Silent Auction.

Inspired by her time on the Shelburne Li-
brary Board, Beverly, a former lawyer, pur-
sued her Library Information Technician Di-
ploma with the goal of one day working in the
library. After 25 years on the Board, Beverly
resigned in 2014 and joined the library team as

secretary to the Board in 2015.

When asked to share a few words, Bever-
ly said, “I think libraries are such an essen-
tial part of every society, and I firmly believe
that without them, society as a whole would
suffer. With online misinformation so readily
available, there has to be a safe place where
the ability to find facts and the truth should be
accessible.”

The Shelburne Public Library team is im-
mensely proud of all Beverly has accom-
plished and grateful for all she has taught us
along the way — about the library and life in
general.

This weekly article is submitted by the
team at the Shelburne Public Library.

Innisfil Community Foundation provides $1 0 000 for hosp|tal deflbrlllators

The Innisfil Community Foundation has
provided a $10,000 grant to the Stevenson
Memorial Hospital Foundation (SMHF) to
support the replacement of Automated Ex-
ternal Defibrillators (AEDs) at the hospital.

The funding will help replace aging de-
fibrillators used throughout the hospital,
including in the Emergency Department,
Surgical Services, crash carts and during pa-
tient transfers to larger centres for special-
ized care.

AEDs are devices that analyze a patient’s
heart rhythm and can deliver an electrical
shock when needed during sudden cardiac
arrest.

“Support from community partners like
the Innisfil Community Foundation ensures
our healthcare teams have access to the
equipment they need to respond quickly in
life-threatening emergencies,” said Dr. Ted
Vandevis, president and CEO of SMHF.

The Innisfil Community Foundation pro-
vides funding to organizations and initiatives

that support local communities. Its grant to
SMHF is aimed at supporting equipment
needs at the hospital.

“Supporting healthcare in our communi-
ties continues to be a priority for the Innisfil
Community Foundation,” said Sandra Riz-
zardo, board chair of the Innisfil Communi-
ty Foundation. “We are pleased to continue
supporting the Stevenson Memorial Hospi-
tal Foundation and the important care being
provided for our community residents close
to home.”

Through The Morningview Foundation’s
Every Dollar Counts $4-million matching gift
initiative, the donation will be matched dol-
lar for dollar, increasing the total contribu-
tion to $20,000 for Stevenson Memorial Hos-
pital’s equipment needs and redevelopment.

“The need for reliable, modern medical
equipment continues to grow as our commu-
nity grows,” said Fayaaz Kala, board chair of
SMHF. “We are incredibly grateful to the In-
nisfil Community Foundation for recogniz-
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GRAND GRANT: The Stevenson Memorial Hospital Foundation receives a $10,000 cheque
from the Innisfil Community Foundation on Friday, July 24. The funds will be used to pur-
chase new Automated External Defibrillators for the hospital.

ing this need and helping ensure the clinical
teams have the tools they need when every
second counts.”

SMHF raises funds to support equipment,

programs and redevelopment initiatives at
the hospital.

For more information, visit stevenson-
foundation.ca.

Orangeville resident charged in connection to Canadian Tire break and enter

A 42-year-old Orangeville man has been
charged following a break and enter investi-
gation at the local Canadian Tire.

Dufferin County OPP responded on July
18 at about 9:49 a.m. to a report of a break
and enter at Canadian Tire on First Street
in Orangeville. Police said multiple storage
containers at the rear of the property had
been broken into overnight.

Investigators identified a suspect and ve-
hicle captured on surveillance footage at the
time of the incident.

On July 28, officers located the suspect ve-
hicle, a GMC Yukon, and arrested the driver.
Police said the individual was found to be in
possession of a controlled substance during
the arrest.

Members of the Dufferin OPP Communi-
ty Street Crime Unit, Nottawasaga Commu-
nity Street Crime Unit and frontline officers
executed search warrants at a residence in
Orangeville and a second address in East Ga-
rafraxa.

Police said approximately $9,000 worth

of stolen property was recovered, including
children’s play structures, bike racks, tram-
polines, temporary garages and sheds. The
recovered property was returned to its own-
er.

Jason Dougan, 42, of Orangeville, has
been charged with break and enter a place
— commit indictable offence, possession of
property obtained by crime under $5,000 —
in Canada, possession of property obtained
by crime over $5,000 — outside Canada, and
possession of a Schedule I substance — meth-

amphetamine.

Police said approximately 9.5 grams of
methamphetamine was seized.

The accused is scheduled to appear before
the Ontario Court of Justice at a later date.

None of the charges have been proven in
court.

Police are asking anyone with informa-
tion, dash camera footage or security video
related to the investigation to contact Duf-
ferin OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Anonymous tips
can be submitted through Crime Stoppers.

Dufferin OPP charge six motorists with impaired driving offences over Civic weekend

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers charged six motorists with impaired
driving over the Victoria Day long weekend.

The charges stem from several incidents
between July 31 and Aug. 5 across Dufferin
County, including traffic stops, a collision
investigation and a traffic complaint.

On July 31 at approximately 7 a.m., of-
ficers conducting traffic enforcement on
Highway 10 in Mono observed a vehicle be-
ing driven with a flat tire.

After stopping the vehicle and speaking
with the driver, officers began an impaired
driving investigation.

Dakota Way, 21, of Shelburne, was
charged with operating an unsafe vehicle,
driving a motor vehicle with an open con-
tainer of liquor, having care or control of a
motor vehicle with liquor readily available
and operation while impaired - blood alco-
hol concentration (80 plus).

The next day, on Aug. 1 at approximately
3:44 p.m., officers responded to a single-ve-
hicle collision on Blind Line in Mono.

Police spoke with the driver and initiated

an impaired driving investigation.

Zaira Goutouski, 35, of Mulmur, was
charged with operation while impaired -
alcohol, operation while impaired - blood
alcohol concentration (80 plus) and danger-
ous operation.

On Aug. 3 at approximately 7:24 p.m.,
officers conducting traffic enforcement on
Highway 10 near Fifth Avenue in Mono ob-
served “a vehicle of interest.”

After stopping the vehicle and speaking
with the driver, officers began an impaired
driving investigation.

Aditya Sasspal, 25, of Brampton, was
charged with operation while impaired — al-
cohol, operation while impaired - blood al-
cohol concentration (80 plus) and perform-
ing a stunt with a motor vehicle - excessive
speed.

Later that evening, at approximately 9:46
p.m., officers conducting traffic enforce-
ment on Highway 10 near County Road 8
in Mono stopped a vehicle that drew their
attention.

John Jacob, 43, of Brampton, was charged

800 OJIBWAY ROAD, SHELBURNE -
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I’'m lovin’ it

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

BROOKE BURSEY

As afirst year rugby player, Brooke Bursey is really
enjoying the sport.

“| really like to go out and be part of a team. And |
really like tackling,” Brooke said of why she likes
playing the sport. “| always wanted to try a sport
that had tackling.”

Brooke had friends who played rugby and
encouraged her to join the squad. She thought it

TEAM: CENTRE DUFFERIN
DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
GIRLS VARSITY RUGBY

would be a good opportunity and joined the team.

Brooke is making a good contribution to the
CDDHS team this season.

with operation while impaired — blood al-
cohol concentration (80 plus).

On Aug. 4 at approximately 12:51 a.m.,
officers responded to a traffic complaint re-
garding a possible impaired driver.

Police located the vehicle on Highway
10 near County Road 17 in Melancthon
and conducted a traffic stop. After speak-
ing with the driver, officers initiated an im-
paired driving investigation.

Benjamin Auer, 29, of London, was
charged with operation while impaired - al-
cohol and failure or refusal to comply with
demand.

On Aug. 5 at approximately 1:07 a.m.,
officers conducting traffic enforcement on
Highway 10 near County Road 7 (Hockley
Road) in Mono stopped a vehicle after it
drew an officer’s attention.

Following an impaired driving investi-
gation, Brooke Dicks, 29, of Terra Cotta,
was charged with operation while impaired
- blood alcohol concentration (80 plus),
speeding 1-49 km/h over the posted limit,
and novice driver - blood alcohol concen-

Legislative
Assembly
of Ontario

Assemblée
législative
de I’Ontario

tration above zero.

The accused individuals are scheduled to
appear before the Ontario Court of Justice
in Orangeville at a later date.

The OPP said the individuals’ driver’s li-
cences were suspended and their vehicles
were impounded.

None of the listed charges have been
proven in court.

The Dufferin OPP would like to remind
motorists that alcohol and speed are a dan-
gerous combination.

“Plan ahead if you are consuming alcohol
or drugs,” the OPP said. “Use a designated
driver, taxi, rideshare, public transit, or ar-
range to stay overnight.”

Dufferin OPP said any amount of alcohol
or drugs can impair judgment and reaction
time, and encouraged anyone who suspects
someone is driving while impaired to call
911.

Non-emergency information can be re-
ported to the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or
Crime Stoppers anonymously at 1-800-222-
8477.

NOT RECEIVING
THE SHELBURNE
FREE PRESS?

Interested in staying up

to date with local news,
community events, sports
and more?
Pick up a copy of the
newspaper at one of these

BILL 109, PROTECTING ONTARIO’S
FOOD INDEPENDENCE ACT, 2026

following locations.

Shelburne Free Press Office,
109 Adeline Street, Shelburne

NO FRILLS, 101 2nd Line RR 1,
Shelburne (by the mailboxes)

The Standing Committee on the Interior will meet to consider Bill 109,
An Act to enact the Farmland Security Act, 2026 and to amend

various Acts.

The Committee intends to hold public hearings in Chatham on
Monday, August 10, 2026, in Shelburne on Tuesday, August 11, 2026,

and in Listowel on Wednesday, August 12, 2026.

Interested people who wish to be considered to make an oral presentation on

Bill 109 are required to register by:

¢ 2:00 p.m. (EDT) on Monday, August 3, 2026, for Chatham,

Shelburne and Listowel;

Those who do not wish to make an oral presentation but wish to
comment on the bill may send a written submission by 5:00 p.m. (EDT)

on Friday, August 14, 2026.

To register or send a written submission, please visit the following link:

ola.org/en/apply-committees.

An electronic version of the Bill is available on the Legislative Assembly

website at ola.org.

Aris Babikian, MPP, Chair
Stefan Uguen-Csenge, Clerk

Whitney Block, Room 1405
Toronto, ON M7A 1A2

First Ave West (by train tracks/
new condo mailboxes)
Royal LePage RCR Realty, 126
Main Street East, Shelburne
Hornings Mills
(by the Community Centre)
Dean Road, Mulmur
(by news boxes)
Shelburne Canadian Legion
(front entrance on 2nd Ave.)
Superburger, 506269 ON-89,
Shelburne
(Corner of Hwy 89 and 10)
Town Hall, 203 Main St E,
Shelburne (inside Town Hall)

Trillium Ford,
506168 ON-89, Mono

CDRC, 200 Fiddle Park Lane,
Shelburne (Box inside lobby)
Foodland, 824 Ojibway Rd,

Shelburne

Caravaggio, 128 Main St E,
Shelburne

Telephone: 416-325-1064
Facsimile: 416-325-3505

Collect calls will be accepted.
Ces renseignements sont disponibles en francais sur demande.

TTY: 416-325-3538
E-mail: sci@ola.org

Autocare Plus, 710C
Industrial Rd, Shelburne

Roys Service,
635202 ON-10, Mono
Dynes Senior Building,

301 First Ave E, Shelburne

Town Milk & Variety,
516 Main St E, Shelburne
(near New Orleans Pizza)
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(CLASSIFIEDS

519.925.2832 » Fax: 519-925-5500 - email@shelburnefreepress.ca

Email, or call us for pricing. Classified cut-off time is 12 pm Tuesday

ARTICLES WANTED

BUYING VINYL RECORDS - STEREO - 45°s - Cash
for antiques and collectibles-stamp-coins. Call James at 416-
569-9976.

ADVERTISING
LOCALLY WORKS!

(Call Debbie at 519-925-2832 to book your ad

AUCTIONS

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers/!

PRESENTS SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!

AUG 7TH - Gas and Oil / JD Tractors / Toys /
Sports Memorabilia

AUG 17TH to 22ND - Straight Shooter Sale

SEPT 11TH - Antiques, Collectibles & Quality
Household Items

SEPT 18TH - Tool & Equipment Sale

SEPT 25TH - Currency / Art / Jewelry Auction
OCT 8TH - Locked & Loaded Handgun Sale
OCT 9TH - Gas and Oil Auction

Lo

D .

o gt
Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 ¢ Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

HELP WANTED

4-DAY WORK WEEK - NO WELDING TICKET REQUIRED - CLOSE TO HOME

A 29 minute drive from Shelburne. Skip the traffic, and enjoy your commute
through the country-side to Jaylor. Join a growing, family-owned business
that has been building industry-leading farm equipment for over 30 years.

WELDERS

FITTERS

GNC BRAKE PRESS
PLASMA TABLE
MACHINE OPERATOR

LOR

HELP WANTED IN MEMORIAM

D-Z DRIVERS
NEEDED

D&C Vander Zaag Farms Ltd.
FALL POTATO HARVEST 2026

HREJAYLOR.COM
WY NJAYLOR COMAJCINOURTEAM

071213 10" Line, Orton [East Garafraxa), ON
Apply through the OR coda, Email, or sur Carasrs page.

JAYe

In Loving Memory of

RON JAMES

August 6, 1997

Sadly missed along life’s way,
always remembered every day.
No longer in my life to share,
but in my heart you're always there.

Love always, Penny
XOXO

Oh L2y Wiemory o

a dear husband, father, grandfather, brother-in-law, uncle!

Looking for extra income this fall?

Starting second week of september, DENNIS
we’re hiring drivers to bring potatoes EDWARD
from field to farm. Local driving, great MOORE '

people, a rewarding experience. Valid
D-Z licence and abstract required.

If interested call
(705) 391-8646 - Shipping/Admin

CLEAR THE
CLUTTER

Call Debbie at 519-925-2832 to
hook your Classified ad and clear
out the clutter for good!

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

(Retired Captain with Etobicoke
and Toronto Fire Departments) |
who passed away
August 9th, 2016.

The Future We Never Got to Live

We used to talk about all the days ahead.
About a home filled with laughter, and growing old together.
We built it all with love, sincerity, and devotion.

But life wrote an ending we never imagined.
Loving you was the greatest blessing of my life.
And losing you became the deepest wound I will always carry.

What I miss the most isn't the past. . .
It’s the future we dreamed of together,
But never had the chance to live!

All Our Love Always,
Linda, Shaun, David & Families and the Hume Family!

COMING EVENTS RESIDENTIAL SERVICES & REPAIRS

HANDYMAN SERVICES - Providing an extra pair of help-
ing hands in the Orangeville area. No job too big or too small.

GUN 8 MILITARIA One man and a truck services along with residential seasonal
lawn maintenance also available. All jobs welcome. $25/hr.
SHOW Call 519-447-7550.
8:00 am t0 12:00 pm
At the SCRAP CARS CALL ME
Orangeville Fairgrounds We Pav 3300 - 320,000*
$10 Admission *some conditions apply
Children under 12 FREE when 5SS TOP CASH 555
g anied by an adult
accompanie y an adu FOI‘ unwanted CARS,
For tables Call Allan at VANS, TRUCKS & SUV’S

416-579-4944

FOR SALE

6500 GENERATOR - Generator for sale, excellent condition.
Call for more info: 519 278 6499.

FREE TOW in 2 HRS
Open Saturday & Sunday
942-880-8300

HOME RENOVATIONS

HOME RENOVATIONS - Kitchen/Bathrooms: tiles/wood/
vinyl floors: plumbing / painting / stain / drywall: outdoor
repairs — fences, decks. Call Alex at 519-938-7727.

VEHICLES WANTED

SCRAP CAR DISPOSAL - CASH PAID for Cars, Trucks,
Vans — Big or Small. Call Joe at 647-294-2796.

HOME SERVICES

MONEY THROUGH T WANTED 111
YOUR ROOF!! WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball

Year Round! Pick-up Available
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

ADVERTISING
LOCALLY WORKS!

Call Debbie at 519-925-2832 or
email debbie@Ipcmedia.ca to
hook your Classified ad

The problem isn't your HVAC
system it's your insulation!!

Save up to 20%
with topped up attic
insulation

Call for Free Estimate
437-898-3875
References Available

NOT RECEIVING THE

SHELBURNE FREE PRESS?

Interested in staying up to date with local news,
community events, sports and more?
Pick up a copy of the newspaper at one of these following locations.

Shelburne Free Press Office, 109 Adeline Street, Shelburne
NO FRILLS, 101 2nd Line RR 1, Shelburne (by the mailboxes)
First Ave West (by train tracks/ new condo mailboxes)

Royal LePage RCR Realty, 126 Main Street East, Shelburne
Hornings Mills (by the Community Centre)

Dean Road, Mulmur (by news boxes)

Shelburne Canadian Legion (front entrance on 2nd Ave.)
Superburger, 506269 ON-89, Shelburne (Corner of Hwy 89 and 10)
Town Hall, 203 Main St E, Shelburne (inside Town Hall)
Trillium Ford, 506168 ON-89, Mono
CDRC, 200 Fiddle Park Lane, Shelburne (Box inside lobby)
Foodland, 824 Ojibway Rd, Shelburne
Caravaggio, 128 Main St E, Shelburne
Autocare Plus, 710C Industrial Rd, Shelburne
Roys Service, 635202 ON-10, Mono
Dynes Senior Building, 301 First Ave E, Shelburne
Town Milk & Variety, 516 Main St E, Shelburne (near New Orleans Pizza)

PREFER TO HAVE THE NEWSPAPER DELIVERED TO YOUR FRONT DOOR?
Call 519-925-2832 and subscribe to the newspaper by mail for FREE*

(*postage fees must be paid for by individual)

o —
—\Shelburne

L?(ﬂ%"ﬁ “5

| L "r.““c:l
¥

= ..--n
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Local Challenger Baseball program expands opportunities for young athletes

Written By CHRIS PERROTTE

Two seasons after launching in Oran-
geville, Challenger Baseball is continuing
to grow, giving more young athletes with
disabilities an opportunity to play the game,
build confidence and be part of a team.

Run by the Orangeville and Headwaters
Minor Baseball Association, the program is
currently in its second year and is expanding
with 15 players participating, up from 12 last
year. The Challenger program is in partner-
ship with the Jays Care Foundation, an or-
ganization that helps run these programs for
youth with disabilities across Canada.

Stephanie Coombes, the Challenger Base-
ball coordinator and coach, shared the pro-
gram’s most fulfilling aspects.

“The most rewarding part of running a
Challenger Baseball program is creating a
place where every player has the opportuni-
ty to experience the joy of baseball in an in-
clusive, supportive environment,” Coombes
said. “Watching players achieve dreams they
never thought possible, build confidence,
develop friendships, and discover the ex-
citement of being part of a team is incredibly
meaningful.”

She added, “Beyond the game itself, it’s
about building a community where families
feel understood, supported, and connected.
Challenger Baseball is more than a league;
it’s a place where every player is celebrat-
ed, everyone belongs, and lifelong memories
are made.”

As a mother to a son with a disability,
Coombes sees firsthand what this program

can do for her son. Because of this program,
her son can play the game he loves while
feeling accepted, supported and celebrated.

“My son’s love for baseball has grown

tremendously, and he especially loves that |

Challenger Baseball is partnered with Jays

Care Foundation. The confidence, sense of (g

belonging, and joy we've seen in him both |

on and off the field have been incredible,”
said Coombes.

“Challenger Baseball has given him far
more than the chance to play baseball, it has
given him a community where he belongs
and memories that will last a lifetime.”

Other families involved with Challenger
Baseball said the program has helped their
children build confidence and enjoy the
game in a supportive environment.

“Participating in Challenger Baseball gave

Charlotte a place where she could truly =

shine, build confidence, and feel the pure
joy of being part of a team,” a parent told
Coombes. “For our family, watching her hit
the field each week — surrounded by such
an encouraging community — was an unfor-
gettable highlight that meant the absolute
world to us.”

Another parent highlighted the role vol-
unteers play in creating a welcoming atmo-
sphere for Challenger Baseball participants.

“The volunteers — both the incredible
youth buddies and the adult helpers — are
the heart of this program,” the parent said.
“Watching them encourage Henry, patiently
work alongside him, celebrate every little
milestone, and genuinely connect with each
child has been so moving. They don’t just

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

LEARNING THE GAME: Coach Stephanie Coombes teaches a player how to grip the bat

during practice.

teach baseball skills; they create confidence,
friendships, and a sense of belonging that
extends far beyond the field.”

For the young athletes who take part,
Challenger Baseball offers more than an op-
portunity to play — it provides a place to be-

long, build confidence and create memories
that will last a lifetime.

The final game of the season for the Chal-
lenger Baseball program is on Friday, Aug.
7, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Springbrook Field
(450 Townline, Orangeville).

Fatal collision results in death of motorcyclist, four people charged

Dufferin Ontario Prvincial Police (OPP)
officers, with assistance from Dufferin
County Paramedic Services and local fire
departments, responded to a fatal two-vehi-
cle collision in Mulmur on Aug. 4.

At approximately 2:32 p.m., emergency

NEED A

BODY SHOP?

GIVE US A CALL
519-941-8254
FIND US ONLINE
www.fixauto.com
199 C-Line, Orangeville

{Across from the local OPP station)

crews were dispatched to the intersection
of Highway 89 and 3rd Line in Violet Hill
for a collision involving a motorcycle and a
passenger vehicle.

The driver and passenger of the vehicle
were transported to a local hospital with
minor injuries, while the motorcyclist, a
63-year-old male from Wellington North,
was pronounced deceased.

Members of the OPP Technical Collision
Investigation (TCI) unit attended to assist
with the investigation.

The investigation remains ongoing.

Anyone with information or dashcam
footage related to the collision is asked to
contact the Dufferin OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

Four drivers charged with impaired
driving over four days across Dufferin

Four drivers have been charged with
impaired driving-related offences follow-
ing incidents investigated by the Dufferin
County Detachment of the OPP from July
25 to 29.

On July 25 at about 3:37 a.m., officers re-
sponded to a report of a possible impaired

driver in the area of Highway 10 in Mono.
Officers located the vehicle at the intersec-
tion of Highway 10 and County Road 10 and
conducted a traffic stop.

Following an impaired driving investiga-
tion, Triston Hackett, 42, of Shelburne, was
charged with operation while impaired —
alcohol, operation while impaired — blood
alcohol concentration (80 plus), and failing
to stop for a red light.

On July 26 at roughly 3:37 a.m., officers
responded to a report of a possible im-
paired driver on Amaranth-East Luther
Townline in Grand Valley. Officers located
the vehicle in a cornfield and spoke with
the driver before conducting an impaired
driving investigation.

Abigail Stitt, 25, of Hillsburgh, was
charged with operation while impaired —
alcohol, operation while impaired — blood
alcohol concentration (80 plus), and dan-
gerous operation.

Later on July 26 at about 9:04 p.m., of-
ficers conducting traffic enforcement on
Highway 89 in Mulmur Township stopped a
vehicle after it caught an officer’s attention.

with impaired driving

Takelall Persaud, 44, of Keswick, was
charged with failure or refusal to comply
with demand and speeding 1-49 km/h over
the posted limit.

On July 29 at about 10:57 p.m., officers
conducting traffic enforcement on Highway
10 in Mono stopped a vehicle after it caught
an officer’s attention.

Tristan Latondress, 27, of Dundalk, was
charged with driving a motor vehicle while
performing a stunt involving excessive
speed, having an entire licence plate not
plainly visible, driving a motor vehicle with-
out a currently validated permit, operating
an unsafe vehicle, and operation while im-
paired — blood alcohol concentration (80
plus).

The accused individuals are scheduled to
appear before the Ontario Court of Justice
in Orangeville at a later date.

None of the charges have been proven in
court.

In each incident, the driver’s licence was
suspended and their vehicle was impound-
ed in accordance with provincial legisla-
tion.

Shelburne

CHURCH
DIRECTORY

BETHEL BIBLE CHAPEL

419 Main Street East, Shelburne
Sunday Services - 9:45am Lord’s Supper
10:45am Family Bible Hour, Sunday School

Chapel 519-925-3910 or 519-278-0066
www.bethelshelburne.com - All Welcome!!

ABIDING PLACE
FELLOWSHIP

www.abidingplace.ca
519-925-3651

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00AM

Mel-Lloyd Centre, Entrance “F” Door,

167 Centre St, Shelburne

Pastor; Rev. Gord Horsley

Come and bo (Blesied

A FAMILY CHURCH
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE

10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church Available

Pastor Gavin Sullivan
226-200-0843

764213 8th Line
Melancthon, Ontario

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

Tree Removal ¢ Trimming ¢ Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  Storm Damage * 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

EXPERTS

ALL-MONT LTD. E
GARAGE DOOR

e

TRINITY
PRIMROSE

UNITED CHURCH

TRINITY PRIMROSE

UNITED CHURCH
200 Owen Sound Street, Shelburne
Sunday Service at 11a.m.
Children’s Ministry and Childcare Provider

PRIMROSE UNITED CHURCH
486281 30th Sideroad, Mono
Worshipping at Trinity Primrose United Church

Office: 519 925 0905
email: communications@shelburneprimrose.com
www shelburneprimrose.com

ALL WELCOME

DoMINTON LLENDING

GARAGA
EXPERTS

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group
FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated

211 Main St. E.
Shelburne, ON

'Broken Spring -,

Broken Cable q

519-942-1956 - 1-800-957-5865 - www.allmontdoors.com
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

£ 1.

SHELBURNE TIRE AND TOWING INC.

il Jenzen
Wreck Master
Certified

I'"II.I

e

-

“Where Quality
and Service is
Owr Prigrity"”

me

Police appruupd tﬂwmg and storage
serving Dufferin County for over 30 years
525407 Sth Sideroad, Mefancifon, FR & Shelburne, ON LAV 175

9719-925-5002 « 519-925-2795
Email: shelburnefiref@ftotmail.com

'NORTH

northterrain.ca

TERR/AIN

GRAVEL D RIVEWAYS

northterrain@gmail.com

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS NEW
AND RECONDITIONED

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED

POT HOLES FIXED
NOT JUST FILLED

- CULVERT INSTALLATION
NATURAL STONEWORK
RETAINING WALLS

SPECIALTY GRADING
AND EXCAVATING

s
SPECIALIZING IN RECYCLED ASPHALT

Contact us today for a free quote 416 931 3358

NEW PARKING AREAS
DITCHING

SKID STEER/EXCAVATOR
SERVICES

FLOATING SERVICES

© northterraingraveldriveways

Carol Freeman

Mortgage Broker

DO YOU NEED TO

Call 519-925-2832
to advertise.

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages @gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

Frée Presss




THE SHELBURNE FREE PRESS | THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2026 9

47 Broadway Ave. ORANGEVILLE 519-942-2573
WEBIFOOD MARKET

PROUDLY SERVING CANADIANS SINCE 1980 ¥

BUY2,GET1

FRE

£ ; - 1-,5::'

BACKTO OUR

LOWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR*

*Lowest prlce of the year matches the Iowest price of the year to date in 2026.

INCREDIBLE

PRICE

MIX

AND
MATCH

: p ol S - %1 Fully Cooked i oo WA T Louare
Chicken - i e 7™ & ~Chicken'Wings{ & _'; - et
Strips . : e 4 o 8 680¢ - T P e _ ey ..n.an\ =
27-33 PIECES 1.36 kg cl - ] = o . Choose from 8 varieties. & o i b g B
Individual price $19.99 each : "-- 5 ; 4 TN b 1-. senlors nav
Every Tuesday
INCREDIBLE '00/0 o"

PRICE

oo, Regular prigeq
g gy, R R

—

: . , - : L GReATFOR 5
Breaded : : : . THE GRILL!

Bistro Chicken® 1 Breaded Chicken 142g Chicken Breasts - i i A
Choose from: . Choose from: 8 PIECES 907 ¢ : B aciess i " (ChickenlBreastGrills
- Ricotta & Spinach - Swiss + Broccoli and Cheese - Kiev - Parmesan - Swiss 3 Varieties - P ' k Hi. 3 PIECES

0 0 o el
Pineapple/Mini<Ske Itallan Style Beef Meatballs
20:SKEWERS 5002 : - 89-95/PIECES/307¢

Slow Cooked'BeefiPot:Roast
907'g

Breaded Chick

15-25 PIECES 907 ¢

SAVINGS ON DINNER

SIGNATURE ENTREES

Sauce *
included

Supreme

Homestyle'Meat Loaf , >)° Haddock:Tenders
6008 8-12/PIECES 548

" PARTY SIZE ~ N
SERVES 6-8

e '-SuBFemg_Stuffeﬂ Peppers
4 PIECES 907 ¢

Bacon Wrapped N

Scallop Medallions_ a’ Bacon Wrapped

6 PIECES 450 9-13 PIECES 300¢ e 4 PIECES x142 /5 0z

2 Varieties

Lavalicious®
Chocolate

3 - Homestyle e Bacon Wrapped : : .. [ ¥Bac j
Cakes - g Key Lime Pies — Beef Filet Mignons “} Topsirloin Steaks
2 CAKES 228¢-280¢ T - _— 2 PIECES 264 ¢ - 4 STEAKS x170 ¢/6 0z 4 STEAKS x 142 g/5 0z

LUNCH FOR LESS

SINGLE SERVES 275¢-340¢ 22 VARIETIES

2299

Brazilian Style

Picanha Steaks
2 STEAKS x 200 /7 oz

,'\ i . : 9 -' + "
Sirloin Beef d X |
Meatballs \\_‘—// b o -
60-70 PIECES 9078 Ho“';;s_mr_ —

Shepherd's Pie

169

Blueberry Bliss’ Dessert Bar Chocolate Dipped |

Cheezecake Variety Pack Cheesecake
6758 600¢

00
DAIRY

SCAN TO VIEW SCAN TO SIGN UP FOR

Chicken Teriyaki Creamy Chicken Lasagna

ALL OUR OFFERS REWARDS MEMBER OFFERS

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, AUGUST 6 TO WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2026 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products within this ad are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card or sign in for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers. Limits or restrictions may apply. Products may not be exactly as
shown. Special pricing and promotions are not valid at M&M Food Market Express and other non-traditional stores, as they offer a limited range of products. Some illustrations in this ad do not necessarily represent items on sale and are for design only. We reserve the right to correct any errors. Commercial resale
of our products is prohibited. Trade-marks, service marks and logos displayed in this ad are trade-marks of M&M Meat Shops Ltd. and others. Any duplication (including posting online) without the written consent of M&M Meat Shops Ltd. is prohibited.
©2026 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.
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1-888-279-9922

HWY# 9, EAST OF HWY#10, ORANGEVILLE
macmastergm.com

%e%em

‘”]I suicx GMILTC

BRACKETT

Auto Group

2025 GMC SAVANA CARGO VAN 3500
:

$S184

WEEKLY +TAXES
$56,630+HST/LIC

MACMASTER SAVINGS: $6,400
$0 DOWN PAYMENT

4.99%

FOR 48 MONTHS
C.0.B. $10,491.94

STK# 25764

2026 GMC SIERRA 2500HD SLE
-

S291

WEEKLY +TAXES
$89,344'50+HST/LIC

EMPLOYEE PRICING SAVINGS: $9,355.50
ADDITIONAL MACMASTER SAVINGS: $3,500
TOTAL SAVINGS: $12,855.50

$0 DOWN PAYMENT

4.99%

FOR 84 MONTHS

1"':-'_?' T T

ﬁi .._.,!..__"

=

EM PLDYEE

PRICING

EVENT

C.0.B. $16,553.02

HTIFIED
PRI -DWNDO
1.t e

STK# 25736A © 18,352 KM © 4X4, 3.0L DURAMAX DIESEL I-6, 10-SPEED AUTOMATIC,

6.6FT BOX, 3.23 AXLE, GOOGLE RADIO, SUNROOF, HEATED/COOLED LEATHER BUCKETS,
22 INCH ALLOY WHEELS, STEP BARS, FRONT/REAR PARK ASSIST, REAR CAMERA, DENALI
CHROME TRIM, BOSE, TOW PACKAGE, POWER TAILGATE, MULTI-PRO TAILGATE, AND MORE!

$245 $73 989 @5 496 84 MONTHS

+HSTALIC
Méﬂ.(ﬁ: $0 DOWN C.0.B $15 163.92

2021 GMC SIERRA 1500 AT4 CARBONPRO

STK# 26166A 87,965 KM © 4X4, 6.2L V8, 10-SPEED AUTOMATIC, 3.23 AXLE, 5.8-FOOT BOX,
NAV, POWER SUNROOF, HEATED AND VENTILATED LEATHER BUCKET SEATS, HEATED REAR SEATS,
STEP BARS, FRONT AND REAR PARK ASSIST, SURROUND-VIEW CAMERA, BOSE AUDIO,
HEAD-UP DISPLAY, MULTIPRO TAILGATE, TOW PACKAGE, TRAILERING MIRRORS, AND MORE!

$49 989 @5 49% 84 MONTHS

+HSTILIC
C.0.B $lﬂ 245.16

D $0 DOWN

+HST & LIC

CEATIFIED
PHE-OWNED

STK# 25621A © 96 584 KM .3L ECOTEC3 V8, 8-SPEED AUTI]MATIC 4X4, RST PACKAGE, APPLE
CARPLAY, ANDROID AUTO, WI-FI HOTSPOT, HEATED FRONT SEATS, HEATED STEERING WHEEL,
DUAL-ZONE CLIMATE CONTROL, TRAILERING PACKAGE, TRAILER BRAKE CONTROLLER, REAR-
VISION CAMERA, REMOTE START, SPRAY-ON BEDLINER, CHROME ASSIST STEPS, AND MORE!

$43 87 1 @5-490:/3 52'}VIUNTHS

+HST/LIC
C.0.B $8,991.29

N $0 DOWN

+HST & LIC

2018 BMW 5 SERIES M5501 XDRIVE

= CEATIFMIED
PHE-D'W™NID
Yy

STK# 25971AA 111,425 KM » .4L TWIN-TURBO V8 M PERFORMANCE ENGINE, 8-SPEED SPORT
STEPTRONIC AUTOMATIC, SHIFT PADDLES, XDRIVE ALL-WHEEL DRIVE, M SPORT BRAKES, POWER
SUNROOF, BLACK DAKOTA LEATHER MULTI-CONTOUR SEATS, POWER FRONT SEATS, POWER TILT
AND TELESCOPING STEERING COLUMN, M SPORT STEERING WHEEL, AND MORE!

$34 989 @9 291, 48 MONTHS

+HSTALIC
C.0B $6 933 35

L $0 DOWN

+HST&LIC

1_@ Jjj BuIcCkK GMLC

1-888-279-9922

HWY# 9, EAST OF HWY#10, ORANGEVILLE

macmastergm.com

CEATIFIED
PHE-DWNED
1t o

TK# 25862AA © 151,532 KM 3.T PROGRESSIV QUATTRO, S LINE, 3.0L SUPERCHARGED V6,
333 HORSEPOWER, 8-SPEED AUTOMATIC, PANORAMIC SUNROOF, HEATED AND VENTILATED
LEATHER, HEATED SECOND ROW, SEVEN-PASSENGER SEATING, REAR CAMERA, REAR PARK

ASSIST, BLIND-SPOT ASSIST, HEAD-UP DISPLAY, ACCIDENT-FREE, AND MORE!

$104 $24 989 @8 99% 72 MONTHS

+HSTALIC
ﬂgﬂﬂﬂvc $0 DOWN .0.B $7 363.58

2018 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE STERLING EDITION

STK# B12808A © 170,509 KM  3.6L PENTASTAR V6, 8-SPEED AlITUMATIl) QUADRA-TRAC 11 4X4,
SELEC-TERRAIN SYSTEM, PANORAMIC SUNROOF, NAV, NINE-SPEAKER ALPINE AUDIO WITH
SUBWOOFER, HEATED FRONT AND REAR SEATS, HEATED STEERING WHEEL, REMOTE START,
TRAILER TOW PACKAGE, CLASS IV HITCH, REAR LOAD-LEVELLING SUSPENSION, AND MORE!

$1 15 $19 889 @9 29% 48 MONTHS

+HSTALIC
HETEL(II:IYB $0 DOWN C.0.B $3 941.28

STKi# 25545A © 56,750 KM  6.7L CUMMINS HO DIESEL, 6-SPEED AISIN AUTOMATIC, 3.73 AXLE,
8FT BOX, 4X4, NAV, SUNROOF, UCONNECT12, HEATED/COOLED LEATHER BUCKETS, HEATED SECOND
ROW, HARMAN KARDON AUDIO, LONGHORN LEVEL 1 GROUP, SURROUND VIEW CAMERA, TOW

PACKAGE, REAR AIR SUSPENSION, 5TH WHEEL PREP, TOWING TECHNOLOGY GROUP AND MORE!

$323 $89 989 @7 99% 84 MONTHS

+HST/LIC
ﬂuﬁfm $0 DOWN C.0.B $27 966.47

2024 FORD MUSTANG DARK HORSE

STK# B12844A » 12,748 KM * 5.0L V8, 6-SPEED MANUALTRANSMISSIUN BLACK/BLUE RECARD DINAM-
ICA SUEDE AND LEATHER SEATS, MAGNERIDE DAMPING SYSTEM, BREMBO PERFORMANCE BRAKES,
ACTIVE VALVE PERFORMANCE EXHAUST, TORSEN LIMITED-SLIP DIFFERENTIAL, RECARO SPORT SEATS,
SELECTABLE DRIVE MODES, DIGITAL INSTRUMENT CLUSTER, SYNC 4 INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM AND MORE!

$994 | 81,821 | 27.99. Hhums

+HST/LIC
HEFL(IEIYE $0 DOWN C.0.B $25,064.35




